In Re Public Board Meeting NYC - Civilian Conpl ai nt Review Board
February 12, 2025

i I I I I I X
2 Cl VI LI AN COVPLAI NT REVI EW BOARD
3 PUBLI C HEARI NG
4 February 12, 2025
5 4: 03 p. m
I i i X
7 HELD VI A VI DEOCONFERENCE/
100 Church Street, 10th Fl oor
8 New Yor k, New York 10007
9
10
11
12 B EFORE:
13 DR. MOHAMMAD KHALI D - | NTERI M CHAI R
14 JONATHAN DARCHE, ESQ. - EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR
15
16
17
18 COURT REPORTER:
Sabrina Brown Stewart
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re Public Board Meeting NYC - Civilian Conpl ai nt Review Board
February 12, 2025

1 PUBLI C MEETI NG AGENDA

2 ————=—=—===—=—=—=—===—=—=—=—==—=—=—=—=—==—=—=—=—==—=—=—=—=—===—=—=—=========
3 1. Call to Order

4 2. Remarks from the Interim Chair

5 3. Remar ks from the Executive Director
6 4. Presentation from Outreach on the CCRB
7 5. Publ i ¢ Comment

8 6. O d Busi ness

9 7. New Busi ness

10 8. Adj ourn to Executive Session

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re Public Board Meeting NYC - Civilian Conpl ai nt Review Board
February 12, 2025

CCRB BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

1. DR. MOHAMMAD KHALID - INTERIM CHAIR
2. Joseph A. Puma - Board Menber
Patrick Smth - Board Menber
4. June Northern - Board Member
5. Herman Merritt - Board Menmber

6. Esmer al da Si mmons, Esq. - Board Member

© 00 N o o B~ w NP
W

7. Joseph Fox - Board Member

10 8 Frank Dwyer - Board Menber

11 9. Charl ane Brown-Wands, Esqg. - Board Menber
12 10. John Siegal - Board Menber

13 11. AU Hogan - Board Menber

14 PRESENTERS:

15 Jahi Rose — Director of Outreach

16 New York City Civilian Conplaint Review Board
17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re Public Board Meeting NYC - Civilian Conpl ai nt

© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N N N N N N B P P P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © © N O O » W N B+ O

February 12, 2025

Revi ew Boar d

SPEAKERS:

Elijah McCorm ck - Menber of the Public
Asma Abdul I ah - Member of the Public
Mari Moss - Mayor's Task Force

Andrew Case - Supervising Attorney, LatinoJdustice

PRLDEF

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Public Board Meeting NYC - Civilian Conpl ai nt Review Board

© 00 N o o B~ w NP

N N N N N N P P P P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © © N O O » W N B+ O

February 12, 2025
5

MS. ALVAREZ: Good evening, everyone.
Thank you so nuch for joining us. For those
utilizing ASL Interpretation Services, our
two interpreters today, Andria Lanberton and
Jillian Deaton. Their display nanmes begin
with ASL Interpreter. If you would Iike CART
Cl osed Captioning Services, the link to that
service was provided in the chat.

Thank you so nmuch for joining us.

MR. CRUZ: Yojaira, can you repeat that
one nmore time, please.

MS. ALVAREZ: Yeah, no problem

Thank you, everyone, for joining us.
For those utilizing ASL Interpretation
Services, our two interpreters today are
Andria Lamberton and Jillian Deaton. Their
di splay names start with ASL |Interpreter.
| nstructions on how to pin their video will
be in the chat. For those utilizing CART
Cl osed Captioning Services, the link wil
al so be provided in the chat.

Thank you so much for joining us.

CHAI R KHALI D: Good afternoon, everyone
My name is Dr. Mohammad Khalid, and I amthe

interimchair of the
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Civilian Conpl ai nt Revi ew Board. | woul d
like to call the CCRB February Board Meeti ng
to order.

Thank you for joining us. Last week,
Mayor Adams appoi nted Sherene Crawford to the
Board. Ms. Crawford is the chief of staff to
the Center for Justice Innovation and began
her career as a prosecutor in Manhattan.
Ms. Crawford will be joining us at the March
board neeti ng.

W Il the Board please introduce
themsel ves fromthe right.

MR. SMTH: Pat Smth, mayora
appoi ntee. Good afternoon.

MS. SI MMONS: Good afternoon.
Esmeral da Simons, | am from Brooklyn. | am
a Public Advocate appoi ntee.

MR. DARCHE: M nane is Jon Darche. |
use he/ him pronouns, and |I'm the executive
di rector of the Agency.

MR. MERRI TT: Herman Merritt, City
Council designee from Brookl yn.

MR. DWYER: Frank Dwyer, police
comm ssi oner designee.

MR. PUMA: Good afternoon. |I'm Joseph
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Puma. |'mthe City Council designee from
Manhattan, and | go by he/him pronouns.
CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you all. Adoption

of the m nutes, seeing that we do not have a
qguorum so we will push the approval of the
January neeting to next nonth.

| would like to begin today's meeting by
wi shing everyone a happy Bl ack Hi story Month.
This is a time to celebrate the inval uable
contri bution black Americans have made to our
country, while also acknow edgi ng the
chall enges this community continues to face,
particularly in relation to the policing. The
CCRB 2024 report, released on Monday,
hi ghli ghts that the black New Yorkers are
significantly overrepresented anmong victim of
all eged police m sconduct. MWhile black New
Yorkers are made up or 20.2 percent of the
City's popul ation, they account for 42.48
percent of alleged victins.

The CCRB Racial Profiling and
Bi as- Based Policing Unit was established in
part to address this issue and continue to

work diligently to identify patterns of bias

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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in | aw enforcement and investigate these
sensitive cases. As | nmentioned, the Agency
publ i shed our 2024 annual report on Monday.
This report analyzes data on various aspect
of agency operations throughout the year,

i ncluding the complaints received,

I nvestigation quality, and officer

di sci pline.

A key takeaway is that 2024 saw the
hi ghest number of conplaints filed in the
past 12 years. Last year also set a high
record, denmonstrating that New Yorkers remain
commtted to exercising their right to
civilian oversight. At the same time, we saw
a decrease in investigation timelines, a
testament to our investigation unit's
dedication to the increasing efficiency,
despite a high workl oad.

Looki ng at the data of conplaints
received in January, this trend appears to be
continuing into 2025. Concerning this, it
remai ns crucial that the Agency receives
enough funding to meet this need and conti nue
to serve the New Yorkers. On this note, |

| ook forward to testifying at the Public
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Safety Comm ttee budget hearing on
March 11t h. | will use this opportunity to
advocate for the Agency and request the
fundi ng necessary to ensure inpartial and
t horough investigation into the all eged
police m sconduct.

| will now turn over to our Executive
Director, Jon Darche, to give us an update on
t he Agency.

Jon.

MR. DARCHE: Thank you, Dr. Khali d.

Good afternoon, everyone. M nanme is
Jon Dar che. ' mthe executive director of
the Civilian Conplaint Review Board, and |
use he/ him pronouns.

During our |ast meeting, Board Member
Sm th asked about the substantiated rate of
compl aints received in 2023. Of the 5,542
conplaints received in 2023, the CCRB
substanti ated 764 conplaints by the end of
2024. That leaves us with a 13.8
substantiation rate. We can conpare this
number to the complaints received in 2022.
Of the 3,697 conplaints received in 2022, the
CCRB substantiated 541 conpl aints by the end

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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of 2023. This is a substantiation rate of
14. 6 percent. Therefore, while the nunmber of
conpl aints received in 2024 was nmore than

49 percent higher than in 2023, the change in
the substantiation rate was | ess than

one percent.

