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September 1, 2022

Commissioner Dennis Walcott, Chair
Commissioner Yovan Samuel Callado
Commissioner Retired Judge Marilyn Go
Commissioner Kevin Hanratty
Commissioner Kristen Johnson
Commissioner Gregory Kirschenbaum
Commissioner Maria Mateo
Commissioner Darrin Porcher
Commissioner Joshua Scheps
Commissioner Michael Schnall
Commissioner Lisa Sorin
Commissioner Msgr. Kevin Sullivan
Commissioner Maf Misbah Uddin
Commissioner Kai-Ki Wong
Commissioner Marc Wurzel

Dear Commissioners:

Now that the first round of mandatory hearings to comment on the Commission’s first



draft map has concluded, the APA VOICE Redistricting Coalition would like to please
summarize our position. We support the Unity Map for City Council as the Unity Map is
the map that best keeps the 16 Asian American communities of interest in New York
City whole.

For Queens:

● it keeps Woodside, including Little Manila whole in District 26;
● keeps the APA community of interest in Elmhurst and Jackson Heights whole in

District 25;
● considers the growth in APA population in northern Flushing  and would keep

Murray Hill whole in District 20;
● keeps the South Asian community whole along the Hillside Corridor in District 24;
● and creates a plurality APA district in Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park in District

32.

For Brooklyn:

● We recognize the effort the NYC Districting Commission made to create a
majority Asian American district in proposed district 43, but in doing so, the
Commission’s draft map divides the neighborhood of Bensonhurst into three
separate districts and separates Asian and Latino sections of the longstanding
Asian/Latino majority coalition district 38 in Sunset Park, Brooklyn. The Unity
Map creates two strong APA plurality districts, one proposed district 47 that is
entirely within Bensonhurst and the other district 38 that keeps the Asian and
Latino communities together in Sunset Park.

● The Unity Map also keeps the South Asian community in Kensington whole in
proposed district 39, rather than be divided as it currently is and under the
Commission’s draft in four districts CD 39, 40, 44, and 45.

For Manhattan Chinatown/Lower East Side:

The Unity Map is nearly identical to the Commission’s draft map. Both draft maps are
better than the current district map for Chinatown/Lower East Side.  We support the
Unity Map because it also keeps the other Asian American communities of interest
whole in the rest of the boroughs as well.
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For Bronx:

The Unity Map keeps the South Asian community in Parkchester and Westchester
Square whole in CD 18.

We hope the Commission will adopt and submit the Unity Map on behalf of the
Commission to the City Council by September 22, 2022.

Thank you, in advance, for your serious consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

John Park, Executive Director Wayne Ho, President & CEO
Sandra Choi, Civic Participation Manager Chinese-American Planning Council
MinKwon Center for Community Action 150 Elizabeth Street
133-29 4lst Avenue, Suite 202 New York, New York 10002
Flushing, New York 11355

Sudha Acharya, Executive Director Thomas Yu, Co-Executive Director
South Asian Council for Social Services Asian Americans for Equality
143-06 45th Ave 2 Allen Street
Flushing, New York 11355 New York, New York 10002

Candace Prince-Modeste, Founding Board
Myoungmi Kim, President and CEO Member
Korean Community Services of Metropolitan New York               South Queens Women’s March
203-05 32nd Avenue 130-01 Liberty Ave., Unit 1R
Bayside, NY 11361 Richmond Hill, New York 11419
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Rachelle Ocampo, Chairperson Mon Yuck Yu
National Federation of Filipino American Associations- Co-Founder
New York Chapter Academy of Medical and Public Health Services

5306 3rd Avenue, 2nd Floor
Brooklyn, New York 11220

Mohamed Q. Amin, Executive Director Adriana Beltran, Deputy Director
Caribbean Equality Project Woodside on the Move
P.O. Box 200248 51-23 Queens Boulevard
Queens, New York 11420 Woodside, New York 11337

Annetta Seecharan, Executive Director Jerry Vattamala, Director of Democracy Program
Chhaya Community Development Corporation Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund
37-43 77th Street, #2                                                          99 Hudson Street, 12th Floor
Jackson Heights, New York 11372 New York, New York 10013

Mae Lee, Executive Director Wai Yee, Executive Director
Chinese Progressive Association Homecrest
230 Grand Street, Room 504 1413 Avenue T
New York, New York 10013 Brooklyn, New York
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Brianna Cea, President Beatrice Chen, Executive Director
OCA-NY Asian Pacific American Advocates Immigrant Social Services
P.O. Box 3233 137 Henry Street, 4th Floor
New York, New York 10008 New York, New York 10002

Anita Gundanna and Vanessa Leung, Co-Executive Directors
Coalition for Asian American Children and Families
50 Broad Street, 18th Floor
New York, New York 10004

Jagpreet Singh, Interim Political Director Ansen Tang, Executive Director
DRUM Desis Rising Up & Moving United Chinese Association of Brooklyn
72-18 Roosevelt Avenue 1787 Stillwell Avenue
Jackson Heights, New York 11372 Brooklyn, New York 11223

Yang Chen, Executive Director
Asian American Bar Association of New York
45 Rockefeller Plaza, 20th Floor
New York, New York 10111

cc:  John Flateau, Executive Director
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