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DCAS Expands Safe Driver Training to Contractors 
       

By Keith T. Kerman and Nate Koszer  
 

 

 

 

  

 

For over 20 years, DCAS has offered a full-day safe driving course for city fleet 
operators. The course began as a voluntary offering and became a mandate 
through Vision Zero and Mayoral Executive Order 39 of 2024.  
        
Through in-person and online offerings, DCAS has trained over 115,000 civilian 
staff since 2015. Emergency services operators take a separate Emergency 
Vehicle Operators Course (EVOC). The DCAS course offers insurance benefits 
and reductions in license points for participants. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fajqfuj7ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001QiAN4_1EuFH1W7AVNmOyHUv03ElFfxbbsGUyXhoLM7tZfra00hlbbIp3xMbciCu6RCwMrYDGNwO4H9XYLGNW7C68Dl2iwrbRIS-r_4VYtto5Gc65WAhJnnCNfmJBlwcR100HszTjTRaIKVf7hNYfKYT0Eq-JJjk72Hkz8FbWaC39nbGoV0ed7Nx-verQevFdZI6mSVj_1I1LFIYh4kLpyw%3D%3D%26c%3DyYr8mJBV97sltVy2h5t82_4hFtWizU7_pqlMRtRCD3u12ist_Dn6LA%3D%3D%26ch%3D_VWU5MPsNsqazHB499AwECIPjjxCdFDOJinNTKd-nP4o5Yh8YCVwdg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ctythomas%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Ce1d1f24b4208495300a208de33468e20%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C639004575277657033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J8J7uMd25AB1qk0sV0Vzjp1OeRMWShJJeFTQL8vi2Zw%3D&reserved=0


Through Executive Order 39, city 
contractors must also participate in safe 
driver training if the vendor uses vehicles 
to provide services under their city 
contract. For the first time, DCAS will offer 
a version of its safe driver training directly 
to these contractors. 
 
DCAS partnered with its contractor, the 
National Traffic Safety Institute (NTSI), to 
provide the courses. There are two 
courses that are being offered, one for 
general city contractors and one for 
school bus drivers. 

 

  

Every course focuses on best practices for fleet operations. Participants learn the 
3-second rule for avoiding rear-end crashes and tips for operating in poor weather. 
DCAS reviews the city and state rules of the road. DCAS also discusses new 
technologies for safety including telematics, intelligent speed assistance (ISA), 
side guards, automatic braking, driver alerts, rearview and surround cameras, and 
more. 

Most importantly, the training addresses actual crashes involving city fleet or 
contractor vehicles with the hope of learning from these tragic events and 
preventing them in the future.  
 
DCAS has tailored the training to issues that contractors often face. Many 
trainings for school bus operators are focused on rural and suburban areas. DCAS 
emphasizes driving risks and safety for urban environments. This training is part of 
a series of measures DCAS and NYC Public Schools announced in January 
2024 for school bus operations.  
  
Training is just one aspect of safety that Executive Order 39 requires for 
contractors. For the first time, contractors will be required to submit a fleet safety 
plan for each contract. Contractors will be required to place surround safety 
cameras on trucks unless they operate high-vision truck models. Telematics 
tracking will also be required on contractor fleet vehicles used in city contracts.  
  
The contractor course can be found here: CONTRACTOR VEHICLE SAFETY 
COURSE  
  
The school bus operator course can be found here: SCHOOL BUS OPERATOR 
SAFETY COURSE 
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City employees can find resources here: NYC FLEET OPERATOR SAFETY 

COURSE  
  
Contractors, school bus companies and bus operators, and city fleet operators 
can reach out to DCAS at fleetsafety@dcas.nyc.gov for assistance with the 
courses.  
  
Thanks to the team at NTSI, Nate Koszer and Veronica Rodriguez at DCAS, and 
to our partners at the Office of Pupil Transportation at NYC Public Schools for 
their work on this initiative. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nyc.gov/site/dcas/agencies/fleet-training.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dcas/agencies/fleet-training.page
mailto:fleetsafety@dcas.nyc.gov
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Help fight flu this season by getting your flu shot: 
 

• Worksite Flu Clinics | Start September 8 
• Make an appointment to get your flu shot for free, quickly, and 

conveniently at a worksite near you.  
 
Want to Host a Flu Clinic at your Worksite? Request a clinic here. 
 
If you have additional questions, email workwell@olr.nyc.gov. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Hear from Eric 

The Adams administration is dedicated 
to cutting through the noise and 
delivering information directly to you 
and all New Yorkers. 
 
Sign up to "Hear From Eric" and get 
direct messages from City Hall, tailored 
to your interests and neighborhood, 
sent directly to your inbox - 
at nyc.gov/hearfromeric! 

 

 

 

 

Week in Review | November 22 - November 28 
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I hope your Thanksgiving table was full of good food and loved ones. We are all 
so lucky to serve New York City and our fellow New Yorkers, and I'm grateful for 
all your hard work every day. Despite the shorter week, our team still got a few 
more things done for working-class families before Thanksgiving: 
 

• We announced two new project labor agreements covering over $7 
billion in projects to help us build critical infrastructure and deliver good-
paying, union jobs to New Yorkers.  
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• Queens Borough Hall will get a new "Queens Holocaust 
Memorial" dedicated to the 6 million innocent Jewish lives murdered during 
the Holocaust. It will be the first major memorial of its kind in the borough 
and be a place for remembrance and community events to bring us 
together against antisemitism and all other forms of hatred.  

• Ahead of this year's holiday season, the Economic Development 
Corporation released data on the 2024 holiday season that showed 
increased foot traffic, tourism, and spending at shopping districts around 
the city. All this spending goes right back into the pockets of working-class 
New Yorkers!  

 

 

 

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter 

 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 514, November 20, 2025: DCAS Surpasses 400 EV Fast 
Chargers; Over 1.3 Million Now Charged 
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 513, November 7, 2025: Fleet Spotlight: Port Authority’s 
Jennifer Long 
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 512, October 31, 2025: Dusk and Darkness Safety 
Campaign 
 

Check out the complete archive. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

// Connect with DCAS to learn more about the City of New York's Fleet // 
 

       
 

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS 
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