As Dr. Khalid nmentioned, one focus of
his testimony at the upcom ng budget hearing
will be to advocate for funding to hire
additional staff. It is equally inportant to
focus on retaining our existing team and
encour agi ng high quality work. In 2024,
there were delays in the pronmoti on process
for qualified investigators to go from
Level 1 investigator to Level 2.

Recently, the Office of Managenent and
Budget denied the pronotions of four Level 2
I nvestigators to Level 3, citing insufficient
time at Level 2. This, despite the fact that
the reason they had less time at Level 2 was
because the Office of Management and Budget
had not processed their initial pronotions.

If the Agency is to retain high-quality
I nvestigators, it is important that we reward

and promote staff who do good work. The

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Agency will continue to work with OVMB to
pronmote these high-quality investigators.

Our office is open for walk-in
conplaints, but it is also possible to file
conpl aints online at nyc.gov/ccrbconpl ai nt,
by tel ephone at 1(800)341-2272, by calling
3-1-1, or by tagging the Agency on Twitter,
Facebook, and Instagram For those wi shing
to speak during the public coment section of
t oday's neeting, we ask you to keep your
questions and comments to four m nutes. And
I f anyone wishes to file a conmplaint now, we
have two investigators on hand ready to take
new conpl aints. The investigators on cal
this afternoon are Enmma Stydahar and Rob
Bryan. |If you guys could -- they're both in
t he back. And Ruth Villafane is also here
fromthe Civilian Assistance Unit.

Thank you, Dr. Khalid.

CHAI R KHALI D: Does the Board have
any questions?

MR. SM TH: Dr. Khalid, if I may, or
Executive Director?

CHAI R KHALI D: Yes, sir. MR. SM TH:

Thank you for the research
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1 t here. | mean, we're -- it is distressing
2 we're taking conplaints -- 56, 55, 5,600
3 conpl aints, and so many of them apparently,
4 are not valid. | mean, we're clearing our
5 sustaining at a rate of 16 or 17 percent.
6 MS. SI MMONS: 13. 8.
7 MR. SM TH: 13. 8.
8 MR. DARCHE: So, first of all, that is
9 of all conplaints we receive, not of fully
10 I nvestigated conmplaints. W closed 1,500
11 conplaints this year without even | ooking at
12 them just because of the allegation that's
13 alleged in them So, if you look at the
14 substantiation rate, it is right along where
15 you woul d expect it to be. In 2023, the NYPD
16 arrested, approximtely, 208,000 people.
17 They convicted, approximtely, 25,000 people.
18 So, our rate is better than the NYPD s rate,
19 if you're conmparing the number of arrests to
20 prosecuti on and the number of complaints to
21 substanti ations.
22 Or | just don't -- what has happened is
23 that this Agency is better at determ ning
24 whet her or not conduct we get conpl ai ned
25 about is m sconduct or not m sconduct. So,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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you' ve seen the nunber of cases that we
closed is unable to determ ne --

MR. SM TH: Ri ght .
MR. DARCHE: -- go way down. And that

has caused an increase in the number of
substanti ated conplaints, the number of

conpl aints deemed within guidelines, and the
conpl aints determ ned to be unfounded, but
that's this Agency doing its job.

MR. SMTH: Jon, | absolutely agree
with you. Please do not m sunderstand ne. I
find no fault with you or the staff or the
Agency.

What | find troubling is, how do we
curb the number of spurious conplaints com ng
into these Agency --

MR. DARCHE: So, | think just because a
compl aint is unfounded does not nmean it is
spurious. Unfortunately, this city has a
hi gh i ncidence of unaddressed mental health
| ssues, and so people may sincerely believe
what they are conpl ai ni ng about and it is not
true. So, just because something is
unf ounded does not mean it i S spurious or

mal i ci ous. And we doing our job by getting

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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t hose conpl aints and investigating them To
me, a far bigger problemis when there is a
compl ai nt that comes in, and because of our
resources, we can't even address it to begin
wi t h.

MR. SM TH: And again, those resources
are stretched beca -- Jon, |I'mreview ng
anywhere from 60 to a hundred cases a nonth,
and |I'm seeing cases where, you know, a
person makes an all egation against a police
officer, that the officer, you know, nade a
racially insensitive remark and struck the
conpl ainant. And you get to the body-worn
canera footage, and it never happened. And I
say, "How can sonmeone do something |ike that,
and how can they escape any penalty for
perjury for having done that?" | mean, it
just -- it boggles the mnd. And what you
end up with is 5,600 conplaints. You end up
with a staff dedicated, working hard,
overwhel med by the number of the spurious
conpl ai nts.

MR. DARCHE: So, Pat, with all due
respect, that's just not true. The nunber of

conplaints that come in that we are able to

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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fully investigate that turn out to be
unfounded is not what is causing the increase
I n conpl ai nts. Because t he percentage of

unf ounded compl ai nts has not increased higher
than the increase to, within guidelines or
substanti ated conpl ai nts.

So, the fact that there -- |ike, we
could go to the different reasons. We don't
know why there has been an increase in
conplaints. W -- | have ideas, but | have
no proof. Li ke, our | ook at the statistics
has not revealed to us why there has been an
I ncrease. But there's no -- there's no
reason to think that it is an increase in
unf ounded conmplaints that's causing the rise.

MS. S| MVMONS: |'d Iike to conment as
wel | .

MR. DARCHE: So, Ms. Simmons, | think
John had raised his hand first.

MS. SIMMONS: ©Oh, sorry. Sorry.

MR. DARCHE: M. Siegal.

MR. SIEGAL: No, l|let Esmeral da go ahead
first.

MS. SI MVONS: Thanks, John. | didn't

see your hand. Oh, | see it now, the little

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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yel |l ow t hi ng.

MR. SI EGAL: Yeabh.

MS. SI MMONS: Okay. | would like to
speak a little bit about -- well, I -- the
spirit in which the coments are made are,
obviously, concern for the Agency and for the
City. But | also would Iike to challenge the
use of the word "spurious" complaints because
that is a charge that -- that is a word that
I's charged, that says that someone is
deli berately making all egation against a
police officer, and they're trying to harm
the police officer by making a conpl aint.
| *'m not saying that that never happens. This
Is a wide, big city, and sonmetinmes it
happens.

But nost of the times, and the
compl aints that | have reviewed, and |'ve
been here a long time it seens it me, but not
as long as John Siegal, and the people make
conpl aints because they believe that what the
police officers did was unlawful, and
particularly around a force. [|'Il just make
up a situation. Unfortunately, this happens

very often.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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1 The police -- an officer, menmber of
2 service, approaches a young person, gives the
3 young person an order, ask for ID or
4 what ever. The young person comments back,
5 you know, makes a smart conmment says, you
6 know, whatever they're going to say, then
7 refuses to give ID. The police officer says
8 again, "Gve the ID." It winds up that they
9 don't give the ID, and then the police
10 officer says, "Well, I'"mgoing to take you
11 in," and then they get into a scuffle. The
12 scuffle then winds up with the person being
13 slammed to the ground, be handcuffed because
14 they're not cooperating, obviously. They
15 think this is all wrong.
16 And then, when it comes before us, we
17 see that the police officer followed the
18 rules of the Police Department. And what to
19 do in a situation like that? That is not, in
20 my opinion, a spurious conplaint.
21 MR. DARCHE: Ri ght .
22 MS. SIMMONS: That's a conpl ai nt where
23 the public is unaware of the power and the
24 responsibilities of police officers and what
25 they are charged to do in certain

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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circumstances. And they, the public, think
that if they get slammed to the ground, that
that's excessive force, and it's not

consi dered excessive force by police
procedure. | see many, many nore of those
cases than I do of somebody |ying or somebody
t hi nki ng sonmet hi ng happened and it never
happened.

