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For Freedoms is an artist-led organization that centers art as a catalyst for creative
civic engagement, discourse, and direct action. Founded in 2016 by a coalition of artists
including Hank Willis Thomas, Eric Gottesman, Michelle Woo, and Wyatt Gallery, For
Freedoms is dedicated to fostering an environment of listening, healing, and justice through a
wide range of creative activations. For Freedoms works closely with a variety of artists,
organizations, institutions, and brands to expand what participation in a democracy looks like
and reshape conversations about politics.

Since founding, For Freedoms has collaborated with over 1,000 artists on over 750
activations including public art installations, billboard campaigns, exhibitions, town halls, and
events across all 50 states.
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Our Values
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For Freedoms

TIME Mag Cover “Who Gets to Be American?”
For Freedoms (Hank Willis Thomas, Emily Shur, Eric Gottesman, and Wyatt Gallery) 

“Freedom of Worship” 2018.

For Freedoms (Hank Willis Thomas, Emily Shur, Eric Gottesman, and Wyatt Gallery), “They Are US Is Them”, Queens, NY. 2020. 
Mural by Blazay, Daniel Bonilla, Jason Jarosz, Nancy Hollinghurst, and Darin Roberts 

Photograph by Ines Leong
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Faith, Art, (In)Justice, Town Hall, 2018
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For Freedoms Town Hall: The 50 State Initiative, 2018
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They Are US Is Them, 2018
Hank Willis Thomas/For Freedoms 

Syracuse, NY.
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Lawn Signs, 50 State Initiative, 2018
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Phillips Academy Addison Gallery of American Art, Andover, MA
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Bricks of a revolution, 2022 
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Offered Eyes, 2022 
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For Freedoms News, 2022
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Blessing of the Boats, 2022
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On this project, For Freedoms is being represented by Eric Gottesman and Claudia Peña.

Eric Gottesman is a founder of For Freedoms and an artist whose work addresses
nationalism, migration, structural violence, history, and intimate relations. His projects
question accepted notions of power and, by engaging communities in critical self-reflection
and creative expression, propose models for repair.

Claudia Peña, Executive Director of For Freedoms, serves on the faculty at UCLA
School of Law and in that school’s Gender Studies Department. She is also the founding Co-
Director of the Center for Justice at UCLA, home of the Prison Education Program, which
creates innovative courses that enable faculty and students to learn from and alongside
currently incarcerated participants.
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When Will You Make Amends?”, 2020
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Launch for The Center For Justice at UCLA, 2023
Claudia Peña

Los Angeles, CA  
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The Innu Online Picture Archive, 2010
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Abul Thona Baraka, 2006
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STORIES
Shape

REALITY
An oral history archive and public art series to deepen understanding and 

healing through the voices, memories, and perspectives of people and 
communities.
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Oral History Archive

Jails are full of STORIES we need to hear. 

For Freedoms proposes to build an ORAL HISTORY ARCHIVE of 50 stories by 
people impacted by the Brooklyn Facility Borough Based Jail.
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Oral History Archive

Everyone should hear these stories, so the archive will be available ONLINE as 
well as physically IN-PERSON at the jail.

ARTWORKS that interpret the archive will be installed INSIDE and OUTSIDE 
the jail.
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Why oral history?

A field of study for understanding and healing, oral history is a method of 
gathering, preserving, and interpreting the voices, memories, and perspectives 
of people and communities. Historically, many indigenous peoples had a 
tradition of passing on information orally from one generation to the next. An 
oral history interview is generally a one-on-one conversation in which the 
interviewer records the exchange in audio or video format. Recordings of the 
interview are transcribed, summarized, indexed, and archived.
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Who are we planning to interview?

As part of the public art commission at BBJ Brooklyn Facility, we plan to collect 
50 oral histories from:

● 25 persons in custody
● 10 facility staff 
● 10 family members of persons in custody 
● 5 BBJ Brooklyn Facility neighbors and community members

NYC Percent for Art Program
New Brooklyn Facility Borough Based Jails 
Program

Conceptual Design Review
May 20, 2024
DDC/DOC/DCLA%

Concept



Oral History Plan
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With the assistance of 
the NYC Department of 

Correction, For 
Freedoms will conduct 
at least five interviews 
with persons currently 

in custody.

Once these initial 
interviews are 

conducted, For 
Freedoms will create an 

artist brief and begin 
further conceptualizing 
visual interpretations of 

the oral histories.

For Freedoms will 
continue collecting the 
remaining oral histories 
over the course of the 

next 6 months.

