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THE RECONSTRUCTION OF 
WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND 
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LOCATION MAP & PROJECT AREA |
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PLAYGROUND RESTORATION GOALS |

• Reflect the goals of the Plan for Play initiative to:

 Improve relationship between the playgrounds and the Park.

 Enhance the quality and variety of play experiences. 

 Maximize user accessibility.

 Ensure compliance with current safety standards

 Preserve unique and successful aspects of existing designs.

 Practice sustainable design and construction.

 Design innovative solutions.

• Acknowledge the prominence of this playground within the Seneca Village site and 
reenvision the playground as a play and family gathering space connected to the 
surrounding landscape.

• Enhance the distinctive topography and site features of the surrounding landscape.

• Create an accessible route from the west side and to W84th St Playground.

PLAYGROUND RESTORATION GOALS

www.planforplay.org
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EXISTING WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND |
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CENTRAL LAWN, ROCK OUTCROPS, SUMMIT ROCK, EASTERN EDGE OF SENECA VILLAGE |
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ARCHAEOLOGY INVESTIGATION |
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SENECA VILLAGE INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PROJECT |
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2023 SENECA VILLAGE COMMUNITY CONVERSATION |
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1864 ANNUAL REPORT |
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1936 PLAYGROUND |
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1991 CENTRAL PARK CONSERVANCY RESTORATION PLAN |
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1993 PLAYGROUND |



WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND 
JANUARY 19, 2024 | 14

AERIAL VIEW - EXISTING CONDITIONS |
NORTH
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SITE - EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN |

86th Street Transverse

West 85th Street
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INACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST |
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INACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST |Kinderberg / Chess and Checkers House
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INACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM TOLL FAMILY PLAYGROUND  |
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PLAYGROUND ENTRANCE |
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PLAYGROUND - EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN |

D

D
’

2-5 Play 
Structure

5-12 Play 
Structure

Spray 
Bollard

Bridge 
(removed)

Sand Play 
Area

Sand Play 
Area

BenchesBucket 
Swings

7’ Tall Steel 
Picket Fence

NORTH0’ 40’20’10’



WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND 
JANUARY 19, 2024 | 21

VIEW INSIDE EXISTING PLAYGROUND |
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VIEW INSIDE EXISTING PLAYGROUND |
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ELEVATED VIEW INSIDE EXISTING PLAYGROUND |
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VIEW INSIDE EXISTING PLAYGROUND |
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VIEW OF EXISTING PLAYGROUND FROM EAST |
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VIEW INSIDE EXISTING PLAYGROUND |
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FRAMEWORK DIAGRAM - PROGRAM |
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LANDSCAPE PLAY, PINETUM, TOLL FAMILY & DIANA ROSS PLAYGROUND|

Kinderberg / Chess and Checkers House
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SITE - PROPOSED PLAN WITH EXISTING FOOTPRINT |

EXISTING AND PROPOSED OVERLAY

West 85th Street Entrance
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Existing Playground Footprint

Existing Path Footprint

Playground
Existing Playground Footprint:  26,196 SF
Proposed Playground Footprint: 24,455 SF
6.6% decrease

Proposed Picnic Area: 3,256 SF
Proposed PG Footprint + Picnic Area: 27,711 SF
5.78% increase

Paths
Existing Paths: 12,968 SF
Proposed Paths: 13,286 SF
2.5% increase

Total
Existing Playground + Existing Paths: 39,164 SF
Proposed Playground + Proposed Paths: 37,741 SF 
3.6% decrease

Proposed Playground + Picnic Area+ Proposed Paths: 40,997 SF 
4.7% increase

* Picnic area ground plane material is bonded wood carpet which is a 
pervious material

86th Street Transverse
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EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS |

EXISTING PROPOSED
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WESTERN PATH - EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS |

EXISTING PROPOSED

B
’
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’
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NORTH0’ 20’ 40’10’

West 85th Street Entrance West 85th Street Entrance

Benches and companion 
seating on accesible route

Landscape improvements

Tree to be removed
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SECTION A-A’: ACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST |
SCALE 3/8” = 1’-0”

0 2’ 4’ 8’

Proposed Boulders Retain 
Slope Adjacent to Outcrop

Existing Grade

Painted Steel Handrail
Asphalt Path

Granite Block Curb
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SECTION B-B’: ACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST |
SCALE 3/8” = 1’-0”

0 2’ 4’ 8’

Existing Grade
Asphalt PathGranite Block Curb
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SECTION C- C’: ACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM TOLL FAMILY PLAYGROUND |
SCALE 3/8” = 1’-0”

0 2’ 4’ 8’

Existing Grade

Painted Steel Handrail Asphalt Path Granite Block Curb
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EASTERN PATH - EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS |

EXISTING PROPOSED

NORTH0’ 20’ 40’10’
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PLAYGROUND - EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS |

