
Green Infrastructure 
Grant Program Workshop

DEP Green Infrastructure Grant Program: 

Website: www.nyc.gov/dep/gigrantprogram

Email: gigrantprogram@dep.nyc.gov
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DEP Newsletter

Admiral’s Row, Brooklyn

11,736 SF

 Intensive Green Roof

Newsletter sign-up: 
nyc.gov/dep/newsletters

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fsite%2Fdep%2Fabout%2Fnewsletters.page&data=05%7C02%7Cneuton%40dep.nyc.gov%7C707f0440fbc740e77b3808dc3a05756f%7Cf470a35f08534633aae3ce4e8b5085a3%7C0%7C0%7C638449042313320471%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AbMuB3pLlY3z5RG519Zbr5s%2Bi%2BSP8lYqbOlH6O9KdKM%3D&reserved=0
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Agenda
Part 1: Introduction

• Stormwater in NYC

• Green Infrastructure as a Solution 

• Green Infrastructure in NYC 

Part 2: Grant Program

• Grant Program Guidelines

• Previous Grant Project Examples 

• Q&A

Part 3: Grant Application

• Application Templates

• Q&A

• Introduction to Green Roof Inventory Survey Admiral’s Row

Brooklyn

11,736 SF

 Intensive Green Roof



Why Green 
Infrastructure?
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The Problem

Combined Sewer System – both 

wastewater and stormwater are  

carried by a single pipe to a 

wastewater resource recovery facility 

(WRRF)  

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 

(MS4) – wastewater  is carried by one  

pipe  to the WRRF, and stormwater  is 

carried by a separate  pipe  directly to 

local waterbodies.
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Rain Gardens

Green Infrastructure Technologies

Permeable Pavements

Green Roofs 

Rainwater Harvesting



Green 
Infrastructure 

in NYC
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NYC Green 
Infrastructure Program

Right-of-Way (Sidewalks and Roadways)

Public Property Retrofits Private Property Incentives



Green 
Infrastructure 
Grant Program
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Grant Program Guidelines 

• DEP will fund the design and 
construction costs for green roof 
retrofits on private property in New 
York City.

• Project must be located in the 

combined or separate sewer area.

• Applicants must be able to execute 

the Program Funding Agreement 

and Restrictive Covenant as-is.

• Applications are accepted year-

round. The New School
Green Roof

Brooklyn Navy Yard Building 3 

Brooklyn 

42,670 SF

Rooftop Farm
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Green Roof Projects 
• Green roof projects should 

contain a root barrier, 

drainage layer, filter layer, 

growing media, and 

vegetation. 

• Green roofs projects must 

be a minimum of 3,500 SF 

and have a minimum of soil 

depth of 1.5 inches. 
The New School

Green Roof
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*NEW* Green Roof 
Reimbursement  Schedule

Grant funding for green roof projects is determined by the proposed green roof vegetated area 

and soil depth following the Green Roof Reimbursement Schedule:

Example: 25,000 SF green roof with 4 inches of soil

• $40/SF *25,000 SF = $1,000,000

• Total maximum reimbursement = $1,000,000
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Ineligible Costs, Projects and 
Restrictions

• Ineligible Costs include:  

• Maintenance and operations 

• Non-green roof project components (new roof, benches, lighting, etc.) 

• Research not related to the proposed grant project construction

• Legal fees for contract execution 

• Also…

• Grant projects must be in compliance with all local, state and federal laws 

• Grant funding cannot be used to meet any regulatory requirements a property is subject 
to (Local Law 92+94, Unified Stormwater Rule, etc.)

• The City of New York will have unrestricted rights to use the designs selected for any 
future project at no additional costs



Previous 
Grant 

Awardees
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Grantee: New York University

Property 

Type:
Private Hospital

Technology: Extensive Sedum Green Roof

Project Size: 12,168 SF

Soil Depth 3”

NYU Langone Medical Center
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Grantee: The New School

Property Type Educational Facility

Technology: Extensive Sedum Green Roof

Project Size: 11,245 SF

Soil Depth: 6”

The New School
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Corporate 
Commons Three

Grantee: Corporate Commons Three, LLC

Property Type: Commercial

Technology: Rooftop Farm

Project Size: 23,375 SF

Soil Depth 9”
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Grantee: Citylights at Queens Landing, Inc.  

Property Type Residential Co-op

Technology: Intensive Green Roof

Project Size: 15,842 SF

Soil Depth: 8”-16”

Citylights



Submitting an 
Application
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Step 1: Determining 
Eligibility

Property Eligibility

• Be privately-owned and within NYC

• Have an owner willing to sign the Funding 
Agreement and Declaration of Restrictive 
Covenant as-is  

• Be completed within one year from the 
construction start date unless otherwise agreed 
upon with DEP

• Provide 20 years of maintenance 

• Be a minimum cost of $50,000.00 

Site Connection

• Documentation indicating existing sewer 
connections or detention systems
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Structural Analysis

• P.E. stamped structural analysis that 

verifies that the loading capacity of the 

roof is sufficient for the proposed design. 

