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Preventing Vehicle and Equipment Thefts 
 

By: Keith Kerman 
 

In this summer’s edition of their newsletter, the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) 
reports on increases nationally in car thefts, thefts of catalytic converters, and even emerging 
fuel theft. NICB works with organizations nationwide, including DCAS, to address and recover 
stolen vehicles.  
 
As we have discussed in previous newsletters, these thefts are also a challenge for the 
City fleet. City agencies have experienced increases in vehicle, off-road unit, and catalytic 
converter thefts this year. Since 2020, DCAS client fleets alone have been victim to 154 
catalytic converter thefts and 44 vehicle thefts. DCAS has worked closely with City agencies 
and the police unit at NYPD Fleet Services to respond to and recover stolen units, with four 
successful recoveries in just the last two weeks.    

 

 

 

This chart shows the vehicle and catalytic converter thefts of DCAS client fleets from 2020, 
2021, and 2022 through July.  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gC_yS9NvW81cX_ZSte_vR817CXgIBOKznU4pohIGpX_l94AIKaNEnG-bfOSExLe8kxdCbGNV1vccQBtD_w2FO8ECEV-NvXupH2GyKah3T4OV6-hVz71ECXYn8KXb2UhE79orM9wYTOnXYCC3_9Y26amoXEFy_ttlp2qreRzf1_pTqwS9yB4WJfNUAhP8La7GSvAnu24TV41n8RcJlHTr1aw63nEI2KmpxHa3OiVwG4I%3D%26c%3DVXO6AwlprPbrdrh0EDbElEc0EIm3LbN7_J_oag2t7ok_k9GTtVSRKQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Da79XObjj1rMz8yITJK4T_37mM27j1s89XGuoXONWqHVNQrsYbguNtA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Ca2e2c205b53f476b8e9b08da6c149bf2%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637941133013644057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=63N4MM0fpwY8rzQPBnJeVknl%2F8WnWEC0%2FJKaNLSr64Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gC_yS9NvW81cX_ZSte_vR817CXgIBOKznU4pohIGpX_l94AIKaNEnHxr8UUlhGarsLpiRY7aaUwZKgieIk8sNHQAKoBPyzvj0ZOszZUrx9iPqUmM2tBLeyuGuibcjsNrGjgK3UAGSDX5npBmQFH6Yl8wj8mepCrYRx2Y9WF8cP3OdybeGCAADZmSRzNTR5mg6Oxln40dxZntz07snQzxUnR-fvOe1wmbCM4MP5wLHpfM8S59D8agW6dL45Ppk616gScPKMVJ8r1v61O2Th_I38FwosTrYUvEobDkkxMNvH28mP7JpS-TLViuZ9HN2i_V%26c%3DVXO6AwlprPbrdrh0EDbElEc0EIm3LbN7_J_oag2t7ok_k9GTtVSRKQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Da79XObjj1rMz8yITJK4T_37mM27j1s89XGuoXONWqHVNQrsYbguNtA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Ca2e2c205b53f476b8e9b08da6c149bf2%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637941133013644057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rCva01r%2FBxbEjXn2rhFOiWZsM2iAgg4ir00vwLmIbMk%3D&reserved=0


All fleet operators have an important role in preventing and addressing thefts: 
 

• Do not leave vehicles unsecured: Close windows, lock doors, and remove 
keys every time you leave a vehicle. Park vehicles in the most secure available 
locations.   

 
• Do not tamper with tracking devices: Tracking devices play a critical role in 

the recovery of stolen vehicles. All on-road vehicles are required to be tracked. 
If there is an issue with the tracking on your City vehicle, report it immediately to 
your agency transportation coordinator and bring it in immediately to be 
addressed.  

   
• Report thefts immediately: Minutes and hours matter in our ability to recover 

stolen City vehicles. Report the thefts to your agency, NYPD, and DCAS 
immediately.   

 
• Report suspicious behavior: It is likely a regular group of thieves who are 

targeting catalytic converters on City vehicles and stealing City vehicles. 
Priuses are a focus for catalytic converter thefts. Vans, pickups, and off-road 
gators have been the focus of vehicle thefts. Some of these thefts have been 
very organized, with teams of individuals involved. If you notice any unusual or 
concerning behavior around City fleet parking locations, please notify your 
agency transportation coordinator.     

 
• Report Unauthorized Tow Operators: Only official City agency tow trucks and 

DCAS and City vendors can tow City vehicles. If you do not expect a tow truck, 
do not let them remove a City vehicle and contact the police immediately. 
Record the license plate, vehicle markings, and take pictures where possible.   

 
Working together, we can prevent vehicle and equipment thefts and quickly recover vehicles 

that are stolen. We appreciate the support of all our fleet operators.    
 



 

 

Staff from DCAS, the Department of Parks and Recreation, the Bronx 49th Precinct and Bronx 
detectives worked together on a successful equipment recovery on July 9, 2022.  

