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Case Summary 

On July 14, 2022,  filed this complaint with the CCRB on behalf of himself. 

On July 13, 2022, at approximately 7:20 P.M., in the vicinity of 687 East 138th Street, in the Bronx, 

Police Officer John Eller and Lieutenant Michael Bowman stopped the vehicle in which  

 was an occupant (Allegation A and B: Abuse of Authority:  PO Eller 

threatened to arrest  (Allegation C: Abuse of Authority:  Police 

Officer Eduard Lucero made a sexually suggestive remark to  (Allegation D: Abuse of 

Authority:  Lieutenant Michael Bowman made offensive remarks to  

(Allegation E: Offensive Language:  and spoke discourteously to him 

(Allegation F: Discourtesy:  PO Eller then spoke discourteously to  

(Allegation G: Discourtesy:  and threatened to issue him a summons (Allegation 

H: Abuse of Authority:   

 

  

  

 

Body worn camera (BWC) footage was obtained from PO Eller, PO Lucero, Lt. Bowman, and 

Police Officers Stephen Oswald, Felix Pichardo, and Yoeldy Espinal, all of the 40th Precinct (01-06 

Board Review). 

No arrests or summonses resulted from the incident. 

Findings and Recommendations 

Allegation (A) Abuse of Authority: Police Officer John Eller stopped the vehicle in which 

 was an occupant. 

Allegation (B) Abuse of Authority: Lieutenant Michael Bowman stopped the vehicle in which 

 was an occupant. 

The following facts are undisputed. On July 13, 2022, at approximately 7 p.m.,  was 

driving a White 2020 Kia Forte sedan when he was stopped by six uniformed police officers from 

the 40th Precinct in front of 687 East 138th Street, in the Bronx. The officers, who were in two 

unmarked vehicles, activated their emergency lights and sirens, prior to stopping  

vehicle, and ultimately pulled up in front of and behind  vehicle, respectively. The 

officers approached  vehicle’s driver’s and front passenger’s sides, respectively. PO 

Eller, who was on the driver’s side, ordered  to provide his license and registration, 

which  provided.  PO Eller informed  that he was stopped because his 

license plate was obstructed, returned  ID and registration, and said  was 
free to leave.  did not receive a summons as a result of this incident. 

 stated that the vehicle was registered in his name, that there was a male occupant, 

whom he only described as a relative, in the front passenger’s seat, and did not recall whether his 

vehicle’s license plates were obstructed (07 Board Review). He, however, provided a photograph 

of his rear license plate, which showed a black plastic frame bordering the plate, and partially 

obscuring the words “Empire State” along the bottom (11 Board Review). 

Lt. Bowman’s BWC at 01:00, captures a black license plate frame bordering around  

rear license plate (01 Board Review). The vehicle’s license plate number is visible, but the top and 

bottom portions of the plate are not clearly visible. 
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The six BWCs are all consistent with each other. PO Lucero’s BWC at 01:18, shows PO Lucero, 

PO Eller, and PO Oswald, all standing by the driver’s side of  vehicle, while PO 
Pichardo, PO Espinal, and Lt Bowman are by the vehicle’s front passenger’s side (02 Board 

Review). At 01:16 and 02:39,  hands PO Eller his driver’s license and vehicle’s 

registration, respectively. PO Eller says to  “How’s your driver’s license,” to which 

 replies, “run it and find out.” PO Eller asks  why he “giving [PO Eller] an 

attitude.”  replies that he is not giving anyone an attitude. At 03:00, PO Lucero, PO 

Eller, PO Oswald, and PO Espinal make slight hand gestures to each other and appear to speak, but 

whatever is said is not audible, except that PO Eller appears to return  ID and 

registration. At 03:10, PO Lucero begins to walk towards the unmarked vehicle parked a few feet in 

front of  vehicle. PO Eller is heard in the background telling  that he was 

stopped because of the frame around his rear license plate. At 03:14,  who is not 

depicted, but identified via investigation, appears to say, “Yeah, whatever fuck--[inaudible].” PO 

Lucero turns and begins to walk towards  driver’s door. PO Eller and PO Espinal, who 

are at this point no longer near the  ’driver’s side, and appear to be walking away from 

the vehicle, also return to the driver’s side, and PO Eller says to  “What was that?” PO 
Lucero then ends his recording. 

PO Espinal’s BWC at 03:14, shows PO Eller, PO Espinal, PO Lucero, and PO Pichardo, all 
returning to  driver’s side (03 Board Review).  tells the officers that there 

are no covers on his license plates. At 03:21, PO Espinal slightly turns away and ends his recording. 

(The BWCs of PO Eller [04 Board Review] and PO Pichardo [06 Board Review] at 03:13, and 

03:08, respectively, also show the two officers ending their recordings just about the same time  

 informs the officers that he does not have license plate covers.) 

Lt. Bowman’s BWC at 03:10 shows him and PO Oswald walking towards their unmarked vehicle, 

which is parked behind  vehicle (01 Board Review). At 03:17, PO Eller is heard in the 

background saying, “What was that?” at which point PO Oswald and Lt. Bowman turn and face 

 vehicle. Lt. Bowman and PO Oswald remain by their vehicle’s front passenger and 

driver’s sides, respectively, and observe as PO Eller, PO Espinal, PO Lucero, and PO Pichardo, all 
return to  driver’s side. PO Eller and  appear to speak about the license 

plate frame. At 03:29, PO Eller says to  “You’re not allowed to have anything covering 

any part of your license plate.… I don’t give a fuck who Yonkers Kia is […] Do you want a traffic 

violation?” At 03:36, Lt. Bowman ends his recording. (PO Oswald’s BWC [05 Board Review] also 

shows him ending his recoding about the same time Lt. Bowman ends his recording). 

PO Eller said he returned to  driver side because  appeared to say something 

to the officers while they walked away, but did not recall what  said, except that  

 appeared to be confrontational (08 Board Review). PO Eller acknowledged saying 

something to  when he approached, but did not recall what he said, except that he denied 

making any threats to arrest  nor did he or any of the other officers use any profane or 

offensive remarks to  PO Eller, however, after reviewing Lt. Bowman’s BWC 
acknowledged saying to  “I don’t give a fuck who Yonkers’ Kia is,” and “Do you want 
a traffic violation.” PO Eller did not know why he used such language towards  and said 

his statement about whether  wanted a traffic violation was not a threat in any way, but 

rather an attempt to inform  that the officers were utilizing their discretion not to issue 

him a summons for the obstructed license plate. 

Lt. Bowman and PO Lucero did not recall having any conversation with  (09-10 Board 

Review). They both did not recall hearing any officer direct any profane or offensive remarks towards 

 nor did they at any point tell  to “suck my dick,” or call him a “pussy.” PO 
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Squad Leader: Enoch Sowah 

Signature Print Title & Name  

11/22/2022 
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