
Green Infrastructure 
Grant Program Workshop

DEP Green Infrastructure Grant Program: 

Website: www.nyc.gov/dep/gigrantprogram

Email: gigrantprogram@dep.nyc.gov
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DEP Newsletter

Admiralôs Row, Brooklyn

11,736 SF

 Intensive Green Roof

Newsletter sign-up: 
nyc.gov/dep/newsletters

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fsite%2Fdep%2Fabout%2Fnewsletters.page&data=05%7C02%7Cneuton%40dep.nyc.gov%7C707f0440fbc740e77b3808dc3a05756f%7Cf470a35f08534633aae3ce4e8b5085a3%7C0%7C0%7C638449042313320471%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AbMuB3pLlY3z5RG519Zbr5s%2Bi%2BSP8lYqbOlH6O9KdKM%3D&reserved=0
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Agenda
Part 1: Introduction

Å Stormwater in NYC

Å Green Infrastructure as a Solution 

Å Green Infrastructure in NYC 

Part 2: Grant Program

Å Grant Program Guidelines

Å Previous Grant Project Examples 

Å Q&A

Part 3: Grant Application

Å Application Templates

Å Q&A

Å Introduction to Green Roof Inventory Survey Admiralôs Row

Brooklyn

11,736 SF

 Intensive Green Roof



Why Green 
Infrastructure?
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The Problem

Combined Sewer System ï both 

wastewater and stormwater are  

carried by a single pipe to a 

wastewater resource recovery facility 

(WRRF)  

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 

(MS4) ï wastewater  is carried by one  

pipe  to the WRRF, and stormwater  is 

carried by a separate  pipe  directly to 

local waterbodies.
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Rain Gardens

Green Infrastructure Technologies

Permeable Pavements

Green Roofs 

Rainwater Harvesting



Green 
Infrastructure 

in NYC



8

NYC Green 
Infrastructure Program

Right -of -Way (Sidewalks and Roadways)

Public Property Retrofits Private Property Incentives



Green 
Infrastructure 
Grant Program
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Grant Program Guidelines  

ÅDEP will fund the design and 
construction costs for green roof 
retrofits on private property in New 
York City.

ÅProject must be located in the 

combined or separate sewer area.

ÅApplicants must be able to execute 

the Program Funding Agreement 

and Restrictive Covenant as-is.

ÅApplications are accepted year-

round. The New School
Green Roof

Brooklyn Navy Yard Building 3 

Brooklyn 

42,670 SF

Rooftop Farm
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Green Roof Projects  
ÅGreen roof projects should 

contain a root barrier, 

drainage layer, filter layer, 

growing media, and 

vegetation. 

ÅGreen roofs projects must 

be a minimum of 3,500 SF 

and have a minimum of soil 

depth of 1.5 inches. 
The New School

Green Roof
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*NEW* Green Roof 
Reimbursement  Schedule

Grant funding for green roof projects is determined by the proposed green roof vegetated area 

and soil depth following the Green Roof Reimbursement Schedule:

Example: 25,000 SF green roof with 4 inches of soil

Å $40/SF *25,000 SF = $1,000,000

Å Total maximum reimbursement = $1,000,000
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Ineligible Costs, Projects and 
Restrictions

ÅIneligible Costs include:  

ÅMaintenance and operations 

ÅNon-green roof project components (new roof, benches, lighting, etc.) 

ÅResearch not related to the proposed grant project construction

ÅLegal fees for contract execution 

ÅAlsoé

ÅGrant projects must be in compliance with all local, state and federal laws 

ÅGrant funding cannot be used to meet any regulatory requirements a property is subject 
to (Local Law 92+94, Unified Stormwater Rule, etc.)

ÅThe City of New York will have unrestricted rights to use the designs selected for any 
future project at no additional costs



Previous 
Grant 

Awardees
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Grantee: New York University

Property 

Type:
Private Hospital

Technology: Extensive Sedum Green Roof

Project Size: 12,168 SF

Soil Depth 3ò

NYU Langone Medical Center
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Grantee: The New School

Property Type Educational Facility

Technology: Extensive Sedum Green Roof

Project Size: 11,245 SF

Soil Depth: 6ò

The New School
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Corporate 
Commons Three

Grantee: Corporate Commons Three, LLC

Property Type: Commercial

Technology: Rooftop Farm

Project Size: 23,375 SF

Soil Depth 9ò
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Grantee: Citylights at Queens Landing, Inc.  

Property Type Residential Co-op

Technology: Intensive Green Roof

Project Size: 15,842 SF

Soil Depth: 8ò-16ò

Citylights



Submitting an 
Application
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Step 1: Determining 
Eligibility

Property Eligibility

ÅBe privately-owned and within NYC

Å Have an owner willing to sign the Funding 
Agreement and Declaration of Restrictive 
Covenant as-is  

Å Be completed within one year from the 
construction start date unless otherwise agreed 
upon with DEP

Å Provide 20 years of maintenance 

Å Be a minimum cost of $50,000.00 

Site Connection

ÅDocumentation indicating existing sewer 
connections or detention systems


