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PUBLIC DESIGN COMMISSION: CONCEPTUAL DESIGN REVIEW

April 28, 2025

Damrosch Park and east side of Amsterdam-Avenue,
between W. 62nd and 65th Street, New York, NY
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SITE LOCATION AND ORIENTATION

Borough Context Neighborhood Context




NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT: NEARBY PARKS
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT: TRANSIT
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Nearby Subway Stops
. MTA Bus Stops on/near Lincoln Center Campus
— Designated Bike Lanes near Lincoln Center Campus
----- Walking Paths to Nearby Parks

Central Park
7-10 min walk from
Damrosch Park




VISION AND GOALS

+ Physically transform Lincoln Center’'s Amsterdam
Avenue side by removing the fortress-like wall to
welcome communities approaching from the west

+ Create state-of-the-art performance areas in Damrosch
Park that meet artists’ and audiences needs

+ Establish a vibrant community park that better serves
close neighbors, including residents of New York City
Housing Authority campuses at Amsterdam Houses and
Addition, and students at LaGuardia High School of Music and
Performing Arts and the five high schools at the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Educational Complex

+ Celebrate the history and public memory of San Juan Hill
and historic Lincoln Square

+ Respect architecture and landscape architecture iconic to
Lincoln Center campus
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STAKEHOLDER MAPPING

Within 710 minute walk of the Lincoln Center campus
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58th Street 58th Street

NYCHA Amsterdam Houses
NYCHA Amsterdam Addition

Goddard Riverside Lincoln Square Neighborhood Center (LSNC)

Manhattan Hunter Science High School
The High School for Law, Advocacy and Community Justice

The High School for Arts and Technology

The Urban Assembly Media High School
The Special Music High School
LaGuardia High School

58th Street

MHVd TVHLINID

Hudson Guild's Amsterdam Center

Lighthouse Guild

Manhattan Together / Amsterdam Together
Positive Influence Basketball & Creative Arts Program
West End Secondary School

Heschel School

John Jay College of Criminal Justice

NYCHA Harborview Terrace

Congregation Habonim

PS/IS 191 - The Riverside School for Makers and Artists
Lincoln Square Synagogue

Project Open at Lincoln Towers

Lincoln Towers

MLK Jr. Educational Campus

Lincoln Square BID

Fordham University

St. Paul the Apostle Church

Mount Sinai West

New York Institute of Technology

New York Society for Ethical Culture

Redeemer Presbyterian

West Side YMCA

Good Shepherd-Faith Presbyterian Church
Liberty Church Upper West Side

Christ and St. Stephen's Episcopal Church

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Landmark West!



METHODS OF ENGAGEMENT + TIMELINE SN
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POP-UP ACTIVITIES + COMMUNITY EVENTS
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“Desire to have clear access to pathways,
tables, and public restrooms within close
walking proximity from the bus stop area.”
— Workshop Participant, Mar 2023

—

“We should also be talking about g @
4 'r equity. Is there a way that we can =
create a modern bandshell?”

— NYCHA Resident, Dec 2023

~

“A place for rest and recreation is
important especially in a place like NYC.” | 5
— High School Student, Dec 2023 |
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LEGACIES OF SAN JUAN HILL
In the first half of the twentieth century—prior to Lincoln Center’'s construction—the neighborhood

was a diverse, largely working-class community known as San Juan Hill.
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LEGACIES OF SAN JUAN HILL

The neighborhood was a hub of cultural innovation; and its residents made significant contributions i
music and art, journalism, social work, and other fields that still resonate today.
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~ LINCO N, 1956
A series of superblocks—including Lincoln Center, Fordham University, and Lincoln Towers—
replaced the high density mixed-use area and displaced 7,000 families and 800 businesses.




MODERNISM AT LINCOLN CENTER

Strong geometric forms echoed in both the architecture and landscape. Important balance of void and
massing/form in the interplay between landscape and architecture across the Lincoln Center campus.
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1969 UNIFIED CAMPUS COMPOSITION

Character-defining features of the Lincoln Center campus
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Outdoor Performance e
Venue: Bandshell + Dance Floor
for arts programming

Passive Recreation: Bosque +
planters, grid layout

North/South Axis:
Circulation corridor

NEW YORK STATE THEAVE®

OPERE

LTS

Indoor Performance Venue:
Vivian Beaumont Theater and
New York Public Library for the
Performing Arts

EPERVORY
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Passive Recreation: Bosque +
planters surrounding water feature,
grid layout
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A MODERNIST PERFORMANCE PARK

Landscape architect Dan Kiley's influence is visible in the design of Damrosch Park. The
Park’'s design by architects Eggers and Higgins and the Bandshell’s dramatic sculptural
form represent a contrast to the other buildings on campus, which are more rigid in
their architectural expression.