MR. DARCHE: So, technically, in
addition to M. Siegal, | think Joe Fox is
also online with us now, if you wanted to --

CHAI R KHALI D: Yes.

MR. DARCHE: -- have himintroduce
hi msel f.

CHAI R KHALI D: Okay. Joe? Joe Fox?

MS. ALVAREZ: He was joining us via
phone, so we'll reach out on how to unnute.

CHAI R KHALI D: | don't think he's on.
He's not on.

John, do you have a question?

MR. SI EGAL: Yes.

CHAI R KHALI D: John Si egal,
board nmember.

MR. SI EGAL: Thank you, Dr. Khalid. I

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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don't have nmuch to add after Ms. Sinmons'
very factual and specific presentation.

| would only urge, as | have in our
hearing panels, that there's a very big
def erence between finding that sonething
doesn't meet the standard for a m sconduct
a preponderance of the evidence on the one
hand, and assumi ng that a witness or a
conpl ainant is providing false or certainly
mal i ci ous i nformation.

And we see this both in ternms of

by

dealing with investigations of both civilian

statements and police statenments, and |'ve
urged that we have to be very careful and
precise in the rare instances when there ar
al l egations of false official statements by
officer. And | think we need to be just as
careful and precise before we start | abelin
civilians who conme to this Agency with
conpl ai nts about the policing and using wor
| i ke "spurious" or "malicious" or "false."
And | think that the rates that you'r
descri bing show that this Board, by and
| arge, does a careful and good job, and |

don't see that the rate -- that the nunber

e

g

ds

e

of
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1 unsubstanti ated cases is a negative thing. |
2 think it's indication of how careful and
3 t horough we're being in the work, so | thank
4 you for the opportunity. Nothing nore.
5 CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you,
6 John.
7 Joe Fox, are you still there?
8 (No response).
9 MS. ALVAREZ: | T is still reaching out
10 to be able to unmute him
11 CHAI R KHALI D: Should we wait for him
12 or move on?
13 MR. FOX: Can you hear me?
14 MR. DARCHE: Yes. Now we can. Now we
15 can.
16 CHAI R KHALI D: Go ahead.
17 Yes.
18 MR. FOX: Sorry about that. It's a
19 di fferent nmute button.
20 Joe Fox. Thank you for catching that
21 I"m here. Joe Fox, NYPD police conmm ssioner
22 rep. Glad to be here. And thank you for
23 this substantive conversation that 1'l1 allow
24 to continue.
25 Thank you.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you, Joe. Go
ahead.

Do you have any comments?

MR. FOX: No, I'"'mjust listening
carefully, and thank you.

CHAI R KHALI D: Okay. Anybody el se has
any question?

Yes, sir.

MR. DWYER: \Whatever the numbers,
whet her they be ten or a thousand, there is no
recourse when film shows that one allegation
or multiple allegations did not occur. And it
I's certainly understandabl e that different
peopl e remenmber things different ways, but |
have had enough cases where people said | was
dropped on ny head twi ce, for exanple, | was
punched in the face nultiple tinmes, and we
watch five films, three films, eight films,
and they weren't.

So, what ny fellow board menber is
alluding to is these cases are real, whatever
their nunbers. |t would be good to know their
numbers. | mean, to some degree, it could
come up under unfounded. But agai n,

unf ounded, | totally accept, that different

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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peopl e remenmber things different ways. But

t hat doesn't change the fact that there was
some cases that there was nore than one thing
t hat one would think wouldn't be

m sremenbered if it never happened.

So, | don't know what the appropriate
recourse is, but it just does seemto ne that
the fact that there was no recourse, maybe
the recourse is a civil tort. | don't know,
but it is not not an issue.

MR. DARCHE: So, | just don't
under st and where the harmis to a menber of
service who has been accused of m sconduct,
and then we find that the m sconduct did not
occur. There's no harmthere because we're

saying definitively there was no m sconduct.

MR. DWYER: Yeah, see, | disagree with
you, and |I'Ill give you one reason why: The
fact that there are -- that these allegations

themsel ves are then publicly put on the
I nternet by some outside agencies, who |
guess, whirl them-- you can tell me. But
when sone child | ooks up their father and
nmot her and sees that there have been five

al |l egati ons against their father for beating

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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up people, even if all five of them are
unsubbed or exonerated, there is still harm

t here.

MR. FOX: Jon, can | just add to that?

CHAI R KHALI D: Yes, go

ahead.

MR. FOX: Yeah. Thank you, Dr. Khalid.

Yes, Jon, it's no harmin the fact that
the case is found substanti ated or
unsubstantiated within the guidelines, but
Frank is right, there's harmon nultiple
| evels. There's sonmetimes the year to 18
nmont hs that the case is pending, is the fact
that even if it's within guidelines or
unf ounded, the case still exists. And you
know t hat concept that you can't unsee
somet hing, as much as it should not weigh
agai nst, you know, choice assignments and
things |like that, the number is still there.

And if a cop has 18 civilian
conmplaints -- | mean, we've seen cases where
police officers are appropriately aggressive
in comunities where there's been organi zed,
you know -- not so much organi zed, but a

number of people making complaints to try

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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and, |like, cool the activity down, and a cop
| i ke that could wind up with a | ot of

compl aints. And then, back to Frank, it's on
the internet, so | think --

MR. DARCHE: | f you | ook at what
happens to police officers who have | arge
number of conplaints, they get pronoted.

They end up running the NYPD. So, | don't --
| just -- | wunderstand that it m ght feel
badly, but in the sanme way that we don't --

| i ke, there are oftentimes officers who conme
In and give a version of events that we
determ ne is untrue, but we don't bring an
untrut hful statement allegation against them
We just substantiate the m sconduct, right?

If we are going to somehow take
punitive action against the civilian for
giving incorrect information, then should we
al so take punitive action against nmenmbers of
service for giving incorrect information?
Like, it seens |ike we are trying to conme up
with a problemthat there isn't one. W have
conplaints. W investigate them We make
t he best determ nations we can. W are not

perfect. W make m st akes.
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In the same way that three quarters of
t he people who are arrested don't get
convicted, only -- right, like these are
numbers that happen when you have a | arge
organi zation doing | arge nunbers of
I nvestigations. And in any system where
you're trying to make true/false
determ nations, there are two kinds of
errors; you can make a true determ nation
when the event is false, and you can make a
fal se determ nation when the event is true.
And | think our systemis set up properly to
not come up with false positives.

MR. FOX: You know, Jon -- |'m sorry.

MR. DARCHE: Go ahead.

CHAI R KHALI D: Go ahead. MR. FOX: You

know, like |I said in the
begi nning of this, it's a very substantive
conversation, and everybody who has spoken
has made actually very correct and good
poi nts, including the beginning with Pat.
And |i ke Frank said, |I'm not sure what the
solution is. | hear the obstacles to just
comng up with a bl anket policy, Jon.