This document must be submitted with 

the grant application.

• Level of effort depends upon the knowns 

of the building and roof SoBro Jasmine Court
Green Roof399 Sands Street

 Brooklyn

11,465 SF

 Extensive Green Roof
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Step 2: Review Legal 
Documents and Process

SoBro Jasmine Court
Green Roof

• The Green Infrastructure Grant Program is a reimbursement 
program.  

• Documents critical to review prior to application:

 1) Grantee Guide

 2) Funding Agreement

 3) Declaration of Restrictive Covenant 

• Design review occurs simultaneously with the budget review. 

• DEP will reimburse costs once designs/budget are finalized 
and a Funding Agreement is registered.  

Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School

Brooklyn
13,000 SF 

Extensive Green Roof
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Grant Program Legal 
Agreements 

Funding Agreement 

• Contract between the Property Owner and the City of New York 

• Boilerplate outlines Property Owner and DEP Responsibilities and cannot be altered

• Appendices are Project Specific (Final Scope of Work, Budget, Maintenance Plan) 

Declaration of Restrictive Covenant 

• Required for all projects

• Provides for long term maintenance of the green infrastructure installation for the 20-
year project term

Both legal documents must be signed as-is.
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Step 3: Project Team and 
Design Concept

Once the team is assembled, the project scope can be decided, and 

concept plan can be advanced.

Team Member Role 

Private Property Owner • Owns the property 

• Signs all legal documents

• Ultimately responsible for the design, 

construction, and maintenance of the project 

Project Manager (can be owner 

or design professional) 

• Coordinates project with property owner and 

DEP 

Professional Engineer

Registered Architect

Registered Landscape Architect 

• Prepares construction documents for the 

design submittals 

• Stamps final plans 

Contractors • Constructs and installs the project 

Maintenance Team • Maintains the project for its 20 year useful life

• May be existing facilities staff 
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• Clearly labeled

• Direction of flow

• Location of green roof area

• Important features of the 
property (i.e., property line, 
building line)

• Existing drains, mechanical 
equipment, etc.

Design 
Concept
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Step 4: Begin the 
Application Process

• Property owner must complete the Pre-Application 

Form and send to gigrantprogram@dep.nyc.gov.

• DEP will reach out and schedule a pre-application 

meeting to discuss property eligibility, the proposed 
project and the project timeline.

• DEP will provide application templates to property 

owner after the pre-application meeting. 

• Applications are accepted on a rolling basis.
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Tips for a Stronger 
Application

Issue Example 

Overall Design Is the design sized correctly?  Is the project overbuilt or 

underbuilt? 

Feasibility Is the proposed project feasible?  Will it be accepted by DEP, 

DOB, or the Fire Department? 

Replicability Is the project overly complex? Can it be widely replicated? 

Community Development Does the project have community partners or is it publicly 

accessible?  Is there a workforce development or educational 

component? 
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Encouraged…but not 
required!

• Matching funds/in-kind contributions

• Letters of support from community 
stakeholders

• Education programming and/or 
public access

• Supports workforce development

• Community access/involvement

Salmar Properties
Green Roof

Before 

After 

Salmar Properties,
 Brooklyn

52,141 SF 

Rooftop Farm
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Questions? 
• Visit www.nyc.gov/dep/gigrantprogram to 

• access the pre-application form

• review eligibility criteria 

• review grantee requirements

• download workshop presentation 

• review press releases with previous winner information 

• find out about upcoming workshops 

• Email gigrantprogram@dep.nyc.gov with questions 

Bishop Loughlin Memorial School
Green Roof



Application 
Templates
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Templates: Project Estimate
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Templates: Stormwater 
Calculations
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Templates: Project Timeline
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Templates: Maintenance Plan
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Templates: Statement of 
Agreement
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Questions? 
• Visit www.nyc.gov/dep/gigrantprogram to 

• access the pre-application form

• review eligibility criteria 

• review grantee requirements

• download workshop presentation 

• review press releases with previous winner information 

• find out about upcoming workshops 

• Email gigrantprogram@dep.nyc.gov with questions 

Bishop Loughlin Memorial School
Green Roof
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DEP Green Roof Inventory

• Local Law 154 (2023) requires 

DEP to report out green roofs 

based on best available 

information. 

• DEP Green Roof Survey will 

capture voluntary reporting of 

green roofs by any party.

DEP Webpage: 

https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/w

ater/green-infrastructure.page



38

DEP Green Roof Inventory

Upload project 

documents such 

as photos, site 

plans, and 

material specs
Fill in information 

about the project 

such as date of 

construction 

completion, the 
vegetated area, and 

soil depth.DEP Webpage: 

https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/wat

er/green-infrastructure.page
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Questions? 
• Visit www.nyc.gov/dep/gigrantprogram to 

• access the pre-application form

• review eligibility criteria 

• review grantee requirements

• download workshop presentation 

• review press releases with previous winner information 

• find out about upcoming workshops 

• Email gigrantprogram@dep.nyc.gov with questions 

Bishop Loughlin Memorial School
Green Roof
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