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CCRB BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

1. Arva Rice - Interim Chair

2. Joseph A. Puma - Board Menber

3. AU Hogan - Board Member

4. June Northern - Board Member

5. Herman Merritt - Board Member

6. Joe Fox - Board Member

7. Kevin Jenmmott - Board Menmber

8. Pat Smth - Board Member

9. Charl ane Brown-Wands, Esqg. - Board Menber
10. Frank Dwyer - Board Menber

11. Esmer al da Si mmons, Esq. - Board Member
12. John Siegal - Board Menber

PRESENTERS:

MAROUA RI GHI — Deputy Director of Outreach and

| nt ergovernnental Affairs of the Civilian Conpl ai nt
Revi ew Board
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SPEAKERS:
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MR. ROSE: Good evening, everyone.
Thank you for joining us. For those
utilizing ASL Interpretation Services, our
two interpreters today are Andria Lanberton
and Eri ka Agramonte. The di splay names are
on the screen as ASL Interpreter SignNexus
Andria, and ASL Interpreter SignNexus Erika.
For those utilizing -- if you'd |like to get
captions for those videos, the instructions
will be in the chat.

Thank you all very nmuch.

CHAI R RICE: Good evening and wel cone.
My name is Arva Rice. | use she/her
pronouns, and | amthe Interim Chair of the
Civilian Compl ai nt Revi ew Board. | woul d
like to call the CCRB's February (sic) Public
Board Meeting to order.

Woul d the Board pl ease introduce
themsel ves now, and we will start with Pat.

MR. SMTH: Pat Smth, mayora
appoi ntee, Manhatt an.

MR. HOGAN: AU Hogan, City Counci
desi gnee, South Jamai ca, Queens.

MR. DWYER: Frank Dwyer, Ppolice

comm ssioner designee.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MR. MERRITT: Herman Merritt, City
Counci | designee from Brookl yn.

MS. BROWN- WYANDS: Good afternoon.

Charl ane Brown-Wands, Police conmm ssioner
desi gnee.

MR. DARCHE: Good evening. My nanme is
Jon Darche. | use he/him pronouns, and I'm
t he Executive Director of the CCRB.

MR. SIEGAL: John Siegal, |I'm one of the
Mayor al appoi nt ees.

MS. SI MVONS: Esmer al da Si nmons, Public

Advocat e appoi ntee from Brooklyn, New YorKk.

MR. FOX: Hi. Joe Fox. |I'ma police
comm ssi oner designee.

MR. JEMMOTT: Good afternoon. ' m
Kevin Jemmott, Mayoral appointee from Queens.

CHAIR RICE: And we al so have somebody
j ol ni ng us.

M. Puma, would you introduce yourself,
pl ease.

MR. PUMA: Good afternoon. My nanme is
Joseph Puma. | go by he/him pronouns, and
I"'mthe City Council designee fromthe
Bor ough of Manhatt an.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. NORTHERN: Good afternoon. June
Nort hern, Mayoral appointee from Brooklyn.

CHAIR RICE: Thank you, June.

| would like to ask for a notion to
approve the February Board Meeting m nutes.

MS. BROWN- WYANDS: Move for the
approval of the February Board Meeting
m nut es.

CHAIR RICE: And can | have a second.

MR. HOGAN: Second.

CHAI R RICE: Thank you.

Are there any changes or corrections to
the m nutes?

(No response).

CHAI R RI CE: | f not, hearing none, al
those in favor of approving the m nutes as
presented, say aye.

(Chorus of ayes).
CHAIR RICE: All those opposed?
(No response).

CHAIR RICE: The m nutes are approved.

| would also like to ask for a nmotion
to approve the March Board Meeting m nutes.

MS. BROWN- WYANDS: So nmoved.

CHAIR RICE: And can | have a second.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. SI MMONS: Second.

MS. NORTHERN: Second.

CHAIR RICE: Are there any changes or
corrections to the m nutes?

(No response).

CHAIR RICE: Hearing none, all those in
favor of approving the m nutes, say aye.

(Chorus of ayes).

CHAIR RICE: All those opposed?

(No response).

CHAIR RICE: The m nutes are approved
as presented.

Thi s past Sunday marked the five-year
anni versary of Kawaski Trawi ck's death at the
hand of Officers Thonpson and Davis. Five
years ago, M. Trawick called 9-1-1 for help
to get back into his apartment. The Fire
Depart ment came, helped him and left wthout
incident. Officers Thonmpson and Davi s
arrived mnutes |ater, drove around the
bl ock, took their time to find parking, and
spoke to the staff at the assisted |living
facility that M. Trawick lived. The
officers knew it was a sensitive |ocation,

and acknow edged that M. Trawi ck m ght be

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Public Board Meeting NYC -

© 00 N o o B~ w NP

N N N N N N B P P P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © © N O O » W N B+ O

April 17, 2024

Cvilian Conplaint Review Board

9

classified as what NYPD calls an enotionally
di sturbed person.

Officers Thompson and Davi s wal ked up
to M. Trawi ck's floor, approached his door,
and a hundred and twel ve seconds | ater,
Kawaski was on the floor, shot by
Officer Thonmpson three times. Officers Davis
and Thompson |left M. Trawi ck on the floor,
cl osed the door and didn't call for help.
After M. Traw ck was killed, the Bronx DA
determ ned they did not have enough evi dence
to prosecute the officers for crimnal
conduct .

The NYPD conducted its own internal
I nvestigation, where they interviewed the
officers for less than 30 m nutes and did not
ask them any questi ons about the footage in
question. \When the officers made m sl eadi ng
statenments that did not match the footage,
not hi ng was done. They failed to find any
m sconduct by either officer.

The CCRB received a conpl aint and
requested evidence and body-worn camera
f ootage from NYPD, but did not receive

anything for over 18 nonths. Despite the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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1 interference, the CCRB investigation
2 established that both officers inmproperly
3 entered Kawaski's home, that Officer Thonpson
4 I mproperly tased M. Trawi ck, that
5 Officer Thompson inmproperly shot M. Trawi ck
6 four times, and that both officers failed to
7 get M. Traw ck medical attention, while they
8 | eft himdying on the floor of his apartment.
9 The NYPD' s refusal to release the evidence in
10 this matter meant that when the CCRB's
11 prosecutors file charges against M. Trawi ck,
12 they had to use the crime exception to the
13 statute of Iimtations. Using the crinme
14 exception inmposed added requirenents on the
15 prosecution, which Executive Director, Jon
16 Darche, will explain in more detail shortly.
17 In addition to having to prove that the
18 officers violated the NYPD Patrol Guide, we
19 had to prove that they broke crimnal |aw.
20 Our talented and dedi cated prosecutors rose
21 to the challenge, and they did just that.
22 But the NYPD trial conm ssioner, who presided
23 over this case, blamed the CCRB for the
24 delays in this case, and refuse to hold the
25 of ficers accountable. She did, however,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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concede that the NYPD investigation ignored
sections of the Patrol Guide and |eft her
with disquieting questions about how they
could have cleared the officers' conduct.

