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CHAI R WALCOTT: Okay. Good afternoon.
My name is Dennis Walcott, and wel cone to our
Queens Public Hearing on the redistricting
process. And before we officially start, |
want to thank Dr. Earl Sinmons who's in the
back.

Doct or, would you raise your hand for
maki ng the arrangements for York Coll ege.

And just so you're aware that this building
is basically closed and they've opened it up
for us because they're about to undertake a
maj or $15 mllion renovation for the
Perform ng Arts Center.

So, | just wanted to share with you and
t hank you for your openness and generosity in
having this open for the community, so thank
you very nmuch, Doctor.

And before we call up our witnesses to
testify, I'd like to have those nenbers of
the Comm ssion who are here to introduce
themsel ves and then we'll take it fromthere

And just from a process point simlar to what

we've done in Manhattan, we'll have in person
testinony and then we'll do virtual, in
person, virtual until we exhaust the process.
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And our goal is to make sure that we go to
all five boroughs.

And so, we did Manhattan already the
end of May, now Queens. And then on
Wednesday, we'll be in Brooklyn and then next
week we'll be in the Bronx and Staten | sl and.
So, we'll make sure we hit all five boroughs.
And al so, we have been briefing members of
the City Council delegations, as well as
plans to meet with the executive side of
governnment as wel .

So, with that being said as a
foundation, 1'll start with my right and then
go to the left.

MR. PORCHER: Good afternoon, | adies
and gentlemen. And |I'm honored to sit in
front of you as a Conmm ssioner under this
esteemed and highly inmportant Comm ssion. M
nanme is Dr. Darrin Porcher, and tonorrow, |
think, is a very inportant date that we need
to highlight in connection with the
primaries. And | think that this is the time
that we need to exercise our constitutionally
protected rights and vote for your candi date

of choice at tomorrow s primary.
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But | thank you very much, and |I'm
happy that we have you in attendance for
today's forum

MR. UDDI N: Yes, good afternoon. My
name is Maf M sbah Uddin, U-D-D-1-N. | am
involved with Labor Movenment in the City of
New York, treasurer of District Council 37,
presi dent of Local 1407. G ad that we are
representing | abor branch, | abor group, the
community in this Conm ssion and | wel conme
you. Thank you very nmuch.

MR. WVONG: Good afternoon, | adies and
gentlenmen. M nanme is Kai-Ki Wong. | live
in Queens. M experience is, | have 35 years
for the zoning history, but |I'm not so

famliar with redistricting --

CHAI R WALCOTT: Move your m c cl oser.
Pull your mc closer.

MR. WONG:. Oh, okay.

So, when | tried to nmake better ny
effort to nore understanding the restricting
rul e. I f you have a question for the map
that's my (inaudible) one day, and the zoning
hi story could be somehow the connection with

the redistricting map. That's my dream
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Okay. Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Before we get to our
executive director, we have other
comm ssioners who have joined us and nore
will be comng. They are com ng from other
meetings and fromdifferent parts of the City
as wel | .

MR. HANRATTY: Thank you.

Kevin Hanratty.

MR. COLLADO: Yovan Collado fromthe
Br onx.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you very nuch.
We'll be up there soon.

And with that being said, Counci
Member ? Council Member, are you ready? To
give her testinmny or comment, we have
Counci| Menmber Selvena Brooks-Powers.

Counci|l Menber, welcome. It's always a
pl easure to see you.

MS. BROOKS- POWERS: Thank you and good
afternoon, everyone. It is always great to
be here in Southeast Queens, especially at
this Prem er Higher Institution York Coll ege.

| am proud to see how many have conme

out tonight, and watching virtually as well,
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to speak in support of their communities.
iIs extremely crucial that we engage the
public in this process.

So, thank you to Comm ssioner WAl co
and the entire Districting Comm ssion for
hol di ng this and many ot her public meetin

The way we draw our district is
fundamental to our democracy. The shape
our districts play a part in who we choos
represent us, which in turn affects how
government addresses every issue we face.
So, it's inmportant that we get these |ine
right and create district maps that best
serves the needs and interests of communi
all across the City.

It's especially inmportant that we
protect the voting power of marginalized
communities. |I'ma |ifelong Southeast Qu
resi dent. | grew up, actually, in
St. Albans, and |I currently reside in the
Rockaways. And now, | represent parts of
Sout heast Queens and the eastern part of
Rockaway Peninsula. From Laurelton's
tree-lined streets on 225th Street, to

Seagirt Boul evard's ocean view, to our
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thriving small business corridors on Beach
20th Street, Merrick Boul evard, Francis
Lewis -- just to name a few.

Council District 31 is a m crocosm of
New York City. Southeast Queens is
predom nantly black and includes many menbers
of the Cari bbean diaspora. Comunities |ike
Arverne By The Sea, established in the early
2000s, helped to create generational wealth
for many young bl ack owners |ike nyself.

Uni que to Sout heast Queens, many
nei ghborhoods in District 31 have created a
pat hway to honmeownership for many bl ack and
brown homeowners. Our neighbors are
incredi bly diverse, but we are united through
our shared comm tment to our community.

We have a very active and vi brant
net work of civic groups, full of people who
are truly invested in doing what's best for
t heir nei ghborhoods. And although New YorKk
State has steadily | ost population in recent
decades, our district has grown but still
within the margins. This may have
significant impact on the placement of our

district |ines.
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So, as the Comm ssion works to produce

new maps, | urge you to consider the

following realities in my district:

Our communities have suffered during

t he COVI D-19 pandem c, Far Rockaway with the

second deadliest zip code at the height of

the first wave. But we have renmai ned

resilient and continue to fight for issues

critical to us.

Fromthe dire need for emergency health

care to keeping Jamaica Bay free of i

dumpi ng and better infrastructure for

| egal

our

streets, District 31 speaks with a united

voice. Our comunity share sim|lar
t opography, socioeconom c status and
I nterest --
(Time buzzer beeps.)
MS. BROOKS- PONERS: Can | just -
you don't m nd.

Not only that, but our conmmuniti

contiguous. Our shoreline, which stood years

- if

es are

of coastal erosion from Superstorm Sandy to

Hurri cane |Ida, Council District 31's
residents share a conti nued comm t ment

advocate for innovative policies and

to
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infrastructure to protect the vital New York
coastli ne.

Envi ronnental stalwart |ike the Eastern
Queens Alliance, led by Ms. Barbara Brown,
"Fight to maintain my district ecol ogical gem
Jamai ca Bay." Their commtnment to
environmental stewardship, paired with ny
advocacy, ensured that we created the
beautiful Idlewild Park Preserve
Envi ronmental Science Learning Center. W
al so have active civic groups that keep our
residents connected and invested in our
nei ghbor hoods, from the Federated Bl ocks of
Laurelton to Rosedale Civic Association.

These groups are an unwavering voice
t hat speak to the evolving needs of our
residents. Altering district lines will
di srupt the fabric of our communities,

m saligning conflicted interests and
underm ning this comunity's resoundi ng
voi ce.

| m also proud to represent parts of
JFK. The JFK Redevel opment Project is
profoundly val uable as an econom c drive in

District 31, with an estimted 10,000 jobs in
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devel opment. Reinvesting in the people and
busi nesses of Council District 31 will not
only ensure the success of the redevel opment,
but will maintain the quality of life for the

resi dents of Southeast Queens.

As such, JFK should remain in the
district, so that ny constituents can
continue to have direct access to enpl oyment
opportunities and benefits. Our conmmunities
deserve a unified voice in governnment.

Di luting our voting power across districts
wi Il weaken that voice. It would alter the
representation we see in governnent and
threaten our ability to advocate for

oursel ves and address the issue we face.

As you all work to produce our new
maps, | urge the Comm ssion not to break up
these strong mnority comunities, especially
in light of what we see going on on a federal
| evel .

We cannot continue to |let our voice be
stifled. We need districts that keep our
communities together, so that we can continue
to stand together on the issues that matter

most. Our neighbors are counting on each
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ot her to keep showi ng up and fighting for al
of the issues that matter to us. That is why
it's so critical that we keep our

nei ghbor hoods toget her.

| urge the Comm ssion, finally, to keep
t hese pressing needs in the mnd as you al
continue this inmportant work. Thank you so
much for your consideration and tinme.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you, Counci
Member, for your testimny, and we appreciate
t hat .

MS. BROOKS- POWERS: Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Before we go to our
virtual testimny, Dr. John Fl ateau, would
you |like to please introduce yourself and
give a little background, so people have a
sense of who you are as our executive
di rector.

DR. FLATEAU: Thank you, Chair and
Comm ssi oners and New Yorkers. M nane is
John Flateau. |1'm honored to serve as the
executive director of our brilliant staff of
the Districting Conm ssion. W' ve got a | ot
of work ahead of us. W're glad to see you.

At the begi nning of sunmer, don't
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di sappear during the sunmmer. That's when al
the lines are going to start noving around.
So, pay attention. We need your
participation. Reach out to all of your
networks to bring your information, your
constructive suggestions to the table, so
that these 15 distingui shed New Yorkers wi |
have the input, that we get to reset
denmocracy for the next decade of

New York City.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, Doctor.

And now, we'll have our testinony from
our virtual testinmony.

Yoonj oo Lee? Okay. Yoonjoo Lee? Oh,
| see it up here. Yes, Yoonjoo Lee?

Al'l right. You're on nute | see.

MS. LEE: Oh, yes. Can you --

CHAI R WALCOTT: There you go. W can
hear you now.

MS. LEE: Yes. M name is Yoonjoo Lee,
and | am representative here of Murray Hil
Mer chandi se Associ ation, which we have nore
than 70 stores in between 149th Pl ace and

150 Street.
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Most of the stores are belonging to
Asi an parties, |ike Chinese restaurants and

Korean restaurants. So, we are al

consi dering about the restrict the changing
(sic). | amnot so sure what are you going
to talk about, so we are very interested and
concerni ng about the changing the
destruction.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you very nuch for
your testinmony.

Next is Marsha O Brien or Marcia
O Brien. Thank you. Welcone.

MS. O BRI EN: Good eveni ng, everyone.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Hold on one second.
There you go. Just nmove it up a little, so
t hat way -- thank you very nuch. Yep.

MS. O BRI EN: Good evening, Chairman
and Counci | menber. My name is Marcia O Brien
and I|'mthe president of the 148th Driver and
Community Bl ock Association, also the second
vice chair to Community Board 13 and the
presi dent and board chairperson of the
Rosedal e Civic Associ ation.

Thank you for inviting nmy testinmny at
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this public hearing to address the
redistricting of the New York City Counci
District lines. M colleagues fromthe
Rosedal e Civic Association will also

hi ghl i ght our history, the infrastructure,
zoning and quality of |life concerns of our
community.

Allow me to make reference to the
February 2013 revised district plan. There
are three fundamental sources of |aw that
governs redistricting; the U S.
Constitution's 14th Anmendnent, the Feder al
Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the
New York City Charter. As it relates to the
14t h Amendment for equal protection that
establishes that one-person, one-vote
standard. This also requires that districts
be generally of equal popul ation.

We think our district is able to
successfully maintain the popul ation size
within the 10 percent of overall popul ation
devi ation all owed under the Charter. W do
not want our district to be disrupted.

As it relates to voting rights, we are

strong in our voting. W are a strong voting
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community. We have a synergy. W need to
ensure that changes suggested for
redistricting in our district, that's
District 31, is nondiscrimnatory. Pl ease do
not di srupt our district.

As it relates to keeping our
nei ghbor hoods and comunities of interest
intact. We feel that our district is
reasonably compact and contiguous. W have
simlar priorities. Our electives are
fam liar with our priorities from fl ooding,
zoning, quality of life issues, et cetera.

|t makes sense to keep our conmunities

t oget her.

Redi stricting will disproportionately
I mpact our district. Many voters will
di sengage from the voting process. It will
be denorali zing. It also will contribute to

the growing inability of |ocal geography to
bi nd people together as a cohesive comunity.
Nonconpetitive district produces
unaccount abl e | egi sl ators.

Thank you again for the opportunity to
testify.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for
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taking the time, comng out as well.

Next, we'll have a virtual testinony.

Lara Gregory.

MS. GREGORY: Good afternoon, Chair
Wal cott and Menmbers of the City Redistricting
Comm ssion. M name is Lara Gregory and |I'm
a | awyer by profession.

| was one of the volunteers who worked
during the pandem c for the Queens Conpl ete
Count, organized by the office of the Queens
Borough President and then headed by Sharon
Lee. | served as member of the Queens
District Attorney AAPI Advisory Board, and
al so served the Queens comunity as menber
and director at |arge of Queens Community
Board 4, which covers El mhurst.

In order for me to adhere to the time
limt, | will be reading my testinmony.

|*ve lived in Queens for close to
20 years. In fact, when | first noved to New
York, my cousins brought me to the Phil-Am
stores and restaurants in Wodside to find
specific cures for homesickness, |ike the
fruit drinks that we had during summer,

cant al oupe or melon juice or you may not be
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famliar with it, but | prom se you it tastes

great, avocado shake.

It was al so the place where, before the
advent of the internet and online news,
uncl es and aunts will get a copy of the
Filipino Reporter, an actual physical
newspaper that printed stories and news from
the homeland. It is a place where people
mark their celebrations, from baptisns, to
weddi ngs, anniversaries, block parties and
even receptions after a loved one is buried.

No wonder that this month, that corner
of Roosevelt Avenue and 70th Street was nanmed
Little Manila Avenue. And you should have
seen the joy that caused the spontaneous |ine
dancing on the street. In deed, if Wodside
Is home and a place to nourish bodies and
soul with warm neals, Elmhurst is the place
where our comunity menbers work and devote
their tinme.

Our New York community as a whol e
survived the two-year pandem c at an enor nmous
cost to the lives of Filipino nurses and
health care workers who perished while taking

care of patients, regardless of race, color
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or creed. The fact that a third of the
nurses who perished were Filipino Americans,
even if they make up only four percent of the
nurses popul ati on, means that they were the
ones who had direct patient contact. At
times the only humans the patients saw unti l

t he end.

Filipino Americans are the nurses and
health care workers who cared for the sick,
whet her in the hospital, nursing homes or at
home. The teachers who teach the kids at
school, the nannies who care for the babies
at home, so that the parents can get their
good night's rest. And the honme workers who
make sure your household is running snoothly.

| ask you to honor the lives of the
heros of the pandemc, as well as the regqular
heros of our daily lives, who keep our
children safe and our famlies contfortable by
keeping the integrity and whol eness of
Woodsi de and of Elmhurst within District 26
and within District 25 respectively.