For Freedoms will 
collaborate with 

confirmed artists to 
create artworks for each 

designated artwork 
location following the 

Preliminary Design 
Review requirements.
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Creative Process

The site-specific public art will be designed based on the oral histories where 
the idea of stories shape reality’ is at the forefront of this project. Each 
collaborating artist will create a piece interpreting the oral narratives into visual 
representations of the stories that align with their studio practice, such as 
poetry, sculpture, painting, etc.

NYC Percent for Art Program
New Brooklyn Facility Borough Based Jails 
Program

Conceptual Design Review
May 20, 2024
DDC/DOC/DCLA%

Concept



NYC Percent for Art Program
New Brooklyn Facility Borough Based Jails 
Program

Artwork Locations & Collaborating Artists

1. Public Plaza Embedded Poem — Bryonn Bain 

2. Public Lobby Artwork — Jared Owens
3. Staff Entrance Artwork — Jamel Shabazz

4. Contact Visiting Artwork — For Freedoms
5. Central Program Area Artwork — Marcus Manganni
6. Oral History Archive — For Freedoms
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4. CONTACT VISITING ARTWORK
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6. ORAL HISTORY ARCHIVE
BY FOR FREEDOMS
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BY MARCUS MANGANNI
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Bryonn Bain is a writer, actor, and hip-hop
theater maker, Bain has alchemized his experiences into
his role as an educator, activist and artist, regularly
performing and lecturing on the prison crisis at colleges
and correctional facilities nationwide.
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Lyrics From Lockdown, 2023
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Artwork Location 1
Public Plaza

Rendering, Looking North-East
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Lobby Artwork by Jared Owens
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Jared Owens is a self-taught, multidisciplinary
artist who works in painting, sculpture, and installation,
using materials and references culled from penal
matter.

During more than 18 years of incarceration, he
discovered his passion for art, using it as a
transformative tool for self-expression and
rehabilitation. His practice focuses on bringing
awareness to the plight of nearly 2.5 million people
enmeshed in the American carceral state.
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FBOP (Federal Bauhaus of Prisons), 2022
Jared Owens

Conceptual Design Review
May 20, 2024
DDC/DOC/DCLA%



NYC Percent for Art Program
New Brooklyn Facility
Borough Based Jails Program

The Vault, 2022
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Artwork Location 2
Public Lobby 

Rendering, Looking North
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Artwork Location 2
Public Lobby 

Rendering, Looking South
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Artwork Location 2
Public Lobby

Plan & Elevation Drawings
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Staff Entrance Artwork by Jamel Shabazz
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3. STAFF ENTRANCE ARTWORK 
BY JAMEL SHABAZZ



Jamel Shabazz is a photographer known for
his work in documenting urban life in New York City.
He served as a NYC corrections officer from 1983-
2003.

Through analog film and digital photography, his
iconic images showcases the cultural vibrancy of
the city’s Black and Brown communities,
dismantling negative stereotypes of communities
that are often painted as dangerous or decaying.
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Young Love, 1980
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Untitled,1980
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Reflection of a Father, downtown Brooklyn. 1985
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Back in the Days, 2023
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Artwork Location 3
Staff Entrance

Rendering, Looking East
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Plan & Elevation
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Artwork 4

Contact Visiting Room Artwork by For Freedoms

Conceptual Design Review
May 20, 2024
DDC/DOC/DCLA%



NYC Percent for Art Program
New Brooklyn Facility Borough Based Jails 
Program

Artwork Location 4
Contact Visiting

Level 4 Plan
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Artwork Location 4
Contact Visiting
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Marcus Manganni is a New York based
sculptor and installation artist whose work confronts
mass incarceration.

Light became both the primary medium and subject
of Manganni's work during his time in federal
solitary confinement. Utilizing the natural light from
his cell window, he experimented with what little
materials he had and created reflective structures
placed throughout his cell allowing him to explore
and liberate his physical and social confinement.
Manganni has installed permanent sculptures in
both public and private spaces worldwide.
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Queen(A Love Letter), 2022
Marcus Manganni
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QUEENS (A LOVE LETTER), 2022
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General Population, 2022
Marcus Manganni
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Light Support, 2020
Marcus Manganni
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Special Housing Unit, 2018
Marcus Manganni
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Artwork 6

Oral History Archive by For Freedoms
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Artwork Location 6
Oral History Archive
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6. ORAL HISTORY ARCHIVE
BY FOR FREEDOMS
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Artwork Location 6
Oral History Archive

Electronic Tablet Access for People in Custody
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