Thank you.
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MR. SMTH: Jon, can | ask you -- you
had menti oned there's 1,500 cases that are
just dism ssed and out of hand or something
t hat you menti oned --

MR. DARCHE: VYes.

MR. SMTH: Tell us, how do you get to
one of those case, what are they?

MR. DARCHE: So, we have a strategic
resource allocation determ nation, and there
are approximately nine allegations where if
that is the sole allegation in the conpl ai nt
or if it is the -- one second, because | have
the list of those allegations in front --

MR. SM TH: That goes back to what we
did during the budget cutting --

MS. SI MMONS: Yes, exactly.

MR. SMTH: Okay. Fine. That was it.
| understand. Thank you.

MR. DARCHE: Do you want ne to read the
al |l egation?

MR. SM TH: No. No. | understand it,
yeah. \When you said 1,500, you know, |
didn't know where it connected. Go ahead.
You' ve connected the dot.

Thank you.
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1 MS. SIMMONS: |I'd like to just foll ow
2 up the Iine of reasoning of the conversation
3 we're having, and | think it's very good
4 we're having it at the public meeting, so |
5 t hank you for raising it.
6 MR. SM TH: Thank you
7 MS. SI MMONS: Because one of the things
8 | think that's the underpinning of this
9 agency, and the reason why I'mwilling to
10 serve on it, is because the City's public has
11 deci ded that they would |ike the public to
12 have an opportunity to raise issues about
13 policing in New York, and they want to
14 encour age people to come forward. And we go
15 through a lot of effort work to encourage
16 people to conme forward and make a conpl ai nt
17 if they think that the policing has not been
18 correct.
19 Some communities, actually, are still
20 afraid to do that. They're afraid of
21 retaliation. They're afraid that ICE is
22 going to come get them They're just afraid.
23 They're afraid the police are going to cone
24 after themif they make a conpl ai nt agai nst
25 the police. But it has instilled some |evel
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of feeling of justice within the City

popul ous, that the fact that the CCRB exists
and is historically such a well-reputed
organi zation, institution, agency, that they
could actually bring the conplaints, the

I nvestigations occur, you know, people aren't
al ways happy with the results, but they
occur. They see people take them seriously,
and this has been going on for over 20 years.

And that's the reason this institution
exists, is to instill within the public the
fact that they can say something if they
think policing is not done correctly. W
don't want to put a chilling effect on that.
We have a hard enough time to get people to
make conpl aints. What we don't want to do is
to di scourage people for making conpl ai nts by
saying, you're going to be pushed if we find
t hat what we found -- that what you believed
Is true, is not true.

So, | think that things are actually --
we have a bal ancing act to do here. | think
that officers may feel burdened, but the
public -- the people who make the conpl ai nt

obvi ously feel burdened, too. So I think the
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bal anci ng act is one that we have to do and,
of course, the burden is on us and our

fabul ous staff to do a good investigation,
and make sure the police officers are cleared
when t he conpl aints are not substanti ated,
and to make sure that the public knows that
if we find that there was sonmet hing wrong,

t hat we took action.

Now, the only step mssing is that we
don't actually do the adm nistration of
discipline, and I"Il pick up on that another
time.

MR. SMTH: | agree with everything
t hat Esmeral da says here, but | would say one
thing, | think we would be better served,
think this city would be better served if
conpl ai nants were required to give their
statement under oath with a penalty for
perjury. And again, if there's a
m sunderstanding, it gets cleared up. |If
It's not a msunderstanding, if it's a
mal i ci ous act, then there's a penalty.

MR. HOGAN:. May | say sonething to some
of this conversation? Hello?

MR. DARCHE: Yes, AU.
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MR. HOGAN: Yes. Good afternoon,
just think, really, it is good to have this
conversation with the public, but I think
what Pat m ght be saying -- and | don't mean
to be facetious by saying that, this is the
Civilian Conpl ai nt Revi ew Board, right? And
civilians, they trust us to make these
conplaints. And a |ot of the conpl aints,
that's a very | ow percentage to ne, 13.8
percent, 14.2 percent, you know, as far as
t hat substantiated, to me, if we're going to
correct m sconduct.

Ri ght now, | have a commandi ng officer
at my precinct who had 17 allegations and
five of them substanti ated, two weeks ago
he's promoted inside Southeast Queens into
113th Precinct. So, the things that is on
their records, although m ght say -- | think
it was Jon. | don't know who -- | think it
was Frank that made a statenment about, that
mommy or daddy, the kids would see that
they're saying something wong about their
parent. This officer, this commandi ng
officer, is the deputy inspector now at 113th

Precinct with those allegations and with
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t hose substantiations.

| think we do a good job here at the
Civilian Conpl aint Review Board of trying to
| ook at the facts objectively and then
putting our request. Unfortunately, as
Esmeral da said, that even if we put in our
request -- and this is why we'd have to
anni hil ate even the concept of sonmeone being
charged with perjury because even if we put
I n our request, the Police Department has the
final call here.

That -- and my |ast statenment is that
If we're going to say take the position --
maybe there needs to be another board where
there's a police review board where they see
t hi ngs, and we have the power to see whet her
or not sonebody that m ght make a false
al l egation, and we'll | ook at was it
i ntentional or it was sonebody that was
experiencing trauma and don't know exactly
what happened to them at that time, you know.

Because when someone's sitting you on
your back and turning you over, you m ght
t hi nk you got punched in your face. You

m ght think you were chokehold, held. So,
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1 there's a |lot of things that we have to | ook
2 into before we make some of these wi de
3 statements about charging the public who
4 we're trying to gain trust, to say that we're
5 going to do the right thing and | ook at al
6 t hese cases.
7 Thank you for the tinme.
8 CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you. Anybody el se
9 has a question?
10 MR. DWER: | just want to add, | est
11 t he public m sunderstand. And Jon, you said
12 a lot, so | would suggest that -- | just want
13 to make sure there's not a msinterpretation.
14 If there's evidence that a police
15 officer in his or her interview intentionally
16 lie to the investigator here, we do recomend
17 charges, correct?
18 MR. DARCHE: Yes.
19 MR. DWYER: Because | think there was
20 enough conplexity in your explanation that
21 some could have understood it otherw se.
22 MR. DARCHE: Okay.
23 MR. DWER: | encourage you to watch it
24 on the video |ater.
25 MR. DARCHE: Al right.
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CHAI R KHALI D: Anybody el se have any
guestion?

(No response).

CHAI R KHALID: Well, you know, the
Agency has been established
30 years ago by Mayor Di nkins, and certain
things were put into -- and we're |lucky, New
Yorkers are very lucky that we have an
I ndependent agency, and we have great staff,
that the conplaints comes into the system and
they ook into it. | mean, we added anot her
untrut hful ness, besides F.A.D.O0. So, we | ook

at every conmplaint, and | think the staff

| ooks at it. The investigator |ooks at it.
The Board | ooks at it. Yes, we are not
hundred percent perfect. We can make

m st akes.

But | think that my coll eague here said
that if we prevent people from conpl ai ning,
maki ng a conplaint, and telling them that this
will be the penalty, | guess people will not
come to conplain. Even they will just hold
that thing in their heart and head and say
that no, | will be penalized for that, making

a complaint. So, | think we are | ucky
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that this Agency is there to help the
New Yorkers. And | am proud of the Board
Members, and al so Jon Darche, that he's being
a great executive director in trying to run
t he agency in a proper way, so that we can
hel p the New Yorkers with a better
I nvesti gati on.

