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Inter-Agency Fleet Staff Support Medical Examiner (OCME)
By: Keith Kerman

As COVID-19 devastated NYC, the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) was
challenged with an extraordinarily difficult, somber, and wide-ranging responsibility. A massive
crisis morgue operation was put in place at the South Brooklyn Marine Terminal, led by OCME
Deputy Commissioner Frank DePaolo. Retired Fire Captain Charlie Armone and retired OEM
Deputy Commissioner John Scrivani returned to help manage the complex logistics behind
these operations.

Over 150 equipment units were scaled up quickly for this operation and staffing from the
National Guard and emergency services lent critical support to OCME and its dedicated staff.
You can read more about this effort from Time Magazine here.

Fleet Services from NYCHA, DOT, DEP, NYC Parks, DOC, and DCAS also provided trucks
and skilled commercial drivers to participate in these operations. Deputy Commissioner Frank
DePaolo states, “The NYC Office of Chief Medical Examiner greatly appreciates the
assistance received from DCAS Fleet and other federal, state, and NYC partner agencies who
helped with our response to this tragic event."

We want to thank the following truck operators especially:


https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001kU57p8IhfQ8IUYAU6Vz12DiHWQwBohmV6nWcyPio2zjYJ1MEXwFhTPGz6tfrmDHJvw5c-L_kqQ7fweqURbeoqs7n7l3PA5Mav2EXQ2qDrOOqniUEjv9bK-YZqU15m7E4ro3FTd16mn5HH76ihByjqD75HAFRCPYHUErrWkGBBTeoHDtYeONy67YIi2dHcb-XjgE1Dm3AwoMaNlnKcRxr6llQcPh93MPwXgbGPtbp0nT2O9lC_O-sfq-JSdnSmE_gUYMWMRyBVII%3D%26c%3Doq71buLCF3DbiyzfrVt0Lrd7K5yj2ahPoCVPhpdSfj2wkDpwytjy6g%3D%3D%26ch%3Dpv0NbA-Ei8Nn0Ji1hHP8SZdrOEtm3B2BYOftOcLzSx1zT_MUBnd1Uw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ctlandsman%40dcas.nyc.gov%7C97a4afd337f54d52b6f508d80d641cfa%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637274070920190277&sdata=NO7Tp3a6h%2BgABkrxXHCT42f3t6IwIr0JbD2IkYrcqbc%3D&reserved=0

NYC Parks: Joe Marziotto, Chris Deitz, John Deitz

NYCHA: Edwin Marrero

DCAS: Vincent Stephens, Scott Rose, Frank Trischitta, Omar Broxton, Andrei Kalestrov

DOT: Jerry Casalduc, Frank Mazzilli, Emilio Campanaro, Vincent Raymond

DEP: Scott Handel, Andrew Dizengoff, Fernando Burgos, Abraham Zimroth, Craig Nico, Chris
Bosco, Timothy Panchoosingh, Shane Williams, John Quadrino, Imran Ramiah, David
D’Erasmo, John Bavoso, and William Biesecker.

We also want to recognize the following staff for their support and assistance: Kaitlyn Richter,
DEP; Peter Wismer, DOT; Joe LaMarca, NYCHA; Greg Dimesa and Carl Chiaramonte, DOC;
Kirklival Henry, Masha Rudina, Jon Ells and Valeria Vines, DCAS; and Lawrence Scoones,
Phil Sparacio, and Anthony Mazzallo at NYC Parks. While everyone at OCME should be
recognized, we will mention here our fleet contacts Vincent Ruggiero, Patrick Sarcone,
Annmarie Rosselli, and Barbara Markowitz.

In one of NYC’s darkest hours, an extraordinary team of public servants came together to
address the most sobering of responsibilities. This was the best of NYC in action.

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter

NYC Fleet Newsletter 306, May 27, 2020: Hybrids Work Even Better in Reality Than in
Theory

NYC Fleet Newsletter 305, May 18, 2020: NYU Capstone Team Studies City Parts
Operations

NYC Fleet Newsletter 304, May 11, 2020: Fleet Staff Assist with Food Initiative

NYC Fleet Newsletter 303, May 4, 2020: Farmers Supporting Firefighters

NYC Fleet Newsletter 302, April 30, 2020: NYC and Fleet Lose Two Dedicated Public
Servants

Check out the complete archive.

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET //

0006

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS
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