 

 

 

  

Upcoming Fleet Event 
 

DCAS will be hosting an in-person Fleet Safety Forum on Tuesday, October 25, at Queens 
Theatre.  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gC_yS9NvW81cX_ZSte_vR817CXgIBOKznU4pohIGpX_l94AIKaNEnIiC1DJ1K4KGxg-CzjU1Qni5WKR3qRol9k3l7UjZXapCnZ15xpmRW8NX4fT9Y9b4nVi-i9eWCCXSQPvGONyF7zMcOmTzH9-qcyW_TqXhip2wAzWpjBE9ORlVjdOckLiASe7AoLXFHd9JGFEa1qTNNmv7s4lV_7aRTA%3D%3D%26c%3DVXO6AwlprPbrdrh0EDbElEc0EIm3LbN7_J_oag2t7ok_k9GTtVSRKQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Da79XObjj1rMz8yITJK4T_37mM27j1s89XGuoXONWqHVNQrsYbguNtA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Ca2e2c205b53f476b8e9b08da6c149bf2%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637941133013644057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z8LGQdSjU6le5HENxuB6dNFPwu9nnsjKXMDQsbdCVJ0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gC_yS9NvW81cX_ZSte_vR817CXgIBOKznU4pohIGpX_l94AIKaNEnIiC1DJ1K4KGxg-CzjU1Qni5WKR3qRol9k3l7UjZXapCnZ15xpmRW8NX4fT9Y9b4nVi-i9eWCCXSQPvGONyF7zMcOmTzH9-qcyW_TqXhip2wAzWpjBE9ORlVjdOckLiASe7AoLXFHd9JGFEa1qTNNmv7s4lV_7aRTA%3D%3D%26c%3DVXO6AwlprPbrdrh0EDbElEc0EIm3LbN7_J_oag2t7ok_k9GTtVSRKQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Da79XObjj1rMz8yITJK4T_37mM27j1s89XGuoXONWqHVNQrsYbguNtA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Ca2e2c205b53f476b8e9b08da6c149bf2%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637941133013644057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z8LGQdSjU6le5HENxuB6dNFPwu9nnsjKXMDQsbdCVJ0%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

  

NYC Fleet Manual 
 

The NYC Fleet Manual and Drivers Handbook has been updated. Please see the updated 
version at NYC Fleet Manual and Drivers Handbook.  

 

 

 

  

Fleet Vision International: The Show 
 

Fleet Vision International: The Show was held on April 12 and 13 in London. DCAS Deputy 
Commissioner and Chief Fleet Officer Keith Kerman and NYPD Deputy Commissioner Robert 
Martinez discussed the electrification of the City’s fleet and how NYC is a worldwide leader in 
sustainability. Presentations from the show will be posted to the DCAS Fleet webpage.  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

COVID-19 Safety Reminder 
 
For all fleet drivers, when interacting with others in close quarters such as within a vehicle, it is 
strongly recommended to wear a mask. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gC_yS9NvW81cX_ZSte_vR817CXgIBOKznU4pohIGpX_l94AIKaNEnN9g7-CBxryLJ8GFgj2rGiVuKr43kk_X75i-suIBQ6iQJC210KHmiS73x30_93BhlZVJl8qkZ6IsSrjmyBUKMtFqvWHb7bL9Lo3je74EovSDRwxwxhZcPsmVquH26c9wUdNC08ZwCPFwVb42K3vFvliA5E_qt2Cfs7d3xACu8dq7thKr3YtTN50%3D%26c%3DVXO6AwlprPbrdrh0EDbElEc0EIm3LbN7_J_oag2t7ok_k9GTtVSRKQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Da79XObjj1rMz8yITJK4T_37mM27j1s89XGuoXONWqHVNQrsYbguNtA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Ca2e2c205b53f476b8e9b08da6c149bf2%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637941133013644057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FTwKpUv6qLagnSot6mS1xiqZnfP3psZliaCIWPNvHck%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gC_yS9NvW81cX_ZSte_vR817CXgIBOKznU4pohIGpX_l94AIKaNEnNT-6QhuT3_Tsw9dN6p6WGwnrE4PHRaG8n7EXerzBzU5cG7WZI9Gu1fZrE99UKir8nrpBmzDCe_fexsMBAPhN1KNcW6JGP5yIHQPjG2gI8oV1dXLT5lPyT6ZFehnEfCBfmOZ3s_ZkK0BwkpfdAnW0qRF6wYBKpwZeCnWgTr4G7a3cz3AsizgpHXNTTyu-MYEESf2_fJ2Q1kqPDfVESLx0Ue2u-leqmu9bgHqB_58yW0b%26c%3DVXO6AwlprPbrdrh0EDbElEc0EIm3LbN7_J_oag2t7ok_k9GTtVSRKQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Da79XObjj1rMz8yITJK4T_37mM27j1s89XGuoXONWqHVNQrsYbguNtA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Ca2e2c205b53f476b8e9b08da6c149bf2%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637941133013644057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JjOK89hsTFqkcS5Gu6x%2BWsDU8AzX4seU3dLHh7dRZZo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gC_yS9NvW81cX_ZSte_vR817CXgIBOKznU4pohIGpX_l94AIKaNEnAxdRRtTk3gayaRtpP0bCPFGzrBajV2hOlu4EhJqwlnoe5ls-LN_ZI0--OM-ljDDR5FA75_htmz2WHxozMlsXmmMGEp8C5JTFCBPuUUBjEk-ZB4n4HlIKMgrcZ1ikrjlNLdRFYv6mpBqQOnf76Rs_UQ%3D%26c%3DVXO6AwlprPbrdrh0EDbElEc0EIm3LbN7_J_oag2t7ok_k9GTtVSRKQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Da79XObjj1rMz8yITJK4T_37mM27j1s89XGuoXONWqHVNQrsYbguNtA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Ca2e2c205b53f476b8e9b08da6c149bf2%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637941133013644057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dc9DGXefZqLXZQRmMeTrrxFP%2FzKPo8RcosYpyDIF%2Bxs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gC_yS9NvW81cX_ZSte_vR817CXgIBOKznU4pohIGpX_l94AIKaNEnIiC1DJ1K4KGxg-CzjU1Qni5WKR3qRol9k3l7UjZXapCnZ15xpmRW8NX4fT9Y9b4nVi-i9eWCCXSQPvGONyF7zMcOmTzH9-qcyW_TqXhip2wAzWpjBE9ORlVjdOckLiASe7AoLXFHd9JGFEa1qTNNmv7s4lV_7aRTA%3D%3D%26c%3DVXO6AwlprPbrdrh0EDbElEc0EIm3LbN7_J_oag2t7ok_k9GTtVSRKQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Da79XObjj1rMz8yITJK4T_37mM27j1s89XGuoXONWqHVNQrsYbguNtA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Ca2e2c205b53f476b8e9b08da6c149bf2%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637941133013644057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z8LGQdSjU6le5HENxuB6dNFPwu9nnsjKXMDQsbdCVJ0%3D&reserved=0