Thank you so much for |istening.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your

testi mony, as well. Thank you.
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Next here, we'll have -- and forgive me
if I mspronounce the nane. s it Anbalisa

Per saud (phonetic)?

MS. PERSAUD: Anmbi ka Persaud?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Anbika. Yes, I'm
sorry.

MS. PERSAUD: Good afternoon. Thank
you to the New York City Districting
Comm ssion for convening this hearing today.
My name is Ambi ka Persaud. |'m an active
member and summer organi zer at South Queens
Women's March, a | ocal grassroots gender
justice organizati on.

|"ve also lived in the Queens
nei ghbor hoods of Richmond Hill and
South Ozone Park for nost of my life.
Founded right before the pandem c hit,
Sout h Queens Women's March anmplifies the
voi ces of South Queens' diverse wonmen and
gender expansive people.

We are a nmultigenerational
I ntersectional platform working to foster
women's enmpower nent. We take our sisterhood
to the street to unify wonmen and gender

expansi ve people and connect themto the
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tools and resources necessary to enmpower
their own |lives and drive.

That includes fighting food insecurity
and period poverty, tackling gender-based
vi ol ence, pronoting enpowerment for youth and
prof essional devel opment, and pronoting civic
engagenent, all while meeting people where
they are, which is what brought us to becone
a proud menmber of the APA Voice Redistricting
Task Force.

Much of our work has been based in the
Sout h Queens nei ghborhoods of Richmond Hil
and South Ozone Park, home to vibrant and
wi despread Asian American popul ations,
specifically South Asians, mainly consisting
of Punjabi and | ndo-Cari bbeans that census
data does not fully account for.

These comunities have been
gerrymandered for far too |long. W have
advocated and we will continue to advocate
for AALDEF' s Asian comunity of interest
maps. As a community of interest, we take
the same mass transit, we attend the sane
schools, we worship in the same faith-based

institutions, we eat the sanme types of
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cui sines and we share sim |l ar soci oeconom c
statuses, yet we have been anong the nost
egregiously divided at every single |evel of
gover nment .

At the City Council |evel, we are
divided into three council districts -- 28,
29 and 32, with nost of our community |iving
in Districts 28 and 32. If you take a | ook
at the overlay of the AALDEF community of
interest map with the existing council maps
for these districts, which we are submtting
in our testinmny, you will see how we are
di vi ded, even at the very heart of our
community of interest.

As you go to the draw ng board and
consi der these maps, we ask that you pl ease
do not divide us. Pl ease keep Richmond Hil
and South Ozone Park whole to the extent
possi ble. This is about equity for an Asian
popul ation in Queens, that has grown | arger
t han any other racial group, per the | ast
census, by 29 percent. An increase many
| ocal CBOs, including ours, put so much
energy into capturing by tirelessly

advocating for equitable voting rights and
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yet the current political climte continues
to enrage us.

Just this morning, the New York Supreme
Court struck down a New York City | aw that
woul d have granted voting rights to 800, 000
noncitizen residents. Now, it is nore
I mportant than ever to ensure voter equity
for mnority popul ations, especially in the
nei ghbor hoods of Richnond Hill and
Sout h Ozone Park. Our rights are on the
line, including our bodily autonomny.

Thank you for listening. As we always
say at South Queen Women's March, "Our voice
IS our power."

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you very nuch for
your testimony as well.

Next, we'll do virtual.

WIlliam Perkins, welcome. M. Perkins?

MR. PERKINS: Yes. Hello,

Comm ssioner. | apol ogize. | had to unnute.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Not a problem

MR. PERKI NS: Al'l right. Comm ssi on,

t hank you for hearing ny testimny. | wil
be brief. Mne is about keeping our district

intact and fully intact, particularly JFK
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Airport, which is on the periphery of our
district.
Again, my name is Bill Perkins. | have

been a resident of Rosedal e since 2003.
currently serve on Rosedale Civic Association
as a board nember. |I'ma former president
and board chair. |''m also on the Eastern
Queens Alliance, which is a comunity of
seven civics, which represents this
comunity. | serve as vice chair and I'm a
former member of the Community District
Educati on Council 29.

Rosedale is primarily a single and
two-famly home conmmunity. We have a little
bit |l ess than 30,000 residents which are
predom nantly black and West Indian. Our
nei ghbori ng communities, which are Laurelton,
Brookvill e and Springfield Gardens have a
simlar footprint and makeup of honme types
and denographi cs.

We have common concerns regarding
health and public safety, and we continue to
work with our elected officials and our
communities on education and bringing

econom cs and businesses to our conmmunity.
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Most recently, we have partnered
t ogether on certain issues that we've had in
our community regarding public safety, one of
which |I'm working with the elected officials
in securing the 116th Precinct, which will
be, you know, a tremendous benefit to the
community, to bring parity and public safety
to this part of Queens.

We wor ked together in the early 2000s
on rezoning to stop overdevel opnment in our
community, and we're currently working on
gquality of life issues; such as getting
illegal truck parking off of our residential
streets and our parKks.

So, with that, | say that to
denonstrate that we, as a comunity, not only
Rosedal e, but our neighboring towns, you
know, really are -- are really one -- speak
one voice. We have conmon issues, which is
why we want to make sure we keep our district
I ntact.

Thank you for hearing ny testinony.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi mony, sir.

Next, in person, WIlliam Stanford, Jr.,
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M. X, the Five-borough Man.

MR. STANFORD, JR.: When you redraw the
i nes, you should go by the bus corridors,
whi ch | had mentioned the previous decade,
also earlier in this day. Go by the bus
corridors, that's the best way to redraw
them This way we'll know who is
representing us.

Yest erday, | double-clicked on the
events, the hearings and meetings you held
before today. | first discovered them on the
website yesterday. And as | stated earlier
today, this event was originally scheduled to
be held across the street at 94-20 Brewer
Boul evard. When | arrived there, |
di scovered it's scheduled to be here at
94-45 Brewer Boul evard.

| f you changed the site -- if you have
to change the site, tell us before time, not
after or possibly reschedule the event.

Okay?

Earlier today, | asked a female
empl oyee, "Can | testify live?" And she
didn't answer nmy question, which | didn't

appreciate. A male enployee (inaudible) told
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me | had to sign another sheet if | wanted to

testify. That's not very swift. Starting up
-- changing the location after time isn't
very swift. Starting these public hearings
at a time when people are still -- 4 p.m at
a time when people are still working isn't
very swift. So, you need to take that into
consi derati on.

And thank God that we were only across
the street fromthat building because if we
were further away, | wouldn't have made it.
So, please take what | say into
consi deration. Okay? |In other words, take
your time and do it right, |like the SOS Band.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testimony, sir.

Next is virtual.

MIly -- is it Sally Wong or MIIly?

MS. M LLY WONG: lt's MIIly Wng.

CHAI R WALCOTT: M lly Wong. Okay. I'm
sorry.

MS. MLLY WONG. That's okay.

Hi, everyone. | just want to talk
about ElI mhurst south side of Queens

Boul evard, which consists of predom nantly
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wor ki ng cl ass homeowners who live in private
two/three famly homes. It is a quiet oasis
agai nst the nore hustle and bustle of the
north side of Queens Boul evard.

We're asking that the south side of
Queens Boul evard, up until Grand Avenue, be
redrawn to be included with the Maspeth
district. Our two communities, Maspeth and
El mhurst, share the same civic organization.
We grew up together. We walk to the sane
super mar kets, churches, schools. OQur
famlies bought homes in the neighboring
communities. W even once shared the sane
el ect ed.

We're asking to be returned to the
original council maps that align our little
enclave with our sister community of Maspeth.
The recent assenbly redistricting returns
this part of Elmhurst with Maspeth. Most of
us do not cross Queens Boul evard to the north
side. It is a very dangerous intersection.
It is a major barrier.

We are currently in District 25, which
enconmpasses nost of Jackson Hei ghts and

El mhur st . The communities of the north side
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and the south side of Queens Boul evard are
very different. Unli ke the south side, the
north side consists of taller, nore densely
popul ated apartment dwel |l ers.

The difference is so great that many of
our interests that affect our lives are in
direct conflict with the residents of the
north side. Our concerns are nuted agai nst
t he nore popul ous and | ouder voices of the
ot her side. The south side wants to keep the
I ntense devel opment of the north side at bay.

The influx of devel opers buying up
houses in the area and converting themto
condos and apartnment buil dings has saturated
the north side. They're now eyeing the south
side. We've seen beautifully kept
owner - occupi ed homes bought out by devel opers
and having it be converted to nultifamly
absentee | andl ord buil di ngs.

These new structures destroyed the
scal e and context of our community, where
there was once neatly preserved with simlar
architectural design hones, we're seeing ugly
eyesores that jut out against a once neat and

uni formed street.
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Longti me residents are nmoving out of
our area, allowi ng developers to infrastrate
with l[ittle resistance. These changes
destabilize a community. Many of these
unwant ed changes woul d not have occurred had
we had the support of civics and | ocal
el ectives.

We need representation from our
officials that are aligned with our
interests. Many of our interests and wi shes
are in direct conflict with the north side.
Shoul d our representatives represent
homeowners or tenants? Should he advocate
for increasing devel opnment in housing density
to accomodate the housing needs of the north
side constituency? Or should he advocate for
the desires of the less influential south
side?

OQur area has been inmpacted by increased
crimnal activities, including gangs, drugs,
prostitution, et cetera. Our homes broken
i nto, our cars stolen. Yet we continue to be
told by our precinct that their efforts are
on the north side. W know that side has a

hi gher concentration of crimnal activity,
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but should our neighborhood suffer, too?

Recently, we found out through our
Maspet h nei ghbors that the building that
houses the local firehouse, the El mhurst
Eagles, is in jeopardy of collapsing because
t he devel oper right nextdoor conmprom sed its
foundati on. It is damaged beyond repair.

The timeline to rebuild the firehouse is
ten years.

No one knew about this issue, so little
attention was made of it. There continues to
be a | ack of urgency and conmmunication with
regards to contingency pl ans.

| could go on and on, but in the
interest of time and with consideration to
t he ot her speakers, | just want to concl ude.
El mhurst South side of Queens Boul evard woul d
be better served if it was in line with
District 30.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testinony.

Next, we'll have Alfred Osbourne.

MR. OSBOURNE: Thank you so much

M. Chairman and distinguished Commttee.
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We're just happy to be here to come and voice
our opinion, that hopefully we could
i nfluence our comunity.

My nane is Alfred Osbourne and |I'm a
43-year resident of Rosedal e and just happy
and | ove my community. |, also, amthe first
vice president of the Rosedale Civic
Associ ation and also the chairperson of the
Quality of Life, which is a very inportant
i ssue for all of us.

| want to just talk on some issues that
we -- that were discussed by nmy coll eagues.
| just want to add sonme things. One of the
things is that we're a very cohesive
community, working very closely with our
counsel person and al so the NYPD. ' m al so
the chair, the community |iaison, between
NYPD and the community, which is sonmething |
enj oy, al so.

So, basically, what we want to do is
keep our community intact, keep it because we
know t hat the decisions that are made by you
will impact us for the next ten years, so
that's why we're here. And we also want to

say is that, let's take for instance JFK, we
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want to still have JFK as part of our
community, because not only we have the issue
of the noise and pollution, but we also have
j obs. So, we have to weigh both sides in
terms of this, so very inmportant.

We al so have the issues of -- here in
Sout heast Queens, especially in Rosedale, is
the issue of flooding. Flooding is a very,
very big problem We got certain parts have
been conpl eted, and we want to keep it
intact, so we could continue with our
relationship with our council person, to keep
putting sewers.

| was very nmuch a part of the initial
construction of the sewers. | want to
continue to be a part of that and worKking
closely with our council person. \When you
have a change of | eadership, you have a
change of priorities. So, that's why we want
to make sure that our priorities stay the
same.

The other issues that we want to talk
about is crime. Crime, as | said, |I'mthe
l'iai son with NYPD. We have the 160th

Precinct which is comng in. Again, we want
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to keep the priorities forefront -- right
front and center, that any issues that we
have, we have a much faster response in our
communi ty.

And that's what it is, trying to
m nim ze crime and keeping our community
intact. 'Cause our community is in the city,
but it has a suburban feature and we want to
keep it that way.

Thank you so much.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testinony, sir.

Next, will be virtual.

Li z Naci novi ch.

MS. NACINOVICH: Hello. MW nanme is Liz
Naci novich, and | am the president of the
Br oadway Fl ushi ng Homeowners' Associ ati on.
We have nore than 1,500 honmes in our
association in the boundaries. And it's very
i mportant that we keep our representation in
our community as one. W have nmore than half
of those honmes that are covered by a deed
restriction, that we have now had to go to
court quite a few tines in order to keep that

intact. And we -- right now, the lines are
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bei ng drawn that are separating our conmmunity
and it's very inmportant that we stay
t oget her.

And so, | would ask the Conm ssion to
pl ease | ook at these types of situations and
be cogni zant of the comunity that we have
built, and that it's very inmportant that
we're represented by the people that have
been with us all al ong.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testinony.

Next will be -- is it Irnel Steven?

MR. STEPHEN: Stephen.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Stephen. M apol ogies.
| will try not to repeat it.

MR. STEPHEN: That's okay. " mused to

CHAI R WALCOTT: As you're com ng up, if
t here's another sheet -- we're at the end of
this sheet. Thank you very much.

MR. STEPHEN: My name is lIrnel Stephen.
| Iived in Rosedale since 1974. M counci
person (i naudi ble) wasn't even born yet. So,

when | | eave from Rosedale, | just been there
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with my council man, so that's the only one
who under st and. |*ve seen how the inmportance

of keeping what you need. Rosedal e,
Laurelton, Springfield Gardens, Far Rockaway
have commonalities. Mainly one-famly hones,

homeowners and also simlar AM.

It is important. We're not asking for
favor. We're only asking to keep what we
al ready have that is working well. Yes, we

are flooding. Yes, after Sandy you got
devastated. After Sandy, there was a new
advi sing, there was a study made for el evated
board way, stay good. Nothing has been done.

There's the study, the design, | think
(i naudi ble). But this same project, it's not
hi gh-five of the governor, what he does,
hi gh-five of the mayor, not one single thing
has been assigned to do the worKk. It doesn't
make any sense. The only evacuation route,
bl ocked, is through that.

Now, the road in the m ddle of the
marsh. We're in danger. W need to keep the
City intact, so that problenms can get sol ved
together. There's no need for a change. W

have you and we call you our voice.
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Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

As we prepare for the next virtual
testimony, just a little bit of housekeeping,
in that we are transcribing all the remarks,
so we have an official record as well. And
we've also had two, | think, new members of
the Comm ssion join us since we did the
initial introduction.

