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Vinnie Bagwell
Artist

Vinnie Bagwell preserves history by creating art for 
public places. She is a 2022-2023 inductee for the 
Who’s Who in America for sculpture. A 
representational-figurative artist, Vinnie uses 
traditional bas-relief techniques as visual narratives 
to expand her storytelling. She has won numerous 
public-art commissions and awards around the 
United States, including Americans for the Arts
inaugural José and Darlene Pérez Prize for civic 
engagement.
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Frederick Douglas Circle, 2008
Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY
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Frederick Douglas Circle, 2008
Hofstra University, Hempstead, New York
Detail of the back of the chair and speech

Previous Artwork
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Frederick Douglas, 2025
Cedar Hills George Washington University Medical Center

Washington, DC

Previous Artwork
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Enslaved Africans Rain Garden: Bibi, 2022
Yonkers, NY

Previous Artwork
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Legacies, 2012
Chickasaw Heritage Park

Memphis, TN

Previous Artwork
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Enslaved Africans Rain Garden:
Sola and Olumide, 2022

Yonkers, NY

Previous Artwork
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The Piano Lesson: Grace, 2012
The Signature Theatre

New York, NY

Previous Artwork
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Enslaved Africans Rain Garden: 
I’Satta, 2022
Yonkers, NY

Previous Artwork
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BCT Design Group
Bryce Turner, FAIA, CEO of BCT Design 
Group, is passionate about pedestrian-
oriented spaces and the built environment 
that interacts with them. Licensed in 20 U.S. 
states, he is well versed in the cultural and 
commercial amenities that accentuate public 
spaces and the design and planning that 
creates them.

Together, Vinnie and Bryce are creating 
memorable destinations.

BCT Design Group
King of Prussia, PA

Collaborator
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BCT Design Group
Previous Architectural-Landscape Design Samples

Collaborator
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Manhattan

Location Plan
Borough Map

Project Site
Scale: Not to scale
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Location Plan
Neighborhood Map

Project Site
Scale: Not to scale

Project Site
Fifth Avenue at 103rd Street
Five-minute walking radius
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Context
Dr. J. Marion Sims statue location history

Project Site
Fifth Avenue at 103rd Street

Dr. J. Marion Sims
Original location, Bryant Park

1897

Dr. J. Marion Sims, 
Relocation Dedication, Central Park 

1934

Dr. J. Marion Sims
Central Park

2017
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Context
Dr. J. Marion Sims statue removal process

Project Site
Fifth Avenue at 103rd Street

Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito
2017 

Removal
2018

Beyond Sims
2018
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Project Site
Fifth Avenue at 103rd Street

Context
Current condition
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Concept
Concept Inspirations
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Concept
Description
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Concept
Mock-up views
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Concept
Description and materiality of the flame component
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Concept
Description and materiality of sculpture and pedestal
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Concept
Description and materiality of ground component
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Image with description of ground component
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Concept
Ground materials and details
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Site-plan overview comparison
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Concept
Gate description, image and details

Site Plan: Gate
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Site Plan: Elevation

Concept
Section view of art in art location
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Entrance at E 97th Street and Fifth Avenue New ADA wall entrance
E 64th Street and Fifth Avenue End treatment by CPC on new entrance 

at E 64th Street

Site Plan. End-cap Design Precedents

Concept
Site Plan. End-cap Design Precedents
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Richard Morris Hunt Memorial
at E 70th Street and Fifth Avenue

Richard Morris Hunt Memorial
(detail) at E 70th Street and Fifth Avenue

Site Plan: Precedent

Site Plan Precedents
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Literary Walk Restoration MarkerFrederick Douglass Memorial

ImagineU.S.S. Maine National Monument

Site Plan Precedents

Site Plan: Precedent
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Women’s Rights Pioneers Monument, 2020

Romeo and Juliet, 1978 Group of Bears, 1990

Duke Ellington Memorial, 1997

Site Plan: Precedent

Site Plan Precedents
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Rear View

Concept
Rear view description and image
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Transforming the experience of place informs viewers that artistry is a powerful and useful tool of social transformation; one 
capable of condensing our thoughts, distilling our minds and renewing our hopes and aspirations.

Concept
Render of conceptual proposal in situ
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Inspirations: The Conservancy Gardens



New York Academy of Medicine



and the Museum of the City of New York



A 30’ x 30’ sanctuary will transform the perception of place 
and balance a narrative about enslaved-African women.





A guide for souls shall wield the power of enlightenment.



A reminder of the Oath: “First, do no harm”.



Viewers shall discover an unfolding story of endurance...