Thi s past Friday, just before the fifth
anni versary of Kawaski's death, the NYPD
announced the police conm ssioner's decision
to endorse the trial conmm ssioner's fl awed
recommendation. The Trawick famly was not
i nformed of the decision in advance, and
heard the decision through the nmedia. Had
NYPD conducted a legitimte investigation and
hel d their officers accountable, Kawaski's
fam ly could have avoided the |l ast five years
of fighting for justice, and would not have
had to sit through a trial, watching their
son being killed over and over again.

To their credit, the NYPD recognized
that their delays in this case were
obstructing the disciplinary process and many
ot her investigations, and both agencies
agreed to a policy which limted the NYPD to
90 days to respond to the CCRB's request for
evidence. VWhile this MOU is an excell ent

start, it is not enough to ensure that we
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have conprehensive police accountability.

Last nonth, Executive Director Darche
and | testified before the City Council, and
we asked for a historic 37.7 mllion budget
for the CCRB. The CCRB has been chronically
under funded since its inception. In the | ast
several years, the Board, the City Council,
and people of New York have voted to expand
the CCRB's jurisdiction and increase its
responsibilities. This included
i nvestigating racial profiling and bias-based
policing, body-worn camera m suse, sexual
m sconduct, untruthful statements and nore.
| nstead of receiving nore funds to hire the
I nvestigators and secure the resources we
need to conplete these cases efficiently in a
timely manner, we face budget cuts. For the
first time, the CCRB has not had a sufficient
budget to investigate allegations within its
jurisdiction.

I would Iike to thank the City Council,
who | ast week publicly supported the CCRB's
request for a $5 mllion increase. W hope
that the Office of Management and Budget wil |
support the CCRB and the City Council to

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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ensure that all conmponents of public safety
are adequately funded in the City. For
people to trust in the police, they nust have
faith that there's a system that hol ds police
officers responsi ble for m sconduct. The
CCRB is an unbi ased, independent civilian
voice in the police disciplinary system and
failing to adequately fund the CCRB
shortchanges public safety in the City.

Il will now pass it to Executive
Di rector, Jonathan Darche, who will explain
the crime exception rule in nmore detail.

Jon.

MR. DARCHE: Thank you, Chair.

The crime exception to the statute of
limtations is often m sunderstood. ' m
going to attenpt to explain it to you al
now.

New York State Civil Service Law
Section 75 establishes the statute of
limtations for disciplinary actions agai nst
members of the NYPD as 18 nmonths from the
date of the incident. The only exception to
this is also found in Section 75, "Such

limtations shall not apply where the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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1 i ncompet ency or m sconduct conpl ai ned of and
2 described in the charges would, if proved in
3 a court of appropriate jurisdiction,
4 constitute a crinme.”" We refer to that
5 | anguage as the crime exception to the
6 statute of Iimtations.
7 When the CCRB brings charges under the
8 crime exception, it adds to the CCRB' s burden
9 as the Agency nust prove the elements of a
10 crime that constitutes the alleged
11 m sconduct. This also neans the CCRB nust
12 di sprove the defenses available to that
13 crime. What doesn't change is the burden of
14 proof, which is a preponderance of the
15 evi dence, more likely than not. In crimnal
16 court, the burden of proof is beyond a
17 reasonabl e doubt.
18 I"m going to focus on a single
19 specification fromthe trial against the two
20 officers who killed Kawaski Traw ck.
21 Specification 6, against Police Officer
22 Thonpson, to illustrate how the crinme
23 exception works, Specification 6 alleges that
24 Police Officer Brendan Thonpson, on or about
25 April 14, 2019, at approximately 2300 hours,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re Public Board Meeting NYC - Civilian Conpl ai nt Review Board

© 00 N o o B~ w NP

N N N N N N B P P P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © © N O O » W N B+ O

April 17, 2024
15

whil e assigned to the 46th Precinct and on
duty in the vicinity of 1616 Grand Avenue,
Bronx County, wrongfully used force in that
with intent to cause physical injury to
Kawaski Tyrone Trawi ck, Officer Thonpson
caused such injury by intentionally firing a
dart from a conducted electrical weapon into
Kawaski Tyrone Trawi ck without police
necessity.

If you were to have the charges in
front of you, you would note that the CCRB
listed the appropriate Patrol Guide sections
221-08, Use of a Conducted Electrical Wapon,
and 221-02, Use of Force, underneath that
particul ar specification. The CCRB al so
| i sted Penal Law Section 120.05, assault in
the second degree, subsection two; "A person
Is guilty of assault in the second degree
when: Wth intent to cause physical injury
to anot her person, they cause such injury to
such person or to a third person by nmeans of
a deadly weapon or a dangerous instrunment.”

The CCRB presented evidence that proved
every element of assault in the second

degree. Article 10 of the New York State

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Penal Law defines physical injury as
I mpai rment of physical condition or
substantial pain. A Taser, or a conducted
el ectrical weapon, delivers 50,000 volts of
electricity into a person's body. | t
overrides a person's central nervous system
and causes uncontroll able muscle contraction.
The preponderance of the evidence, based upon
our know edge of what a Taser does, and
M. Trawi ck's reaction to being shot with the
Taser on the body-worn camera footage of
Police Officer Thompson, indicates that this
action caused M. Traw ck substantial pain.
New York State's Penal Law definition
of a deadly weapon does not include Tasers,
but the Penal Law defines a dangerous
instrument as "any instrument, article or
substance, including a vehicle which, under
the circunstances in which it is used, is
attenmpted to be used, or is threatened to be
used, is readily capable of causing death or
ot her serious physical injury.” W already
determ ned a Taser can cause physical injury,
but can it cause death or serious physical