MS. MATEO: Good afternoon. M name is
Maria Mateo.

MR. SULLI VAN: Kevin Sullivan.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And wel come the both of
you.

Next .

MODERATOR: Al bert Liu.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Al bert Coo?

MR. LI U: Hel |l o, good evening. Thank
you, Comm ssioners, for this speaking
opportunity. M name is Albert Liu, and I am
the part-time civic coordinator for Korean
Community Services in Bayside, Queens and
also the KCS representative to the APA Voice

Redi stricting Task Force.
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The APA community of interest in
Baysi de, Auburndal e needs to continue to be
kept whole in one district. Please refer to
t he nei ghbor hood map of Baysi de, Auburndale
t hat AALDEF has subm tted.

The APA community in Bayside,
Auburndale is primarily of Korean and
Chi nese. They share simlar interests
related to schools, small businesses,
restaurants, tutoring centers, churches and
grocery stores, many of whom do not speak
English as their first | anguage.

Founded in 1973 in Wodsi de, Queens,
KCS moved to Bayside to specifically meet the
growi ng linguistic and cultural needs of the
Asi an community in Bayside. From 2000 to
2010, the APA community in District 19 grew
by 53 percent from 28,000 to 43,000. And
according to 2020 census data, in it,
addi tional 36,000 Asian Ameri cans have been
added to the population in Bayside,
Aubur ndal e.

Because the APA community in Bayside,
Aubur ndal e has been kept together in the sane

district, KCS has made a huge inpact on the
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Asi an American comunity there. Last year,
we provided nore than 50,000 neals for
homebound adults, organized 72 free COVID
testing clinics, served as an early voting
site and nmuch nore.

Additionally, the APA community is able
to elect a candidate of their choice that
wi Il understand their culture and diversity.
Pl ease keep our communities of interest whole
and together.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

Next is Felicia Singh.

MS. SINGH: Hi, I'm Felicia Singh. I
am the advocacy and canpai gns manager for
Jahaj ee Sisters.

Jahajee Sisters is a healing and
political home for |Indo-Caribbeans who have
survived or are at risk for experiencing
gender-based vi ol ence, and we are organized
to hel p achieve gender justice.

Our community of support guide
survivors to heal, recover and thrive in our

| eadershi p devel opment, grassroots organi zing
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and arts activism We amplify community
voi ces to transfer culture, including the
systenms that hold us back.

OQur I ndo-Cari bbean community is a | arge
and margi nalized Asian American popul ati on.
Our menmbers primarily reside in Ri chmond
Hill, South Ozone Park and Ozone Park areas
in Queens. We ask you to keep these
nei ghbor hoods together in the redistricting
process. We're here to advocate that you
consi der AALDEF map and boundary |ines as one
community of interest that enconpasses
nei ghbor hoods of Richmond Hill and
Sout h Ozone Par k.

I n hearing from our menbership who are
women and nonbi nary fol ks, the consensus is
cl ear. For years of counting, our conmmunity
remain in constant struggle for resources and
funding from programs, from our schools to
smoot her roads and hi ghway, to the dire need
for a community center. We know the
i mplications of not having the basics in our
community because we've lived without it for
decades, despite Indo-Caribbeans being the

second | argest inmm grant community in
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New York City.

We're home to Little Guyana and Punj ab,
where many members of our comunity are
undocunment ed, speaks several |anguages and
are deeply working class. The demands for
resources are currently split between three
di fferent council nmenbers -- Council 32, 29
and 28.

One of the council members currently,

t oday, supported the Supreme Court decision
to prevent noncitizen residents to vote in
New York City. Representation is about being
able to turn to an elected official who
shares the same val ues as the people they
represent. There's a deep m salignment of
this in our communities in R chmond Hill,
South Ozone Park and even Ozone Park.

Our i mm grant communities, documented
or not, are counted in the census, and they
need to be counted in every other way. This
is where you all come in.

Agai n, consider AALDEF map and boundary
lines with one community of interest that
enconpasses nei ghborhoods of Richnond Hill

and South Ozone ParKk.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Public

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N R R N N N N o e = e e e T T = T N
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P, O

Heari ng
June 27, 2022
44

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

Virtual, next, Linda Lam welcome.

MS. LAM Good afternoon. Thank you,
Comm ssi oner and nmenmbers of the Conm ssion
for allowing me the opportunity to speak.

My name is Linda Lam and | am a
homeowner and resident of Seabury Street of
El mhurst on the south side of Queens
Boul evard. ' m also a board menmber of the
Newt own Seni or Center, vice president of the
Chi nese American Citizens Alliance of Greater
New York and a bl ock captain of the civic
organi zati on, COMET, which stands for
Citizens of Maspeth and El mhurst Toget her.

| have been a resident and a homeowner
on the sanme street for 48 years. MW area is
currently included under City Counci
District 25. M area and my nei ghboring
street are made of one to three-famly homes
and we go shopping, our children go to
school, and we go play, picnicking and have
our little |l eague games at Juni per Vall ey

Park, all on the south side of Queens
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Boul evard.

The north side of Queens Boul evard,
part of District 25, is made up nostly of
apartment buil dings and shops and the needs
of what are nostly apartment dwell ers and
busi ness are very different from me and ny
nei ghbor hoods on the south side of Queens
Boul evard.

For the past 48 years, |'msorry to say
t hat for our nmuch-needed constituent
services, we usually have to go to the
nei ghboring District 30, because our needs
are nmostly not met by our own District 25.

These include constituent services;
such as workshop and services to hel ped with
property assessnment, issues with sidewal k
viol ations, illegal conmmercial parking on
residential streets, senior transportation,
assi stance for seniors with snow renoval,
vari ous health screening for seniors and
recreational outings. W usually have to go
to District 30 for these services.

We woul d, therefore, like to request
t hat our nei ghboring streets with boundaries,

i ncludi ng Grand Avenue on the west, Queens
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Boul evard on the north and 59th Avenue and
Wbodhaven Boul evard on the east, be included
as part of District 30.

This redistricting would be consi stent
with and justify our requesting the
much- needed service our nmembers -- our
seniors and our neighbors and | have been
receiving in hope to continue to benefit from
District 30.

When we ask for services, our words can
be | ouder and we do not have to say, "I'm
sorry. " m not from your district, but I
would like to receive services from your
office." And then be told that priority
always go first to residents in the district.

| urge you to have the aforementi oned
area to be put under District 30, to be in
line with the same characteristic of the rest
of District 30.

Thank you very much on behal f of
mysel f, my neighbors and my seniors in the
affected area. Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testinony as well.

Next, we have René Hill.
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MS. RENE HILL: You're going to have to
excuse me, because I'msick and | just got
out of bed because | knew | had to be here.

| was the chairperson of Conmmunity
Board 12.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Can | just ask you -- |
was going to say the same thing.

MS. RENE HILL: Take my mask off?

CHAI R WALCOTT: No. | mean, it's up to
you and your confort |level, but we're
transcri bing, so | see her |eaning forward.
So, whatever you're conmfortable wth.

MS. RENE HILL: Okay. So, | was the
former Queens chairperson of Comunity Board
12. | was the vice president of St. Al bans
Chamber of Commerce. | have to write it
down -- so, New York City CERT menber, | am
ri ght now, Addisleigh Park member, |'m still
ri ght now. | hel ped to | andmar k Addi sl ei gh
Park, so that we can keep the conmmunity as it
Is, a black historical community with
beauti ful homes, so that devel opers don't
come and ruin it.

| was the | ead nmember of UCVCR, which

hel ped to fight to save the veterans hospital
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or veterans community center for our veterans
here in Queens. We have the npbst veterans in
all of New York City. So, | lead that fight
and we won. We still have the VA hospital
there and hopefully we can bring back
services to that hospital.

| was a member of and a founder of
Sout h Queens Residents Environnmental Justice
Counci | . | am former Queens Civic Congress
vice president, executive vice president, and
that's an organi zation that covers all of
Queens' Civic Organi zations. And what el se?
| was a treasurer at Southern Queens Park
Associ ati on.

So, | have been very active in the
community. | have an econom cs degree from
York Coll ege, and | was born here 64 years
ago, right here in Holliswood Hospital, which
Is no |l onger Holliswood Hospital, so | know
Queens.

And from what | hear, | hear a | ot
about race and it really disturbs me, people
wanting to make it more segregated when
Queens has al ways been an integrated

community. And | feel that a | ot of people
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do want to keep the district as it is.

And that's why | back or | support the
Queens Civic Congress plan. It was submtted
to you. | hope you all read it. It's here,
64 pages. And it keeps the comunities
intact, but yet we're redistricted so that
t he numbers are fair.

| don't know why we're rebuilding the
wheel . And if you haven't tal ked to Paul
Grazi ano that worked on this, you need to.
You need to have him-- | know he's going to
talk later on. But it seens like we're
rebuil ding the wheel when someone already did
it for you.

And | hope that we don't go into
segregation. People throw ng, you know,
their race in it and how -- this is how
New York is. And every person elected, if
you don't |ike, you should nove in the other
nei ghborhood. |'m sorry, but we can't nove
di stricts around just because you want your
race to be all in one area.

So, I'"'m René Hill, and | hope that you
do check out the Queens Civic Congress

proposal .
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Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

Next, will be virtual, Henry --

MR. EULER: Euler.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Okay. Just wanted to
get the last name correct.

Henry Eul er, wel cone.

MR. EULER: That's correct. Thank you.

Yeah, my name is Henry Euler, and I'm
representing the Auburndal e | nprovenent
Associ ation today. l"m the new president of
t he organi zation. For 15 years, | was the
first vice president and the buil ding and
zoni ng chair.

My civic organization is the ol dest and
| argest in area in Queens County. We were
founded in 1905 and incorporated in 1915.
Now, | wasn't around then, but | am a
l'ifelong member of Bayside, 73 years. My
organi zation is a member of Queens Civic
Congress. And as Mrs. Hill said previously,
that's an unbrella organi zati on made up of
dozens of other Queens civic and community

organi zati ons.
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Queens Civic Congress sponsored a study
for the City Council Redistricting for the
entire borough of Queens. The study was
devel oped by Paul Graziano, a noted urban
pl anner and wel |l -known | and use specialist.
The plan was distributed to all of the
menbers of the Queens Civic Congress,
i ncluding my own, and we approved the study.

| was very inpressed at the detail and
the scope of the study. The proposal keeps
communities together as much as possi bl e and
adj ust districts, so the number of residents
i n each individual district meets the
paranmeters set up by the Districting
Comm ssi on.

It doesn't reflect the interest of a
f ew. Rat her, it respects all of the
resi dents of Queens and tries to set up
districts that are representative of each
particul ar area.

| believe that the members of my civic,
as well as other local comunity residents in
Auburndal e -- and by the way, my district
runs from 162nd Street to 207th Street in

Western Bayside and from 18th Avenue
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Whi testone all the way down to Booth Menori al
Avenue and the Long Island Expressway, and we
overlap with many civic organizations. W
wor k together very closely. W get al ong
very, very well. And we would like to stay
together in the sanme district if we can;
that's District 19.

| believe that -- | think it fosters a
feeling of cohesion when we're all together
and we're working together, and that's one of
the big reasons why we would |ike to stay
together in District 19.

And | would end by saying that | would
urge the Redirecting Comm ssion to really
| ook over the Graziano study. | heard today
a | ot of people say that they would also |ike
to remain with their own area in the sane
district. There may be some changes t hat
have to be made al ong the way, but | think
the Graziano study is a great starting point,
and | think that should be | ooked at very
careful ly.

Thank you so much for letting me
testify today. | appreciate it.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for you
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testimony, sir.

M chel e Keller.

MS. KELLER: Good afternoon. ' m
somewhat unready. | just received Paul
Graziano's report, so | haven't been able to
go over the whole 64 pages. But the pages
that | did go over was --

CHAI R WALCOTT: Can you just nmove a

little to the -- there you go.

MS. KELLER: Well, let me tell you a
little bit about nyself. | have been in this
community since 1975. | was a New York City

Police Officer, then | became a detective.
retired in 2005 and |I've been on the
community board for alnmost 30 years. And
| ' ve been seeing a significant change in
District 27.

And one of the proposed proposals that
M. Graziano made for District 27, because
we' re undercounted, is to take sone residents
or bring residents fromDistrict 23 and 24.
And the reason why | say |I'munready is
because | want to know how that woul d inmpact
us further. Because the people that are

movi ng into our district now are changing the
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contextual | ook of our community. So, | wil
be submtting a detailed testinmony tonight.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you very much.
And you raised a good point, just so the
audi ence both here and virtual will know,
that we will be taking ongoing testinony.
So, if you're not available to testify here,

either in person or virtually, you could

still e-mail the information in and a little
| ater on, we'll give you directly where to
send it. So, | just want you to be aware

t hat you have plenty of time to submt your
testinony as well.
Next is virtual.
John Park, welcome. You're on mute.
MR. PARK: Hell o. Can you hear me?
CHAI R WALCOTT: There you go.
MR. PARK: Great. All right.
My name is John Park -- hell o,
Comm ssioners -- Executive Director of the
M nkwon Center for Comunity Action, which is
t he convener organization for the APA
Redi stricting Task Force. And also, we're

the, you know, the recent convener of the APA
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community and sonme other coalitions in the
City participation space.

The M nkwon Center alone has registered
about 95,000 imm grant voters since 2004 when
we started our voter engagement. And then in
order to -- you know, when we start out our
voter engagenment to conbat some of the AAPI
voter participation rates, which would give
them nore time, and sonme of our early first
meetings were in 2013, '14.

| just want to add that since that
time, the AAPIs to the participation rates
have i ncreased by 350 percent since our
coalition have formed in 2013. The Flushing
area is very unique. It a very, very unique
place. It's situated in Queens, sonebody
notes it's the designated endangered | anguage
capital of the world by the Endangered
Language Association -- sorry. The | anguage
capital of the world.

And the M nkwon Center is situated
ri ght downtown Flushing. And right downtown
Is considered |like the second nost
trafficked, heavily trafficked place outside

Times Square. It feels like the third nost
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maybe at this point, maybe shifting. But the
point is still, it's a very concentrated
ar ea.

Ri ght now, M nkwon has built out a
Fl ushing hate-free zone in the Flushing area,
wi t h about 500 busi nesses, partner
busi nesses, storefront partners. Basically
stamped out some of that anti-Asian hate that
our communities have been experiencing. But
not just |ike anti-Asian hate, any sort of
hate and bigotry, including religious, you
know, hate. Because this is Flushing
hi story. This isn't just M nkwon history.
This is Flushing |local history for people to
understand Flushing's history.

