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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF FINAL SCOPE OF WORK AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT STATEMENT  

Project: Gowanus Canal CSO Facilities 
CEQR No. 17DEP040K 

September 14, 2017 

A Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) has been prepared by the 
New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for the 
Gowanus Canal CSO Facilities project, which is classified under State 
Environmental Quality Review as a Type I Action. Acting as lead agency 
and in accordance with the State Environmental Quality Review Act 
(SEQRA) (Section 8-0113, Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation 
Law) as set forth in 6NYCRR Part 617, and the City Environmental Quality 
Review (CEQR) process, as set forth in 62 RCNY Chapter 5 and Executive 
Order 91 of 1977 and its amendments, and the State Environmental Review 
Process (SERP), as required by the State Revolving Loan Fund Program, 
DEP is hereby certifying this DEIS as complete. 

A Positive Declaration and a Draft Scope of Work for the DEIS was issued 
on March 31, 2017. A public meeting to obtain oral testimony on the draft 
scope was held on May 4, 2017, at P.S. 32, 317 Hoyt Street, Brooklyn, NY. 
The period for submitting written comments remained open until June 16, 
2017. A Final Scope of Work (FSOW) was issued on September 14, 2017, 
finalizing, based on comments received, the scope of analysis for the DEIS. 

The DEIS is being circulated for public review with this Notice of 
Completion. For a hard copy of the DEIS, please contact the person listed at 
the end of this Notice. The DEIS will also be available for review by the 
public on the DEP website 
(http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/environmental_reviews/index.shtml). 

Project Overview 

The New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) must 
prepare the environmental review to disclose potential adverse significant 
environmental impacts from the construction and operation of two combined 
sewer overflow (CSO) tank facilities in order to inform City of New York 
(City) decision makers prior to any decision for siting two tanks that are the 
subject of land use approvals under ULURP. This Project is mandated by 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) to satisfy 
remediation objectives under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA, or Superfund).  On 
March 2, 2010, the Gowanus Canal was designated a federal Superfund site 
under CERCLA and placed on the National Priorities List (NPL). The main 
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goal of the CERCLA process is to remediate constituents of concern in the Canal sediments that 
were deposited over the Canal’s long industrial history.  

On September 27, 2013, the USEPA issued a Record of Decision (ROD) identifying actions to 
be undertaken by various parties to remediate industrial contamination in the Canal. As part of 
the ROD, USEPA mandated the design and construction of two CSO facilities. 

The first of the two CSO facilities, the “Head End Facility,” would include an 8-million-gallon 
(MG) underground tank that would intercept overflow of CSO solids primarily from CSO outfall 
RH-034 at the “head end,” or northernmost portion of the Canal. Construction of the Head End 
Facility would require the lease or acquisition of three privately owned parcels adjacent to the 
Canal and is proposed to be located at 242 Nevins Street (Block 418, Lot 1) and 234 Butler 
Street (Block 411, Lot 24), with an area for construction staging located at 270 Nevins Street 
(Block 425, Lot 1). 

The second facility, the “Owls Head Facility,” would include a 4-MG tank that would intercept 
overflow of CSO solids primarily from CSO outfall OH-007. The Owls Head Facility would be 
located at the middle of the Canal (approximately 0.5 miles south of the northernmost portion of 
the Canal) near the northern terminus of 2nd Avenue near the 4th Street turning basin.  
Construction of the Owls Head Facility would require the use of one City-owned parcel (Block 
977, Lot 3) and the lease or acquisition of up to four privately owned parcels adjacent to the 
Canal.  The Owls Head Facility is proposed to be located at 2 2nd Avenue (Block 977, Lot 3), 
110 5th Street (Block 990, Lot 21), 122 5th Street (Block 990, Lot 16), 22 2nd Avenue (Block 
990, Lot 1), and 5th Street (Block 977, Lot 1), with portions of this area used for construction 
staging. 

Collectively, the Project includes the lease or acquisition of up to seven properties to support the 
facilities and construction staging areas. 