 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter 

 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 397, July 15, 2022: DCAS, Parks, and Together for Safer Roads 
Announce Truck of Future Initiative at United Nations  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 396, July 6, 2022: DCAS, Parks, and Together for Safer Roads 
Announce Truck of Future Initiative at United Nations  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 395, June 28, 2022: DCAS, DOE, U.S. DOT Volpe Kick Off Safe Fleet 
Plan Initiative for School Buses  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 394, June 17, 2022: Spotlight: Gary Prasad, Fleet Field Services Unit  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 393, June 10, 2022: The Falcons Watching Over the Fleet  
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// Connect with DCAS to learn more about the City of New York's Fleet // 
 

    

 

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gC_yS9NvW81cX_ZSte_vR817CXgIBOKznU4pohIGpX_l94AIKaNEnG-bfOSExLe8QAxf6MSNNg12ea1SmNqZt9FQkPYx__ANWIJCZmhBdVTqDPf1Aki0zAFmQERWOUE7S-b-vMZapZM2AcofAaDaNWzmNcfgZ01j0kEN-sUDPaoFFNq_Pq8WPnMzFGG3o5J_yswD2uFZyNUfx6pubBBOtndbYO-Th8AM_-SKuZet8z2r6EdXUPANhEnL3MAl3bxargMqnCGNLFPqD-TUQ5LXZMRqxePnceMK0gwIb162GiVmBB79-Udzb7IYp4RwmLIKItEdmWK96ns3rUcZGmUKmqQU6luH18zTBK5MjrzliIc%3D%26c%3DVXO6AwlprPbrdrh0EDbElEc0EIm3LbN7_J_oag2t7ok_k9GTtVSRKQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Da79XObjj1rMz8yITJK4T_37mM27j1s89XGuoXONWqHVNQrsYbguNtA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Ca2e2c205b53f476b8e9b08da6c149bf2%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637941133013644057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=81pCDTWfXegghH8UP7JIkQvk5ylMAwtr9SzhyzDRB8U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gC_yS9NvW81cX_ZSte_vR817CXgIBOKznU4pohIGpX_l94AIKaNEnPJIbIG7G5W-bJASGJwqHSxAgOOYbmkiYSc5AGU4vz6jg8CHqZttQlrMczGBLThP5ZATrfPQIGUR2zH8do7Gs7spbKJsvSxS000AJ2MBdEFyWxuYQRJ7Y15oKehFP5mQKUT-6sBv1ByxuzZ5v_W7ZWmPKhkd8Qi95SGLCSQ2WACTQFCvFsCOGnx8UjEC5PBUULRWvXDzC4XmilrQTK6v2Pqnv3r0VUGDl3RDbdMXwtT0MMRMW7_IWPNgAIr_2OFfhB28Ip6g1vhV6jH6ozWJ36JdkJmAcZ7rPRa2LoJyaoqVNyJI7vm9FMzc5pj1mZSuPg%3D%3D%26c%3DVXO6AwlprPbrdrh0EDbElEc0EIm3LbN7_J_oag2t7ok_k9GTtVSRKQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Da79XObjj1rMz8yITJK4T_37mM27j1s89XGuoXONWqHVNQrsYbguNtA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Ca2e2c205b53f476b8e9b08da6c149bf2%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637941133013644057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sJGHGjR7mcycRoCjZtrgZoZMqBw0CpsybHLfy19pzDM%3D&reserved=0
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