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This letter serves to notify the Conflicts of Interest Board {"COIB" or "Board") that pursuant to 
t he Rules of t he City of New York, Tit le 53 §1-13(e) (1), I have designated New York City Department of 
Parks & Recreation ("NYC Parks") employee Bonnie Ralston to serve on the City College ("CCNY") of the 
City University of New York {"CUNY") advisory board for its Fall 2019 Bachelor's Degree program in 
Science Learning and Public Engagement as part of her City job. 

Ms. Ralston is NYC Parks' Director of Programming & Development in the Education & Wildl ife 
division ("EW"), a position she has held since May 31, 2017. The EW division is part of NYC Parks' Public 
Programs and includes the Urban Park Rangers, the Wildlife Unit, and Programming and Development. 
The Urban Park Rangers foster stewardship for NYC Parks by connecting New Yorkers to the natural 
world thought environmental education, outdoor adventure, wildlife management and active 
conservation . The Wildlife unit fosters stewardship for NYC Parks, support healthy urban wildlife 
populations and promote quality of life for all New Yorkers through education, programs, policies, 
procedures and management plans that encourage coexistence between people and wildlife in New 
York City. The role of Programming & Development which Ms. Ralston oversees is to ensure 
programmatic alignment with agency and City goals and initiatives; guarantee programmatic excellence, 
consistency and standardization across five boroughs, and establish and manage productive 
programmatic partnerships. 

Based on EW's portfolio and the nature of her responsibilities, CCNY asked Ms. Ralston to serve 
on the undergraduate program's advisory board due to her unique expertise in informal teaching and 
learning. The undergraduate program will be the only program in New York City specifically designed to 
prepare undergraduate students for careers at informal science learning environments, including: 
cultural institutions, botanical gardens, museums, zoos, environmental education centers, community
based organizations, educational, science, health, and environmental non-profits and foundations, 
government, universities and for-profit businesses and media ventures. It will also provide expert 
guidance on the needs and concerns of environmental education and informal science engagement 
professionals. 

Board members are education and science engagement professionals like Ms. Ralston who work 
for a variety of New York City-based cultural, community based, environmental, and governmental 
science engagement organizations. There is a direct nexus between Ms. Ralston's City job, NYC Parks' 
mission, and her proposed involvement with CCNY's advisory board as Ms. Ralston's participation will 
provide excellent positioning and support for New York City, NYC Parks, and the work of the EW division 
by: 
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• Increasing awareness within the CUNY system and with other advisory board organizations 
about the science and science-adjacent work of NYC Parks. 

• Expressing (in the short term) and addressing (in the long term) NYC Parks' needs for 
workforce development in science and science-adjacent fields. 

• Expanding NYC Parks' professional network to include members of the higher education 
community in New York City and fellow advisory organizations. 

Her supervisor, Sarah Aucoin, Chief of Education and Wildlife has advised NYC Parks that she 
does not anticipate or foresee any conflicts between Ms. Ralston's day-to-day responsibilities at NYC 
Parks and involvement with CCNY. Ms. Aucoin is supportive of Ms. Ralston serving in this role, subject to 
any required stipulations and/or recusa ls on her part. Moreover, under COIB Advisory Opinion No 99-6, 
CUNY is a governmental body within the meaning of the Charter§ 2601{11) and so Ms. Ralston's 
involvement with CCNY advisory board serves a City purpose. I am also requesting that Ms. Ralston be 
allowed the reasonable and incidental use of City time, equipment, supplies and resources for her 
participation with CCNY as part of her City duties. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or Senior Associate Counsel Sharmila Rampersaud who can 
be reached at {212) 360-1326, if the Board has any questions or requires further information. 

z ----<--/-<:P 
Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP 

cc: Sharmila Rampersaud, Esq . 
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This letter serves to notify the Conflicts of Interest Board ("COIB" or "Board") that consistent with Title 
53 Ru le 1-13(e) of the Rules of the City of New York, I am designating New York City Department of Parks & 
Recreation ("NYC Parks") employee Edward Toth to serve on the Committee of National Academy of Sciences 
Engineering and Medicine ("NAS") through December 2020 as part of his City job in a manner. 

Mr. Toth currently serves as the Director of NYC Parks' Greenbelt Native Plant Center ("Plant Center'')
Mid Atlantic Regional Seed Bank a program of the Forestry, Horticulture, and Natural Resources Group (NRG) 
division which is the nation's oldest and largest municipally owned native plant nursery in the United States. In 
2012 he initiated the Mid-Atlantic Regional Seed Bank (MARSB), as a regional partner of the national Seeds of 
Success program. He views seed as a critical natural resource and its wise management as essential to 
sustainable land management and mitigating climate change, for which work he received the 2018 Sloan Public 
Service Award from the Fund for the City of New York. The 13-acre nursery, greenhouse, seed increase and 
seed bank facility, through its many partnerships- local to global- works towards the conservation of the 
region's native flora . 

NAS was established in 1863 by an Act of Congress, signed by President Lincoln, as a private, 
nongovernmental institution to advise the nation on issues related to science and technology. Members are 
elected by their peers for outstanding contributions to research. Dr. Marcia McNutt is president. The Board on 
Agriculture and Natural Resources (BANR) is a major program unit of the National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine responsible for organizing and overseeing studies on agriculture, forestry, fisheries, 
wildlife, and the use of land, water, and other natural resources. 

The NAS Committee will assess federal, state, tribal and private sector needs and capacity for 
supplying native plant seeds for ecological restoration and other purposes. Seed collection experiences in NYC 
and the Mid-Atlantic is critical to making this assessment. The assessment will focus on the western 
continental United States and incorporate information from assessments of other U.S. regions, as available, 
towards the goal of a nationwide perspective. The assessment will be carried out in two phases: 

Phase 1: The committee will conduct fact-finding, develop a framework for information gathering for 
the assessment, and prepare an interim report describing the framework and implementation strategy. 

Phase II: The committee will oversee the data and information-gat hering process, analyze the 
information obtained, and prepare a final report summarizing the committee's findings and conclusions. The 
final report also will provide recommendations for improving the reliability, predictability, and performance of 
the native seed supply. A national assessment will be the first comprehensive step in informing how these 
networks should be constructed and will form the basis for local and regional partnerships in and around NYC 
to ensure future supplies for the City. 
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Mr. Toth's participation with NAS serves an important City purpose as a national assessment will form 
the basis for local and regional partnerships in and around NYC to ensure future supplies for the City. Mr. Toth 
will not receive any compensation from NAS except for allowable travel and subsistence costs to Washington, 
DC, and other areas within the United States for meetings related to the Committee's work in accordance with 
the City's "Out-of-City Travel Policy and Procedures". 

His supervisor Jennifer Greenfeld, Assistant Commissioner, Forestry, Horticulture & Natural Resources 
is supportive of Mr. Toth's participation on NAS Committee as part of his City job as it would greatly benefit 
NYC Parks' seed collection program, subject to any required stipulations and/or recusals on his part. I am also 
requesting that Mr. Toth be allowed the reasonable and incidental use of City time, equipment, supplies and 
resources for his participation with NAS, and any related out-of-City travel he undertakes to be as part of his 
City duties. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or Senior Associate Counsel Sharmila Rampersaud who can be 
reached at (212) 360-1326, if the Board has any questions or requires further information. 

z----<--/~ 
Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP 

cc: Sharmila Rampersaud, Esq. 
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