Required Approvals 

Implementation of the Project would require federal, state and local permits/approvals, or their 
equivalents under CERCLA. DEP would closely coordinate with USEPA, NYSDEC, New York 
State Department of State (NYSDOS), New York State Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation (OPRHP), and New York City agencies as necessary for the Project. For a full list 
of potentially required permits, approvals, or their equivalents, please refer to the DEIS enclosed 
herein. 

As stated above, copies of the DEIS will be available for review at the repositories listed in the 
attachment to the Notice and will be posted on the DEP web site at 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/environmental_reviews/index.shtml. Written comments on 
the DEIS can be mailed or emailed to the DEP contact person noted below. 
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Eric Adams 
Brooklyn Borough President 
Borough Hall  
209 Joralemon Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
 
Stephen T. Levin 
Councilmember, 33rd District  
NYC Council 
410 Atlantic Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
 
Brad Lander 
Councilmember, 39th District  
NYC Council 
456 5th Ave, 3rd Floor 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
 
Sayor Lonial 
Chairperson 
Brooklyn CB 6 
250 Baltic Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11201-6401 
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District Manager 
Brooklyn CB 6 
250 Baltic Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11201-6401 
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Director of Land Use 
NYC Council 
250 Broadway, Room 1712 
NYC, NY 10007 
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Remedial Project Manager  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region 2 
290 Broadway, 20th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
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Commissioner, NYS DEC 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233-1011 
 
Steven Zahn Regional Director – Region 2, 
NYS DEC 
1 Hunter's Point Plaza 
47-40 21st Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101-5401 
 
Stephen Watts, Regional Permit 
Administrator, Region 2 
New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
1 Hunter's Point Plaza 
47-40 21st Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101-5401 
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Supervisor, Consistency Review Unit 
Division of Coastal Resources 
New York State Department of State 
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99 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 12231-0001 
 
Ruth Pierpont 
Deputy Commissioner, Historic Preservation 
New York State Historic Preservation Office  
Peebles Island State Park, P.O. Box 189  
Waterford, NY 12188 
 
Timothy Burns 
Director of Engineering & Program 
Management 
New York State Environmental Facilities 
Corporation 
625 Broadway 
Albany NY, 12207 
 
Hilary Semel 
Director 
NYC Mayor's Office of Environmental 
Coordination 
253 Broadway, 14th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 



 
 
 
Randal Fong 
Assistant Commissioner 
NYC Department of Citywide Administrative 
Services 
Municipal Building, One Center Street 
19th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Naim Rasheed 
Director of Traffic Panning 
NYC Department of Transportation 
55 Water Street, 6th Floor, SE 
New York, NY 10041 
 
Marjorie Bryant 
NYC Department of Transportation 
55 Water Street, 6th Floor, SE 
New York, NY 10041 
 
Steven Brautigam 
Assistant Commissioner, Environmental 
Affairs 
NYC Department of Sanitation 
125 Worth Street 
Room 706 
New York, NY 10013 
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Director of Environmental Review  
NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 
1 Centre Street, 9th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
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Director of Archaeology 
NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 
1 Centre Street – 9th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Owen Wells 
Director of Environmental Review 
New York City Department of Parks & 
Recreation 
The Arsenal, Central Park 
830 Fifth Avenue, Room 401 
New York, New York 10065 

 
 
 
Robert Dobruskin 
Director, Environmental Assessment and 
Review Division 
New York City Department of City Planning 
120 Broadway, 31st Floor  
New York, NY 10271 
 
Diane McCarthy 
Environmental Assessment and Review 
Division 
New York City Department of City Planning 
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New York, NY 10271 
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Director of Waterfront and Open Space 
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New York City Department of City Planning 
120 Broadway, 31st Floor  
New York, NY 10271 
 
Johnathan Keller 
New York City Department of City Planning 
16 Court Street, 7th Floor 
Brooklyn, NY 11241-0103 
 
Catherine Ferrara 
New York City Department of City Planning 
16 Court Street, 7th Floor 
Brooklyn, NY 11241-0103 
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Assistant Vice President, Real Estate 
Transaction Services 
New York City Economic Development 
Corporation 
110 William Street 
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Portfolio Manager 
NYC Department of Environmental 
Protection 
Bureau of Engineering Design & 
Construction 
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Projects 
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