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Fearless Girl
Applicant: DOT, State Street Global Advisors

Type: Permit for Statue Placement

April 11, 2022
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State Street Global Advisors is seeking 
a new, temporary 3-year permit for 
the Fearless Girl statue currently on 
Broad Street opposite the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

In December 2021, the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission offered 
unanimous support to keep 
Fearless Girl in her current location. 

Sculpture by Kristen Visbal. Commissioned by State Street Global Advisors. 
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In 2017, we recognized the gender 
diversity challenge and the gap that 
persisted among company boards
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Despite studies 
showing that diversity 
of thought is a key 
contributor to overall 
company performance, 
diversity on corporate 
boards still lagged. 

1 State Street Global Advisors Asset Stewardship Team February 2020. 
2 MSCI 2015. 

In 2017 Opportunity

1 in 4 36.4%
Major US public 
companies
did not have a woman 
on their board1

Average increase in return 
on equity for companies with 
strong female leadership2

“According to PwC's analysis, the push 

for gender diversity on boards went 

mainstream with State Street Global 

Advisors’ installation of the Fearless 

Girl statue on Wall Street in 2017 and 

subsequent shareholder activism for 

gender diversity.”

Fortune Magazine 10/19/19
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Statue Installation Timeline
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2017 2018 2021 2022
Original Installation Current Placement New Permit Process PDC Request

• Installed opposite the 
Charging Bull statue on the 
eve of International Women’s 
Day 2017 (March 7).

• Was issued a temporary 
7-day permit. 

• Worked with the DOT to 
obtain a longer permit through 
their Arterventions program. 

• Worked with the Mayor’s 
office to extend her stay.

• In December 2018, Fearless 
Girl was reinstalled opposite 
the NYSE.

• Obtained a temporary 1-year 
permit from the LPC, with the 
understanding that we could 
work with the LPC each year 
to extend her permit at the 
staff-level, up to 3 years.

• Obtained two additional 1-
year permits from the LPC in 
2019 and 2020.

• With the third and final LPC 
temporary permit set to expire 
11/29/21, initiated a new 
permit process. 

• First, we went to CB1, and 
then the LPC where this 
renewal application was 
unanimously supported. 

• Now, we are at the PDC to 
request a new temporary 3-
year permit be issued to keep 
Fearless Girl at her location 
on Broad Street.
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2017  Original Statue Positioning
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Photo Credit: Frederica Valabrega
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2017  Crowds flocked to see Fearless Girl
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Webcam footage of original location.Crowds at original location.

Photo Credit: Frederica Valabrega
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2018  New location on Broad Street
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NYSE façade used with permission of NYSE Group, Inc.
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2018  The statue’s relocation in front of the NYSE 
was informed by careful considerations of the 
site’s context and maintenance needs
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• Current location was less likely to draw crowds 
compared to the original placement. It is also more 
pedestrian friendly (safer for people visiting).

• Street with no vehicle traffic

• Emergency vehicles can still easily pass through

• Repatina process occurred when she was moved. 
Statue cleaning/maintenance takes place 1-2 
times per month. We will plan a repatina process 
should the new permit be approved. 

Sculpture by Kristen Visbal. Commissioned by State Street 
Global Advisors.
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2018  Reinstallation Technical Drawing
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Sculpture by  Kristen Visbal. Commissioned by State Street Global Advisors. 

Sculpture by Kristen Visbal. Commissioned by State Street Global Advisors. 

2018  Importance of the NYSE location
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2018  DOT Signage
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2022  Current Placement and Signage
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DOT signage
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Fearless Girl’s impact 
is felt far beyond 
the boardroom

Sculpture by Kristen Visbal. Commissioned by State Street Global Advisors.
Photo Credit: Frederica Valabrega
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Advocates organically started a change.org 
petition
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Today, Fearless Girl continues to be 
an NYC attraction… 
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…inviting new and local visitors…
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…and inspiring people around the world.
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Due to the pandemic, visiting Fearless Girl 
in person has been limited.
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Sculpture by Kristen Visbal. Commissioned by State Street Global Advisors. 
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Fearless Girl is part of a rich and interrelated collection of works of 
architecture and public art in the Financial District.

This collection presents a multi-layered view of the history and culture 
of the area and encourages discussion and commemoration. 

Fearless Girl promotes a new aspect of public engagement and 
representation within the Financial District.



Fearless Girl

Context: Public Art & Architecture
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photo: wikicommons

1. George Washington, 
Federal Hall

2. 23 Wall Street, 
1920 Bomb Scars

3. Canyon of Heroes, 
Granite Markers

4. Charging Bull

5. Bowling Green Fence

6. US Custom House / 
National Museum of 
the American Indian

Wikicommons Cromwell Int.1 2 3

4 5 6Higgins Quasebarth Higgins Quasebarth Higgins Quasebarth

Higgins Quasebarth
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PDC Permit Application:
3-year temporary permit to keep Fearless Girl at her current location
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Sculpture by Kristen Visbal. Commissioned by State Street Global Advisors. Sculpture by Kristen Visbal. Commissioned by State Street Global Advisors. 
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Creative Process: 
Initial Brief
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March 2016
We partnered with our consulting 
agency, McCann, to think through how 
we could make a statement on the 
issue of the lack of women in 
leadership. The first creative iteration 
was a “charging cow” to stand opposite 
the Charging Bull that would ignite a 
conversation around gender diversity 
and make a powerful statement. 

DRAFT CONCEPT

Rendering developed by McCann.
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Creative Process: 
Initial Brief
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November 1, 2016
After feedback and discussion 
after the initial idea was 
presented, this idea evolved to 
be a little girl facing the Charging 
Bull – to take a stand and inspire 
the next generation of female 
leaders. 

Rendering developed by McCann.
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Creative Process: Mood Boards
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December 5, 2016
McCann creates mood 
boards to capture the 
character, posture, 
expressions, hair, and 
clothing of the little girl. 

Mood boards developed by McCann.
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Final Artwork
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Sculpture by Kristen Visbal. Commissioned by 
State Street Global Advisors. 

Kristen Visbal sculpted the 
statue and we are 
appreciative to have such an 
inspiring piece of artwork.
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