So, | noted all these things. We' | |
di scuss that. The issue, Pat, of asking the
conpl ai nant, signing a docunent, | think that
will be better that we discuss that and send
it to the Law Departnment.

MR. SM TH: Yeah

CHAI R KHALI D: And | et them their
input in it, that whether technically we can
do this thing without any penalties to the
CCRB. And so, | will definitely have all the
Board di scuss on this, and maybe we can get an
opi nion fromthe Law Departnment.

MR. DARCHE: | will -- our general
counsel is sick with COVID, so he is not here
today. But | will et Matt know, and he wil

reach out to the | aw Department.

Dr. Khalid, there are two board nmenbers
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who j oi ned us online, who have not had the
opportunity to introduce thensel ves. I f you
wanted to call on Ms. Northern and Ms. Brown.

CHAI R KHALI D: Go ahead, please,

i ntroduce yourself.

MS. NORTHERN: Hi . I*'m June Northern.
A mayoral appointee from Brooklyn. Sorry I
couldn't be there today.

MS. BROWN- WYANDS: Good afternoon. My
name i s Charl ane Brown. I*"'ma police
comm ssi oner designee. Unfortunately, |I'm
under the weather, so | didn't want to spread
that to the audience and our board nmenbers,
but happy to be online.

MR. DARCHE: Thank you, Charl ane.

CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you. Thank you so
much.

Any ot her questions before we go
further?

(No response).

CHAI R KHALI D: Now, | would |like to ask

MR. DWYER: Sorry. | just want to nmake
one nore comment to enphasize the point |

made. To the best of my know edge, the NYPD
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is the only city agency that is required to
post the disciplinary records of the agency.
And then, of course, as we know, other people
take them and put them on the internet
forever. Well, | guess it's up to whomever,

t he council or whoever, whether to post that,
but we don't even do that.

MR. DARCHE: So, if we have
di sciplinary cases that go to OATH, where
every other city agency has their case go to
OATH, OATH posts those disciplinary hearings
online. You can go find every other
agencies' disciplinary matters at the OATH
websi te.

MR. DWYER: But we don't post. | mean,
| can do a search through, right?

MR. DARCHE: But you said that they're
not avail able. Those disciplinary records
are available. [If someone goes to OATH for a
trial, they'd get tried. That will be there,
so | guess only the nost serious ones.

MR. DWYER: Hear nmy point, though, that
the transparency we demand of the Police
Department, even we don't enul ate. And when

| say "we demand,"” | guess it was the City
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Council who passed the law to do it. But,
you know, why not every city agency? | mean,
we publish even if the officers get
i nstructions, even if they get a Schedul e A,
we publish it. We make it public, you know?

MS. SI MVONS: Unfortunately, | think
that's because of the duty that police
officers have to serve and protect. | think
that's why people feel that they want to know
if there are allegations against officers.
Because we feel that they may not take that
duty that we all want themto take seriously,
as seriously and effectively. As great as
the staff of the CCRB are, they're not here
to serve.

CHAI R KHALI D: Any other questions?
It's a nice, interesting discussion.

MS. S| MVONS: It goes to the core of
what this agency is about.

CHAI R KHALI D: The next itemis the
outreach presentation by Director of Outreach

Jahi Rose.

Jahi .
MR. ROSE: Hello. Good evening,
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everyone. As mentioned, my name is Jah
Rose. ' m the director of outreach for the
Civilian Conpl aint Revi ew Board. | go by
he/ hi m pronouns. |'m just going to provide a
brief overview of our agency.

The Civilian Conpl aint Review Board is
a city agency. We are the |argest oversight
entity over the |argest police force in the
country. CCRB investigates, mediates, and in
sonme cases, adm nistratively prosecutes
al |l egati ons of m sconduct all eged agai nst
menbers of the New York City Police
Department. Our agency is governed by a
15- member board, many of which you' ve net
t oday, that are conprised of members that are
appoi nted by the Mayor, five menbers that are
appointed by the City Council, three that are
designated by the Police Comm ssioner, and
one that is appointed by the Public Advocate.
The Chair is jointly appointed by the Mayor
and the City Council.

The CCRB can investigate allegations of
abuse of authority, force, discourtesy, and
of fensi ve | anguage. A hel pful acronymis

FADO. As previously nmentioned, if you'd |like
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to report m sconduct, there are a few ways to
do it. Some of the easiest ways are to file
t hat compl aint online at nyc. gov/ CCRB
conplaint. You can also file that conpl aint
by calling the CCRB's hotline, 1(800)341-CCRB
or 1(800)341-2272. Renmenmber, if you see
f oot age of police m sconduct on social nmedia
or on news media, you could file a conpl aint,
even if you were not there in person. The
typi cal CCRB handle is @CRB_NYC.

Addi tional ways to file a conpl aint
I nclude calling 3-1-1. You could also cone
to the CCRB's headquarters at 100 Church
Street, that's on the 10th fl oor, New YorKk,
New York, ZIP code 10007. You could also go
to a local police precinct. It does not have
to be the precinct where the incident took
pl ace. Police officers are required to
accept the conplaints in the precinct. You
could also just ask for a self-addressed
envel ope and a conplaint form and you could
send that conplaint directly to the Agency.
You could also file a complaint online, and
you can go to our agency's social media

platformto file the conplaint as well.
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1 If you'd like to request a CCRB
2 presentation by our outreach team feel free
3 to request that presentation by sending us an
4 e-mail to outreach@crb.nyc.gov. Also, feel
5 free to follow us on our social nedia
6 platfornms -- Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
7 or X
8 Thank you very nuch.
9 CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you,
10 Jahi .
11 When t he budget allows us, |'m sure as
12 a outreach, we will certainly be going into
13 all the boroughs and have the public nmeeting
14 there in every borough. But that we cannot
15 determne until -- there's a |ot of
16 preparation and a | ot of resources needed.
17 So, when we have enough budget, we wil |
18 certainly make that effort to go into every
19 borough and do the public meeting.
20 Now, we will enter into the public
21 comment portion of the neeting. W'IIl begin
22 with those joining us virtually who woul d
23 | i ke the make a comment, followed by those
24 who are joining us in person. For those
25 joining virtually, please use raise-your-hand
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feature. Please keep your coment to
four m nutes.

MS. ALVAREZ: First online, we'll be
hearing first from Elijah McCorm ck

MR. MCCORM CK: Yes, can everyone hear

me ?
CHAI R KHALI D: Yes. Please go ahead.
MR. MCCORM CK: Yes. M name is Elijah
McCor m ck. l"mjust, you know, a nenber of

the public, and also |I've filed conplaints
myself, 1've conmpl ai ned nyself, that's been
substantiated. And | wanted to respond on the
topic y'all was mentioning about possible
having a means to, | guess, filter conplaints
that come in, to make sure that, you know, the
obvi ous, what seenms to be obvious, conplaints
of |ies about officer, accusation agai nst
officer, that they don't meet the desk, and
that it doesn't increase the nunmber of
conpl aints that needs to be revi ewed.

| want to respond to that by saying |
hope none of the staff menbers, board members,
are notivated by a sense of overwhel m ng

nunmber of cases to oversee and
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m sdirecting that frustration to the people
and civilians or the public who are making
t hese conpl ai nts.

Because as we know, as this | ast
meeting that |'ve reviewed, that the CCR
Board is actually m ssing board menbers that
coul d be hel ping and assisting with these
cases, and there's only specific people, |
believe it was the Mayor, Eric Adans, and
then there's another -- there's other people
who was supposed to have been appointed for a
seat, that you are not occupying all 15
seats. So, | can understand when your cases
are being overl oaded on your desk and you may
feel overwhel med, that | hope that each and
every one of the board members doesn't take
that frustration and m starget it towards the
peopl e who are making the conpl aints.

