


as the portion of Staten Island’s South Shore between Great Kills Park on the west and the Staten 
Island Expressway on the east. The northern boundary runs along the higher elevations of central 
Staten Island and includes portions of the mapped, but not constructed Willowbrook Parkway 
right-of-way. The eastern boundary is defined by Staten Island Greenbelt Parks including 
LaTourette Park, Richmond County Country Club and Reeds Basket Willow Swamp. The 
southern boundary is defined by the Raritan Bay shoreline.  
 
The proposed action would amend the existing drainage plan for these three watersheds with new 
designs for the collection, conveyance, and management of stormwater to work with local 
topography and natural features. Under the proposed action, stormwater runoff would be 
collected and conveyed to stormwater management features, or Best Management Practices 
(BMPs). In total, the proposed action includes 27 BMPs, which would be contained within the 
Bluebelt system for each watershed on land that NYCDEP has acquired or is in the process of 
acquiring. The NYCDEP Bluebelt program on Staten Island preserves wetland acres to perform 
their natural functions of conveying, storing and filtering stormwater. Although most of the area 
is already serviced by sanitary sewers, the proposed action also includes new designs for 
additional and upgraded sanitary sewers, which will be a completely piped system, conveying 
sanitary waste to the Oakwood Beach Water Pollution Control Plant (WPCP).  
 
This action proposes to create drainage plans that not only protect, but enhance existing natural 
resources through the preservation and improvement of existing streams and wetlands. Key to 
this plan is the use of special man-made drainage facilities, or BMPs, which are located at every 
storm sewer outfall in a Bluebelt wetland. These facilities, such as an outlet stilling basin or a 
constructed wetland, would minimize the impacts of urban stormwater discharges into natural 
areas. In addition to providing environmental benefits including natural resource protection and 
enhancement, the proposed action is generally more cost effective than conventional, piped 
stormwater infrastructure. The proposed action would also preserve and restore wetlands without 
the wholesale filling required for subsurface storm sewers, and therefore would comply with 
State and Federal permitting requirements. 
 
In addition to the proposed BMPs, this action would include three new outfalls to Raritan Bay. 
These outfalls are proposed to convey stormwater runoff out to the bay for the purposes of 
reducing local flooding in the lower elevations of the watersheds. The proposed outfalls include: 
 

• A new outfall and tide gate connection downstream of BMP OB-1 between Kissam 
Avenue and Fox Lane in the Oakwood Beach Watershed; 

• An outfall downstream of BMP NC-10 between Jefferson and Hunter Avenues in the 
New Creek Watershed; and 

• An outfall from McLaughlin Street associated with BMP SBE-1C in the South Beach 
Watershed.  

 
If approved, implementation of the proposed action (installation of sewers and BMPs) would 
commence in fiscal year 2013 (between July 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013). Installation of storm 
and sanitary sewers would be complete, throughout the three watersheds, in approximately 30 
years. Thus, construction of the proposed action would be completed by 2043. 
 



After receiving comments on the Draft Scope or Work, NYCDEP will issue a final scope of 
work that will address all comments on this Draft Scope raised at either the public hearing or 
submitted in writing to NYCDEP. NYCDEP will address those comments and then modify this 
Draft Scope of Work in response to comments, and a Final Scope of Work will then be issued 
and used as the basis for the preparation of a Draft EIS (DEIS). Once that DEIS is certified as 
complete, it will be circulated for public review. A public hearing on the DEIS will be scheduled, 
with a similar period for submitting written comments. This will be followed by preparation and 
circulation of the Final EIS (FEIS), which will include written responses to any public comments 
made on the DEIS. It is anticipated that the DEIS will be issued in late fall 2010 and an FEIS 
will be issued toward the spring of 2011. Additionally, Uniform Land Use Review Procedure 
(ULURP) applications will be filed for the future street demappings, tree removal and 
topographical modifications under the proposed action. 
 

Required Approvals 
 
New York City 

• Department of Environmental Protection (Lead Agency) 
• Department of Parks and Recreation (involved) 
• Department of City Planning (involved) 
• Department of Design and Construction (involved) 
• Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (interested) 
• Department of Transportation (involved) 
• Landmarks Preservation Commission (interested) 
• Mayor’s Office of Environmental Coordination (interested) 
• New York City Transit Authority (interested) 
• Office of the Staten Island Borough President (interested) 
New York State 

• Department of Environmental Conservation (involved) 
• Department of State (involved) 
• Department of Transportation (involved) 
• Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (involved) 
Federal 

• United States Army Corps of Engineers (involved) 
• United States Environmental Protection Agency (interested) 
• United States Fish and Wildlife Service (interested) 
• National Marine Fisheries Service (interested) 

 
Statement of Potential Significant Effect(s) 
 
On behalf of the New York City Department of Environmental Protection, the Bureau of 
Environmental Planning and Analysis has determined that the proposed action is a Type 1 action 
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