After the 2008 bubbl e burst, many
devel opers turned their eyes on Flushing
because they believed they were sonmehow
recessi on-proof. But Flushing had a | ocal
econony that was -- you know, some were not
as severely inpacted in the 2008 recession
i ke the rest of the country and New York
City. And so, you know, people thought it
was ki nd of special.

But what we | earned during the pandem c
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is that the AAPI community is not immune to
recessi ons. In fact, it was, you know, as we
know and as we saw in day one of the
pandem c, it was going to be one of the first
pl aces -- one of the first areas to be hit
and one of the last to recover, which is |ike
t hese Asian American conmmerci al areas.

So, the point of these exanples is just
to show that the AAPI community and the
Flushing area in the region is a very -- not
just a comunity of interest, but it has its
own uni que characteristics and that's
i mportant to understand.

Currently, our community is divided in
terms of the proposed maps, into Districts 19
and 20. We ask that the lines, the top, the
boundari es of our APA nei ghborhood maps for
District 20, the lines in the northeast
corner should be extended up to 24th Road and
t he northwest border should be extended up to
the tip of |like 20th Avenue.

The additional adjustments to maintain
a population criteria would be to shift the
sout hern part of Auburndale to District 19,

so we can make it fit. In addition to these
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recomendati ons, we respectfully ask the
Comm ssioners to incorporate as nmuch of the
APA nei ghbor hood maps as possi bl e.

The APA Voice Redistricting Task Force
under st ands the conmunities we work in
really, really well. W' re not just veterans
of the data, the mcro and the macro | evel s
al so hyper with the block |level data. Like
we have all this data we've been anal yzi ng.

Our added contribution -- basically,
what we add to this is perspective, is that
we are from these nei ghborhoods. W
understand the cultural context. W
understand the | anguages. These are our
parents, right, we understand these
communities of interests, we are in them W
are enbedded in them And we know what can
happen, you know.

This is a lot at stake. This is
ten years, and we've seen our comunities how
t hey' ve been hurt because they weren't
necessarily held together or conpact. W
know it can be done and we know it should be
done.

Thank you.
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CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi nony.

Next, we will have -- is it Feronza
(phonetic)? |Is it Linda?

MS. LINDA: Hi, everyone. M nane is
Farzana Linda. | ama |longtime resident,
wor ker and voter in City Council District 25.
| work at Chhaya CDC, a menber organization
of APA Voice Redistricting Task Force.

We support the APA comunity in
El mhurst whole -- in keeping El mhurst whole
in the same district, and we support the
nei ghbor hood map AALDEF submtted to the
Comm ssi on.

Chhaya is a community organi zation
| ocated in Jackson Heights. Many of the
clients we serve are in Queens, including
El mhurst, Wbodsi de and Jackson Hei ghts.
Chhaya works to build housing stability,
econom c well -being and power of the
South Asian and I ndo-Caribbean community.
Our services include housing counseling for
bot h tenants and homeowners, financi al
counseling, free tax prep, immgration

services.
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We have seen how the APA community has
been severely rent and nortgage burdened,
whi ch has been exacerbated by the pandem c.
The Center for New York City Nei ghborhoods
rel eased a report in June 2021 that estimated
75,000 New Yorkers were at risk for
foreclosure, with Queens being one of the
boroughs with the highest |evels of nortgage
forbearance and nortgages past 30 days due.

Ot her risk factors for foreclosure are
rising home prices. The risk of foreclosure
and di spl acement inpact both | andlords and
tenants. I n 2021, the price per square
f ootage of a home in El mhurst and Corona
increased by 13.2 percent, and in Jackson
Hei ghts and East El mhurst, a 108 foreclosures
were filed.

As vast majority of homeowners own one
to five-unit honmes in these neighborhoods,
nmost have al ways rented out parts of their
home in order to nmeet housing cost. Wth
t hese struggling homeowners, we see tenants
continue to see their rents rise without any
i ncrease in inconme, risking homel essness.

The APA community in El mhurst nust be
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kept whole in order to preserve their
community and homes. The APA comunity in

El mhur st has many shared interests in conmon.
They need culturally sensitive and

l'i nguistically conpetent social services.

They share various comercial and cul tural
corridors, enjoy snacks and food from vari ous
ethnic street carts, receive information from
|l ocal libraries and CBOs.

It is not uncommon for conmunity
members to conme to Chhaya to get their taxes
done, pick up tea and sanmpsas and then shop
for refresh vegetables at the Chinese market
of f Broadway and El mhurst on their way hone.
The same can be said about the APA conmunity
in Jackson Hei ghts and Wbodside. Currently,
the APA community in El mhurst is kept whole
in City Council District 25 with a | arge
portion of Jackson Hei ghts.

Simlarly, the APA community in
Woodsi de is kept whole in City Counci
District 26. Both of the Asian comunities
of interests in these neighborhoods are
protected by the Voting Rights Act.

As such, the APA communities in
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El mhurst, Jackson Hei ghts and Wbodsi de shoul d
continue to be kept as whole as possible but
separate and two districts.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi mony as well.

Next, we'll do virtual.

Paul Grazi ano.

MR. GRAZI ANC: Hel | o, can you hear me?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, we can.

MR. GRAZI ANO: Thank you.

Hi, |I'"m Paul Grazi ano. | ve heard ny
name a few tinmes today. | wasn't expecting
t hat . "' m an urban pl anner. | lTive in

North Fl ushing Queens, where |I've lived ny
entire life, and | presented the Queens Civic
Congress proposal for the borough.

Now, it has been mentioned several
times. | didn't bring it up a nmonth ago at
the initial meeting. | have just submtted a
slight revision and correction because there
was a m stake that needed to be fixed and
t hat was done.

But, you know, one of the things that |

want to mention is the Queens Civic Congress
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represents dozen and dozens of civic and
homeowner organi zati ons, and we have ot her
groups like the Eastern Queens Alliance who
are allied with us on this, and other

organi zations as well, representing well over
a quarter of a mllion of the people who |ive
in the borough.

We are of every ethnicity, every stripe
that you can imagine. And it's always a
little disconcerting when | hear discussion
that solely focuses on one of the six of
seven indices that make up the redistricting
process in the City in particular, and this
happened a decade ago as well.

One of the things | want to rem nd the
public and some of the folks who have spoken
today is that we are in a somewhat unique
situation in Queens. Because out of the 14
districts that are in Queens, only in Queens,
not including District 34, which is split
bet ween Queens and Brooklyn, we are -- seven
of those 14 districts are under, under the
m ni mum popul ati on and only two are over the
maxi mum popul ati on.

And so, we have a very limted ability,
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unl ess you whol esal e, whol esal e change these
di stricts. And when | say "whol esale," |
mean, you would have to conpletely rewrite
the entire map. There is no way to satisfy
sonme of the requests that are being made, and
frankly, they shouldn't be. And I'll give an
example of M. Park who just spoke
previously.

| live in North Flushing, which is a
single-famly zoned nei ghborhood. Two bl ocks
south of me is a high density apartment area,
that area is in District 20. The | ow density
single-famly area is in District 19.
District 19 is a primarily single-famly and
two-fam |y detached area. |In fact, we have
t he hi ghest concentration of single-famly
zoning in the City of New York.

Our district is 843 people below the
m nimum that is allowed, and District 20 is
3,227 people above the mninmum so they're
within the range that they're supposed to be.
The problemis the other districts
surrounding District 20 are 2,697 bel ow the
mninmum that's District 24, which is Kew

Gardens Hills, Jami ca Estates, et cetera.
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And District 23, which is G en Oaks, Bayside
Hills, et cetera, that area is 8,000 people
under the m ni mum

So, what | have done -- and | think
sonme of the people who have spoken, and
you'l |l be receiving additional testinony from
our allied groups -- is to do this in a way
t hat keeps our comunities together, as they
have been, based on our zoning, our civic
areas, and where it makes sense to shift
popul ati ons of |ike interest.

And we did that, for exanple, for
District 23, where we renoved a portion of
what's called the Hill Side Courier, which is
substantially South Asian, and renmpve it from
District 27 to District 23 because District
27 has enough population to shift that.

So, again, | hope you will | ook at the
Queens Civic Congress proposal. This has
been vetted by literally dozens of
organi zations, and we all believe that this
Is the way to go to do the | east damage to
our long-standing districts of interests,
whi ch include, not just demographics, but

hard boundaries, civic associations, zoning
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and ot her characteristics.
So, | thank you for this and | really

appreciate your time. Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi mony as well.

Next, we'll have Jackie Mari ano.

Take you tinme.

MS. MARI ANO: Good afternoon,

Comm ssi oners. My name i s Jackie Mariano.
' m a resident of Elmhurst District 25, and
' m 33 years old. | was born and raised in
El mhur st and have resided in Elmhurst nost of
my life.

Today, |I'ma comunity organizer in
Queens, a private practice immgration
attorney who works from home, and an adj unct
professor at CUNY Hunter Coll ege of Asian
Ameri can studies program My whole |ife and
wor k revol ves around ny experience as a
Filipino American from El mhurst and a desire
to serve the Asian Pacific American comunity
in Queens that has made me who | am today.

My parents, Filipino immgrants, met in
El mhurst in the 1980s while they found their

bearings in this new country. M nother, a
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nurse, was recruited fromthe Philippines to
wor k at El mhurst Hospital. Her career was
bookended by health crises as she joined the
fight against AIDS in the 1980s and then
COVI D- 19 today.

Ot her Filipino nurses she arrived with
becanme nmy aunties and uncles, their kids |ike
my cousins. We built a chosen famly in
El mhurst and thrived because the APA
community, made up of people from vari ous
countries of origin, had simlar struggles,

i nterests, and cultural practices that caused
us to create a comunity of solidarity and
uni ty.

For decades, ElI mhurst has been a
| andi ng pad for Asian imm grants, their
extended famlies and newly arrived
generations of mgrants. Broadway has been a
lifeline. lt's where we found fresh
groceries and i mported products at Top Line,
an Hong Kong supermarket, that offered
pan- Asi an i ngredients that rem nded us of
home. \Where you could find shops that cater
to specific nationalities.

My famly and | went to Jafeli

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Public

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N R R N N N N o e = e e e T T = T N
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P, O

Heari ng
June 27, 2022
68

(phonetic) a Filipino video rental and
one- hour photo shop every week, where we
woul d rent the |atest VHS tapes fromthe
Phi |l i ppi nes, develop rolls of film and buy
phone cards to call famly back honme.

The APA community should continue to be
kept whole in Elmhurst in one single counci
district. The APA community in El mhurst have
shared i mm gration history, econom es, and
soci oeconom ¢ denographics, including working
class renters on the north and south side of
Queens Boul evard.

| hope the classist testinonies of
ot her El mhurst residents do not influence
you. Property ownership should not privilege
one's vote and political power. To divide
our district would fracture the comunity
net wor ks that have been built |ocally and
internationally over decades to help Asian
Americans live a life of dignity and respect
in Queens.

Especially as incidents of anti-Asian
hate arise, the Asian American comunity nust
be able to have a safe, culturally rel evant

pl ace to call home. Additionally, as Queens
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born and recently m grated Asian youth cone
of age, they need a united and historically
and culturally informed comunity to nurture
their potential to build a future free from
hate and di scri m nati on.

| advocate for this because wi thout
El mhurst whole, | would not have found ny own
voice and identify as a Filipino -- an
identity as a Filipino American.

Thank you for this opportunity to
testify.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi mony as well.

Next is virtual.

Carina Nieves.

MS. NI EVES: Hello, Comm ssion and
t hank you for having this hybrid meeting.

MTA can definitely learn fromyou guys.

My name is Carina Nieves. | have been
a resident of Richmond Hill since nmy famly
moved here in 1994. In high school, | became

more famliar with government and politics
and how voting can inpact our lives. M area
of Richmond Hill is in District 29, which

i ncl udes Rego Park, Forest Hills and Kew
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Gardens. We are about 20 bl ocks.
My portion of Richmond Hill is only 20

bl ocks, and we really don't get the
representation that we definitely deserve.

Our conmmunity voice is split into three
council districts; District 28 to the south
of Atlantic Avenue, Atlantic Avenue to

Li berty Avenue, District 32, which starts on
114t h Street and goes to Whodhaven Boul evard,
and then fromall the way down to 85th Avenue
in the north, and all the way down to Howard
Beach area.

This has diluted the voice of the

voters in our comunity, Richnond Hill; both
north and south. Richmond Hill by me used to
be called Richmond Hill North back in the

' 90s. Both parts of Richmond Hill should be
kept as one community, just |ike the other
communities have been able to have that voice
in Council for decades being as one

communi ty.

| urge the Comm ssion to take this into

consi deration. | have no clue what this
five percent deviation is or this -- their
Queens Civic Congress proposal. All | know
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is that my community has not been represented
by my Council Menbers. They never conme to ny
community. They don't even bother to come to
Ri chmond Hill Bl ock Association neetings.
It's like we don't even matter.

So, | ask that the Comm ssion take this
i nto consi deration, and not just ny
communi ty. |f there's other communities that
are disenfranchised by five to ten, twenty
bl ocks being in another -- in somebody else's
district, | hope they take that into
consi deration.

And one thing | have to say is: In ny
previous City Council Menber, the council
member to the south, actually did -- was
someone who actually crossed borders. And I
hope that anyone who is from City Counci
listening to this hearing, | hope you
understand that sometimes you should
represent all of the City voters, all of the
City residents.

| f sonmeone needs service and they're
not in your district, you know, help them
out. Why not? You know, you can learn from

Council Menmber Eric U rich and what he did
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when he took up the mantle to help out those
of us in Richnmond Hill nore. W' re not
getting the services that we were getting
from our Council Menber Karen Koslowtz.

So, | ask that people please take that
into consideration and, you know, keep
Ri chmond Hill together with Ri chmond Hil
Sout h.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testinmony.

We have been joined by --

MS. SORIN: Sorry. | form a ruckus
when wal king in and | still do.
Lisa Sorin fromthe Bronx. | apol ogize

for my tardiness.

CHAI R WALCOTT: That's quite all right.
|*'m gl ad you're here.

Next, we'll have Bess -- is it Deberham
(phonetic)?

MS. DEBETHAM Good evening, all,
M. Chair --

CHAI R WALCOTT: One second.

(Brief pause to adjust m crophone.)

MS. DEBETHAM  Thank you.
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lt's pronounced "De Be tham"

CHAI R WALCOTT: Okay.

MS. DEBETHAM  DeBet ham

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you.

