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Summary of Proposal & Location
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Applicants

NYC Dept. of Citywide Administrative 
Services (DCAS)
Dept. of Environmental Protection (DEP)
Dept. of Sanitation (DSNY)

Actions Requested

Owls Head Site: Site Selection and 
Acquisition (200319 PCK), Site 
Selection (200321 PSK), and City Map 
Amendment (200320 MMK)
Head End Site: City Map Amendment 
(180039 MMK)

Proposed Project

New 4-million-gallon “Owls Head” CSO 
Facility and previously approved 8-
million-gallon CSO “Head End” Facility

“Head End” Site



Neighborhood Context
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Illustrative view of the Head End 
CSO Facility design, which was 
approved as a prior site selection 
and acquisition application in 2018



Background
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Example of High-Level 
Storm Sewer Installation

Example of local street storm 
drain

View of the Gowanus Canal, looking north from 9th Street

• Gowanus Canal Superfund 
Designation (2010)

• EPA Record of Decision (2013) 
and Administrative Order 
(2014)

• Sewer outfall locations and 
exploration of CSO facility 
locations

• Additional local sewer 
infrastructure upgrades

• High-Level Storm Sewers
• Pumping station at head 

end of Canal



Surrounding Area
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Project Site - Birds Eye View
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Site Photo - View of DSNY Salt Lot looking west from 2nd Ave
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Site Photo - View of 5th St looking west from 2nd Ave
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Site Photo - View of 5th St looking east towards 2nd Ave
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Site Photo - View of the Project Site looking southwest along 2nd Ave
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Proposed Project – Preliminary Site Plan (For Illustrative Purposes)
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• Preliminary Site Design 
Considerations

• 4-MG CSO Tank 
Facility

• DSNY Salt and Plow 
Storage

• Open Space and 
Composting Activities

• Construction Staging 
Area

• EPA Order and Project 
Process



Summary of Proposed Land Use Actions
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1. Site Selection and Acquisition – Four privately 
owned lots

2. Site Selection – City-owned lot

3. City Map Amendment – Demap 5th St 
(between 2nd Ave and the Gowanus Canal)

4. City Map Amendment – Demap Douglass St
(between Nevins St and the Gowanus Canal)
Note: Action related to a previously approved Site 
Selection and Acquisition (C 180065 PCK) in 2018 
for the “Head End” CSO Facility



Owls Head CSO Facility - Site Selection/Acquisition & Site Selection Actions
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• Privately owned lots 
(Block 997, Lot 1 and 
Block 990, Lots 1, 16 
and 21)

Site Selection
(200321 PSK)

• City-owned lot (Block 
997, Lot 3)

Tax Lot
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Owls Head CSO Facility - City Map Amendment - 5th St Demapping
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Head End CSO Facility - City Map Amendment - Douglass St Demapping
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Illustrative View 
of Head End 
Facility Design



Environmental Review
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A Notice of Completion of a Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS), which analyzed both the Owls Head and Head End 
Facilities, was issued by DEP (Lead Agency) on February 1, 2018.

A Technical Memorandum to the FEIS related to the Owls Head 
Facility identified a potential significant adverse impact with respect 
to:

• Historic and Cultural Resources (Archaeological Resources)

No other significant adverse impacts were identified.



Gowanus Neighborhood Plan
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Illustrative Vision
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APPENDIX



Tax Map – Block 977
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Tax Map – Block 990
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