The Park’s design is experienced through the understory of tree canopies and the main
stage is flanked by two major tree bosques that frame performances at Damrosch Park.
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CHANGES OVER TIME

Evolution of the Lincoln Center Campus

2006 Aerial

Grand Entrance: Removal of
car-oriented approach, replaced
with monumental stairs and

symmetrical ramps

17

2023 Aerial

e | |

' New Paving: Paving replaced
. everywhere other than Damrosch
£ Park and 65 Street Terrace

New Framing Devices:
Removal of individual planters,
replaced with grove, new water
feature, and occupiable lawn

[l |

New Groves Along
Columbus Ave: Introduction
of green spaces along the street
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CULTURAL TRANSFORMATIONS

Evolution of programming and use of space
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1969 Orchestral Performance
+ Bandshell stage in use

Temporary Production

Support Platforms

Temporary Stage

| S w i o '

Lincoln Center Out of Doors (1973-2
+ Temporary stage build out

18

Temporary Full
Stage Build-Out

Temporary Tents for
Artist Support and
Guest Services

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Midsummer Night Swing (1989-2019)

+ Temporary stage build out




neighbors—with a high wall at Damrosch Park.

For those approaching from Amsterdam Avenue, the Lincoln
Center campus seemingly turns its back to its closest
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FREE SUMMER PROGRAMMING

Temporary conditions limit passive use of the Park April through September




BIG APPLE CIRCUS

Temporary infrastructure closes off Park October through February

MAIN ENTRANCE




APPROACH FROM 62"° STREET ALONG AMSTERDAM AVENUE

No visibility or direct access into Damrosch Park from the street
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GARAGE ENTRANCES ALONG AMSTERDAM AVENUE

Message of exclusion facing residents to the west of Lincoln Center
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APPROACH FROM 65™ STREET ALONG AMSTERDAM AVENUE

20’ tall wall with limited transparency

“There is no curb appeal. The entire Amsterdam
Avenue side should be grand and artistic
befitting of Lincoln Center and its status in the
world of arts. Currently, the Amsterdam Avenue area
is nondescript and banal.”

Y — Workshop Participant, Nov 2023







EXISTING CAMPUS SITE PLAN
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PROPOSED CAMPUS SITE PLAN

A new, inviting Amsterdam Avenue entrance for all and a new world-class outdoor performance park
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GREENING OF AMSTERDAM AVENUE

Removes the wall at Damrosch Park to create a porous streetscape; introduces greater activation along
the superblock
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PROPOSED STREETSCAPE SCOPE
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—\ID‘IHHHIH-U{’E el S + 5" expansion of sidewalk between 62" St and 65™
= g | [ St on east side of Amsterdam Ave:; 13’ bulb-outs at 62"
50" () - h
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EXISTING DAMROSCH SITE PLAN
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DAMROSCH PARK SITE CONSTRAINTS
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PLANNING PHASE CONCLUSIONS

Today’'s Damrosch Park falls short on serving as both a site for recreation and a performance park
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PERFORMANCE SPACE TREES / PLANTERS

WEST B2nd STREET WEST &62nd STREET WEST 62nd STREET

[ [ ——— (e —ss——
EXISTING SITE PLAN SHIFT PERFORMANCE AREA BRING THE PARK TO THE STREET
- Turns its back to Amsterdam - Eliminates need for the Wall - Direct connection between

Avenue - Shifts performances closer to Amsterqam Avenue and
- Limited simultaneous other Lincoln Center venues recreation area

performance + park use - Allows simultaneous park and - Visual openness and message of
- Limited seating performance uses welcome
- Limited shade - Tightens area for secure event - Entire park can be used by the

public
Limited accessiblity for support mode

spaces

Infrastructure beyond useful life

Unwelcoming/inaccessible open
expanse of concrete plaza
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PROPOSED PERFORMANCE VENUE LOCATION + ORIENTATION

Create a new performance venue that will meet contemporary artist/audience needs and accessibility needs

CENTER STAGE

A WVOBISIY

EAST STAGE

SOUTH STAGE

SOUTHEAST STAGE

Simultaneous Park and
Performance uses

Eliminate Barriers from
Amsterdam Ave + 62 St

Relationship to Josie
Robertson Plaza

Accessible/Improved
Support Spaces

Acoustics + Sound
Mitigation

Solar Exposure + Heat
Mitigation on Stage




PROPOSED DAMROSCH PARK SCOPE ™
Replaces the uninviting concrete expanse of Damrosch Park with flexible spaces for recreation and performance -
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PROPOSED DAMROSCH PARK SCOPE

Replaces the uninviting concrete expanse of Damrosch Park with flexible spaces for recreation and performance
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BRINGING THE PARK TO THE STREET

Removes the wall at Damrosch Park; opens the entire park to Amsterdam Avenue

Existing

\/7 Outdoor Stage + Theater removed

11 10

EXISTING

L L |

R.O.W Plaza Grove Garage To Koch
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NEW FACADE ON 62"° STREET

Removes the wall at Damrosch Park; introduces undulating facade near Koch Theater
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CURRENT SITE ACCESS + CIRCULATION

No access from Amsterdam Avenue, very limited daily use by community

" LEGEND
mmmm Accessible Path mmmm Stairs
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DAILY SITE ACCESS + CIRCULATION

East/west circulation through entire site
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AMSTERDAM AVE

EVENT SITE ACCESS + CIRCULATION T
Park stays open to the public -
-
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MATERIAL + PLANTING PALETTE

PAVING GROVE TREES
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BUILDING MATERIALS
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WORKING CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE
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PLANNING + FEASIBILITY
STUDIES

PARTICIPATORY

PLANNING + DESIGN
CONCEPT DESIGN - DESIGN
DEVELOPMENT

PDC + ENV REVIEW
MAKE READY WORK +
CONSTRUCTION
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