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Safety is Not A Luxury 
 

By: Keith T. Kerman and Eric Richardson 
 
As part of Mayor de Blasio’s Vision Zero initiative, DCAS implemented a Safe Fleet Transition 
Program (SFTP) to ensure that we require the highest level of safety feasible for the full set of 
vehicle types which we procure. Working with agency fleet directors and specifications 
specialists, DCAS has already added over 27,000 safety improvements to the City's fleet in 
the first two years of this initiative. These improvements include automatic braking, driver 
alerts, backup camera and alarms, surround cameras, truck side-guards, telematics, and 
more. We recently completed our first update to the SFTP and we have published the plan on 
our website. We encourage other public and private fleets to adopt similar policies.  
 
Fleets and consumers depend on vehicle manufacturers to adopt these safety changes. A 
major challenge and barrier to safety efforts is the pervasive inclusion of safety outfitting only 
as part of vehicle luxury packages. Imagine going to a car dealership and being told your new 
vehicle will not come with seatbelts or airbags unless you also purchase a sun-roof, backseat 
entertainment systems, and chrome wheels. That sounds absurd. Yet today, those exact 
conditions apply to critical and widely established safety outfitting including automatic braking, 
collision and lane departure alerts, and automatic high beams.   
 
As we have worked to implement our Safe Fleet Transition Plan, we are colliding directly with 
these market limitations. Based on current market options, potential customers can be 
required to spend thousands of dollars on optional, and in our case unwanted, luxury items as 
the only way to procure needed and potentially life-saving safety outfitting. No fleet or retail 
customer should face such a choice.   
 
We all understand that advanced or additional safety outfitting can have additional 
costs. That’s fair. Bundling that safety with luxury items is not. We need vehicle manufacturers 
to offer safety packages for all vehicles that are separate from optional luxury items, and we 
will need all fleets and retail customers to press for this change. Safety is not a luxury item.  

 



  

 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter 
 

NYC Fleet Newsletter 258, March 29, 2019: NYC Fleet: Women’s History Month Spotlights  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 257, March 22, 2019: NYC’s New Fleet of Solar Light Towers  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 256, March 15, 2019: Fleet Loses Two of its Own  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 255, March 8, 2019: Reducing Maintenance Costs with Electric 
Vehicles  
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET // 

    

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
 

 