Injury? New York State Penal Law defines a

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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1 serious physical injury as one that "creates
2 a substantial risk of death, or which causes
3 death, or serious and protracted
4 di sfigurement, protracted inpairment of
5 heal t h, protracted | oss or inpairment of the
6 function of any bodily organ.”
7 Bet ween 2010 and 2021, nmore than 500
8 people in the United States were killed by
9 police officers using Tasers. The NYPD
10 Patrol Guide also states the follow ng about
11 Tasers; "Menbers should consider that the
12 exposure to the CEW for |onger that 15
13 seconds, whether due to multiple applications
14 or continuous cycling, may increase" --
15 Increase -- "the risk of death or serious
16 injury." If prolonged use of the Taser
17 increases the risk of death, that inmplies the
18 regul ar use carries with it a risk of death.
19 Put nmore plainly, if a vehicle can be a
20 dangerous instrunment, then clearly a Taser is
21 a dangerous instrunent.
22 Finally, Respondents have the
23 opportunity to use all defenses available to
24 t hem under the Penal Law. In the trial
25 comm ssioner's decision, they stated that the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Respondents could invoke the justification
def ense under Penal Law Section 35.15 (1).
The justification defense reads, "A person
may use physical force upon another person
when and to the extent he or she reasonably
bel i eves such to be necessary to defend
hi mself, herself or a third person from what
he or she reasonably believes to be the use
or imm nent use of unlawful physical force by
such ot her person, unless; the latter's
conduct was provoked by the actor with the
intent to cause physical injury to another
person; or the actor was the initial
aggressor; except in such case the use of
physical force is nevertheless justifiable if
the actor has withdrawn fromthe encounter
and effectively communi cated such withdrawal
to such other person but the |atter persists
I n continuing the incident by the use or
t hreat ened i mm nent use of unlawful physical
force."

The fact that Police Officer Thompson
Is a menber of the NYPD does not elim nate
the initial aggressor exception to his

eligibility or the justification defense.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Let's exam ne the evidence presented at

trial; Police Officer Davis and Police

Officer Thompson entered M. Traw ck's hone

in an assisted living facility for

i ndi viduals with nmental health chall enges.
M. Trawi ck was cooking in his studio
apartment and was hol ding a knife when the
officers entered his apartment. Al nost

I mmedi ately upon entering the apartment,
Police Officer Thonpson drew his Taser.

M. Trawick made no threats, but Pol
Officer Thompson hit himw th the Taser.
M. Trawi ck made no motion toward the
officers to suggest he was about to use
physical force, but Police Officer Thonpso
hit himw th the Taser. M. Trawi ck was n
physically resisting either Police
Officer Thompson or Police Officer Davis,
Police Officer Thonpson decided to put

50, 000 volts of electricity into M. Trawi

ice

n

ot

but

ck.

M. Trawi ck genuinely had no idea why

the police were there because the Fire
Depart ment had already resolved the issue
t hat had caused himto called 9-1-1. And

rather than take the time to explain what

had

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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happened, Police Officer Thonpson hit him
with the Taser. Police Officer Thonmpson
conmpl etely ignored the de-escal ation training
given by the Department and the requirements
of the Patrol Guide when he fired the Taser
at M. Trawick. Even the trial comm ssioner
in her decision referred to police officer's
decision to fire the Taser as tactically
premat ure. Police Officer Davis testified he
woul d not have fired his own Taser at

M. Trawi ck. And, in fact, Police

Officer Davis did not fire the Taser. All of
t hose factors point to the fact that Police
Officer Thompson was the initial aggressor.

It is clear that the preponderance of the

evi dence rebuts the Respondents' claimthat
the use of the Taser was justified.

The CCRB is commtted to making as nuch
of the material fromthe trial as possible
avail abl e on our website, so that the public
can review the matter, review the evidence
and determ ne whet her or not Police
Officer Thonmpson was guilty of
Specification 6. The public will be able to

make their own determ nation whet her Police

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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1 Officer Davis and Police Officer Thonmpson
2 commtted m sconduct by a preponderance of
3 t he evidence, and the public will be able to
4 determ ne whether justice was served.
5 CHAI R RICE: Does the Board have any
6 guesti ons?
7 Oh, I"'msorry. Did you make your --
8 MR. DARCHE: | can answer questions
9 about that, and then I'II finish up.
10 CHAIR RICE: Okay. Does the Board have
11 any questions?
12 MR. SM TH: Is there any further course
13 of action to be taken here?
14 MR. DARCHE: | don't believe so.
15 think the famly m ght have their own civil
16 case, but there's nothing that the City can
17 do now.
18 MR. SM TH: Is there anything for this
19 body to be doing here?
20 MR. DARCHE: No.
21 MR. SM TH: Okay.
22 MR. DARCHE: Well, we'll be making the
23 mat eri al s available on our website.
24 MR. SM TH: And what is the point of
25 maki ng those materials available if there is

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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1 no course of action for this body to
2 undert ake?
3 MR. DARCHE: So, | think under our
4 procedures, we're trying, since Civil Rights
5 Law 50a has been repeal ed, to make as nuch
6 i nformati on about what our investigations
7 determ ne public. And so, now that the
8 matter is closed, that's what we'll|l do. It's
9 not -- we're not treating this case special.
10 MR. SM TH: Okay.
11 MR. HOGAN: What does that mean, with
12 that l[ast thing, that we're not treating this
13 case special ?
14 MR. DARCHE: We're not making an
15 exception to the -- making the materials
16 publ i c.
17 MR. HOGAN: Okay.
18 MR. DARCHE: This is what we did.
19 MR. HOGAN: Okay. Was there a
20 possibility to refile this under racial bias
21 or prejudicial policing at the tinme when --
22 Trawi ck is/was a young black man, correct?
23 MR. DARCHE: Yes.
24 MR. HOGAN: And when they -- 'cause |
25 believe that the approach inside the

LH REPORTING SERVIC
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1 apartment woul d have been a lot different if
2 he was not a young black man. And so, if we
3 can't go forward with what we went forward
4 with already, could we | ook at it another
5 way? Because it seens to be such an
6 injustice to the famly; one, that it's been
7 five years; and two, the way they found out
8 about it. And if there's any way that we
9 could -- I don't know why the federal
10 government has not | ooked at this cases, you
11 know?
12 And so, is there any way that we can
13 | ook at charging these police officers from
14 this Board through bias policing and raci al
15 profiling?
16 MR. DARCHE: The staff and | have
17 di scussed that. W have not seen an angle
18 where that is possible, but we can revisit
19 and report back to the Board on that
20 questi on.
21 MR. SM TH: Fol |l owi ng up on AU.
22 Is it possible that this Board votes to
23 call on the Justice Department to pursue a
24 civil rights investigation here, as they have
25 done in other cases around the country? MWhen

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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the |l ocal municipalities have acted
I nappropriately or failed to act, the Justice
Department steps in and revisits this as a
civil rights violation. Can this Board go on
the record as calling on the Justice
Department to do that? Something that we are
actually doing something, to express our
obvi ous di sagreenment with what the City has
done here --

MR. HOGAN: And if not, why not?