EXISTING PROPOSED

NORTH0’ 20’ 40’10’
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footprint reintroduces 

mature trees into 
landscape 

Proposed playground 
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PLAYGROUND - PROPOSED PLAN |
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ACCESSIBLE PATH WITH HANDRAIL AT W 84TH PLAYGROUND |
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PLAYGROUND - SECTION D-D’ ELEVATIONS |

7’ Height Playground 
Steel Fence

Bridge Structure (removed)  
with Sand Play

Play Structure Playground 
Entrance

Lower Playground 
Fence to 4’ Height

Water 
Feature

Strap 
Swings

Ground Play 
Structure

Relocated Playground 
Entrance

Trees Currently in Playground 
Become Part of Park Landscape 

EXISTING SECTION ELEVATION

PROPOSED SECTION ELEVATION

SCALE 1/16” = 1’-0”

0 4’ 16’ 32’
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PLAYGROUND - SECTION E-E’ ELEVATIONS |

7’ Height Playground 
Steel Fence

Bridge Structure (removed)  
with Sand Play

Lower Playground 
Fence to 4’ Height Water 

Feature
Strap 

swings
Play 

Structure
Picnic 
area

NORTHSCALE 1” = 20’-0”

EXISTING SECTION ELEVATION

PROPOSED SECTION ELEVATION
0 10’ 20’ 40’
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PLAY STRUCTURE AND CLIMBER PRECEDENTS
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BOULDERS AND WATER PLAY PRECEDENTS |
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CONCEPTUAL PLAYGROUND RENDERING |
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CONCEPTUAL PLAYGROUND RENDERING |



WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND 
JANUARY 19, 2024 | 45

CONCEPTUAL PLAYGROUND RENDERING |
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LIGHTING PLAN |

LEGEND
Existing Light 
Pole to Remain or 
Reset in Place

Proposed 
Lighting 

NORTH0’ 20’ 40’10’
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PLANTING PLAN |

Multistem tree
Shade tree

Groundcovers and 
understory shrubs

Groundcovers and 
herbaceous plants

Lawn 
restoration

Lawn 
restoration

Existing tree to 
be removed

Existing tree to 
be removed

NORTH0’ 20’ 40’10’
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MATERIALS PALETTE - PLANTING |

Pin Oak
Quercus palustris

TREES AND LARGE SHRUBS

FERNS

SHRUBS PERENNIALS AND GRASSES

GROUNDCOVER

Chokeberry
Aronia melanocarpa

Virginia Sweetspire
Itea v merlot flower

Dwarf Oakleaf Hydrangea
Hydrangea quercifolia

Dwarf Fothergilla
Fothergilla gardenii

Euonymus
Euonymus fortunei

Fragrant Sumac
Rhus aromatica

Hay Scented Fern
Dennstaedtia punctilobula

Christmas Fern
Polystichum acrostichoides

Marginal Wood Fern
Dryopteris marginalis

Blue Wood Aster
Aster cordifolius

White Wood Aster
Aster divaricatus

Pennsylvania Sedge
Carex pennsylvanica

Appalachian Sedge
Carex appalachica

Crinkled Hair Grass
Deschampsia flexuosa

Poverty Oat Grass
Danthonia spicata

Summersweet
Clethra alnifolia

Allegheny Serviceberry
Amelanchier arborea

Eastern Redbud
Cercis canadensis



WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND 
JANUARY 19, 2024 | 49

MATERIALS PALETTE - BENCHES AND PICNIC TABLE|

          Central Park Settee Bench

Place with Added Space for Companion Seat

          Wood and Concrete Bench

Place with Added Space for Companion Seat

          Custom Stone Bench

Accessible Picnic Table Key Plan          Custom Wood Bench 
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MATERIALS PALETTE - PATH  AND RAMPS |

Asphalt Paving with Sloping Granite Block Curb           Accessible Path - Rectangular Asphalt Block Paver 
Landings and Child Handrail (Round Steel, Painted Black 
Finish)
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MATERIALS PALETTE - FENCES |

Playground Gate            4’ Steel Picket Playground Perimeter Fence on 8”  
Concrete Curb (Adventure Playground)

4’ Wire Mesh Fence at Picnic Area



Key Plan
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MATERIALS PALETTE - PLAYGROUND SURFACING |

Exposed Aggregate Concrete and Flush Concrete Border

Safety Surface - Gray

Bonded Wood Carpet

AsphaltGranite Threshold at Playground Entry Gate



WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND 
JANUARY 19, 2024 | 53

PLAYGROUND - EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS |

EXISTING PROPOSED

NORTH0’ 20’ 40’10’
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PAGE DESCRIPTION |

APPENDIX



WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND 
JANUARY 9, 2024 | 46

SITE - PROPOSED PLAN |
NORTH0’ 20’ 40’10’

86th Street Transverse

West 85th Street Entrance
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PROPOSED SITE PLAN PRE-LPC COMMENTS 1/9 PUBLIC HEARING |
NORTH0’ 20’ 40’10’