And number 2, | also want to make
mention that you gotta realize this -- it
sounds li ke to ask that there be some type of
penalty for a blatant |ie against an officer,
it sounds |ike what we're asking for is
citizen accountability. When we -- when the

Board is -- that the reason for CCRB
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1 exi stence is for police accountability. MWhen
2 | was arrested, penalty was given to me by
3 accusation, a false accusation, wthout any
4 trial, w thout any review, wthout any, you
5 know, a third-party oversight. And | was
6 pl aced in handcuffs and placed in a cell, and
7 | had to wait to get -- | was not trusted
8 enough, you know, to move about freely until
9 | see a judge.
10 Pretty nmuch, | felt | was penalized for
11 sonebody else's false accusations. And when
12 | -- when nmy charges was di sm ssed, that
13 record is still there. From ny
14 under standi ng, there is still records of this
15 dism ssal on nmy record for the false
16 all egation of this officer. And | believe
17 that -- and also, it affected my job. The
18 arrest affected ny job. So, | don't really
19 think that we should even entertain a concept
20 of accountability to be placed -- a
21 responsibility to hold citizens or people who
22 put the conplaints in accountable when
23 there's so nmuch hope, so nuch power, and so
24 much imunity and | ack of accountability when
25 an officer makes the exact same all egation as
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we so-call saying that citizens are doing.
So, | just want to make sure everybody
Is on the sanme page because this -- if I'm
understanding, this is a Board for police
accountability, not civilians accountability.
CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you, sir. Noted
very wel | .
And Jon, do you have anything you want
to tell hinf
MR. DARCHE: | think this gentl eman
said it better than | did earlier, so |
should have -- we should have just called on
hi m
(Laughter).
CHAI R KHALI D: Next online, Yojaira.
MS. ALVAREZ: Thank you, Chair.
Currently, no fol ks have raised their hand --
no nore fol ks have raised their hand, so that
concl udes the online portion for the public
sessi on.
CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you very much.
For those joining us in person and are

interested in making a public comment, please
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| i ne up behind the podium and please keep
your comment to four m nutes.

MR. DARCHE: So, would you like to
speak first? Come on up. Can you speak into
the m crophone, so people can hear you.

MS. ABDULLAH: Good afternoon,
everybody. | just -- | don't want to just
speak of everything | have before. Just |
want to just ask sonme questions, maybe you
can just a little understand what's going on.
Because the City run this agency, and as nuch
as --

MS. S| MVMONS: ' m sorry. You have to
give us your name.

MS. ABDULLAH: Oh, sorry. Because |
know that | am fanous right now. Everybody
know me.

MS. SI MVIONS: No. No.

MS. ABDULLAH: Trust me, everybody in
the street, Asma Abdull ah, trust me. Okay.
It's my name, Asma Abdul | ah.

Just | need to understand, if you said
that you're trying to run your agency so much
as -- | mean, |ike much better or whatever,

anyt hing, and they dism ss some stuff and
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1 just they close it, depend about what -- from
2 where you get the clue or wherever they get
3 t he evidence or get the proof, from where?
4 And even you get it, why you don't want to
5 show it to the other people you have
6 sonmet hi ng agai nst him or them or any person,
7 to let us know that this is truth or not?
8 How we didn't know that they make somet hing
9 | i ke fake or using the Al or using some
10 stuff? Because that is what happened to ne.
11 Because I'mtrying my best to understand
12 what' s goi ng on. It's not only for the
13 situation you have it before.
14 lt's -- | just -- | figured out
15 recently that they already distribute sonme
16 picture fromdifferent cases before. And |
17 didn't even understand what is the reason,
18 even | didn't understand why. Just every
19 single time | call themto get help, they
20 conme to arrest me. Like that, they |ove ne
21 so much. That's why | |ove them so much
22 too. At the same time, | just I'mtrying to
23 understand, from where they get this stuff
24 because |'m aski ng everybody. They gave that
25 I s what they have against us. They said, "W
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don't have somet hing against you." How come
that is even we're going to take our right
fromthe | awyer, they come |ike crazy behind
us, they give them some fake information,
fake report, fake a | ot of things, and after
that, says we're crimnal? Okay. W're
crimnal everything, we're everything, so why
you don't want to show it to us? And they
just said -- you are there. You are just in
this situation or we done this situation or
what ever we did this crimnal stuff, so why?
Just | need to understand because every
single time right now, and they always |ike
that. Before Ramadan, before any holy
mont hs, they keep continually squeezing us
too much, to bother us to make anything is
wrong. They try their best to make us so
crazy. Anything is wrong because they try
just to prove that we are just |ike crimnal.
Even back home, everybody in this neeting,
t hey understand that if you want to help us,
| know for sure that you would help us, but
|*'m sorry to say something that everyone in
this room they don't want to |like to help

us. Just to listen, follow the case, it's
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1 not related to us, give it to I AB, the | AB
2 close it, never just call us for anything,
3 anyt hi ng.
4 Recently, just | called to make a
5 report, they just without -- even |I didn't
6 finish my conplaint, they -- he transferred
7 at the same moment to the | AB. How cone Iike
8 that? That's why |I'm always mad. And the
9 peopl e when |I get mad, "Oh, see she's
10 psycho." Okay. |*'m psycho. | don't care
11 about the people they say something |ike
12 that. They don't have what | have. They
13 don't feel what |I felt. So, | don't care
14 about anyone. Just | care just about -- |
15 need the truth.
16 If you have sonething, just give it to
17 me, show it to me. VWhy you just hide it?
18 Why you al ways behind us? Why you al ways
19 just followi ng us? Why always you say
20 somet hing not true? | already keep
21 continuing calling the AB. "Please, if you
22 have somet hi ng agai nst us, show it to us.
23 want to see. If | did something wrong you
24 puni sh me." They said, "We don't have
25 sonmet hi ng agai nst you." So, why you foll ow
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me? Why every single time | call you to get
hel p, you conme to arrest us? Just because |
didn't afraid fromyou? Okay. | ' m not goi ng
to afraid of anyone from you, because | know
myself. |I'm proud of myself. After even
they do a |Iot of arrests, even they gonna
kill me. |I'm proud of myself. | *' m not goi ng
to afraid of them The only thing | need is
just | need the truth. You are here, so why
you don't want to help us? Because | know
that if you really make serious investigate

or you make something really serious, it wll

show everything and they will know the truth.
But I"m sorry to say something |ike

that. You keep continue |ike, oh, these

people is not like in our related, like is

not our famly or maybe not from anyone

related to us, so they don't care about us.
That's why they keep continuing bother us.
And |I"m sorry to say that they didn't even
respect us or they didn't respect anyone from

the Government. That's why they keep

continuing. They want to |let us -- okay.
You see, we'll prove that we're going to keep
continuing to bother you until you're going
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1 to give up, until you're going to kill
2 yoursel f, but that is not going to happen.
3 It's going to happen in their dream because |
4 am already religion, and | respect ny
5 religion. And I'"mnot -- | never going to do
6 somet hi ng wrong. Even |I'm going to do
7 somet hing wrong, trust me | cannot prove that
8 | do it, because it's m ne. Li ke, just |
9 don't want to just use this time for nothing,
10 just the only thing --
11 CHAI R KHALI D: You have passed four
12 m nutes. Yes --
13 MS. ABDULLAH: Okay. So --
14 CHAI R KHALI D:  Your four
15 m nut es passed, and can you concl ude, pl ease.
16 MS. ABDULLAH: Okay. That is fine.
17 Just give me just the result or whatever, give
18 me any answer for my question, because every
19 single time |Iike that.
20 CHAI R KHALI D: Last month, you came in
21 and you expressed yourself, and this was not
22 related to CCRB. It was related to --
23 MR. DARCHE: The Comm ssi on on Human
24 Ri ght s.
25
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CHAI R KHALI D: Human Ri ghts.