MR. SMTH: -- I'mnot a |awyer.
don't --

MR. HOGAN: Excuse ne.

MR. DARCHE: The truth is, | would want
to do more research and get the general
counsel's feedback on that, to make sure |I'm
giving the Board accurate information. |
don't have an answer right now.

MR. HOGAN: ' Cause, Jon, | don't want
it to set a particular precedent that these
things aren't anomali es. | mean, these
things, if they're accepted once, then they
reoccur.

And so, how do we make sure that these

t hi ngs don't reoccur, you know, in this
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muni ci pality?

MR. SM TH: Ri ght .

MR. HOGAN: That definitely was
erroneous and them | ooking at the case, it
definitely was lethargic, the time that it
took for themto even consider because of al
the things that | was hearing, you know,

t hrough the case as it was going on, that
NYPD took as I ong as they wanted to even | ook
at the case. And then, by the time it get to
the case, we alnopst can't fight for this
young man, and his famly, who lost his life

sensel essly.

MR. DARCHE: | hear what you're saying,
AU, and I will talk with the general counsel
and get a -- actually, informed | egal

opi ni on, rather than making one up right here
on the spot.

MR. HOGAN: Thank you.

CHAIR RICE: Jon, would you m nd
restati ng what we've done with the memo with
t he Police Department?

MR. DARCHE: So, at the end of | ast
year, the CCRB entered into a menorandum of

understanding with the NYPD, so that when we
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make a request for evidence, that in a matter
that is being investigated by the Force
I nvestigations Division, or FID, which is
the -- generally investigates the nost
serious uses of force by members of the NYPD.
In the past, CCRB would have to wait until
the investigation was conmpletely concl uded,
that the police comm ssioner had signed off
on that investigation, before CCRB could get
t he paperwork in that matter. But pursuant
to the MOU, within 90 days of us making a
request now, the Department will provide us
with the evidence that they're in possession
of and that we've requested, and the
Department is treating those requests as
ongoi ng.

And so, if we make a request in an
I nvestigation for evidence and at the time we
request that evidence it's not in the
Department's possession, but it gets into
their possession, they're going to provide it
to us. | should have the exact numbers, but
| believe there were 33 investigations where
we have made requests for evidence pursuant

to the MOU since it was signed, and only two
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1 of them are past 90 days, and one of them was
2 partially responded to, and the other one
3 on -- the last time | got an update, it was
4 on day 90, and the Department, the NYPD
5 Legal, had the materials and were copying
6 t hem and preparing themto come to us. So,
7 think that the MOU we've entered into is
8 wor ki ng. And so, hopefully, things -- there
9 wi Il not be investigations that are hanpered
10 in the same way that the investigation into
11 the officers in this matter was hanpered.
12 MR. SM TH. Good commendation to you
13 and whatever staff were involved in achieving
14 t hat result.
15 CHAIR RICE: Are there any other
16 questions or coments from the members of the
17 Boar d?
18 MR. HOGAN: Yes, | have one.
19 CHAI R RI CE: Uh- huh.
20 MR. HOGAN: It's like this -- it is
21 great that this happened, but it's |ike
22 al most on the back of this young man. And |
23 t hi nk, you know, if the MOU becones a
24 particul ar noral contract, it's not a
25 contract that is being recognized and being
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with respected, we're not going to be able to

have any kind of authenticity wthout

aut ononmy. And it'

| ook at this and say --

how everyone el se

S very inmportant that we

cause | don't know

feels, but | al nmst feel

like in a vulnerable spot in being a member

of this board, and that atroci ous act seens

so regul ar.

And if we don't have the ability to

find some -- | don't want to use "wi ggle

room " because it

case, but finds a

sounds too light in this

way to identify what is a

proper way to fight when we know that they're

pl ayi ng ganes; that's all.

Thank you.
CHAI R RI CE:
MR. DARCHE:
ground rules --
CHAI R RI CE:
MR. DARCHE:
meeting?
CHAI R RI CE:
MR. DARCHE:

Thank you.

Can | just give sonme

Sur e.

-- for the rest of the

Absol utely.

Just a few adm nistrative

rem nders. Our office is open for walk-in

conpl ai nts. It i

s also possible to file
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conpl aints online at nyc.gov/ccrbconmpl ai nt,
by tel ephone at 1(800)341-2272, or by calling
3-1-1. I f anyone online or here wi shes to
file a complaint right now, we have three

i nvestigators on hand ready to take

conmpl aints; Julian Bevins, Emm Stydahar, and
Rob Bryan, and also a menber of our Civilian
Assi stance Unit, |Ivonne Torres.

And then, just sonme ground rules for
the rest of the meeting: W're going to
[imt coments to four m nutes, whether
you're here or online. If you're going to
join online and want to participate, please
use the raise-your-hand feature, and we wil|l
get to you.

And that's all | got, Madam Chair.
CHAIR RICE: Thank you.
We're going to hear a presentation from
our Deputy Director of Outreach and
| nt ergovernnmental Affairs, Maroua Ri ghi.

MS. RI GHI : Good afternoon. My nanme is
Maroua, and I'Il be giving a brief
presentation.

So, the CCRB is the nation's | argest

I ndependent oversight entity over the | argest
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police force in the country. The CCRB

I nvesti gates, medi ates, and prosecutes
conpl ai nts of m sconduct agai nst nmenbers of
the NYPD. The Agency is governed by a

15- member board with five seats appoi nted by
t he Mayor, five appointed by the New York
City Council, three designated by the Police
Comm ssi oner, one appointed by the Public
Advocate, and lastly, the Chair is appointed
jointly by the Mayor and City Council.

