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PLAYGROUND RESTORATION GOALS

NTRALPARK = 2

SERvm "'5-*-—»-,/. |

A B |ﬂr[‘r:\ o

WW planforplay org

CENTRAL PARK &
CONSERVANCY |

——

A Framework for

Rebuilding and Managing

Central Park Playgrounds

» Reflect the goals of the Plan for Play initiative to:

Improve relationship between the playgrounds and the Park.

Enhance the quality and variety of play experiences.
Maximize user accessibility.

Ensure compliance with current safety standards

Preserve unique and successful aspects of existing designs.
Practice sustainable design and construction.

Design innovative solutions.

« Acknowledge the prominence of this playground within the Seneca Village site and
reenvision the playground as a play and family gathering space connected to the

surrounding landscape.

* Enhance the distinctive topography and site features of the surrounding landscape.
* Create an accessible route from the west side and to W84th St Playground.

PLAYGROUND RESTORATION GOALS | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND

JANUARY 19,2024 | 3
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ARCHAEOLOGY INVESTIGATION | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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Seneca Village
Community

This kiosk marks the center of Seneca Villa
existed from 1825-1857. The villags origina
between B2nd and 89th Streets and Seve:

ge. a predominantly African-American community that
ted when African Americans began buying property
nth and Eighth Avenues, Among the earliest purchasers

Timeline

was an important African-American church, African Methodi i - e ———
2 ethodist Episcopal 71 i 1 oncmmenr o e ¥ Vi
land for a burial ground. Members of piscopal Zion. which initialy acquired msm—-n R Bl & i

the church purchased additional property and began to bulld
hou;es. More African Americans joined the community in the 1830s. and in the following decade Irish
immigrants also began to settle in the villags. In the 1850s, the city used eminent domain to acquire the
land as part of Central Park: by 1857, residents were required 1o leave and all structures were razed.

Researchers beliave that African Americans may have begun to settle in the area to create an
autonomous community far from downtown. Although New York State abolished slavery in 1827,
African Americans still faced discrimination and threats of violence, among other grave obstacles to
freedom and citizenship. Some established thair own institutions ~ schools, churches, newspapers.
and aid organizations — as well as separate neighborhoods where they could build community. Ina
sparsely-settled area, about three miles from the developed part of Manhattan, Seneca Village was a
refuge from both the racist climate and the overcrowded and unhealthy conditions of the rapidly
Erowing city.

Seneca Village was the most densely settled part of the 776 acres slated for Central Park, land that
was home to approximately 1,600 people, By 1855, roughly 225 individuals lived in Seneca Villags,
which consisted of fifty-two houses, three churches, at least one school, and several burial grounds,
Roughly two-thirds of Seneca Village residents were African-American, about half of whom owned
their homes.

The Significance of
Seneca Village

wwnerahip in Senecs Village made it an sxceptional
community for 10th- New York. For African Americans. uying property
W3 not only 8 SouT nomic security, it wes also a path to suffrags.
Baginning in 1821, New York State requifed African-American man [0 own 5
leerst 5250 worth of property in order (o vote, while European-American man
waere eligible 1o vote without having 10 Dwn property Soms African .dn'a—a:si_\s
awned property in Saneca Village but did not actually five there. imstead renting
out their land or holding It as an investment.

1330 ) Titrmet o 4 At
o 1N

R WAchons Churr gt Sty Scmoet
1 e Vi

183

The high rate of proper

1836 BT

Thizt many residents owned their homes and vt in the village for 3 long time
dafes the typical 19th-century depiction of the community 85 a shantytown
inkabited by destituts-saoatters. Park and jowmalists c g the
construction of the gark often presented Sensca Village - shong with other
=attiaments and residents in the ares — in very disparagng l-:tm?w. hb_:mlﬁv:lng
contemporany racist attftudes owsrds African Americans and disdain for the

poot.