MS. DEBETHAM  Thank you.

| have two testimonies. One, the
person couldn't participate virtually or in
person, and | will do that first.

“"A statement of the federation --
Federated Bl ocks of Laurelton. Good
afternoon. | am Donal d Cl arke, Sr., one of
the representatives of the Federated Bl ocks
of Laurelton. The |ongstanding Civic
Association in the 31st Council District now
adeptly and adroitly represented by the
Honor abl e Sel vena Brooks- Powers.

Thank you to the distinguished members
of the New York District Comm ssion, our
el ected officials and community | eaders for
convening this abundantly inportant and
i mpactful hearing in this strategic venue.

First, |last and enphatically, we, of
the Federated Bl ocks, stand firmy for
mai nt ai ning the 31st Council District as is,

no changes. A position that is supported by
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the Queens Civic Congress, our Unbrella Civic
Associ ation in Queens.

Whi |l e we understand the origin of
redistricting, none of that surpasses or
overcone the | ogic, harnony, commonsense, and
wor kability of maintaining the 31st Counci
District just as we are. Wthin the
31st District, there is a comonality and
community of interest around quality of life
priorities, environmental protection and
equity, public safety, infrastructure,
upgrades and educational quality, to name a
few.

These priorities are common and
prom nent throughout the district from
Rockaway t hrough Cambria Heights, Laurelton,
Rosedal e and Springfield Gardens, indeed the
entire district. Standing against this
commonal ity of interest and needs is the
i ntended or unintended potential for the
di lution of political influence that could
adversely inpact black and other conmmunities
of color through redistricting and
fragmentation.

Finally, we of the 31st, now we enjoy
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and benefit fromthe dynam c and productive
representation we have in the Honorabl e

Sel vena Brooks-Powers. W can't afford to

| ose such an inval uable asset. First, |ast
and enphatically, we stand for maintaining

the 31st District as is. The Federated

Bl ocks of Laurelton by Donald Cl arke, Sr."

And ny testinmony.

Speaking as a resident of the Laurelton
community for over 50 years, and as a board
member of the Federated Bl ocks of Laurelton,
which is the oldest civic organization in
Laurelton. When the Federation was organized
in 1972, the | ate Dean of Southeast Queens
politics, Archie Spigner, represented us in
the New York City Council. He remained our
City Councilman until the 31st Counci
District was created in 1991.

In 1991, the late former City
Counci | woman, Juanita E. Watkins, represented
the followi ng communities: The Rockaways,
Rosedal e, Brookville, Springfield Gardens,
Laurel ton, Cambria Heights and JFK
| nt ernational Airport for ten years until

termlimts.
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These comunities worked well together
then and they work even better today. W
support each other. That is why it's so
I mportant to ask that the 31st |lines remain
the same as they are today. When you have
somet hi ng that works well together, why
change it? Unless, in ny opinion, it is for
a nefarious reason to dilute the vote.

We have had good representation in the
31st and we have good representation in our
esteemed City Council woman Sel vena
Br ooks- Powers. She is productive, keeps our
constituents informed and she is accessible.

We are asking you, the Comm ssion, to
pl ease, please keep the 31st City Counci
District lines the sane.

Thank you so nmuch for |istening.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

Next, we'll do virtual.

Sally Wong.

MS. SALLY WONG. This is Sally Wong.
Thank you for scheduling additional hearings
for this important City Council Redistricting

plan. | greatly appreciate your time and
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consideration in reviewing my testinony.

My famly nmoved to El mhurst, Queens in
the early '70s and has lived on the same
bl ock and in the same house for over
50 years. In the prior redistricting plan,
our area was realigned to Council District
25, where community interests and concerns
wer e not congruent with the majority of the
popul ati on.

Today, | am advocating to redistrict
our small section of Elnmhurst to Counci
District 30. This would cover the south side
of Queens Boul evard from Jacobus to Grand
Avenue. Our housing stock and zoning are
very simlar to our neighboring Maspeth
resi dences, which are nmostly conprised of two
to three-famly homes, where owners have
lived in their residence from generation to
gener ati on.

We have nutual interests, where our
seniors attend the same centers, our children
study at the sanme schools and parishioners
pray at the same religious institutions.

I n recent years, Maspeth and our

section of El mhurst have seen devel opers
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dermol i sh homes and construct nmultidwelling
units, which are out of scale and character
with the surroundi ng nei ghborhood. Both
Maspeth and ny conmmunity have been fighting
to preserve the prevailing two and
three-famly character of our neighborhood.

Aligning us in the same Counci
District as Maspeth will give us a nore
power ful voice at representation, zoning
proj ects, new devel opnments and preservation
initiatives. Our sector has a high density
of seniors, like the Mddle Village area of
Council District 30.

We need accessibility to programs,
servi ces and assistance that currently is not
the priority of my council district. | feel
t hat our interests are not at the forefront
and are considered the forgotten voice.

Addi tionally, the needs and concerns of
residents in nmy area are simlar to Maspeth
and M ddle Village.

Most honmes are owner-occupi ed, where we
share the conmmon burden of increasing
property taxes, water bills, Department of

Bui | di ng i nspecti ons and Departnent of
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Fi nance filings. Redistricting to the sanme

council district would allow residents to
share problenms, solutions and advocate as a
group with one council nmenber.

These are just some of the reasons that
| respectfully request for your support in
redistricting my area to Council District 30.

| thank you all for your time and
consideration in listening to ny testi mony.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testinmony.

Next is Aaron -- is it Fernando?

MR. FERNANDO:. Good afternoon,

Comm ssioners and staff. It is Aaron

Fernando, so thank you.

My name is Aaron Fernando. | am a
lifelong resident of Richard Hill, Queens for
21 years, howold | am And |ast year, | was

the field director on a City Council canpaign
along the Hillside Avenue corridor. Today, |
want to speak about both those communities
and why they should be kept whole under the
new redistricting maps.

Ri chmond Hill and South Ozone Park, as

many speakers have already tal ked about nore
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el oquently than I could, they have formed as
a single immgrant community of interest for
decades. They are defined by rows of single
and two-famly homes inhabited by

| ndo- Cari bbean and Punj abi Anmeri cans.

The area's borders, as nmost people
woul d define it, would be H Il side Avenue and
Forest Park to the north, Wodhaven Boul evard
to the west, the Belt Parkway to the south
and the Van Wyck Expressway to the east.
Unfortunately, for the |ast decade, this
community has been divided into three council
districts -- 28, 29 and 32.

Whil e the bulk of the comunity of
interest is in District 28 where | live, the
district crosses the Van Wyck to connect to
Jamai ca and Rochdale Village. The Van Wck
is a clear geographic boundary that should
not be crossed when redistricting. Most
peopl e don't cross that on a daily basis.
It's a very clear boundary that should not be
crossed when districts are being drawn.

Meanwhi | e, various parts of Richnond
Hi Il and South Ozone Park are connected to

nei ghbor hoods as far |ong as Breezy Point and
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Forest Hills, neighborhoods that share very
little in comon with each other. Those

nei ghbor hoods should be in a single district,
Ri chnmond Hi Il and South Ozone Park.

Meanwhi l e, the Hillside corridor refers
to the inmmgrant comunities that fall along
Hi | | si de Avenue Eastern Queens. Anyone who
has drove along Hillside Avenue or sat down
at a restaurant there understands the rich
Bangl adeshi, | ndian Punjabi and Guyanese
communities that live there.

The area's borders are approxi mately
the Grand Central Parkway to the north, Van
Wyck to the west, Jamaica Avenue to the south
and the Nassau County border to the east.

The nei ghborhoods -- the portions of

nei ghbor hoods there are Briarwood, Jamai ca
Hills, Hollis, Queens Village, Bellerose,
Gl en Oaks and Fl oral Park.

Currently, the Hillside corridor is
split between three council districts -- 23,
24 and 27. South Asians are split into two
groups at 188th Street. District 23 connects
Punj abi voters to Bayside and Dougl ast on.

Di strict 24 connects Bangl adeshi voters to

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Public

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N R R N N N N o e = e e e T T = T N
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P, O

Heari ng
June 27, 2022
82

Kew Gardens Hills and 27 connects the
Cari bbean voters to St. Al bans.

Sout h Asi an nei ghborhoods shoul d be
kept within a single district, not split into
three. | have submtted a cityw de counci
map to the Comm ssion that keeps these
South Asian communities together. | propose
Ri chmond Hi Il district would go from Ri chnond
Hill, South Ozone Park, parts of Ozone Park.
It would be 35 percent Asian of norality. 1In
addition, | propose District 19 would keep
the entire Hillside corridor in one district.
|t would be 45 percent Asi an.

And it's not just about race, as other
fol ks have nmenti oned. It's about keeping
nei ghbor hoods together that have been divided
for decades. So, it's about both keeping
I mm grant communities together, as well as
keepi ng nei ghborhoods toget her. It woul d
keep South Asian comunities of interest
toget her and allow themto elect the
candi dates of their choice.

And | appreciate you having this
hearing today and letting me testify. Thank

you so much.
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CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you very
much. | appreciate your testinmony.

Next is virtual.

Al bert.

MR. BALDEO:. Good evening. Good day,
Comm ssi oners.

Certainly, the elephant in the roomis
Ri chnond Hill, as you've heard fromthe | ast
few speakers. And the problem here is that
as much as we qualify for representation, we
don't -- we have never gotten it. This is ny
third rodeo. You're the third different
groups |'ve appeared before over ny
three decades of fighting this issue.

Tonorrow i s elections at the assenbly
|l evel and |I'm a candidate for that. Why am
here? Because there's a bigger issue that's
i nvol ved. We have been deprived
institutionally and systematically of
representation. Because right now, we have
City Councils District 32 and 28 that is
di vi ded down the m ddle at 114th Avenue.

And that is a major problem because we
cannot speak with one voice. And as nuch as

we're conpact, contiguous and satisfy all the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Public

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N R R N N N N o e = e e e T T = T N
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P, O

Heari ng
June 27, 2022
84

criteria of redistricting and the principles
there, we have been cut short. We have been
shortchanged by vari ous Conm ssi ons over the
years.

Last ten years, there was a Carl Hum
who sat on the Comm ssion who cane to
Ri chmond Hill. We begged himto cone. He
went all over. He saw all the districts
there, all the Bandese (phonetic), the
mastiets (phonetic), all the commonality,
Bangl adeshi s, Guyanese, Punjabis,

Tri ni dadi ans and he went back and he stil
couldn't do anything because there's an
institutional block against us; that must
change with this Conm ssion.

Recently, a judge scrapped the
districts, the maps, as gerrymandered. And
t hat should send a signal to you that enough
I's enough. People are | ooking and the courts
are willing to strike any map that you're
going to draw that do not do justice to the
I ncrease in population, the second | argest.

The Mayor and all the City governnent
deemed us as Little Guyana, little Punjab and

little Bangl adesh, and this is the district
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" mtal king about or two districts; one is
fromHi |llside to the Conduit and the other
boundary is from Van Wck to Woodhaven. That
is as natural, geographic, conpact,
contiguous and all the legal criteria that
are laid out in the laws of a great nation.

For you to toss it aside would be an
abdi cation of your sworn duties and it wil
not be taken |ightly. ' m not here to
threaten you, but |I'm just here to make the
reality that we have been com ng here for
three decades and being chased away with
not hi ng and that nust stop.

The only person who has reappeared here
is Dr. John Fl ateau, and he coul d probably
give a history as to why we never got our
districts fairly, but we're not going to take
it anynore.

Now, i n Bangl adesh, we have a talk
that's about the Bangl adesh in just over the
Van Wyck there by Hillside Avenue, that they
shoul d have their own district there, Little
Bangl adesh, Hi ghl and Avenue and Hillside. By
t he same token, we should have our own

district in Howard -- in Ri chmnd Hi |l and
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Ozone Park and South Ozone Park.

It is as conmpact and contiguous as it
coul d possibly be, demarcated by natural
boundaries |like the Van Wyck Expressway,
Forest Park, Wodhaven Boul evard and
South Conduit. What nmore do you want? \Wy
Is this elephant still in the room after
t hree decades? | doubt whether the |ife of
an el ephant is that | ong.

So, it behooves you to do your duty and
It behooves you to do the right thing. W
cannot come here day after day -- like Martin
Lut her King said, you gave us a blank check
that can't be cashed.

We had the highest COVID rate. Why is
that? Because we don't have representation.
Our people died in the highest nunbers and we
are essential workers, yes, we are the baby
sitters, the grave diggers, we are the people
who run this country, who make it move, who
run the City, who are the bulwark of the
city. What do we get in return? Zero. W
get little respect, little resources or none
at all.

We don't even have any kind of justice
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here. Our people are | ocked up just |ike
crazy just to feed into the prison system for
people to get out of their contracts. W are
used as fillers to fill districts, where your
children nust grow up in a cycle of poverty,
never able to reach the American dream

And chancel |l or Wal cott, you could
appreci ate what that means, as a former
chancel | or, where your kids go into the cycle
of poverty because there's a glass ceiling or
a granite ceiling or alimt to which they
can reach.

We are great people. We come here and
have built Richmond Hill from nothing. W
have never been rewarded. We have never been
acknow edged, apart from tokenism |ike a
sign, two inches by three inches "Little
Guyana." It's up to you to change that.

And you nust be able to w thstand
scrutiny. You have the nunbers. W have the
| argest populations. It is the right thing
to do, and that is why this Comm ssion's
hands are tied to the |law, that you must do
what is right. You must do what is fair. W

are counting on you. We're depending on you.
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And it is three decades now |'ve been com ng
back and forth.

There's a | ack of enthusiasm when
people tell me, "I am not going to come out
and vote M. Baldeo. You're a great
candi date. You've fought for decades. You
are a hero, but our votes will not be
counted. Our votes will not matter."

Because there's a man whose father was
a chairman of speaker City Council running
agai nst the borough, David Weprin, he was in
office since 1965 and hand his son the
monarchy down, |like the British, and now the
British, they own the city for generations to
cCome.

Are you telling me that that district
didn't change since 1965?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Could you just wrap
up - -

MR. BALDEO. So, in closing, all I'm
asking you is do not lunp us with Howard
Beach. MWhile | was at the | ast canpaign
t here and people pulled guns on us, um --
retired police officers. There's a |ot of

tension in these nei ghborhoods.
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Look at me. There's nobody | ooking
like me or talking |like me ever elected. You

expect people to support us except our own?
We are here on a m ssion, a voyage, a
pilgrimage, and we're now in the third decade
of it. And please respect that. You have
judges. You have a |l ot of |abor unions
peopl e there.