A plum tree shall bloom pink flowers to celebrate women. 
(There are no other flowering trees on 5th Avenue.)



Granite pavers designed in a sunburst motif 
shall represent the vital Universal light of a living democracy...



ANGEL OF HARLEM    |  MAY,  2019© 2019 BCT, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

LANDSCAPE -  MATERIALS

GRANITE SEATING 

BUTTERFLY WEED

PAMPAS GRASS

GRANITE SEATING WITH 
INSCRIPTION

MANHOLE
COVER

UTILITY COVER

UTILITY COVER

THUNDER CLOUD 
PLUM TREE

PEDESTRIAN AND 
BIKE LANE (10’)INSET LED STRIPS

RECESSED UP-LIGHTS

PROPOSED IRON FENCE

CENTRAL PARK WALL CENTRAL PARK WALL

CENTRAL PARK AREA

INSET LED STRIPS

MAN HOLE COVER

ALTERNATE COLORED 
GRANITE PAVING

PACHYSANDRA

LAVENDER

LIGHT GRAY GRANITE 
PAVING

PAMPAS GRASS

LAVENDER

BUTTERFLY WEED

PACHYSANDRA

ALTERNATE PAVING COLOR

LED INSET LIGHT STRIPS

RECESSED UP-LIGHTS

0 5’ 10’ 15’
NORTH



LED-light strips create dynamic in-pavement night lighting.





ANGEL OF HARLEM    |  MAY,  2019© 2019 BCT, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

LANDSCAPE -  ELEVATION

11’-4”SCALE

19’

10’-6”

WALL END CAP TO 
MATCH EXISTING CAP 
STONE

GRANITE SEATING

2’-6”

4’

4’

4”

0 2’ 4’ 6’



ANGEL OF HARLEM    |  MAY,  2019SCALE: 1”=10’

0 5’ 10’ 20’

GRANITE OR CONCRETE PAVERS, 
COLOR: LIGHT GRAY, SIZE:18” x 36”

 (325 SF TOTAL PAVERS)

LED STRIP LIGHTS
(238.5 TOTAL LINEAR FEET)

LED STRIP LIGHTS
(238.5 TOTAL LINEAR FEET)

MARBLE BENCHES TO
MATCH EXISTING 

GRANITE APPRON, COLOR: 
LIGHT GRAY

IRON TRELLIS

EXISTING WALL

MH

EXISTING 
UTILITY COVER

MH

RAINBOW GRANITE SEAT WITH 
INSCRIPTION

SIZE: 3’ X 7’ X 1’

GRANITE PAVERS, COLOR: LIGHT 
GRAY AND CHARCOLE GRAY

NOTE:
GRANITE PAVING TOTAL: 394.8SF
CONCRETE PAVERS TOTAL: 325 SF
8 RECESSED LED UPLIGHTS
RECESSED LED STRIP LIGHTS: 238.5’ LF TOTAL

MATERIAL SHEET

8 LENSED LED RECESSED UPLIGHTS

CENTRAL PARK SIDE



Polished signage and quotes 
“Primum non nocere”  and “First, do no harm”.



WORK SCHEDULE

Month 1 / October 2019

	 •	Execute	Agreement

Month 2-4 / November 2019 - January 2020

	 •	Final	Design	Approval
	 •	Sculpture	Fabrication:
	 			 -	Armature
	 	 -	Enlargement	

Month 5-9 / February-June 2020

	 •	Sculpture	Fabrication:
	 	 -	Refinement

Month 10 / July 2020

	 •	Fabrication
	 	 -	Sculpture	Mold-making
	 	 -	Gate	Fabrication
	 	 -	Pedestal	/	Apron	/	Stone	Paving

Month 11-12 / August-September 2020

	 •	Fabrication
	 	 -	Wax	Sculpture	Refinement
	 	 -	Bronze	Sculpture	Cast
	 	 -	Gate	Fabrication
	 	 -	Pedestal	/	Apron	Fabrication

	 •	Installation	
	 	 -	Pour	Cement	Foundation
	 	 -	Landscaping
	 	 -	Gate	installation
	 	 -	Ship	sculpture	and	stone	to	the	
	 	 			installer

Month 13 / October 2020

	 •	Installation
	 	 -	Paving	installation	
	 	 -	Lighting-Landscape	Installation
	 	 -	Pedestal	/Apron	Installation
	 	 -	Sculpture	preparation
	 	 -	Sculpture		installation

20

Time is of the essence.



Thank you.



Photographers

Craig Bailey / Perspective Photo
Jonathan Lewis
Leslie Jean-Bart
Roderick Taylor

Earle Briggs Wilson, Jr.
Pierre Bagwell-Green
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