So, the CCRB investigates abuses of
force, authority, discourtesy, and offensive
| anguage. So, there is an inmportant update
t hat we want to share with everyone. As of
on September 9, 2023, the Office of
Management and Budget announced citywi de
budget cuts. So, as a result, the CCRB is no
| onger able to fully investigate certain
cases within its jurisdiction. After careful
consi deration, effective January 1, 2024, the
CCRB suspended investigating the follow ng:
Failure to provide the Right to Know Act
cards with no other allegations; refusal to
provi de name or shield number with no other

al |l egations; discourteous words or actions
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1 with no other allegations; threats with no
2 ot her allegations; refusal to process a
3 civilian complaint with no other allegations;
4 property seizures with no other allegations;
5 forcible renoval to hospital with no other
6 al | egations; untruthful statements with no
7 ot her allegations; and |astly, any conplaints
8 t hat has only the above-referenced
9 al |l egati ons.
10 The CCRB will resume investigating
11 t hese cases as soon as the City allocates
12 sufficient funding to do so. If a conpl aint
13 contains one of the above allegations, in
14 addition to other allegations that still fall
15 within CCRB jurisdiction, every allegation in
16 the complaint will still be investigated.
17 So, if a person would like to file a
18 conmpl ai nt or report police m sconduct, you
19 can do so by visiting out website
20 nyc. gov/ccrbconplaint. You can also call the
21 CCRB at 1(800)341-CCRB. And remenber, if you
22 see footage of m sconduct on social media or
23 in the news, you can still file a conpl aint,
24 even if you weren't there in person.
25 There are additional ways to file a
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conpl aint, so you can call our hotline, you
can call 3-1-1, you can visit us at our
office. We are |ocated at 100 Church Street,
New Yor k, New York 10007. You can file a
conpl ai nt on our website again at
nyc. gov/ccrbconplaint. You can also DM us on
social media. We have the same usernane;
CCRB_NYC on Facebook, Twitter and I nstagram
You can also mail a conplaint in to our
office at the same address.

You can also file a conplaint at your
| ocal precinct. NYPD is required to accept
CCRB conmpl ai nts at any precinct. And you can
request a conmplaint formand a postage-free
envel ope. | f anyone would like to request a
CCRB presentation, you can reach out to us at
outreach@crb. nyc. gov, and please be sure to
follow us on social media, again, |Instagram
Twitter, and Facebook, same usernane,
CCRB_NYC.

Any questions?
(No response).
CHAI R RICE: Does the Board have any
comments or questions?

(No response).
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CHAIR RICE: All right. Seeing none,
t hank you so nuch.

MS. RIGHI: Thank you.

CHAIR RICE: We will now enter the
public coment portion of the nmeeting, and we
will begin with those joining us virtually,
who would |like to make a comment, foll owed by
t hose who are joining us in person. For
those joining virtually, we please ask that
you use the raise-the-hand feature, and keep
your coments to four m nutes, as you heard
bef ore.

Okay. Jahi, would you please call on
the first person.

MR. ROSE: We'll be hearing from Royce
Russel | .

MR. RUSSELL: Thank you for today's
meeti ng. | woul d say, as the attorney for
the Trawick famly, | can appreciate the
comments that were made here today. Once |
heard the make up of what the Board was or
what the Board is, | would say that nmostly |
was di sappointed in that it was appointnments
by the Mayor and the City Council and the

Public Advocate, and not really anyone from
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the community, such as menbers of the Justice
Comm ttee or Until Freedom or Justice NYC.
However, hearing the coments that were made
in reference to this tragedy, | was
encouraged that despite titles and despite
appoi ntments, that this board is trying to
get to the heart of the matter of the |ack of
humanity and the |ack of justice in this
particul ar case.

|*ve been doing this for a very |ong
time, fighting for those that have been
subject to excessive force and wrongful death
in New York City, and at a tinme where | can
tell you the CCRB really didn't have any
bite, and that has changed. And | can see
the bite and | can see the effort, and |
commend this current staff for doing al most
the inpossible, really fighting a fight with
one armtied behind their back, and that
being their best arm

It is not beyond the comunity at | arge
that Internal Affairs would come back with a
deci sion, or the Use of Firearm Conm ttee or
what ever title you want to give the internal

mechani snms of the Police Department, would
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come back with no finding against their own.
It's the only organization that |I'm aware of
where those who are police officers have to
judge themselves. And how does that work out
when you can see the internal conflict? It
Is also a conflict to see the DA's Office
play a role in this. But | think the
community and, in particular, the Trawi ck
famly, has been prepared and has been
climbing up that hill, understandi ng that
justice may not be in the forefront of this
adm ni stration or at | east the hearing
officer's tablet, and that sonmething |ike
this could happen.

What they weren't prepared for, as we
| ook at MOUs and Menmoranduns Of Understanding
of what will happen in reference to the
statute of limtations of getting evidence is
t hat maybe we could | ook at a humanity MOU,
which clearly states that when a decision is
goi ng to happen, that the famly is afforded
some time and space to have an understanding
of what the decision would be, what the
deci sion may be, and not just have CCRB try

to figure that out and try to be a conduit or
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a liaison to ease the pain of famlies that
suffer the death of a |loved one by the hands
of the police; that is something that needs
to be | ooked into.

Mor eover, when | heard the comments of
what can this board do? How much can this
board play a role in showing its
di ssatisfaction with the rubber stamp that we
have seen throughout history and conti nues
t oday? Where we know that there was
infractions and there were viol ati ons of
Patrol Guide procedures, where we know there
was infractions and violations of just
training concerning the enotionally
di sturbed, and just basic training of
de-escal ation and safety and isol ation and
conversation, rather than barking orders to
an individual when we know that there was
really no threat of violence.

Because you woul dn't be | aughing as you
take the el evator upstairs to approach the
I ndi vi dual for where there is an issue, and
where we know that there was no exigent
circunmstances when you are responding to, at

worse, a m sdemeanor, and at the very | east,
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an harassment call. And we know that the
FDNY was present with this individual, and
so, therefore, he was no threat to those

I ndi viduals, so why would he be a threat to
you?

There is something that is
systematically wong with the I ack of
humanity in this particular case. But what
t he Board can do or can think about is making
its own statenment and making a statement | oud
and clear by way of the press and by way of
print of its dissatisfaction, of its |ack of
under st andi ng how someone can come to this
concl usion, given the facts that were
presented. And when, if ever, will the
Police Department, and the internal
mechani sms for which it works, will hold
their own accountability, and speak to the
fact that police officers have the ability to
resign just before a decision is made one way
or the other, and how they get the inside
call before everybody else gets a chance to
have an understandi ng of what has taken
pl ace, which |leads to the |ack of

transparency anong the folks in the
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1 community.
2 I"mgoing to do nmy part. The people in
3 the community, the Bronx community, is going
4 to hear about this case by way of litigation,
5 and they' |l make the determ nation how much
6 the City will have to pay one way or the
7 other in reference to this man losing his
8 life for no apparent reason. And they'll be
9 t he judge of how incestuous the protocol and
10 the procedures within the Police Departnment
11 can yield the result where we now change the
12 standards to a crimnal standard as to
13 whet her or not these police officers should
14 be puni shed, versus an adm nistrative
15 standard, which is whether or not this young
16 man woul d still be alive had they foll owed
17 the police Patrol Guide.
18 Once again, | commend Jon and his
19 staff, Attorney Applewhite for fighting a
20 good fight and his staff. There is faith in
21 the CCRB, from ny perspective, that there is
22 bite with the bark. But there's a hill to be
23 climbed, and if the Board could make this
24 statement and make this statement |oud and
25 clear, that will be helpful. And we al
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know, as board menbers, we have networks and
we have insight to those that are within the
power structure, that can try to make this
famly whole in sonme shape, form or fashion,
and we ask that you use all your power to do
that, given the lack of respect and the

di srespect and the |lack of humanity shown to
this famly.

