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Marking 5,000 Electric Vehicles in NYC’s Fleet, DCAS and NYC Public
Schools Release Animated Educational Video “Batteries Included”

By: Keith T. Kerman
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This spring, NYC surpassed the 5,000 mark in plug-in electric vehicles with a new
order of Chevy Bolts. DCAS is the nation's largest adopter of the Bolt, with more
than 1,000 in operation today.

To celebrate the milestone, DCAS and NYC Public Schools announced the
release of an educational short animated video called "Batteries

Included." The two-minute video was produced by artists Kaya Sanan and Patricia
Kantzos through an MWBE contract. Watch Batteries Included below!
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From the halls of the Smithsonian Institute to the corridors of the World Trade
Center complex, with media installations spanning three continents, Sanan Media
and Patricia Kantzos Photography create films, some with awards, addressing the
Earth and the decisions of its inhabitants. One of their notable videos is "Question
Power," produced for the Science Museum of Virginia, which also focuses on
education about sustainability.

DCAS Fleet and the Office of Energy and Sustainability at NYC Public Schools
developed the video with Kaya and Patricia. The video aims to introduce, educate,
and excite school children about electric vehicles. The video is a teaser,
presenting the exciting new product of electric cars and displaying the many types
of electric vehicles that city agencies are adopting.
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As the electric vehicle industry advances, we must educate and explain the
benefits and possibilities of electric and zero-emission vehicles to students and
the general public. In a fun and offbeat way, this video does just that, teasing the
many benefits of this exciting new product and then outlining the ways electric
vehicles "outperform the competition." The footage also challenges its viewers to
take "your turn" in reducing emissions.

Kaya and Patricia extended their thanks to NYC. "NYC government paves the
road to the next block or borough and, more importantly, to a sustainable future,”
states the artists. "As decades-long New Yorkers, we are proud to partner with
DCAS and NYC Public Schools on "Batteries Included.” We were truly inspired by
the brilliant thinking at the city government that made a huge fleet transitioning to
zero emissions seem easy."

DCAS and DOE have a longstanding partnership to support automotive
education. This includes hands-on automotive internships each year at the city
garages, the donation of over 30 vehicles and additional engines for automotive
students to learn about, the donation of electric cars for DOE driver's education
programs, and fleet safety events.

Last September, DCAS completed the donation of 15 electric vehicles to 7
automotive high schools, including Al Smith, A-Tech, Tottenville, McKee High
School, School of Cooperative Technical Education, Grady, Transit Tech, and also
Bronx Community College. NY1 discussed the initiative in a story in May 2023.

DCAS and MTA chair the DOE Career and Technical Education Automotive
Commission, which aims to connect public and private resources to support the
city's automotive schools. In September 2023, Mayor Adams announced a new
partnership with Hertz to further those efforts.

If two minutes wasn't enough, a four-minute version of Batteries Included was also
produced and is available here.
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Thanks to Meredith McDermott at NYC Public Schools, Eric Richardson, NYC
Deputy Chief Fleet Officer, Anessa Hodgson, DCAS Chief Public Information
Officer, DCAS Legal and Procurement, and Kaya and Patricia for the many
months of teamwork on this creative effort. Also, thanks to Javier Negron Nieves
at DCAS Fleet for organizing the donation of electric vehicles to the NYC

Schools.
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Each week, we highlight a DCAS
employee and give them an opportunity
to share what they do and why they do
it for New York City.

Our most recent video features DCAS
Deputy Director of Fleet Services.
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Hear from Eric

-t . The Adams administration is dedicated
. to cutting through the noise and
delivering information directly to you

AR : and all New Yorkers.
a " o= &= 4 -
‘ﬂ/ 5 &A" _ Sign up to "Hear From Eric" and get
; ) direct messages from City Hall, tailored
) > <t o T to your interests and neighborhood,
A1l Dire X sent directly to your inbox -
3 oy Raceive @ at nyc.gov/hearfromeric!

Thanks to our work at home and in Albany, the future is looking brighter. We now
have more ways than ever to protect New Yorkers and build a city they can afford
to live in.
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Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter

NYC Fleet Newsletter 454, April 18, 2024: Better Vision for the Truck of the Future

NYC Fleet Newsletter 453, April 11, 2024: Join Us to Celebrate Sustainable Transportation:
Car Free Day & the Fleet Show

NYC Fleet Newsletter 452, April 5, 2024: Improving Workplace Health with Renewable
Diesel and Electricity

NYC Fleet Newsletter 451, March 22, 2024: DCAS Registers First Electric Ride and Car
Share Contracts

Check out the complete archive.

/I Connect with DCAS to learn more about the City of New York's Fleet //
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Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS
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