P rocer ) of B, et s v e En
Ay Liriow) Chureh et Sactnc bt

B2

Sencoa Village was far from o shantytown - while some Mﬂh wn.re rm:
and did Ive in buildings described as shanties, mast lived in twarStory m:n:f,;;.E
Also in defance of stereotypes, most Mrv:'dl\'l\.li.'allt‘m residents .mhr;:a infully
emploved, typically &5 unshifled labarers of servics \wrh-ﬂ: mrtf t_ 3
pecupations listed in the censis records are cook. WaILer, u.krm‘_,:. o =a|. ~
cooper, grocer, preacher, and Cartan. Records afso indicate 1.\:|3[ mg:mm-u
childeon fving in the villags attended school, smaeﬁungmaf fami 'GSS::E{.E =
education, All of these factors have lod resaarchers (o ul:'ivrst.?ami&m 8
Village a5 a prodominant} micdho-class ona:uztu;ns. r-.nmu
and prosperous than other African-American enclaves in the city Stihe

1349 £ Ucrawte fukts Al Aigge’ Clast

Seneca F stabile community,
il ‘s throe churches wire anothar m-’!r‘ecf of & stabl
wr;uﬂns“naogfmlv raligious but siso politicsl and wml'.'l: for Mrhn:.;nw:
 ricans, African Union Church (bulit around 1840) and African Methodtst
Folscornl? 1863 ware both samlita locations for churches
Chuirch (butlt 1840} wass established a5 2 n\.ﬂ;f_‘Jf:«
4, & congregation on the Upper West Side. and
= and African Americans. 1

Episcopal Zion Church lhul?l_
based downtown A ﬂn@eyf
by St Michaels Episcopal Churc

Fpmonest Fon Dzl
anded by both Europesn American

_ rram Wsthndet
wess At eiranPenaw for o bV

What happened to
seneca Village?

eminent
- Purk It acquired knd through e
9 bewmmmra‘ 3 Thosa whio
m“"_"‘:"—gr_ ot of govermments o take privats fand for public us

i 0T tod for its vishue and asidants were required 10
pensatod f g and F

Mﬂdmoﬂ"i‘.\nrz.(‘[ = (o o

|eava, a long process that ended in he fall of 1857, The construction of Cantral

- " = damolition of
S the claaring of the land, Including the &
Paribogan in 1858 WP 18 CEUR L 1 il grounds. Records show T

maveed, GCammEy
1855 S

s e,
e g .

by the et of
;20 ofterid by e oy

S R

1817 1o

1821:2

1832 =

18342

1838 Fe T

1845

1850 =

1853 =

SENECA VILLAGE INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PROJECT | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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CENTRAL PARK 2023 SENECA VILLAGE COMMUNITY CONVERSATION | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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CENTRAL PARK 1936 PLAYGROUND | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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RAL PARK 1993 PLAYGROUND | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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86th Street 'Tr_a nsverse

Bridle Path

-Ceni:rél Park W

West 85th_$treet
( :

t 84th Street
‘ Playgroun _

CENTRAL PARK » SITE - EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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CENTRAL PARK!
 WEST "

3

i # da s

INACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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RAL PARK INACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM TOLL FAMILY PLAYGROUND | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND

ERVANCY JANUARY 19, 2024 | 18




)
s, Searching for
Seneca Village

§aEE7 |SoESE |} SEESd

CENTRAL PARK PLAYGROUND ENTRANCE | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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VIEW INSIDE EXISTING PLAYGROUND | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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VIEW INSIDE EXISTING PLAYGROUND | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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Landscape Play

. Playground

1 Existing West 85th Playground

CENTRAL PARK N FRAMEWORK DIAGRAM - PROGRAM | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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RAL PARK LANDSCAPE PLAY, PINETUM, TOLL FAMILY & DIANA ROSS PLAYGROUND| WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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Playground

Existing Playground Footprint: 26,196 SF
Proposed Playground Footprint: 24,455 SF
6.6% decrease

Proposed Picnic Area: 3,256 SF
Proposed PG Footprint + Picnic Area: 27,711 SF
5.78% increase

Paths

Existing Paths: 12,968 SF
Proposed Paths: 13,286 SF
2.5% increase

West Drive

Central Park West

Total

Existing Playground + Existing Paths: 39,164 SF
Proposed Playground + Proposed Paths: 37,741 SF
3.6% decrease