So, thank you for ny time, and |
appreci ate the opportunity to speak on behalf
of the Trawick famly, on behalf as the
famly attorney to this tragedy.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you, M. Russell,
for your coments. Once again, our
condol ences to the Trawick famly. Thank you
for the strong recomendation for us to make
a statement, which we made the initial
statement when the decision was made on
Fri day evening, but we will revisit that as
well. And | also wanted to also thank the
i ncredi ble staff at the CCRB for their work
on this case and the continued work that they
do, the hours that they spend and dedi cate.

And to this board, we all introduced

ourselves by saying who our confirmation is
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1 from but this group also represents fol ks
2 who are | eadership coaches, who are
3 educators, who are attorneys, who are soci al
4 justice advocates, and so that is who also
5 makes up this grouping of people.
6 So, | wanted to say that before | ask
7 Jon if he wanted to add anything in the
8 conmment s?
9 MR. DARCHE: No.
10 CHAIR RICE: Okay. Thank you.
11 Any ot her members of the Board?
12 (No response).
13 CHAI R RI CE: Al right. Jahi .
14 MR. ROSE: Next, we will be hearing
15 from Chris Dunn.
16 MR. DUNN: Arva, can you hear nme? [|I'm
17 sorry. Can you hear me?
18 CHAIR RICE: Yes, we can hear you.
19 MR. DUNN: Good afternoon, everyone.
20 For those who don't know me, |I'm Chris Dunn.
21 I|"'mthe I egal director of the NYCLU. | also
22 want to speak to the Traw ck conversation and
23 start by expressing my appreciation that the
24 Board is discussing it. There have been too
25 many meetings, in my view, recently where
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t here has not been much substantive
di scussion, so |'mvery pleased to hear this
di scussion, as tragic as the topic is. And I
t hink the question of what nmore the Board can
do is an inportant question. | think the
Agency gets enormous credit for what you have
done so far in this case, but there is nore
to be done, starting with today.

And Arva, | think that your comments
are an important starting point. | al so
t hink the notion about the CCRB making a
request of the Department of Justice is a
terrific suggestion. It's a bold suggestion.

Jon, I'mnot quite sure what you meant
by asking Matt about his | egal opinion about
this, but | certainly want to encourage the
Board of that. | think there are two things
that are going on here; the first is the
question about the Department choosing not to
di sci pline these officers, that raises
obvi ous and serious questions; and the
Department has a terrible track record in
cases |like this. Daniel Pantaleo having been
Exhi bit A, and this is now a cl ose second.

But beyond that, there's the question about
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this took five years, and on a Friday night,
t hey announced their decision.

And whatever one may think about the
merits of a particular prosecution or
di sci plinary action, the way the Depart ment
approaches these things is very inportant.
The very fact that the process is flawed and
conpl etely underm ne the legitimcy of the
deci si on, whatever the decision is. And |
know t he police representatives on the Board,
| can guess what your views are about the
substanti ve deci sion. | think it was Frank
who was asking the question. |'msorry. |
couldn't quite tell.

But | would Iike to hear what the
police representatives think about the
process here, and |I would like to hear what
the police representatives have to say about
why it's defensible or appropriate for the
Department to have taken five years to decide
t his. Because | think that while there are
many people who are upset, and rightly upset,
about the ultimte decision, | think al most
everybody will be asking questions about the

process and how in the world it could have
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1 taken five years. What does that mean about

2 t he Departnment's approach to this? And what

3 does this mean about the Departnent's actual

4 interest in accountability?

5 So, | would like to hear fromthe

6 police representatives about their views

7 about why it would have taken five years to

8 come to this deci sion. And | want to urge,

9 again, the suggestion that the Board make a
10 request to the Departnment of Justice to have
11 a |l ook at this case.

12 Thank you.

13 CHAI R RI CE: Thank you, M. Dunn. I

14 appreciate that, and I wanted to see if the
15 police representatives did want to make a

16 comment, or if you all wanted to -- go ahead,
17 Frank, please.

18 MR. DWER: Am | on? Yeah.

19 The only coment | can make wi t hout

20 havi ng a chance to go back and go through the
21 record -- | don't remember.

22 Jon, maybe you remenber. \hen did we
23 | ook at this case? Was it a year and a half
24 ago? | just -- | remember going through the
25 case, but | just can't remember the tinme and
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1 date. The one thing |I will say from
2 experience is that it's long been the policy
3 to wait for the prosecutors in the individual
4 boroughs or the federal prosecutors to finish
S their work before proceeding. And M. Dunn,
6 you're certainly, as a menber, you know, as
7 an attorney, understand why that is. W thout
8 havi ng the chance to go through the record
9 and -- | can't speak to the specific, but
10 certainly in a lot of these cases, they wait
11 until the prosecutors say, "W have conpl eted
12 our review. We have no objection to the
13 Pol i ce Department proceeding."
14 CHAIR RICE: Charlane, did you want to?
15 MS. BROWN- WYANDS: Yeah. | think I can
16 echo what M. Dwyer said, and again with not
17 havi ng been a menmber of the Board during the
18 time this case was investigated, and al so not
19 knowi ng all of the reasons why there were
20 del ays. Some of the delays do relate to
21 referrals to other agencies. That does not
22 excuse ot her delays, but again, until there's
23 a conplete review of the record, | can't
24 really speak to the delays. But | think the
25 Board has spoken when it relates to this
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Board's position about delays that are
unnecessary.

MR. DARCHE: So, just to answer
M. Dwyer's question, M. Traw ck was killed
on April 14, 2019. The Board voted in June
of 2021, but our investigation only | asted
five months, so we probably were finally
given the evidence we needed to conduct our
I nvestigation in January of 2021.

CHAI R RICE: Unless anyone has any
ot her questions, |I'm going to go ahead and
ask Jahi to call on the next person.

MR. ROSE: There are no nore hands
rai sed for the public comment section online,
so that will conclude public comment online.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you.

