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The arrival of the ’Unprecedented’

Image: The Globe and Mail

Tropical Storm Hilary and Southern California
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A Freak Storm in Spain, Summer 2023
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The ‘Historic’ Visits Chicago, Summer 2023
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A New Set of Conditions and
Problems 

Old Sets of Regulations and Toolkits



The Irony of the Missing Sense of Urgency
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A forensic approach:
How did Chicago alter its natural systems radically in the past 

two centuries?
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The Complex Infrastructural Terrain and In Search for Soil
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The Complex Infrastructural Terrain and In Search for Soil
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From our design studio work with grad students at UIC CUPPA, 2023
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A New Set of Conditions and
Problems 

Old Sets of Regulations and Toolkits



The Irony of the Missing Sense of Urgency
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How do we innovate 
and 

break down silos 
between climate 

science and spatial 
strategies?

• Risk/Uncertainty admission in design 
and spatial planning

• Co-existence with natural systems 
(beyond the sustainability paradigm)
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Infrastructural Repurposing Strategies for Downtown Chicago (2021-2022) 

The Cloudburst Studio Team (UIC)
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The Cloudburst Studio 
Team (UIC) 2022
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The Cloudburst Studio Team (UIC) 2022
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Repurposing Existing Structure

The Cloudburst Studio Team (UIC)



Nearly 2 billion gallons of new water storage
Additional ~natural~ capacity on top of TARP

• More than 400 acres of land for native species introduced
• 60,000 metric tons of CO2 retention

Over 1,000 birds are saved annually from the re-interpretation of East McCormick alone
Millions of dollars are saved annually
Naturalized soil, welcoming wildlife, tamping temperatures, slowing water rise
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The Missing Links:
Rewilding and Native 

Plants

"Wildlife species, throughout their 
interaction with the environment, 

are the missing link between 
biodiversity and climate. 

This interaction means rewilding 
can be among the best nature-

based climate solutions available 
to humankind."



Waterscapes and wildlife 
conflicts
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Our 2022 Cloudburst work led to unexplored avenues for 2023
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Urban Heat Island Effect

Map by CMAP
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Utility 
landscapes of 
South Chicago



37

Utility landscapes of South Chicago
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Utility landscapes of South Chicago

Image courtesy: MWRD
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The New Nature work entailed understanding placetypes – the 
palimpsestic products of land use over centuries
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The New Nature work entailed understanding placetypes – the 
palimpsestic products of land use over centuries
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These are critical crossings for spatial buffer strategies 
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Ecological fragmentation is a major contributor to climate adaptation gap
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Urban Heat Island Effect

Map by CMAP
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Thank you!
seviny@uic.edu
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