Proposed Playground + Picnic Area+ Proposed Paths: 40,997 SF i 9 5
4.7% increase EXISTING AND PROPOSED OVERLAY

* Picnic area ground plane material is bonded wood carpet which is a
pervious material

CENTRAL PARK —_— » SITE - PROPOSED PLAN WITH EXISTING FOOTPRINT | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND

CONSERVANCY : o 10m 20 40 NORTH JANUARY 19, 2024 | 29
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86th Street Transverse

,__, ____________________ i i ;
iPLAYGROUND | 1

West Drive
1 2 ==
/ / a
7
- - :
West Drive

Central Park West
Central Park W

EXISTING PROPOSED
CENTRAL pAm(I °=’-240—,i°’=w » EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
CONSERVANCY NORTH JANUARY 19, 2024 | 30



— Benches and companion i
\ ° ° I - \_’7 i"\\ \
seating on accesible rou
: R | . A \ . L] N
_¢— Landscape improvements
4 _.'\\\_\. : ..."\._'. =0 .

EXISTING

CENTRAL PARK N » WESTERN PATH - EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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Proposed Boulders Retain —/
Slope Adjacent to Outcrop

Lo

Asphalt Path

Painted Steel Handrail

Granite Block Curb .
Existing Grade

CENTRAL PARK S - SECTION A-A": ACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND

CONSERVANCY SCALE 3/8” =1-0” JANUARY 19, 2024 | 32




Granite Block Curb Existing Grade

o 2 4 8’

CENTRAL PARK SECTION B-B’: ACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND

CONSERVANCY SCALE 3/8” =1-0” JANUARY 19, 2024 | 33




Existing Grade

Painted Steel Handrail W“ - _;tGranite Block Curb

o 2 4 8’

CENTRAL PARK SECTION C- C’: ACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM TOLL FAMILY PLAYGROUND | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND

CONSERVANCY SCALE 3/8” =1-0” JANUARY 19, 2024 | 34
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CENTRAL PARK e » EASTERN PATH - EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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Picnic

__ Propos'ed._p_l_gygr und
. footprint reintroduces

L il . \
mature trees into

Iandsc?gj
- 3: j_d_./ \

Tree to be removed

Proposed pl{y\g@und
-
)

footpriy((
-

S L = . el N S ;’y
TR, %Cg\nflgure/d playgrounc

— LA

—

/- entry and benches > N
< . | . ’ ndscape

O

_ ) g —— //. ’ \ — improvements
EXISTING PROPOSED
CENTRAL PARK e » PLAYGROUND - EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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Wood é/nd- < e 5-12 Climber
‘ Concfé_fg | . —/ Play Structure
Benches ___
4' Wire Mesh Fence
77. T ; i , ; "
Fountain q' P'§9‘°/ﬁn~d/ .
~ Fence |
i ‘I/ — \\ !IJ .
¢ . o 4 . °
3 / p .
i <
-
CENTRAL PARK e » PLAYGROUND - PROPOSED PLAN | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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CENTRAL PARK ACCESSIBLE PATH WITH HANDRAIL AT W 84TH PLAYGROUND | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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' Hei Bridge Structure (removed) Playground
! Hegggélpl:lgzg;ound 9 with Sand Play Enytgrance

EXISTING SECTION ELEVATION

\ AT

Lower Plazﬂo.und Ground Play Water Strap Relocated Playground Trees Currently in Playground
Fence to eight Structure Feature Swings Entrance Become Part of Park Landscape

PROPOSED SECTION ELEVATION

CENTRAL PARK S = PLAYGROUND - SECTION D-D’ ELEVATIONS | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND

CONSERVANCY SCALE 1/16” = 1-0” JANUARY 19, 2024 | 39




s

7' Height Playground Bridge Structure (removed)
Steel Fence with Sand P

EXISTING SECTION ELEVATION

?’. vt 1 A, 4 ) : = ; T ,' L il Jeist it Al ] e = L 2k _I 1 it s _ TSR : : '- f r
\mmut.il ! I | i e il O D — — __.i. = It ' 8 iteakm|| R - fill "m'l" a‘-‘h
Lower PI.?%;ound Picnic Play Strap

