What are streetscapes?

Streetscapes do not only consist of
roadbeds where vehicles drive and park.
They also consist of the sidewalks and
plazas where people walk and socialize.
Moreover, streetscapes are made of the
" bike lanes, the street furniture (including
A benches, lampposts, and bike racks)
and the trees planted along the streets.
Streetscapes ensure that people can
move around the city and connect with
one another. They help to make the

city more resilient and sustainable by
managing stormwater with bioswales
(see p. 8) and by limiting the negative
effects of heat waves with shade
provided by street trees. Streetscapes
promote healthy lives and wellness by
allowing people to exercise and come
together. Most importantly, streetscapes
are the places where community thrives
and where people can express their
right to protest and assemble. Finally,

treetscapes

DESIGN

NYC Public Design Commission

City Hall, Third Floor, New York, NY 10007 Bailing, streetscapes are part of the public good:
nyc.gov/designcommission by the NYC Public Design Commission they belong to everyone. {
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Streets are NYC's streets are ) Streets should provide Good urban design

designed to provide: z . . .
shaped by many and g safe transportation makes this possible.

. ™ é » " . .
affect everyone. o it options and contribute to What is urban design?

. ; g . s Urban design is the practice that
The NYC Department of Transportation . f;?jzn;nlsr:ec:fdfroaslgi?%jels § a greener, healthler CIty' shapes the city to create good places for
is the primary agency in charge of NYC’s . 5 . . people to live, learn, work, play, exercise,
streets. There are also close to 3 dozen . ﬁ?;:;gsanfg f;,ﬁi?;ii:: e Since the launch of NYC's bike share socialize, rest, or simply walk. Urban design
other agencies and partners, including - o g program, CIF'Blke has reported_ over focuses on the relationship between

* accessibility & mobility o 3 82 million rides and has contributed to

business improvement districts (BIDs)
that are involved in the planning, design,
construction, and maintenance of street
furniture, infrastructure, planting, and
underground utilities.

the streetscapes and the buildings, and
how this relationship affects people’s
experiences. The NYC Department of City
Planning came up with four urban design
principles for building a city that can be
enjoyed by all:

¢ health, wellness & sanitation
e safety & security
e communication

a 225% increase in bicycle ridership within
NYC over the past two decades,
helping to reduce
citywide emissions.

Signal Pole

. Bioswale rain gardens are a 1. Good urban design creates and
2 type of green infrastructure .

2 that reduces stormwater reinforces the sense of place and
g runoff and sewer overflow, character of a neighborhood.

= keeping our streets and .

5 waterways safer and healthier. 2. Good urban deS|gn ensures that

public spaces are accessible and
enjoyable by all.
3. Good urban design cares about details.
4. Good urban design ensures that
public spaces are comfortable and feel

Emergency

cityBenc” safe to all. 9
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How do you use
NYC'’s streetscapes?

walking

biking

driving

scootering
skateboarding

riding e-bikes
running

playing catch
cooling off in a hydrant
taking a break
catching up with friends
talking on the phone
hosting block parties
having a cookout
waiting for the bus
vending

advertising

taking the dog out
playing music

dining

protesting
assembling
delivering food
sleeping

jogging

strolling

relaxing

enjoying fresh air
marching
commuting

skipping

hanging out
rollerblading

playing hopscotch
drawing with sidewalk chalk
charging a phone
accessing free wifi
buying a newspaper
window-shopping
hailing a cab

picking up take-out
loading and unloading
exercising
sightseeing

taking photos
viewing public art
exploring
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Streets for Connect
PARK(ing) Day 2020, New York, NY
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