MS. ABDULLAH: (I naudi bl e).

CHAI R KHALI D: Well, you know, the
religious part of the issue, like the
executive director said that, it's a human
rights, you know, comm ssion that you need to
-- and | think we were trying to help you with
that. Jon --

MR. DARCHE: So, M. Rose has been
wor king to get someone at the Comm ssion on
Human Ri ghts to hear your conplaints about the

restaurants and your place of worship where

you had i ssues. |f you're saying that police
have been com ng up behind -- police, not
civilians, if you're saying -- so, Rob will --

sorry, Rob, but you're the one in ny eyeline.
So, if you would go talk with Rob and
explain to him when a police officer has
comm tted m sconduct against you, allegedly,
then we will investigate that. But we have
had a -- we have, to this time, not -- you
haven't given us reason to think that it's

police officers and not the private
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i nstitutions, whether they're houses of
wor shi p or restaurants.
But Rob, if you could talk with this
i ndi vi dual and get her information. And if
we can sort it out and there are allegations
agai nst police officers, we will investigate
t hem
So, go talk to the investigator.
MS. ABDULLAH: Thank you.
CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you
very much as well.
The next person.
MS. MOSS: Hi. Thank you for
mentioning Black History earlier, Black
Hi st ory Mont h. My name is Mari Moss. ' m
t he mot her of Calia, Sophia, and Anya. |
serve on the task force to end gender and
domesti c- based violence, and | serve on the
community action board that gives federal
funding to nonprofit organizations within the
communi ty.
| want you to imagine sonething,
I magi ne bei ng handcuffed, shackled at the
ankl es, trapped in a systemthat is supposed

to protect you. Now, imagine electricity
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1 surging through your body, not because you
2 were a threat or not because you had
3 commtted a crime, but because those in power
4 deci ded they could get away with it. | don't
5 have to imagine it because it happened to ne.
6 In May, | was brutalized by the very people
7 who were sworn to uphold the | aw. | was
8 wrongfully arrested on a | egal court order,
9 shackl ed, and then subjected to intimdation,
10 psychol ogi cal abused, and finally,
11 el ectrocuted, all while |I was restrained,
12 unabl e to defend nyself.
13 | want to be clear, this was not an
14 accident. This was not a m sunderstandi ng.
15 This was a systemflexing its power, trying
16 to silence nme, trying to strip me of ny
17 dignity, nmy rights, my humanity. But they
18 failed, because | am standing here. But not
19 everyone gets to stand here and tell their
20 story. Some are stolen fromus too soon.
21 And today, | want to take a nmoment to honor
22 Robert Brooks, a life lost to the same broken
23 system we are fighting against. Before | say
24 anot her word, | ask all of you to join nme in
25 a moment of silence for Robert Brooks and for

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re Public Board Meeting NYC - Civilian Conpl ai nt Review Board

© 00 N o o B~ w NP

N N N N N N B B P P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © © N O O » W N B+ O

February 12, 2025
54

every victim of police brutality who should
still be here with us today.

(Brief moment of silence).

MS. MOSS: | am here today because |
survived, but survival is not enough.

Justice is the only answer. And |I'm not just
speaking for nyself. | *' m speaking for every
nmot her, every woman, every person who has
been brutalized and ignored. For every
survivor of domestic violence who dares to
stand up and demand protection, only to be
met with puni shment instead.

The real question is, how many nore of
us will it take before the systemis held
account able? How many nore mothers will be
torn fromtheir children? How many nore of
us have to suffer before something actually
changes?

I|'"'m here today to say, "No more." No
nmore courts weaponi zed agai nst survivors. No
nmore police using their badges as shield for
abuse. No nore children being separated from
their mothers who fought to protect them
And if you sit here and listen but you do

not hi ng, you are conmplicit. | f you have the
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power and refuse to use it, you're part of
t he problem
So, | ask you, what will you do? WII
you | et another nmother be silenced? WII you

| et anot her woman be shackl ed and
el ectrocuted while pleading for her rights?
O will you stand with me and fight with nme
and make sure this never happens again? |
was just at a meeting last nonth with Counci
Member Althea Gibs -- sorry, Stevens. Thank
you. And she had people in the roomtalking
about how they were brutalized by police
officers in Rikers I|sland.

I f you would have heard some of the
t hi ngs that people were saying happened to
them at Ri kers Island, the human rights
vi ol ati ons, and the overwhel m ng abuse. W
have to do somet hing about hol di ng peopl e
accountable. And to sit here and listen to
the fact that a | ot of these officers get
pronoted after they have 17 offenses, you can
go through the |ist. | just sat here and
went through the list, and you see a repeat
of the same names over and over again, and

there's nothing being done about it.
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So, we're looking to you, as the agency
t hat Mayor Davi d Di nkins enacted, that we
need to hold police accountable. So, | ask
you to please do so.

Thank you.

CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you very nmuch for
your presentation. Just a question that --
have you filed any reports on this thing with
t he CCRB? Just curious.

MS. MOSS: Yes.
CHAI R KHALI D: Yes. And
did you receive the results?

MS. MOSS: | |ast checked on -- forgive
me. When | went onto the online -- you know,
to check on my case, it said that the

informati on was not avail able at the monent.

MR. DARCHE: Ms. Moss, |I'll have Rob
check on that for you, or Enma. Enma will go
check on it and get you -- if you go talk to
her right now, she'll get you the updates on

your case.

MS. MOSS: Okay. Thank you.

CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you. Thank you
very nmuch.

Now, we've come to --
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MR. DARCHE: There's one nore person.

CHAI R KHALI D: Sur e.

MR. CASE: Good afternoon. Andrew
Case, supervising attorney at LatinoJustice
PRLDEF, he/ hi m pronouns. Happy Bl ack History
Mont h.

| want to talk a little bit about the
puni shment for unfounded cases issue that has
come up. This has been somet hing that has
been di scussed at the CCRB as far back as the
1992 City Council hearings. | think people
should go read those. There are very good
reasons that people are not prosecuted for
perjury for conplaining about police
of ficers. It creates a terrible disincentive
and scares people off to believe that they
will be arrested if they raise issues with
police, because they do not trust that they
will be heard fairly and that they will not
be subject to retaliation.

And it's not special to police
officers. M sister is a New York City high
school teacher. You will not be surprised to
| earn that people file conpl aints agai nst

New York City high school teachers that turn
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out to be unfounded. People file conplaints
agai nst taxi drivers that turn out to be
unfounded. And we believe in this city that
the City enployees are mature enough and abl e
enough to withstand the possible hard
feelings of being accused of something,
particularly if they're eventually exonerated
or unfounded.