Fence to eight area Structure Feature swings

PROPOSED SECTION ELEVATION
CENTRAL PARK SHN U PLAYGROUND - SECTION E-E’ ELEVATIONS | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND

CONSERVANCY SCALE 1" =20%-0" JANUARY 19, 2024 | 40
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RAL PARK BOULDERS AND WATER PLAY PRECEDENTS | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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A

I
=7

=S

CONCEPTUAL PLAYGROUND RENDERING | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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CONCEPTUAL PLAYGROUND RENDERING | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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CONCEPTUAL PLAYGROUND RENDERING | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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LEGEND
Existing Light

® Pole to Remain or
Reset in Place

Proposed
Lighting

. LIGHTING PLAN | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
0 10°20° 40’ NORTH

CENTRAL PARK &
CONSERVANCY
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restoration B

Multistem tree \| = . \
Shade tree < B -

1 A Lawn

I

Existing tree to
be removed

K # \H

Groundcovers and
herbaceous plants

Existing tree to
Groundcovers and be removed

understory shrubs

CENTRAL PARK = — » PLANTING PLAN | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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TREES AND LARGE SHRUBS

Pin Oak Allegheny Serviceberry Eastern Redbud
Quercus palustris Amelanchier arborea Cercis canadensis

SHRUBS PERENNIALS AND GRASSES

- =

Virginia Sweetspire Fragrant Sumac Dwarf Fothergilla Dwarf Oakleaf Hydrangea Chokeberry Summersweet Blue Wood Aster White Wood Aster Poverty Oat Grass
ltea v merlot flower — Rhus aromatica Fothergilla gardenii  Hydrangea quercifolia Aronia melanocarpa  Clethra alnifolia Aster cordifolius Aster divaricatus Danthonia spicata
FERNS GROUNDCOVER

Hay Scented Fern Marginal Wood Fern

Euonymus Pennsylvania Sedge Appalachian Sedge Crinkled Hair Grass
Dennstaedtia punctilobula Dryopteris marginalis Polystichum acrostichoides Euonymus fortunei Carex pennsylvanica Carex appalachica Deschampsia flexuosa
CENTRAL PARK MATERIALS PALETTE - PLANTING | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND

CONSERVANCY
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I \Wood and Concrete Bench
Place with Added Space for Companion Seat

[ Custom Wood Bench

CENTRAL PARK
CONSERVANCY

I Central Park Settee Bench
Place with Added Space for Companion Seat

I Accessible Picnic Table

MATERIALS PALETTE - BENCHES AND PICNIC TABLE| WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND

[ Custom Stone Bench

Key Plan

JANUARY 19, 2024 | 49



[] Accessible Path - Rectangular Asphalt Block Paver B Asphalt Paving with Sloping Granite Block Curb
Landings and Child Handrail (Round Steel, Painted Black
Finish)

Key Plan

CENTRAL PARK MATERIALS PALETTE - PATH AND RAMPS | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND

CONSERVANCY JANUARY 19, 2024 | 50



Bl 4 Wire Mesh Fence at Picnic Area

CENTRAL PARK &
CONSERVANCY

Bl 4 Steel Picket Playground Perimeter Fence on 8”
Concrete Curb (Adventure Playground)

)
I

alld [
kbl 1
il

[ Playground Gate

Key Plan

MATERIALS PALETTE - FENCES | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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[ Asphalt Bl Safety Surface - Gray

5 .
e ]

Bl s e e N e PR B B A AR
B Bonded Wood Carpet Key Plan

[ Exposed Aggregate Concrete and Flush Concrete Border

CENTRAL PARK MATERIALS PALETTE - PLAYGROUND SURFACING | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
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EXISTING

CENTRAL PARK R » PLAYGROUND - EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND

CONSERVANCY 0’10" 20" 40’ NORTH JANUARY 19, 2024 | 53



APPENDIX



Bridle Path

PROPOSED SITE PLAN PRE-LPC COMMENTS 1/9 PUBLIC HEARING | WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND
JANUARY 19, 2024 | 55



