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between W. 62nd and 65th Street, New York, NY



Borough Context

SITE LOCATION AND ORIENTATION

Neighborhood Context
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PERFORMANCES
ARTISTIC PROGRAMMING
TREES

NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT: NEARBY PARKS
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT: TRANSIT
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VISION AND GOALS

 +Physically transform Lincoln Center’s Amsterdam 
Avenue side by removing the fortress-like wall to 
welcome communities approaching from the west

 +Create state-of-the-art performance areas in Damrosch 
Park that meet artists’ and audiences needs

 +Establish a vibrant community park that better serves 
close neighbors, including residents of New York City 
Housing Authority campuses at Amsterdam Houses and 
Addition, and students at LaGuardia High School of Music and 
Performing Arts and the five high schools at the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Educational Complex

 +Celebrate the history and public memory of San Juan Hill 
and historic Lincoln Square

 +Respect architecture and landscape architecture iconic to 
Lincoln Center campus
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PARTICIPATORY PROCESS



STAKEHOLDER MAPPING
Within 10 minute walk of the Lincoln Center campus
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METHODS OF ENGAGEMENT + TIMELINE
June 2023 - Present

6200+ 
Interactions

500+
Workshop 

Participants

3500+
Survey 

Responses
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“We should also be talking about 
equity. Is there a way that we can 
create a modern bandshell?” 
 —NYCHA Resident, Dec 2023

“A place for rest and recreation is 
important especially in a place like NYC.”
 —High School Student, Dec 2023

“Desire to have clear access to pathways, 
tables, and public restrooms within close 
walking proximity from the bus stop area.”
 —Workshop Participant, Mar 2023



HISTORIC CONTEXT



LEGACIES OF SAN JUAN HILL
In the first half of the twentieth century—prior to Lincoln Center’s construction—the neighborhood 
was a diverse, largely working-class community known as San Juan Hill.
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LEGACIES OF SAN JUAN HILL
The neighborhood was a hub of cultural innovation; and its residents made significant contributions in 
music and art, journalism, social work, and other fields that still resonate today. 
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LINCOLN SQUARE URBAN RENEWAL PLAN, 1956
A series of superblocks—including Lincoln Center, Fordham University, and Lincoln Towers—

replaced the high density mixed-use area and displaced 7,000 families and 800 businesses.
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MODERNISM AT LINCOLN CENTER
Strong geometric forms echoed in both the architecture and landscape. Important balance of void and 
massing/form in the interplay between landscape and architecture across the Lincoln Center campus.
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1969 UNIFIED CAMPUS COMPOSITION
Character-defining features of the Lincoln Center campus
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A MODERNIST PERFORMANCE PARK
Landscape architect Dan Kiley’s influence is visible in the design of Damrosch Park. The 
Park’s design by architects Eggers and Higgins and the Bandshell’s dramatic sculptural 
form represent a contrast to the other buildings on campus, which are more rigid in 
their architectural expression. 

The Park’s design is experienced through the understory of tree canopies and the main 
stage is flanked by two major tree bosques that frame performances at Damrosch Park.
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CHANGES OVER TIME
Evolution of the Lincoln Center Campus
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CULTURAL TRANSFORMATIONS
Evolution of programming and use of space
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For those approaching from Amsterdam Avenue, the Lincoln 
Center campus seemingly turns its back to its closest 

neighbors—with a high wall at Damrosch Park.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS



FREE SUMMER PROGRAMMING
Temporary conditions limit passive use of the Park April through September



BIG APPLE CIRCUS
Temporary infrastructure closes off Park October through February



APPROACH FROM 62ND STREET ALONG AMSTERDAM AVENUE
No visibility or direct access into Damrosch Park from the street

“The wall feels like a barrier separating 
the complex from the NYCHA buildings. 
It literally looks like Lincoln Center is 
turning its back on anywhere west of 
the Amsterdam Ave wall.”
 —Workshop Participant, Nov 2023
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GARAGE ENTRANCES ALONG AMSTERDAM AVENUE
Message of exclusion facing residents to the west of Lincoln Center



APPROACH FROM 65TH STREET ALONG AMSTERDAM AVENUE
20’ tall wall with limited transparency

“There is no curb appeal. The entire Amsterdam 
Avenue side should be grand and artistic 
befitting of Lincoln Center and its status in the 
world of arts. Currently, the Amsterdam Avenue area 
is nondescript and banal.”
 —Workshop Participant, Nov 2023
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THE TRANSFORMATION: BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS



EXISTING CAMPUS SITE PLAN
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PROPOSED CAMPUS SITE PLAN
A new, inviting Amsterdam Avenue entrance for all and a new world-class outdoor performance park

New York Public 
Library for the 
Performing Arts 
+
Lincoln Center 
Theater

Metropolitan Opera

David Geffen Hall

David Koch Theater

Josie Robertson Plaza

Hearst Plaza

Damrosch Park
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GREENING OF AMSTERDAM AVENUE
Removes the wall at Damrosch Park to create a porous streetscape; introduces greater activation along 
the superblock

EXISTING

PROPOSED

29

For Illustrative Purposes Only
Fo

r I
llu

st
ra

ti
ve

 P
ur

po
se

s 
On

ly



PROPOSED STREETSCAPE SCOPE

 +5’ expansion of sidewalk between 62nd St and 65th 
St on east side of Amsterdam Ave; 13’ bulb-outs at 62nd 
and 65th corners 

 +New street trees along sidewalk edge

 +New street furniture along sidewalk edge including 
benches, lighting, wayfinding signage, improved bus 
stop, etc.