Do the right thing. Cut us our
district. Conbine 28 and 32 together. Take
us out fromthe abyss of Rochdale Vill age.
Rochdale Village is the second | argest co-op
in the --

CHAI R WALCOTT: W ap up, please.

MR. BALDEO: -- we have one and two
famly homes. Do the right thing and make us
whol e; that's all we ask.

And | thank you very much for your
service and we | ook forward to hearing from
you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you. Okay.

Next, in person, we'll have -- is it
El i zabet h Di ente?

MS. DI ENTE: Good afternoon, everybody.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Good afternoon.
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MS. DI ENTE: Good afternoon, everybody
her e. I|"m Eli zabet h Di ente. ' m 83 years
old, and I'"'mfamliar of Wbodsi de, Queens.

| moved to Wbodside in 1976 when ny
daught er was born, and she had her first
birthday in that house where she has to now
reside, still residing. VWhen | cane here in
1970, there were a few Asian in where | -- on
our block. As a matter of fact, we are the
only Filipinos, and one other Chinese famly
across the street, and that's about it.

But later on, with nmy daughter's help,
my husband -- and my husband, | stayed in
Woodsi de. She formed this Little Manila
Avenue and al so the Bayani han Arts, which is
the main member association of the APA Voice
Redi stricting Task Force.

The APA community shoul d be kept whol e
i n El mhurst and Wbodside with two separate
civic council districts. In the beginning in
1976, there were a few Asian Anmericans,
that's when we first bought the house. There
were great in -- and then in the '70s, '80s
and '90s, there was a big influx of Asian

Ameri cans that nmoved to El mhurst area and
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Woodsi de ar ea.

And | have many Filipino friends who
are like me went in the health care
I ndustry -- doctors, nurses, phlebotom sts
and who worked in -- who worked at the
Filipino restaurant business took off, and
which led to the beginning of the Little
Mani | a Coalition.

We | ater move to Rockl and County, but

on and off |'ve been visiting ny daughter who
is still, as | said, in the sanme house where
we |1 ved. In the '70s and '90s, we were few

numbers of imm grants struggling hard to nake
a living in America in health care field. W
could not have made the voices -- we could
not make our voices heard.

There were many | abor issues, including
di spl aced fear of Anmerican workers, Anmerican
Asi an wor kers taking over the jobs when in
reality, our services were in demand. Now,
there's a big population of APA in these
nei ghbor hoods, and their contribution need to
be recogni zed and their needs addressed, by
keepi ng the Asian American community as whol e

as possi bl e.
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1 More APAs, |ike my daughter, are
2 becom ng involved in many, many maki ng voices
3 of the American Asian community heard and can
4 make a difference. The organizations, |ike
5 the Little America, Little Manila Queens and
6 Bayani han Arts are one of the exanples.
7 Thank you so nmuch for |istening.
8 CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for
9 com ng down, your testinony as well. Thank
10 you.
11 Next is virtual.
12 Geomam Lee?
13 (No response.)
14 CHAI R WALCOTT: Richard Davi d?
15 MR. DAVID: For being here in Queens
16 and for making this hearing so accessi bl e.
17 CHAI R WALCOTT: Ri chard, can you start
18 fromthe beginning again? | think you may
19 have been slightly nuted in your opening, Sso
20 can you just start fromthe beginning?
21 MR. DAVI D: Absol utel y.
22 Al'l right. Good afternoon. ' m
23 Ri chard David. | wanted to thank the
24 Comm ssion for making itself so accessible
25 and for being here in Queens. |'m Richard
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David. |1'm a denmocratic district |eader in
Assembly District 31, that includes Richmond
Hill, it includes South Ozone Park, parts of
Rosedal e, Springfield Gardens and Brookville.

l'"mrelieved and |'mexcited to see so
many of my neighbors and friends are
participating in this hearing today. I want
to echo the testinmonies from menbers of the
Rosedal e Civic Associ ation, keeping Rosedal e
together in a single council district. Right
now that's Council District 31.

This is one of the strongest and nost
vocal civic associations that we have in New
York City, and residents here take a
tremendous amount of pride being a part of
this organization representing their
nei ghbor hood. They must be kept together in
Council District 31.

| also want to tal k about my home,
which is in South Ozone Park and in Ri chmond
Hill, where we are deeply divided. We're
represented -- as you' ve heard from ot her
speakers -- by Districts 28, 29, and 32. The
reality is because we are divided in three

Counci|l Districts, we're not the priority in
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any single one of them

And that's reflected in the fact that
not a single one of the three nembers have a
council district office in any part of these
nei ghbor hoods, and so it means that they're
i naccessi ble. They're harder to get to. And
our i|Issues, constituent i|Issues and ot hers,
take a longer time to get attention.

It al so means that we pay for the
m srepresentation with our lives. I n
COVvI D-19, it took months and nont hs and
mont hs to even get a COVID testing site in
our nei ghborhood, and it took a | ot of
organi zi ng wor k.

And that's why I'm so happy to see a
| ot of the residents from Ri chmond Hi Il and
South Ozone Park here today because we know
what it's |ike. W' ve been on the front
| ines fighting for our neighborhood, but we
want the City Council to fight for us, too.

It's also meant that our pride and joy,
Li berty Avenue, where we have a | ot of small
and | arge busi nesses, we have places of
worship and it's where we gather as a

community. We don't even have garbage cans
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at this popular and busy shopping corridor in
our nei ghborhood. W have buses and trains
there. We don't even have proper sanitation.

And so, the reality is, we are here
because we want basic services |like other New
Yorkers, and we're here to ask this
Comm ssion to take a | ook at how we can
create a district that would largely include
South Ozone Park and Richmond Hill. |
believe the AALDEF map gets us very close to
an ideal district, and |I'm here to speak in
support of that map.

| am also, in closing, really happy to
hear, to have heard that Dennis Walcott is
chairing this Comm ssion, and that there are
so many ot her comm ssioners on this panel who
are deeply famliar with the things that |'ve
tal ked about here today. And | |ook forward
to working with you and supporting your
efforts to create a fair Council District
t hat woul d include Richmond Hill and
South Ozone Park in a single district.

Thank you so much.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your

testi nony.
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Next, we have -- is it Princes Del eon?

MS. DELEON: Good afternoon. My name
is Princes Deleon, and | am 19 years old. My
parents and | noved to America from Saudi
Arabia in 2009, seeking financial stability,
work and a better life for me.

We first lived in my great-aunt's
basement, as we came to America with very
little money. And eventually noved into our
first apartment on 67th Street. W stayed in
Woodsi de, as it was close to the 7 train,
whi ch my nmot her would take to conmute into
work at a clinic in Lenox Hill. And it was
close to ny elementary school in P.S. 12 and
my m ddle school in I.S. 125.

| grew up there until | moved to M ddle
Village in 2014. However, | still frequently
went to Wbodside, as many of ny friends that
| made growing up live in the neighborhood,
and we woul d often neet in parks and
l'i braries in Wbodsi de and El mhur st.

My parents also recently opened Amazi ng
Grace Restaurant in November of 2020 in the
heart of Little Manila and opened an Amazi ng

Grace Grocery across the street during the
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sumer of 2021, where | help them work,
part-ti me.

Arriving in New York City was
intimdating, as |life here is very different
conpared to life in Saudi Arabia and in the
Phili ppines. However, it was the vast
Filipino comunity in Wodside and El mhur st
t hat wel comed us and gave my father jobs
t hrough connections, showed us how to rent a
home, taught us how to navigate public
transportation and gave us a chosen famly in
a foreign country full of unfamliar faces.

Growi ng up in Wodside, | always saw
El mhurst as al nost an extensi on of Wbodsi de,
as it was so close to ne and we would often
have to go there to visit friends and go
grocery shoppi ng. Mar kets such as Top Line
and Hong Kong Super mar ket offered affordable
groceries and were places where we could
easily find Asian ingredients that my parents
were famliar with.

Li kewi se, for our friends that live in
El mhurst, they would often have to go to
Woodsi de to send noney and bal i kbayan boxes

to the Philippines in businesses such as
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Lucky Money and Johnny Air Cargo. Al ong
Woodsi de Avenue, there are also many Fili pino
restaurants where our famlies would often
meet and bond toget her.

The APA community of El mhurst, Jackson
Hei ght s and Wbodsi de are too big to form one
City Council District. Therefore, the APA
community in Wodside, ElImhurst and Jackson
Hei ghts shoul d be kept in whole in two
separate City Council districts. Keeping the
APA nei ghborhoods in these two areas whol e
recogni ze the presence of the rising and
preval ent APA community in these
nei ghbor hoods.

It is important that our famlies share
I mm gration experiences, our restaurants and
grocery stores that cater to Asian Anmericans
in our APA comunity are visible, heard and
addr essed.

Thank you very nuch for letting nme
testify. Have a good day.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

Next, we have virtual.

Jeanette Till mn.
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(No response.)
CHAI R WALCOTT: Jeanette Till man?
Jeanette?
(No response.)
MODERATOR: Okay. Let's try G ynis
Aqui no.
CHAI R WALCOTT: Gl ynis Aquino?
(No response.)
CHAI R WALCOTT: We'll do one nore
virtual, unless G ynis is there. | see
Gl yni s Aquino's name up there.
(No response.)
MODERATOR: They're there but not able
to unnmute. Husain Mahnmoud.
CHAI R WALCOTT: Husai n Mahmoud?
(No response.)
CHAI R WALCOTT: Why don't we do this:
Why don't we go with one in person then we'l]l
get back to virtual again?
So, next up for virtual (sic) -- is it
Marci al ?
MARCI AL REI D: Thank you for giving ne
the opportunity to speak here.
My name is Marcial Reid, and I'll be a

7th grader at Acadeny of St. Joseph and I'm a
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New Yorker. |I'm pretty new to speaking in
front of commttees, but I'"'ma Filipino

American, and |I'm here to advocate for our
Little Manila comunity in Wodside and
El mhurst, Queens.

| ve been com ng to Wbodsi de and
El mhurst with my famly for as long as | can
remember. We come to Little Manila for the
food and the groceries that my mom and dad
can't get at Whol e Foods or Trader Joe's, but
most inportantly, we come to Little Manila
for the conmmunity.

The Little Manila community was built
by people Iike my grandparents, my Lol o and
Lola. They cane to the United States in the
1970s and when many communities |ike Wodside
and El mhurst had a shortage of trained
doctors and nurses. Many of the Filipinos
who came to Queens stayed, built businesses,
opened restaurants and went to church
t oget her and |ived together.

| may be young, but |I'm advocating for
the Filipino American comunity in Wbodsi de
and El mhurst to be kept as whole in their

districts as nuch as possible. Many of the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N R R N N N N o e = e e e T T = T N
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P, O

Re City of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Public
Heari ng
June 27, 2022
101

Filipino front line workers that died caring
for New Yorkers came from our conmunity.

Li ke many communities, Little Manila
busi nesses were affected by the pandem c.
Hate cri mes agai nst Asians, not | ust
Filipinos, continue. MWho is going to
represent our conmmunity if we are
redistricted? If we're redistricted, not
much at all. | hope you will make the w se
decision to keep our conmunity.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity
to speak here.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for

com ng out. Much appreci ated.
Next is virtual. W have Brian
Griffith.

(No response.)
CHAI R WALCOTT: Brian Griffith?
(No response.)
CHAI R WALCOTT: Shawn Chandl er?
MR. CHANDLER: Yes. So, how are you
doi ng today? Thank you for this -- nmy nane
i's Shawn Chandler, and |I'm a conmmunity

organi zer from Rochdale Village. |I'mthe
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co-founder of JQOJ, which is for Jewel of
Jamai ca.

And Rochdale Village is around 5, 860
apartments, more than a 120 acres of | and.
We're currently representing District 28, and
| basically would like to say that we're
definitely not interested in Rochdal e being
di vided up into two separate districts.

Basically, that's really nmuch my main
concern. We have shopping malls. We have a
post office, the library, you name it. [It's
a beautiful community. And at this point, we
are nmoving to empower ourselves even nore
into the years to cone, and we just don't
want to be divided up.

We know many different things happening
with these redistricting |ines, and we want
to make sure that Rochdale stays intact. As
far as representation, so far we have
Adri enne Adans doing a great job with
representation, and we | ook forward to
bui | di ng toget her.

So, | just wanted to say that and keep
it really simple, and that's really about it.

Thank you very nmuch.
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CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi nony.

And Marcial, is it?

Ken, do you want to take a picture with
himdirectly at the m crophone, if the
audi ence would allow me this one nmoment.

(Appl ause) .
(Brief pause in proceedings.)

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you.

Al'l right. Next, we have -- is it
John Bahi a?

MR. BAHI A: Hel | o, hel | o. Ni ce seeing
y'all again. Second time here, but good
eveni ng. Thank you for having me today.
Members of the City Council Redistricting
Comm ssion, my name is John Bahia, and |I'm
the part-time community affair associate at
Woodsi de On The Move, which is a soci al
service inadequacy nonprofit found in 1976 in
Woodsi de, Queens.

|''m also a co-founder of Youth on the
Move, a youth-led initiative of |ocal Western
Queens yout hs, ages 15 to 25 |ooking to
serve, advocate for the best interest of the

youth of their comunity. |'malso a member
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of my local community board of Queens
Community Board 2, and |I'm a resident of
Woodsi de, Queens.

Woodside is a vibrant and nulticultural
nei ghbor hood that is home to several
I mm grant communities. |, |ike many others,
associate my comunity, which is Filipino
community in Wodside, with Little Manil a.
Wal ki ng al ong Roosevelt Avenue, you'll see
Filipino small businesses everywhere, ranging
fromrestaurants, beauty sal ons, barbershops,
grocery stores, remtted centers and driving
school s.

Stretching from63rd Street to 71st
Street, the Filipino community has created
Little Manila into our own cultural center
and business district. Little Manila is a
maj or attraction for Filipinos all across New
York City, Long Island, New Jersey,
Connecticut and basically the entire
East Coast.

Ot her than the commercial district of
Little Manila, Filipinos reside in the Asian
American comunity of interest of Wbodsi de

and El mhurst, and we refer this to the Asi an
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American Legal Defense and Educational Fund,
AALDEF, COI maps. Specifically for Wbodsi de
and El mhurst and Jackson Hei ghts, Wodsi de
opt to move to support these communities of

i nterest maps and urges the Conm ssion to
keep these communities of interest whole to
t he extent possible.

As a nonprofit organization serving a
maj ority of Asian American conmmunities in
Woodsi de and ot her nei ghborhoods in western
Queens, we highly believe that the AALDEF
maps will best represent how the community of
interest are kept whole and together.