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ae941y36qnukxLu05kv9dvAdDItMIWuKg6H6ZaAHoqN_8bUvOsd_pAhzg7H1_yQhNixp6RgkKykcumhgXNsBi4X6M2rZRqGGl-tCYpIfJn0jiFJ3yfntqVKkyNsDFfwb3k06sD2RK2WSOPvaroVC4B5r1WIpI6dDcbHPK0mpTNfOCPwIY4ehBIqrJA_GJmkOAjuka_8Vdyr-xcAlH1VylGCkqDSQ1apdvfC2cP6N_Js1k7tEcMRXBdpRVmxMmYsd-sty0mYPguuTHsg2ahGK4TBmewAehrzEAH2dio6jV60=&c=YF7WHq9E3KjMJSC_I2EUbYclg0UX1yX8MoswMarFBnYNz3d1Vkdeag==&ch=6Ljr3J9Q1vhfNASGq4oenLxZs-IIxNkcILyyQouFxFYk_yCPHxfOpg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ae941y36qnukxLu05kv9dvAdDItMIWuKg6H6ZaAHoqN_8bUvOsd_pKHyq4-tiW--YGolKjiY1RYpBctNtN2zMuRdYycIYh-9HWe19vZiJ-xqQ1YRdRyCaQzqjIkqPZIhJmINVbW01kPQdBtj5YcDbN5cLhCGrHOE24cNKxcucVCNZxVSeSuj3Wdd8v2FmR6iQVkwvvM9qjAAUHNxkL9sjXmlnbngfeX21jJny1HyBrjeeubeNV19QYuVggeaBLbuh_nAcJMoj5YlhMkCb53-dnsfcm_VrOhgn5OtYMqSMg8=&c=YF7WHq9E3KjMJSC_I2EUbYclg0UX1yX8MoswMarFBnYNz3d1Vkdeag==&ch=6Ljr3J9Q1vhfNASGq4oenLxZs-IIxNkcILyyQouFxFYk_yCPHxfOpg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ae941y36qnukxLu05kv9dvAdDItMIWuKg6H6ZaAHoqN_8bUvOsd_pEzjmUd8RkHkJL1A4vbsarTN7T2RNz1575myzpW_vioNQqivcHr7MSssobPT5aiKkJotRqsFmj1x_m78fSqhf_INTsZPPaRWd8ke_jEq25K8xu8W0_GbIRYacEHcSf1M0rNo20r-DA9aGglghv2mbQ_k9_trJss4ew7wxuw-hyW0dkQp7eMbFsQcWiUNfQgLEc_pExL6Mqlk0ZSdQV2GNS8_LjMbBW951kF1UMor7-B9&c=YF7WHq9E3KjMJSC_I2EUbYclg0UX1yX8MoswMarFBnYNz3d1Vkdeag==&ch=6Ljr3J9Q1vhfNASGq4oenLxZs-IIxNkcILyyQouFxFYk_yCPHxfOpg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ae941y36qnukxLu05kv9dvAdDItMIWuKg6H6ZaAHoqN_8bUvOsd_pGxK0arOwmH2069bfc0wY8bvJWB1Bnwa8kqPOpCgpiflNGMwp_Up_s-XMUifRR2FeIPhmmZVExd5VBtyUOXddciuHiIdEI_9bgrGD_bBKu-B7xPY6qUzEI-JnMMgbZavOmJhssaq4rzhEfypNIXcrcPGcb5F8UxiUeOseaYTOk--9QSaIXNygywRoGYDUnRrhVLFZzH9OIXCXb0u0Avi2kQa6LM2hMbk8jCHnd1UrFrBkTlJ2MpHeZ3oPBpbANrbnxPaURs90CVh&c=YF7WHq9E3KjMJSC_I2EUbYclg0UX1yX8MoswMarFBnYNz3d1Vkdeag==&ch=6Ljr3J9Q1vhfNASGq4oenLxZs-IIxNkcILyyQouFxFYk_yCPHxfOpg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ae941y36qnukxLu05kv9dvAdDItMIWuKg6H6ZaAHoqN_8bUvOsd_pCE0XbIz4rQG0lIT9jlt2BW0QacTY-rwcxdPMsPu2MW20ZE0qRbnciDyOTxA2nqkz8vfRE2M5_VI9LRCvwIVM3GCA4_SmVVMUJwebWbjrdoQfxZNM5quVPmRHNbgzMBme2EwUxkKh5Ae&c=YF7WHq9E3KjMJSC_I2EUbYclg0UX1yX8MoswMarFBnYNz3d1Vkdeag==&ch=6Ljr3J9Q1vhfNASGq4oenLxZs-IIxNkcILyyQouFxFYk_yCPHxfOpg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ae941y36qnukxLu05kv9dvAdDItMIWuKg6H6ZaAHoqN_8bUvOsd_pJdA2Vs-0iWVhEaTUuRCOw6hWmmuadXS7D04Ko-oGllG9gawh5ZmMTz99LjTkGBslw_h_f_0Aeu0710ZVOAW5IkdkF9OjG-tHee-dJg1iovu&c=YF7WHq9E3KjMJSC_I2EUbYclg0UX1yX8MoswMarFBnYNz3d1Vkdeag==&ch=6Ljr3J9Q1vhfNASGq4oenLxZs-IIxNkcILyyQouFxFYk_yCPHxfOpg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ae941y36qnukxLu05kv9dvAdDItMIWuKg6H6ZaAHoqN_8bUvOsd_pJdA2Vs-0iWV5Q6nf8HgH6XCRyWZOnUCnC7rO688kG8g8d8LcOO3Dvpi6Vj4SGHlvhanPgWUolFROUZbG9kGa2dNaBT97rAvTA==&c=YF7WHq9E3KjMJSC_I2EUbYclg0UX1yX8MoswMarFBnYNz3d1Vkdeag==&ch=6Ljr3J9Q1vhfNASGq4oenLxZs-IIxNkcILyyQouFxFYk_yCPHxfOpg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ae941y36qnukxLu05kv9dvAdDItMIWuKg6H6ZaAHoqN_8bUvOsd_pLRWWWcCVea0HTEKrmCT6KWTEs0AwQ27uyPl6oJ6DN_az7eiZOFrjS-xU8aKmjJy_E2A5RriW7fkg0FYlhxndrbRv_0DxQDgp-m6t41v1TN_&c=YF7WHq9E3KjMJSC_I2EUbYclg0UX1yX8MoswMarFBnYNz3d1Vkdeag==&ch=6Ljr3J9Q1vhfNASGq4oenLxZs-IIxNkcILyyQouFxFYk_yCPHxfOpg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ae941y36qnukxLu05kv9dvAdDItMIWuKg6H6ZaAHoqN_8bUvOsd_pPoRkQZVoiUEJKqxXvItEvlkshNfQ-y4OdvUU_f0TLFXgD076-DQVy3_DQ2NuW_Lvn94ZJqonQDuLveDLbTlKQo=&c=YF7WHq9E3KjMJSC_I2EUbYclg0UX1yX8MoswMarFBnYNz3d1Vkdeag==&ch=6Ljr3J9Q1vhfNASGq4oenLxZs-IIxNkcILyyQouFxFYk_yCPHxfOpg==