For those joining us in person and
i nterested in making a public comment, if you
could please |line up behind the podium and
we're going to ask you to please keep your
comments to four m nutes.

MR. MEYERS: |'m M chael Meyers,
presi dent, New York Civil Rights Coalition.
|l am-- first of all, I want to say that a

month or so ago, | was with the mayor. ' m
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very rarely with the mayor. | don't I|ike
him for the record. But this was an
anti-Semtismrally, he showed up to speak.
He spoke for more than three or four m nutes,
| could tell you that. So, in the short tinme
that | have, | didn't have the time or the
inclination to speak to himthen about the
acting Chair.

What is the delay in getting a

permanent Chair of the CCRB? | think -- you
know, | shouldn't say this because |I'm
nonpartisan. | shouldn't say this, but I

t hi nk your acting Chair has been doing a
terrific job. So, if you're going to be
doi ng anyt hing today, how about sending a
| etter to the mayor, saying "What's the del ay
i n appointing a permanent Chair to the CCRB?"
This is important to the public, not just to
this commttee, and not just to the Chair.
So, | want to briefly say in nmy passing time
that | recommend excell ence as a rating for
our Chair, acting Chair, as well as for the
executive director.

What you continue to do here is beyond

me. | don't understand the courage, and |
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don't know courage, but your courage, given
the political situation in this City, and
given the power of the Police Department to
stand up for thenselves. But nobody is
speaking up for us, for the public, other than
this Board. And this Board is already at

| east partially divided. | mean, how can
Chris Dunn call upon the Police
representatives? You're not the police
representatives on this body. Yeah, you're
appoi nted to the body by the Ppolice

comm ssioner, but you're the representative of
the People. This is the Civilian Conpl ai nt
Revi ew Board, "civilian complaint.” So, you
know, we don't care about the Police
Department's viewpoint, and |I'm di sgusted t hat
t he Legal Director of the NYCLU should think

t hat you have a different point of view in
terms of your public responsibility as a
member of this commttee, this board.

CCRB, | recomend again that the CCRB
understand what's going on in the streets. |
don't ever hear anything about what's going on
on the subways, the streets, the marches, the

rallies. There's nobody in the CCRB
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1 there. There used to be. CCRB used to
2 represent, |like the NYCLU representatives,
3 used to come to the rallies and marches and
4 wear their bands, so there would not be
5 di sgraceful, disrespectful conduct on the
6 part of the Police Department towards the
7 protesters and denonstrators.
8 So, | suggest that CCRB reintroduce
9 going to these rallies, going to these
10 mar ches, so there can be control on the
11 street corners, and on the sidewal ks, and in
12 t he subways, there should be some control,
13 some nonitoring, sonme surveillance of the
14 Police Department by you guys, not just the
15 civil rights comunity, because nobody listen
16 to us anymore. The CCRB has many ways of
17 serving as a watchdog, so | suggest you be a
18 little more resourceful in terms of how to be
19 a watchdog, directly observe the police
20 officers, so it's not just my word agai nst
21 them or the persons in the streets word
22 agai nst them you're going to be there
23 providing your own testinony. Not you,
24 personal ly, but your representatives wll be
25 a presence as the watchdogs.
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| have to say, also, that the police on
t he subways, all | see them -- not nonitoring
t he subways, not wal king the cars in the
subways, they're talking. They're yacking,
pl ayi ng around. They're not supervising
t hensel ves, and | don't see anybody
monitoring the bad behavior in the subways,
at least in terms of the Police Departnent.
And | wat ch. Every day, |'m on the subways,
and they're standing there congregating with
each other on the platform talking, not even
| ooking in the subway cars when the train
comes in the station. Ridiculous. It's
ridicul ous.

As far as the MOU is concerned, yeah,
you know, with all respect, M. Executive
Di rector and Madam Acting Chair, we don't
need another MOU. Those things are paper
t hi n. Paper thin. The Police Department,
the police comm ssioner knows what they're
supposed to do, and they just don't do the
right thing. | am so upset with the case
t hat you have brought to our attention,
M. Executive Director. | am so upset by

t hat because they knew what they should have
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done. The adm nistrative |aw judge should
have done better, but nobody is criticizing
her. \What the hell is going on here? People

know the facts, they have the evidence, and
they still delay. And they delay and del ay
and delay until time is up, and we got the
head of the Chair of the CCRB, or the Acting
Chair of the CCRB, the Executive Director of
the CCRB who serves at the pleasure of, you
know who, we gotta rem nd them and goad
them and criticize them Nobody can
criticize the Mayor. Nobody can criticize
the Police Department, |ike the people who
are in charge of the Mayor and the Police
Department. The people are in charge of the
mayor, and the Mayor in charge of the Police
Department. Do something or resign.

CHAIR RICE: Thank you for your
commrent s.

MS. MOSS: Ww. It's hard to follow
t hat, but yeah. Prevention is far better
than the cure. ©Oh, thank you.

My name is Mari Moss, and | want to
talk to you about how our police are doing

with -- the last time | was here, the police
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dealing with domestic violence in our city.
And this is for Catherine Kassenoff and all
women not hers who have stood up for
themselves in time of injustice and paid
dearly for it. And like | said, the | ast
time | was here, | was tal king about how
police had handl ed a donmestic violence

si tuati on.

When | think about our police, we, the
Peopl e, we expect our police to protect and
serve and to do that honorably. The word
"honor abl e" means to have sonme nmorals, to
have some val ues, and to have some integrity.
And someti mes our police seemto be | acking
that. And what | have seen, though, since
the last time | was here, is an inmprovenent
in some of our police who are trying to do
what's right and have some humanity and have
some morals and some val ues.

But if police had done the right things
fromthe very beginning -- and |I'mtal king
about a personal situation in 2017 -- there
are so many things that could have been
prevented today. We put a lot of our faith

and trust in our police, and this body is the
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I's supposed to make sure

ways, and this is about saving lives, this is

our young people, and

anybody who's dealing

So, |I'mjust asking that you all please

domestic violence situations. And | did --

and I"mjust going to end this with this: I

said they need to make Arva Rice the Chair of

MR. DARCHE: "1l just respond real

Victins of domestic violence are one of

t he number of groups who are very vul nerable

1 wat chdog body t hat

2 t hat our police are acting in the proper

3

4 about our future generations, and this is
5 about making sure that

6 especially nothers, women who are dealing
7 wi th domestic violence,

8 with domestic violence has their rights

9 protected now into the future, and this is
10 I mportant for our society.