Little Manila and a huge portion of
Filipino community residing in Wodside and
El mhurst is currently in one state Assenbly
district, which is Assenbly District 30, and
despite their contribution to the | ocal
economy and the tourismindustry, the
Filipino has been effectively silent in New
York State |egislature both in city and
st at e.

This is nost evident in economc
outcomes for Filipino Americans. Filipinos

are the fourth |argest Asian ethnic group in
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New York City and yet Filipinos have the

hi ghest poverty rate among Asian. This is
even nore distressing when you consi der about
50 percent of Filipinos in New York City live
in the borough of Queens.

In the recent redistricting process for
New York State, we saw the state |egislature
pass an assembly map that was nearly
identical to what the unity map proposed for
Woodsi de. The Filipino community, including
Little Manila, was finally unified into one
district. This allowed Filipino residents,
wor kers and business owners to have a unified
voice in their state government.

Finally, Filipinos would have the
greatest chance to build a collective voting
power and also the opportunity to weigh in
their voices on how their comunity can be
i nvested in, how their comunity can be
supported, and how their community can be
seen.

Wth the potential chall enges and
threats to these newly drawn maps, the
Filipino community is concerned that they

wi Il have this great chance taken away from
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them before being able to use it. This
redi stricting process is not just about
district lines, but being able to establish

equity and change amongst econom c
di sparities for |arge and often overl ooked
communities in Queens and even New YorKk
St ate.

| strongly urge the Conm ssion to
pl ease consider our testinmonies today.
Pl ease keep Wodsi de and El mhurst separate,
but whole, in their respective City Counci
Districts 25 and 26 in New York City.

Thank you. Thank you so much for
havi ng nme.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testinmony.

Next, virtual, Jean Han -- Hung.

MS. HALL: s that Jean Hall, H-A-L-L?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, Jean Hall.

MS. HALL: Okay. Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: You're wel conme.

MS. HALL: Good evening to the
Comm ssioners. | appreciate having this
qui ck nmoment just to share with you about ny

vi ew regardi ng Rochdale Vill age.
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| am a menmber of the Rochdale Vill age
board of directors. And as was stated, we
are a comunity with 20 buil dings that serves
over -- that has 5,860 units, serving over
25,000 people. It is greatly important to us
t hat our community remain as one district.

We are willing to work with any other
communities and our nei ghbors to ensure that
the district remains strong, vibrant and
viable, but it is critically inmportant that
all the work that we're doing to unify our
sharehol ders and to unify this community is
not sidetracked by having our community
split.

| want to thank you. And we will be
maki ng a more formal report to you at a | ater
date. Again, thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

Again, as a rem nder that we will
definitely be accepting other virtual but
also written testinony by e-mail.

And John, any information?

DR. FLATEAU: We could give you -- if

you could take out a pen and write this
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e-mai | address down. Many of you have your
testinmony right now on your smartphone. You
could e-mail this before you even | eave the
room

The e-mail, one word, publictestinony,
P-U-B-L-1-C-T-E-S-T-I-MO-N-Y
@ edi stricting.nyc.gov. We're open for
busi ness 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
You could submt that testinony at any time,
whet her you go to another hearing or no
hearing, you could al ways submt your
testinony, your narrative.

But | et me add anot her request:
Wher ever you can also send us a map, a map,
you are reciting off a | ot of boul evards,
Avenues, nei ghborhood boundaries, if you did
a quick -- even if it was a map with a pen on
one piece of paper, you could submt that as
a map to the Districting Comnm ssioners and
they will incorporate this into the work that
they're going forward with. So, please
submt a map, if you can, and submt your
testi mony at any tine.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you, Doctor.
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Angel a Li .
Hol d on one second, that way we can
adj ust the mc.
MS. LI: Thank you, Comm ssioners, for

the opportunity to testify. M name is
Angela Li. |I'ma resident of Elmhurst and
' m 22 years ol d.

| have lived in Elmhurst for nmore than
18 years, and | currently work at I nmm gration
Soci al Services, a nonprofit serving the
Asi an American inmm grant popul ation for the
Chi nat own and Lower East Side as a civic
engagenent coordinator. | assess the menmber
organi zation of APA Voice Redistricting Task
Force, and |I'm here to urge you guys to keep
El mhurst whole in one city council district.
So, for my testinony, | would |like to take
you guys on a tour of my nei ghborhood.

In 2003, my parents pulled all their
savi ngs together to buy their first home on
Reeder Street in El mhurst, right next to an
Asi an supermar ket where my dad would frequent
daily to get groceries.

Our home was wal ki ng di stance from ny

el ementary school, where | |earned English
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for the first time in a class at El mhurst
l'ibrary. This is where | played after school
wit h nei ghborhood kids and | earned to read
for the first time.

Wth busy working class parents, |
relied on the neighborhood comunity and
resources to raise and shape me into the
person | am today. Along Broadway and
Whi t ney Avenue, | devoured ny way through
some of the best Chinese Southeast Asian and
Sout h Asian restaurants.

When | wasn't eating, | was attending
art prep and Chinese classes around El mhur st
Avenue. And further down near 82nd Street, |
woul d go see our famly pediatrician for
annual checkups. In the sumer, we cool ed
off by the sprinklers on Broadway Park and
ate ice creamfromthe street vendors.

Wthin this comunity of majority non-English
speaki ng Asian Pacific American inmm grants,
we help each other translate letters, find
housi ng and jobs for one another, and these
exchanges often took place in the |library or
in parks where el ders gathered to play chess.

And we al so cel ebrated together through
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annual barbecues that one of the nei ghborhood
churches woul d al ways host. Sorry. It is
these experiences with my comunity that
inspired me to attend UCLA and pursue a
degree in Asian American studies. Four years
| ater, | have returned and made my home in

El mhurst once nore. This time across Queens
Boul evard on 57t h Road.

| cross Queens Boulevard daily to visit
the same restaurants, get nmy groceries and
visit my parents. In the time that | have
| eft and came back, El mhurst has only grown
nore diverse and resilient. The APA
community in El mhurst is bound together by
nmore than just our necessity.

As a comunity, we continue to seek
access to greater |anguage and i mm grant
justice, as well as affordable housing and
resources for our schools. W ask that you
consi der El mhurst as one community of
interest, and please continue to keep our APA
community in the same council district. To
di vide El mhurst is to deny our APA conmmunity
a voice, a safe place to call home and

equi t abl e access to resources.
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Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you very nuch
for your testinony.

(Appl ause) .

Next, Virtual, Fay Hill.

|ls Fay Hill there?
(No response.)

MODERATOR: Let's try Khedda
Hayden- Ryan.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Khedda Hayden- Ryan?

(No response.)

MODERATOR: Let's --

MS. FAY HILL: Hello, this is Fay Hill.
Did someone call me?

CHAI R WALCOTT: Okay. Fay Hill. Yes,
ma'am  We can hear you.

MS. FAY HILL: Okay. Did | put down to
testify? | am-- good evening, panel. M
name is Fay D. Hill. |I'mthe district |eader
for 31B. M co-partner just spoke, Richard
Davis (sic). W cover Rockaway, Far
Rockaway, Rosedal e, Springfield Gardens, and
part of South Ozone Park.

My concern is that the residents, with

this new redistricting, a |lot of residents do
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not know where to vote, for one reason,
because the |ine has been drawn and they
don't know where to go. |'ve been living in
Springfield Gardens for 45 years, and |

rai sed two boys who are great producers of
the social -- of the career and they have
done very good in school, as | expected.

But | can see in my area in Springfield
Gardens, especially Springfield Gardens,
there is a lack of service, which our new
counci |l woman has been able to start giving
fundings to our area. We don't have any
restaurants. We don't have social place that
peopl e can go. And we have a | ot of seniors
who occupy this area, people who have |ived
here, |ike nyself, for 40, 50 years.

And we have a | ot of conmpl aints about
our equality and there's a |ot |acking, and,
you know, we are hoping that with the new
counci | woman at hand, we woul d get nore
support both in the comunity and our areas
where it's |l acking, especially the roads are
not painted. W don't have public
transportation, especially for our seniors.

We don't have supermarkets that's cl ose by,
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and we don't have a senior -- or a senior
center for our seniors. W don't even have a
l'i brary that's close by Springfield Gardens.

So, there's a lot of things that we're
trying to inprove, and inmprove the quality of
life in Springfield Gardens and the other
communities. W were able to do -- where
| -- we formed an organi zati on volunteers for
Springfield Park because Springfield Park was
del api dated and depl orabl e and now wi th our
energy and our discretionary funds from our
public of -- elected officials, we were able
to inprove the quality of life in
Springfield.

And we hope that it will be one of the
forefronts of our areas where we could have
people that come out and, you know, relax,
enjoy their basketball game, enjoy the park
and so forth. W' re hoping that in the
future, that people will enjoy their
nei ghbor hood as they're supposed to because
the quality of |life has really gone down.

And I'm glad | was able to speak.
didn't know | was going to testify. There's

a lot of things that | would like to say, but
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we only have a three-m nute span. Thank you
very much for hearing ny few conpl aints, but

there's a whole |list that we need to address.

Thank you very nmuch. Good eveni ng.
CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you very

much.

And again, just as a rem nder, you wil

definitely have an opportunity to submt

anything else that you would like to wite in
testi mony and al ways check our website as
well, so feel free to send it in.

Next is Reverend Thorbs.

MS. THORBS: Good evening. [|I'm
Reverend Carl ene Thorbs. " m here not just
as a resident. I've lived here all my life.
|''mthe second generation for my famly to be
a homeowner here, but |I'malso the Comunity
Board 12 chair.

And what that entails is, my border is

the Van Wyck Expressway, the south side of
Hi Il side Avenue, Francis Lewi s, Farmers
Boul evard running into Springfield and the
Condui t .

|'ve listened to a | ot of testinony

here this evening, and |'m hearing what

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Public

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N R R N N N N o e = e e e T T = T N
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P, O

Heari ng
June 27, 2022
117
peopl e are saying and what they want for
their community. But under the Comunity
Board 12, | have 400 souls that |I'm over, as

wel |l as a board of 52 members and 36 of our
| anguages is spoken in this comunity.

So, there is no -- we are nosaic and
the board is interracial and it crosses all
the way across the board for everyone.
Everyone has a voi ce. | ' m concerned because
| *'m hearing certain conmunities saying they
want to come together, and | don't begrudge
them that, but not at the expense of other
communities.

Rochdale is in my district as well.

The speaker is in my district as well. W
have to cater to and work with everyone. You
cannot come up and climb up on the backs of
someone el se, on the backs of another
community; that's not acceptable. Yes, other
communities want to be heard, and we are
here. | am here, and fromthe office that
l'"min, to hear their concerns.

Quality of life in this district is for
everyone. It's for everyone. "' m begi nni ng

to see in sonme parts of the district -- |
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al so cover Districts 27, 28 and 29 school
districts, and |I'm beginning to hear

mur murings from other conmmunities about "keep
your Kkids on your side of town." We're not
goi ng back to the 1960s and the '50s. They
may not know because maybe they weren't here,
but nmy parents know. My grandparents know.

This very law, 1965, that was ny
community and that was their bl oodshed --
Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, that's what
t hat was all about. And everyone here that
can wal k these streets and be in the United
States and live and do and go to any
community that you want to, it's because of
the history that was already |aid here.

(Appl ause) .

MS. THORBS: And it should not be
forgotten, and it should not be overl ooked.
And we can't be overl ooked. W are a full
community. Everyone has to live together.

We have to work together. | have to -- | go
to mosques. | go to tenples. | go to
itarsi, and | walk with this notebook and I

t ake down the concerns of anyone and everyone

that I'"'mtalking to. Because across the
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board is quality of life.

You want your children to go to quality
schools, the same as | want your child to go
to a quality school, have cl ean water,

sanitation pickup the way it's supposed to

pick up, and all the other utilities.
Everyone that | amtalking to, nostly if
they' re homeowners -- our taxes are going up.

OQur utilities are going up. This is
sonmet hing that we have to fight and deal with
t oget her, not separate.

We can't afford to separate. We have
to work together. Everyone has a right --
and | will end on this -- to uplift their
community, to uplift their people. I
under st and t hat.

But again, not on the backs of anyone
el se. These |aws that people are standing on
and tal king about, these | aws were because of
t he bl oodshed that was shed before you even
got here, understand that. Respect it. This
I's Anmerican history. Our history and others.
This is our history. Let's not forget that.

Thank you.

(Appl ause) .
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CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi nony.

Next, virtual.

MODERATOR: We have Aracelia Cook.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Aracelia Cook?

MS. COOK: Yes, good evening.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Good eveni ng.

MS. COOK: |''m very grateful and
honored to have this opportunity to represent
my community. | have been in this comunity,
Sout heast Queens, for over 60 years. | am
first time homeowner for my generation for ny
famly, and | have been representing this
community. ' mthe president of 149th Street
Civic Associ ation.

| n November 2019, we suffered horribly
at the hands of the City when we had the
sewage backup. We had the coll apse of a
42-inch sewer pipe. Many homeowners, over
250 honeowners, has raw sewage in their
homes. We have beconme so close-knit behind
t hat . Our district, Southeast Queens, along
with Rochdal e, the speaker, Council woman
Adams, has worked with us tirelessly to write

the wrongs of the City.
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We need to stay connected. We need to
stay supported as we are. And without her
hel p, we wouldn't even be al ong where we are
with fighting this battle with the City, as
Mayor de Blasio prom sed to nmake us whol e,
along with the comptroller, Scott Stringer,
who did not pay out these clainms. We're
still fighting that. They're still hel ping
us with that.

We're still fighting the dumping, the
sanitation problems, all these issues. |I'm
on the Council Task Force for Adams, for
Counci | woman Adans' office, as we address all
of these inequities. So, we need to stay
connected. We need to be -- we don't need to
go somewhere else. Look at the work that has

been done.

And | will submt in a witten
testi nony. | really wish | could have been
there, so that | could really stress ny

passi on for what needs to be done for
Sout h Queens, and Sout heast
Queens, South Ozone Park, Rochdal e.

We are in this together, and we have

been representing each other, whether it's
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with Reverend Thorbs, the comunity board,
l'"'mthere in all those neetings. "' m at the
113th Precinct Council Meeting. | am
everywhere that | feel that we're going to be

able to unite and address the inequities of
our communities.

Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testimony. We're |ooking forward to getting
the witten testimony as well. So, thank you
very much.

Next is -- is it Liz Ouyang? | may not
be pronouncing it correctly.

MS. OUYANG:. Good afternoon. My name
is Liz Ouyang, coordinator of APA Voice
Redi stricting Task Force.

