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Executive Summary

A. INTRODUCTION

New York City (City) Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is issuing this Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality
Review Act (SEQRA), City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR), and the Uniform Land Use
Review Procedure (ULURP). In accordance with SEQRA and CEQR, DEP is examining the potential
for significant adverse environmental impacts that could occur as a result of the Newtown Creek
Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Storage Tunnel project (the “Proposed Project”).

B. PROJECT OVERVIEW

Newtown Creek, located on the border of Brooklyn and Queens, is a tidal creek that flows into the East
River (see Figure S-1). Under typical wet-weather conditions, there are 21 CSO outfalls that discharge
to Newtown Creek. More than 90 percent of the total CSO discharge to Newtown Creek, however, is
from the four largest CSO outfalls: Bowery Bay (BB)-026, Newtown Creek Queens (NCQ)-077,
Newtown Creek Brooklyn (NCB)-083, and NCB-015 (see Figure S-2). As part of an Order on Consent
to reduce CSOs, DEP prepared the Newtown Creek CSO Long-Term Control Plan (LTCP), which the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) approved in June 2018.
Pursuant to the CSO Order on Consent and the LTCP (and recently approved modifications to the
LTCP-recommended project), DEP is proposing a 3.26-mile-long tunnel with a storage volume of 50
million gallons (MG) to divert overflows at the four largest CSO outfalls. The Proposed Project includes
construction of diversion facilities for the four outfalls to convey wet-weather flows to the tunnel, a
gravity diversion sewer to connect the diversion facility at outfall BB-026 to the tunnel, and a tunnel
dewatering pump station (TDPS) and discharge pipe to convey stored sewer overflows to the Newtown
Creek Wastewater Resource Recovery Facility (WRRF), located in the Greenpoint neighborhood of
Brooklyn.

C. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

NEWTOWN CREEK AND WATERSHED

The current conditions of Newtown Creek and its drainage area are considerably different than its pre-
urbanized condition. Newtown Creek was originally a stream that drained the uplands of western Long
Island, and was served by five tributaries: Dutch Kills, Whale Creek, Maspeth Creek, English Kills,
and the East Branch (shown on Figure S-1). As New York City developed, Newtown Creek was
dredged, straightened, and bulkheaded as the surrounding area was drained, urbanized, and
industrialized. By 1930, Newtown Creek had been transformed to a condition similar to its present
configuration and served as a major industrial waterway through which materials were brought to and
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