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Department of Homeless Services (“DHS”) had failed to reasonably accommodate

WHEREAS, the City of New York and Gilbert Taylor filed an
answer to the complaint on or about January 20, 2016;

WHEREAS, on consent, Plaintiffs filed an Amended Complaint on
or about August 3, 2016 in which they substituted the current Commissioner of
DHS, Steven Banks, as a Defendant, added DHS as a Defendant, and converted the
action into a class action;

WHEREAS, the Amended Complaint alleges, inter alia, that DHS
has failed while providing homeless services to provide reasonable
accommodations for the disabilities of the class members and that DHS has failed
to provide accessible shelter facilities sufficient to meet the needs of the class
members;

WHEREAS, the Amended Complaint alleges that Defendants
violated federal, state and city law by failing to address the needs of people with
disabilities in its homeless shelter program pursuant to Title IT of the Americans
with Disabilities Act (“ADA”), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, due
process under the United States and New York State Constitutions, the New York

State and City civil rights statutes and regulations, administrative directive 15-
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ADM-06 issued by the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, and the
New York State Social Services Law and regulations;

WHEREAS, by stipulation so ordered by this Court on October 20,

2016, the Court certified a class as follows:

All individuals with a disability within the meaning of the Americans
with Disabilities Act, who presently reside in the DHS Shelter System
or who, since May 14, 2012, have sought or received, or, in the future
will seek or receive, shelter or shelter-related services in the DHS
Shelter System, whose disability may affect their ability to
meaningfully access shelter or shelter-related services, and who are
not otherwise covered under the Consent Decree and Judgment in
United States of America v. City of New York, 15-cv-5986
(RRM)(JO).

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to resolve the 1ssues raised in this

litigation without further proceedings;

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to settle this action on terms and
conditions just and fair to all Parties;

WHEREAS, the Parties have conducted extensive, arms-length
negotiations to resolve the issues in this action, and have resolved those issues as

specified in this Stipulation and Order of Settlement (this “Stipulation”);

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED, by

and between the Parties, through their attorneys, as follows:

()
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i1

11,

1v.

V1.

vil.

Viil.

Help filling out applications for shelter, housing or other
benefits (including referrals to organizations that provide
disability specific supports);

Help gathering documents to establish eligibility or establish
the need for a specific accommodation;

Help making clinical appointments to establish the need for a
specific accommodation;

Assistance with housing search, including escort;
Providing additional explanations of rules or forms;

Allowing a Class Member to bring someone to appointments to
help them (e.g. an advocate, family member or community
resource);

Help with reading DHS benefit and housing-related notices and
forms;

Help with accessing appropriate specialized therapeutic or
durable medical equipment (e.g., shower chair; wedges);

C. Timeliness and Flexibility

1.

il.

111.

1v.

V.

V1.

Vi,

Expedited access to and placement in shelter;

Flexible scheduling in the administration of appointments,
including accommodating paratransit-related delays;

Limiting waiting time on site for appointments;

Scheduling appointments so that they do not conflict with
medical appointments, rehabilitation or therapy;

Combining shelter-related appointments to reduce travel, where
feasible;

Rescheduling appointments when a disability prevents
attendance;

Giving more time to submit documents or complete
Independent Living Plan (“ILP”) tasks;

14
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Dated: New York, New York
May |5, 2017

ZACHARY W, CARTER
CORPORATION COUNSEL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

By: %ﬂ»’ MWV
omas B. Roberts
Jhmes M. Dervin
100 Church Street
New York, NY 10007
(212) 356-0872
Attorneys for the City Defendants

THE LEGAL AID SOCIETY -
By: // S

Judith Goldiner,
Attomey-in-Charge

Civil Practice — Law Reform Unit
Joshua Goldfein

Beth Hofmeister

Kathryn Kliff

Kenneth Stephens

199 Water Street

New York, New York 10038
(212) 577-3300

Attorneys for the Plaintiffs

WHITE & CASF LLP

By: .

’nn B. Carbc

Evelyn A. Fanneron

1155 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10036

Attorneys for the Plaintiffs
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