Charter Revision Commission

MINUTES FOR THE APRIL 9, 2025 HEARING OF THE
NEW YORK CITY CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION

A duly noticed meeting of the New York City Charter Revision Commission
was held at Staten Island University Hospital North, 475 Seaview Avenue, Staten
Island, New York at 5 p.m. on April 9, 2025.

Chair Richard Buery presided at the meeting. The Chair called the meeting to
order at approximately 5:17 p.m. Also present were the following members of the
Commission:

e Leila Bozorg, Secretary
e Anita Laremont

¢ Diane Savino

e Valerie White

¢ Anthony Richardson

e Carl Weisbrod*

e Shams DeBaron*

e Kathryn Wylde*

e Julie Samuels*

* Attended remotely.



e (Grace Bonilla*

The Chair provided introductions and an overview of the Charter Revision
Commission’s role and explained ways for the public to provide testimony in-person
or virtually at public hearings and by submitting written testimony online.

The Chair welcomed experts to provide testimony to the Commission.

Tiya Gordon, Co-Founder and COO of It’s Electric, testified in support of
electric vehicle charging infrastructure, as well as several challenges with the
Charter’s existing processes for franchising and revocable consent fees.

Elijah Hutchinson, Executive Director of the Mayor’s Office of Climate and
Environmental Justice, testified in support of modernizing infrastructure for greater
climate resiliency, investing in renewable energy sources, and addressing limitations
relating to the City’s acquisition of property under ULURP.

Steve Levin, CEO of Solar One and former member of the New York City
Council, testified in support of updating the Charter to reflect the ongoing and urgent
climate and affordability crises facing New York City, particularly by emphasizing
new solar technologies.

John Ketcham, legal policy fellow and director of Cities at the Manhattan
Institute, testified in his personal capacity in support of non-partisan primary

elections and even-numbered year elections.



The Chair opened the floor for public testimony, limited to three minutes per

speaker:

Michael Schnall testified about the various benefits and challenges of both
non-partisan primary elections and even-numbered year elections.

Frank Morano testified about sanctuary cities, non-partisan elections, and
community board appointments.

Julius Tajiddin testified about historic preservation, Department of City
Planning authority, and member deference.

Allen Cox testified about non-partisan primary elections and the
importance of engaging registered independent voters in all stages of the
electoral process.

Marian Rich testified in favor of open primaries alongside ranked choice
voting.

Bernard O’Brien testified in support of open primaries and ranked-choice
voting.

Jeremy Gruber testified in favor of open primaries to better include
independent voters.

Daniel Battista testified in support of non-partisan primaries.

Cliff Hagen testified in support of preserving and strengthening ULURP,
and against citywide land use changes.
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¢ Julia Ricci testified in favor of open primaries.

e Justin Wood, Director of Policy at New York Lawyers for the Public
Interest, highlighted fair share provisions in the 1989 Charter Revision
Commission and spoke about the importance of more fully and equitably
integrating Staten Island into the rest of the city.

e Ben Weinberg, Director of Public Policy at Citizens Union, testified in
support of open primaries, proposed a removal mechanism for citywide
elected officials, and advocated for reforms to the Governor’s powers.

e Celia Hardy testified in favor of open primaries.

¢ Richard Fox testified in favor of non-partisan primaries.

¢ Thales Protopapas testified in favor of open primaries.

e Linda DiGusta testified in favor of open primaries.

e Kimberly Cruz testified in favor of civics education and greater oversight
over various City agencies.

e Michael Niamehr testified in favor of open primaries.

e Reverend Conrad B. Tillard Sr. testified in favor of open primaries and the
city’s matching fund program.

After hearing from all members of the public in attendance who wished to

speak, the Chair closed the public hearing portion of the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned on motion by the Chair at 7:47 p.m.
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Adopted:

Respectfully submitted,

Lily Richman and Devin Stuzin
New York City Charter Revision Commission

s

Leila Bozorg, Secretary
New York City Charter Revision Commission

April 23, 2025