When | was the spokesman for the CCRB
Paul Brown, who was the DCPlI, called me a
liar in the New York Times, and | had no
recourse against him | just had to grow up
about it. So, | will say, if you |ook at the
body-worn camera and a conplaint is purely
unf ounded, maybe you can find a way to not
bring the police officer in for an interview,
just to have them be interviewed and then
unf ounded, that could be a tinme waste.

But the idea that their feelings are so
speci al and ot her New York City enpl oyees'
feelings are -- have to withstand this, it
creates this, sort of, special notion that
police believe and are entitled sonmething
di fferent. In fact, police officers have

special responsibilities. They have speci al
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duties. They carry guns. They can arrest
people. They should be held to a higher
standard than just about anyone else in the
City. 1'lIl speak -- the Departnment of
Corrections and the things that you say about
Ri kers are particularly horrible in there.

On transparency about these conpl aints,
one of the reasons that there is such
transparency now about police conplaints is
that for 30-40 years, there was a |law on the
books specifically exempting police
m sconduct conplaints from FO L, Civil Rights
Law 50-a, which kept anyone from know ng
anyt hi ng about what actually happened in
pl aces |i ke the CCRB, and the response to the
repeal of 50-a has been a | arge demand to know
what actually happens. And you could FOIL the
Depart ment of Education and find out teachers
conplaints. |It's not posted online unless
they go to OATH, but it is publicly avail abl e.
And the reason it's posted for the NYPD is
there's a long history involved of people not
di scl osi ng that.

I want to speak very briefly about what

| was going to talk about before | heard
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1 other things in the nmeeting, which is the
2 short statute of Ilimtations and the
3 retaining of the cases under Section 2 of the
4 MOU. | saw that the January stats are nmuch,
5 much better for discipline than they have
6 been. | hope that is a trend that is going
7 to continue. M chael Gerber has told me it
8 is. Jessica Tisch has said it is. | hope
9 that that's actually true and they're not
10 bl owi ng smoke. But | think you should be
11 wat ching closely the Police Department's
12 failure to punish officers when you find that
13 t hey have comm tted m sconduct.
14 We are currently suing the NYPD over a
15 case where you substantiated an allegation
16 and they dism ssed it, even though there was
17 no ongoing crimnal investigation and the
18 officer had previous conplaints. And the
19 NYPD i s saying that we don't have the right
20 to bring that suit. W believe we do, on
21 behal f of James Harvin, who was tased
22 unl awfully and you guys substantiated it.
23 But if the NYPD continues and prevails in
24 that regard, the only people that can hold it
25 account abl e are you. This NYPD has acted

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re Public Board Meeting NYC - Civilian Conpl ai nt Review Board

© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N N N N N N P P P P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © © N O O » W N B+ O

February 12, 2025
61

arbitrary and capricious in dismssing
complaints. And if it comes to it, you
shoul d consi der bringing action against them
for that.

Thank you guys all so very much.

CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you, sir. Thank
you very much.

Anybody el se to speak?

(No response).

CHAI R KHALI D: I f none,

MR. SM TH: M. Chair, may | offer a
statement under ol d business, please?

CHAI R KHALI D: Absol utely, please.
That's what we're going to do, old business.

MR. SM TH: " m sorry.
Col | eagues, the CCRB D-panel schedul ed
for February 26th was cancel ed because there
were not enough CCRB nenmbers to fill the panel
and vote on the cases. Now, we |earned today
t here has now been a new appointee, but didn't
know t hat when | wrote this. This is the
second time in five months a D-panel was

cancel ed because of a | ack of CCRB menbers.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Public Board Meeting NYC - Civilian Conpl ai nt Review Board

© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N N N N N N B B P P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © © N O O » W N B+ O

February 12, 2025
62

A brief explanation: Under the New York City
Charter, the CCRB should have 15 menbers.
Currently, there are only 11 menmbers. By
next month, we hope to have 12, because the
Mayor and City Council have not nade
appoi nt ments.

These members are divided into
t hree- menber panels, each of which reviews 50
to 60 cases a month by conputer. Each panel
meets virtually once a nonth and votes to
accept or revise the recommendati on of the
CCRB staff which has investigated the cases.
Ri ght now, there are three panels review ng
cases, instead of five. Hundr eds of
civilians are waiting for justice, most for
15 months or nore, because we're m ssing four
CCRB members. After this new appointnment,
we're still m ssing three.

Each month, there is a D-panel, 50 or
60 cases in which CCRB staff investigators
have cleared the officers of the charges
against them In 99 percent of these cases,
the three CCRB nembers on the D-panel vote to
accept the staff recommendati on and the

officer is cleared. |In many cases, charges
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are made agai nst several officers. So, now
there are up to 100 officers whose nanes wil
not be cl eared because we do not have enough
CCRB members to do the job. Up to 100

of ficers who wake up every norning, often for
more than a year, wondering about the CCRB
case agai nst them

Some of these officers have pendi ng
pronotions which are delayed until the CCRB
case is cleared. Some officers have
transfers which are delayed until their nane
iIs cleared. Some of these charges are based
on honest m sunderstandings in police work.
In many cases, however, these officers are
victims of malicious lies by people who just
want to stick it to a cop. They can do that
because there is no punishment for a member
of the public to lie to the CCRB.

There is no requirenment for
conpl ai nants to swear to the truth of their
statenment. Anyone can make the nost
outrageous all egati ons against a police
officer, and it can take nmore than a year for
the officer to have his or her name cl eared

by CCRB nmenbers voting in three-menber
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1 panel s, especially the D-panel.
2 Our Mayor and our City Council must do
3 their duty and appoint menbers to the CCRB
4 We have a solem obligation to our citizens,
5 i ncl udi ng our police officers, to adm nister
6 justice in a timely manner.
7 Thank you.
8 CHAI R KHALI D: Thank you,
9 Pat .
10 Let me say this thing, that we have a
11 new board member joining us next month, but
12 we are working on -- to get nore board
13 members. We're going to be making a request
14 to the Mayor and to the Speaker, to put nore
15 menbers as required by law, so we can do the
16 wor k needed by the panels. So, | assure you
17 that we'll work on that as soon as possible,
18 to remnd themthat this is an inportant step
19 needed to fulfill all the board members.
20 MR. SM TH: Thank you, M. Chair. |
21 appreci ate that.
22 CHAI R KHALI D:  Any new busi ness t hat
23 we have before the Board?
24 (No response).
25 CHAI R KHALI D:  Heari ng
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none, |'m going to nmove now t hat we break
I nto Executive Session. The agenda for the
Executive Session is, the executive director
wi Il discuss pending personnel actions, and
t he general counsel, who is not here today,
wi Il be having some updates regarding the
pending litigation.

MR. DARCHE: M. Chair, "Il fill in
bot h rol es.

CHAI R KHALI D: Okay. Thank you, sir.

Is there a notion to adjourn to
Executi ve Session?

MR. SM TH: So noved.

CHAI R KHALID: Do | have a second?

MR. SMITH: Second.
CHAI R KHALI D: This neeting
I's now adj ourned. Thank you.

(TIME NOTED: 5:15 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF NEW YORK)
: SS
COUNTY OF QUEENS)

I, Sabrina Brown Stewart, a Notary Public
within and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify:

That the witness whose exam nation is
her ei nbefore set forth was duly sworn and that such
an exam nation is a true record of the testi nony
given by such a witness.

| further certify that | amnot related to
any of these parties to this action by bl ood or
marriage, and that | amnot in any way interested in
t he outconme of this matter.

IN W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand on this 20th day of February, 2025.

Sabrwa Brsws— et

Sabrina Brown Stewart
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