 +Paving to match Lincoln Center superblock 

 +Crosswalks, light poles, traffic lights on Amsterdam 
Avenue to remain

Damrosch Park

62nd Street
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New York Public 
Library for the 
Performing Arts 
+
Lincoln Center 
Theater

Metropolitan Opera
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EXISTING DAMROSCH SITE PLAN

Metropolitan Opera
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DAMROSCH PARK SITE CONSTRAINTS

STRUCTURAL
SLAB EXPANSION

JOINT

MAINTAIN PARKING 
GARAGE RAMPS

MAINTAIN LOWER
PARKING GARAGE

RAMP

FRESH AIR
INTAKE SHAFT
TO REDIRECT

MET OPERA EGRESS 
ROUTE

STRUCTURAL SLAB
EXPANSION JOINTS

MAINTAIN
SOUTH

TRANSVERSE

MECH INTAKE

PARKING EGRESS

+/- 83.25’

PARKING EGRESS

MECH EXHAUST / 
EMERG GEN HOISTWAY

EMERG GEN EXHAUST

LOT BOUNDARY LINE

SCALE - 1”= 40’-0”
AT 11” X 17”

BOILER FLUE

MAINTAIN
EXISTING

DECK SLAB+/- 83.25’
+/- 71.50’

(grade varies)

Metropolitan Opera

Koch 
Theater

MAXIMUM 
DEMOLITION EXTENT

ALL PLANTINGS IN 
RAISED PLANTERS DUE 
TO STRUCTURAL SLAB
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EMERG GEN FUEL FILL
PORT & VENT AT GRADE

ALL PLANTINGS IN 
RAISED PLANTERS DUE 
TO STRUCTURAL SLAB



PLANNING PHASE CONCLUSIONS
Today’s Damrosch Park falls short on serving as both a site for recreation and a performance park
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PROPOSED PERFORMANCE VENUE LOCATION + ORIENTATION
Create a new performance venue that will meet contemporary artist/audience needs and accessibility needs
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PROPOSED DAMROSCH PARK SCOPE
Replaces the uninviting concrete expanse of Damrosch Park with flexible spaces for recreation and performance

DRAFT IN PROGRESS
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Lifted Terrace +
Dance Floor

Amsterdam 
Garden

Lawn + 
Water Feature

Grove

Grove

Overlook

Plaza

Stage

Deck +
Garden

Art Walk

Sidewalk 
Improvements

Josie Roberston 
Plaza



PROPOSED DAMROSCH PARK SCOPE
Replaces the uninviting concrete expanse of Damrosch Park with flexible spaces for recreation and performance
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BRINGING THE PARK TO THE STREET
Removes the wall at Damrosch Park; opens the entire park to Amsterdam Avenue

R.O.W Amsterdam 
Garden

Plaza + GroveWater Feature + Lawn + Grove Backstage To Koch 
Theater

EXISTING

PROPOSED

Existing 
Outdoor Stage + Theater removed 

Proposed 
Outdoor Stage + Theater

R.O.W Garage 
Overbuild

To Koch 
Theater

GrovePlaza
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NEW FACADE ON 62ND STREET
Removes the wall at Damrosch Park; introduces undulating facade near Koch Theater
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PROPOSED STREET ELEVATION

PROPOSED CLOSE-UP OF THEATER FACADE

SCALE: 1/64”

SCALE: 1/64”
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CURRENT SITE ACCESS + CIRCULATION
No access from Amsterdam Avenue, very limited daily use by community

Bandshell, backstage, 
and all support spaces 
are not accessible

LEGEND
Accessible Path

Accessible Destination

62ND STREET
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Non-Accessible Destination
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DAILY SITE ACCESS + CIRCULATION
East/west circulation through entire site

62ND STREET
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LEGEND

Lifted Terrace +
Dance Floor

Amsterdam 
Garden

Lawn + 
Water Feature

Grove

Overlook

Plaza

Stage

Deck +
Garden

Art Walk

Josie Roberston 
Plaza

Grove

Stage, backstage, and 
all support spaces are 
accessible

Accessible Path

Accessible Destination

Stairs

Non-Accessible Destination
Performance Area
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EVENT SITE ACCESS + CIRCULATION
Park stays open to the public

EVENT SECURITY BOUNDARY

Amsterdam 
Garden

Lifted Terrace +
Dance Floor

Lawn + 
Water Feature

Grove

Grove

Overlook

Plaza

Stage

Deck +
Garden

Art Walk

Josie Roberston 
Plaza

LEGEND
Accessible Path

Accessible Destination

Stairs

Non-Accessible Destination
Performance Area
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MATERIAL + PLANTING PALETTE
PAVING

DAMROSCH PARK WALLS AND BENCHES

GROVE TREES

GARDEN TREES

GARDEN PLANT CHARACTER

BUILDING MATERIALS

Precast Concrete With 
Travertine

Painted Steel

Kebony Wood

Travertine

Black Granite Ivory Granite Granite Fines
Liriodendron 
tulipifera

Tilia cordata 
‘Greenspire’

Carpinus betulus 
‘Fastigiata’ 

Crataegus  
Prunus serrulata 
‘Kwanzan’

Styphnolobium 
japonicum Quercus palustris
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WORKING CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE
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THANK YOU!
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