As you know, Queens is home to the nost
Asi an Americans in the City. A docunented
29 percent increase in APA since the | ast
census in Queens alone. Of the 16 APA
communities of interest, our coalition hel ped
AALDEF to identify 11 are in Queens. They
i nclude the neighborhoods of El mhurst,
Woodsi de, Jackson Hei ghts, Flushing, Bayside
Auburndal e, Richmond Hill, South Ozone Park,
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Fl ushi ng, Ozone Park, Auburndal e Baysi de,
Oakl and Gardens, Jamaica Hills, Briarwood and
Queens Vil l age, Floral Park.

They have many shared interests and
concerns in common, including inmmgrant
i ntegration issues, |anguage access, need for
culturally conpetent services, ethnic grocery
stores, restaurants and houses of worship,
shared transportation |lines and concerns for
public safety am d growi ng anti-Asi an
vi ol ence.

Each of these nei ghborhood community of
interest must remain whole in one City
Counci|l district to the extent possible.
Current City Council maps actually do a
pretty good job of keeping APA communities of
interest intact, with a few inportant
exceptions.

Current City Council District 25,

El mhurst; District 23, Oakland Gardens,
Queens Vil l age, Floral Park; and 24, Jamaica
Hills, Briarwood -- do keep the APA comunity
of interest in one district. They should not
be retrogressed in any redrawing of City

Council district lines. The APA community of
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interests are largely in one district in the
follow ng districts:

I n Wbodside in District 26, in Jackson
Hei ghts in District 25, and Ozone Park in
District 32. Asian Anmericans are a protected
raci al group under the Voting Rights Act and
protected racial and | anguage mnorities are
a priority under federal law in the
New York City Charter.

However, there are two areas which
could be inmproved; one is Richnond Hill,
South Ozone Park, which is currently divided
into three City Council districts. | woul d
hi ghli ght the testimny of Task Force menmber
organi zati on, South Queens W nmen's March,
earlier today and the litany of groups
testifying today and on May 26th in support
of keeping Richmond Hill, South Ozone Park
whol e to the extent possible.

We recogni ze the contri butions of
African- Americans and Latinos to United
States, and we are working in coalition with
the Unity Coalition to draw a map that is
fair for all groups to have equal access and

opportunity to have their voices heard and
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t heir concerns addressed.

I n Fl ushing and Baysi de, Auburndal e,
there could also be inportant and reasonabl e
I mprovenents to inmprove nore of the conmmunity
of interests that would make both districts
nmore conpact and cohesive. | refer you to
John Park of the M nkwon Center for Community
Action who testified virtually just m nutes
earlier.

And namely, you could nove the northern
border of District 20 to 24th Road on the
east, and the corner of 20th Avenue on the
west, and put the southern border of
Auburndale into District 19.

We hope the Comm ssion will take into
consi deration these two areas for inprovenment
t hat woul d make APA conmmunities of interests
whol e in Queens and give them an equa
opportunity to maxim ze their voice, so their
concerns can be addressed.

Thanks so much.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you so much
as wel .

Next, virtual.

MODERATOR: We have Fitzroy Searl es.
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CHAI R WALCOTT: Fitzroy Searles?

MR. SEARLES: Hel | o, everyone. My name
is Fitzroy Searles. Thank you for this
opportunity to speak. | just would like to
pi ggyback on what Reverend Thorbs said
earlier. 1'ma resident of Queens Conmmunity
District 12 and al so a board menber of
Community District 12.

One of the things that |'ve been
i stening to throughout the testimony, which
is very disheartening, is the separation of
districts based on race. To me, it's taking
us back to a time when the City was divided
wher e people of color were not given an equal
opportunity or access to different services.
And it | ooks as though if we allow that to
continue, that's exactly what's going to
happen.

Living in this district the majority of
my life, except for this brief time |I was
away at school, | noticed that it became nore
and nore inclusive and our comunity board
definitely reflect that. W have people from
all different walks of life, all different

backgrounds working together with the comon
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interest of, you know, quality of life
I ssues. We work together on housing, parks,
public safety.

And so, that's a city that | would Iike
to see, you know, continue to happen.

Looki ng at the maps and segregating us

compl etely take that away to create

i ndi vidual silos in which, if you're not a
menber of that silo, you're now the other and
t he ot her always gets displaced and al ways
gets marginalized.

We should not try to correct
mar gi nal i zati on by further marginalization.
We should actually correct it through the
el ectoral process by electing representatives
t hat enconpass or represent the true interest
of those communities. And that's something
that's been done throughout the history of
this country, which has allowed us to nmove
f orward.

Speaking to, |ike, older neighbors,
they talk about a time where Hillside Avenue
was a divide between black and white. And if
you were a black person living below Hillside

Avenue and you m stakenly wal ked across into
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the area now known as Jamaica Estate, you
wer e subject to attack. | desperately do not
want to see that happen. | would like to see
a conmmune -- you know, comunities throughout

the City working together as a diverse group.

Thank you so much. | appreciate this

opportunity to speak.
(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you for your
testi nony.

Okay. Just to doubl e-check, is
Arianne -- and unfortunately, | can't read
the | ast name.

There you are. Okay. Thank you.

MS. MALI WANAG: And apol ogi es for the
handwri ti ng.

CHAI R WALCOTT: No. No. No. Wy
handwriting is the same, so -- but | just
want to be fair, yeah.

MS. MALI WANAG. Hell o, everyone. Thank
you so much for the New York Districting
Comm ttee for hearing us today. My nanme is
Ari anne Maliwanag, and | amtestifying on
behal f of National Federation of Filipino

Ameri can Associ ation, now, NAPA New York, a

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Public

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N R R N N N N o e = e e e T T = T N
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P, O

Heari ng
June 27, 2022

129

nati onwi de organi zation dedi cated towards the
pronotion of civic engagement for the
Filipino American community and also a part
of the APA Redistricting Task Force, which
aims to protect APA communities of interests.
You've heard sonme of our speakers today.

In my previous testinmony in our May
hearing, | shared about the inpactful
connection that Wbodside and El mhurst shares
with the Filipino community and the overal
APA community. | highlighted that the
Woodsi de and El mhurst has provided -- |
hi ghl i ghted the home that Wbodsi de and
El mhur st has provided ever since our
heal t hcare workers imm grated to America in
the 1970s.

The overrepresentation of Filipinos
fromthe impact of COVID-19 and some of the
achi evements in our comunity, including one
that led to the mural that greets all our

Little Manila nei ghborhood, Mabuhay. Last

month, | shared history and stories. And
today, | want to share data and recent
updat es.

The Filipino population is the fourth
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| ar gest AAPI popul ation in the New York City
area and New York State. According to 2020
census data shared by our partners at the
Asi an American Federation, the Filipino
popul ation increased by 14.4 percent in
New York City between 2010 and 2020.
According to the same data, nearly half
of these Filipinos reside in Queens and
30 percent of those Queens Filipinos reside
in El mhurst and Wobodsi de. And please note
that this is Filipino only and not those of
m xed backgrounds.
| n Wbodsi de and El mhurst |ives the
hi ghest concentration of Filipino small
busi nesses of New York State, which includes
your restaurants, rem ttance centers, your
bodegas and faith centers, that all serve its
| ocal community.
I n honor -- so, one other thing is that
in honor of Philippine Independence Day,
whi ch was cel ebrated | ast nonth, hundreds of
Filipino Americans took to the streets to
cel ebrate the co-nam ng of Roosevelt Avenue's
70th Street to Little Manila Avenue. This

was a significant achievement for the
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community, which was featured or CBS News,
Pot henus (phonetic), Asian Journal and nore.

In recent City Council elections, we
saw cl ear and consistent voting patterns
t hroughout the nei ghborhood of EI mhurst. I n
Woodsi de, we al so saw fewer voting patterns
as the majority voted for their APA
candi dates. This election season, we're
seeing the canpaign of possibly the first
Filipino American to be elected in the State
Assenbly. He hails fromthe
Woodsi de/ El mhur st ar ea.

This is a reflection of a comunity
that is eager to be involved and eager to
support its greater comunity. This evening,
| advocate for the Filipino American
community and the |arger APA community of
El mhurst, Jackson Hei ghts and Wbodsi de. We
recogni ze that these comunities of interests
may be too big to formone City Counci
district.

Therefore, we want to advocate that the
APA community in Woodsi de and El mhur st
Jackson Hei ghts should be kept whole and two

separate City Council districts. There,
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keepi ng the APA neighborhoods in these two
areas whol e recognizes the presence of the
ri sing, prevalent APA community in these
nei ghbor hoods.

It is important that our famlies share
these -- in our famlies that share
I mm gration experiences our restaurants and
our grocery stores that cater to Asian
Ameri cans and our APA comunity are visible,
heard and addressed.

"Il be submtting a witten testinmony
with additional materials showcasi ng our
community of interest and voting data.

Thank you so much for your tinme and
consi derati on.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you very nuch
for your testinony.

Virtual .

MODERATOR: We have Smith Maryam

CHAI R WALCOTT: s it Smth Maryam did
you say?

MODERATOR:  Yes.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Sm th Maryanf

(No response.)
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MODERATOR: Donna Downes.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Donna Downes? | saw
t he name earlier.

MS. DOWNES: Yes, because when | first
got on -- well, first of all, good evening
and thank you for allowing me to testify.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Good eveni ng.

MS. DOWNES: When | first got on,
just wanted to listen in and get educated.
So, | got educated and now | have to say
somet hing (laughter), so thank you.

| ' ve been a resident of Southeast
Queens for the last 21 years. | have done

rounds roots work in Southeast Queens,

Nort hern Queens and Far Rockaway. | *' m not
about skin color. |'m not about religion.
| ' m about advocate. l"ma community

advocate. But in the |ast couple of years,
| ' ve been working right here in Southeast
Queens where I"'mreally rooted and |'ve
| earned about what's goi ng on.

| don't understand this whole thing
about redistricting and all this. Listen, we
got grounds that need -- we got roads that

need to be fixed. Okay? W got kids who are
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hangi ng out in the street. They need safe
haven spots. They need after-school pl aces
to go hang out, instead of being on the
street and getting in trouble. Okay?

There's so nmuch nore that needs to be
done. We need nutrition. W need
supermarkets that's giving out healthy food
to the community. Tal king about
redistricting. This just seens |like a waste
of time and noney, where nmoney coul d be going
to other things in the comunity, what the
communiti es need. Okay? Like |I said, |I've
been out here doing grounds worKk. | ve been
doing it and | see the need. \Why are we
splitting people up?

OCkay. So, |I'm a resident of Rochdal e,
Rochdal e Village. Why are you considering
splitting up Rochdale Village? That's
splitting up a famly. That just sounds I|ike
an ACS case to ne.

Thank you so much for listening to ne.
| appreciate it. Good night.

CHAI R WALCOTT: And thank you very much
for your testinony.

Next, virtual.
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MODERATOR: Maryam Smit h.

CHAI R WALCOTT: You said Maryam Smt h,
right?

MODERATOR:  Yes.

CHAI R WALCOTT: s Maryam Smth there?
No ?

MS. SM TH: ' m here, but | don't have
a testimny at the moment.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Good eveni ng.

MS. SM TH: Good eveni ng.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Yes, you're on now.

MS. SM TH:  No. | said I'm here
listening in, but | don't have a testinony at
t he moment.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Okay.

MS. SM TH: | came late, so |I'mjust
trying to follow through on what's going on.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Not a problem

So, just again, for you and others, you
have the ability at any point to submt
written testinmony, or it's not relegated to
t he borough that we're | ocated in, there'll
be anot her hearing taking place the day after
tomorrow, starting at the same time, at

4 o' clock.
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1 And you should just go to our website,
2 the New York City Districting Conm ssion and
3 it will give you the detailed information.
4 So, you have the ability at any point to
5 submt testinony or to do virtual testimony
6 or to come in person as well.
7 That's it. So, let me take this
8 opportunity to thank all of you for being
9 here.
10 Once again, John, would you be kind
11 enough to just lay out some of the next steps
12 again, just to reinforce the information
13 wher e people could submt their testinmony,
14 and al so the hearing dates that are com ng up
15 as well.
16 DR. FLATEAU: Yes. Thank you.
17 So, again, here is this e-mail. Pl ease
18 take it down. A nunber of us receive sone
19 type of e-mail notification as well. You can
20 al ways go to our website, but you could write
21 this e-mail down, submt maps, testinmny at
22 any tinme.
23 The next hearing we have is Wednesday.
24 CHAI R WALCOTT: Wednesday, uh-huh.
25 DR. FLATEAU: In Brooklyn at New York
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Technical College, 4 to 7 p.m W're also
live broadcasting on YouTube. And this
entire -- every single proceeding of our
Comm ssioners will be on our website.

So, if you mssed a neeting, a hearing
and you want to catch up at sone point |ater
or find out what the voice were com ng out of
Brooklyn or the Bronx or Manhattan, all of
t hose hearings are up on our website.

We woul d al so indicate that a nunber of
New Yor kers have already submtted maps to
the Comm ssion and they will be upl oaded
probably within the next 48/ 72 hours. W
will systematically upload those materials,
transparency.

And our Comm ssioners are here
finishing up round one of our five-borough
hearing process. And then they're about to
go to work. That's why we're here now to
hear from you, Queens. Brooklyn -- we're
going to the Bronx and Staten I|sland next
week.

And when they finish up with their
hearings, then they're going to get down to

work, taking in all of this information and
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1 going to work, putting out another set of
2 i nes, so that you, the public, can coment,
3 critique, add to this work that needs to go
4 forward over the next few weeks.
5 Any ot her questions or conments?
6 CHAI R WALCOTT: | think you covered it.
7 DR. FLATEAU:. Joe, our deputy executive
8 director.
9 MR. MALIGNO: So, | just wanted to be
10 clear. For Wednesday at City Tech, it's
11 285 Jay Street. It's in the auditorium
12 building. The auditoriumis |ocated straight
13 to the back. [It's 285 Jay Street. Okay?
14 CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you very much.
15 And to the public, thank you for com ng
16 out. Thank you for being virtual, and thank
17 you for your written testimny as well.
18 Have a safe and good eveni ng.
19 (TIVE NOTED: 6:43 p.m)
20
21
22
23
24
25
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK)
. SS
COUNTY OF QUEENS)

|, Sabrina Brown Stewart, a shorthand
reporter within and for the State of New York, do
hereby certify that the within is a true and
accurate transcript of the statement taken on
June 27, 2022.

| further certify that | amnot related to
any of the parties to this action by blood or by
marriage, and that | amin no way interested in the
outconme of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 6th day of July 2022.

Oabrna Brown— lacwart

Sabrina Brown Stewart
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