11

12 do everything that you can to ensure the
13 saf ety of our people, and especially in
14

15

16 sent a letter to the Mayor's Office, and |
17

18 t he CCRB. No nmore del ays. We need action.
19 Thank you.

20 CHAI R RI CE: Thank you.

21

22 qui ck.

23

24

25 when t hey encounter police. And so, our
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Agency makes a real effort to understand the
trauma they are facing when they come to us,
and to make sure that we are treating themin
a way that does not re-traumatize them while
still taking their conmplaint seriously and
movi ng forward with our investigation of
their conpl aint.

So, you mentioned that you had a
personal situation, and if there's someone
you would like to speak to here, we have a
staff here that would be happy to do so. So,
just if you tell us, we'll be right there.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you, Jon.

Is there anyone el se who would like to

make a comment, you want to step to the

podi unf?
MR. AHMED: Good afternoon. | ' m here
just for -- actually, for a point. | have to

start with NYPD. The problemis not --

MR. DARCHE: Your name.

MR. AHMED:  Oh. |'m sorry. M name is
| brahi m Ahmed. And | have, by the way, a
case in CCRB. It was actually nore than one,
but the real one is this happened in,

bel i eve, January -- no, sorry. November 26,
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*23. The problem we have is not starting
from CCRB. The problem starts from NYPD.
NYPD foll ow every single one, if they have.
And every single one making conpl aint for the
CCRB, two things we have; close the case, or
no action. And even if the case have
sonmet hing, there's no action. That's what
they give the power to NYPD in the street to
do whatever they want to do for the public.

' m personally got hurt inside ny
apartment. | got hurt and | have a problem
with my kidney. | can't even find a | awyer
to take ny case to the Court because every
single way | go --

MR. SM TH: This person has a case
before the CCRB, that ultimately it's going

to be judged by three people on this panel

now.
So, should we be discussing this?
MR. AHMED: No, |'m just saying this.
"' m just saying general. "' m not saying
about my case. |I'm saying general. The

problem start with NYPD because if we have an
action for every single case, go to CCRB and

they find out that this person or this police
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1 officer is guilty, and we have an action, the
2 other will never do this. | won't have no
3 action. A lot of people got hurt, conplain,
4 make a -- | just want to | et you know, nost
5 of the people, when they get hurt, not all of
6 themthey go to CCRB to make a conpl ai nt,
7 some of them  And some of them nost of
8 t hese people when they make a conplaint to
9 CCRB, two things; sometimes you ask, case is
10 cl osed or no action. \What you expect for
11 NYPD to do with the public in the street? Am
12 I right or wong? So, the problem start with
13 NYPD.
14 |f we have an action for every single
15 person, make -- actually, making serious
16 t hings to person, to any person, we don't see
17 not hing. The only thing show up in the
18 public, two things; when you come in the
19 newspaper or somebody got death or kill ed.
20 You see anyone, one, fromthe public gets
21 hurt or got beat up from NYPD and somet hi ng
22 happened or any action come to this person?
23 No. Only thing comes and show up, and they
24 show on the case for the people get death,
25 get killed, get shot. That's what you guys
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tal k about, but you don't talk about the

ot hers. What happened to the people get hurt
and nobody knows about then? Nobody knows
about them Even if you make a conpl aint,
the compl ai nt has al ready been cl osed.

Thank you.

CHAIR RICE: |I'm not sure if we have
any conmments based on this.

MR. DARCHE: | do.

M. Ahnmed -- so, if you want to speak,
ma' am you can, but can | just say one thing
first?

So, the CCRB investigates all the cases
in its jurisdiction, except until recently.
As Maroua descri bed, there are certain types
of conmplaints that we just don't have the
resources to investigate now. But until
January of this year, if you came to us with
a complaint, we would | ook at the
all egations, and if they're in our
jurisdiction, which is governed by the
Charter and the CCRB's rules, then we will
investigate it. And sometinmes we will
substantiate m sconduct, and sonmeti mes we

won't. But we | ook at every conpl aint that
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1 we get that's within our jurisdiction, except

2 now because of the budget situation, there

3 are certain conplaints that we just can't

4 | ook at .

5 The conpl ai nts we get that are not

6 within our jurisdiction, we refer to the

7 appropriate investigatory body. Sometimes we

8 get conplaints that are not about the NYPD,

9 someti mes they're about the Marshal Service,
10 or ICE, or the different -- like CUNY has its
11 own police, or court officers. And so, we
12 will refer those conmplaints to the right body
13 to do an investigation. But when we get
14 conpl ai nts about the NYPD that aren't within
15 our jurisdiction, we refer themto the NYPD.
16 And so, one of the things -- because
17 sonmeone el se had recently brought to ny
18 attention, the difficulties that folks have
19 when they make a conplaint to us that we then
20 refer to the Department because they're
21 outside our jurisdiction, how they can follow
22 up with the Departnment. So, internally, our
23 staff is |looking at a way to stream ine the
24 process, so that folks could better able
25 follow up with the Department on conpl aints
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t hat have been made to us, that are outside
our jurisdiction.

Ma'am if you -- you wanted to speak.

(I ndiscernible - away from
m crophone).

MR. DARCHE: So, just to be clear, if
you're just speaking about the general topic,
that's one thing.

MS. ABDALLAH: Good afternoon, first.
And my name is Asma Abdal |l ah, but |'m not
sure if this one it will be like | supposed
to speak or not, but if we can make it as a
general, that is fine. But because | don't
understand, so | am here just this first
time. | have no idea about anything. The

only thing | needed, if really, if

sonebody -- so, again, | state it as general,
so I'"'mgoing to try. But first, | can't
speak English very well, so I'"'mgoing to try

my best to speak better.
I have so many issues with the NYPD
still. Until this moment, it's not solved,

even | already contacted the CCRB. Seens

li ke, as he said before, whatever they have a

serious, serious situation, they al ways
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1 transfer to the 1AB, and IAB relate it to
2 NYPD, so we still keep continue on |like that
3 in the circles. And after that, they close
4 it. Even |I never heard anyone fromthe | AB
5 told me what's going on, what is the
6 I nvestigation, what's going on, why they
7 close it. Even sometimes | have so many
8 proof, they never listen to us. They listen
9 to thensel ves, and they never get any help
10 fromthem
11 But let's just say |I'l|l be here, even
12 when | have somet hing and when | try to say |
13 came here before, they said, "Anything
14 related to the m sconduct, NYPD is relate it
15 to us." | said, "That is fine." And after
16 did this one with them the conplaint, they
17 never told me what's going on. They said,
18 "We're going to transfer it to the other
19 section, and after that we can send it |ike
20 lotto,"” but | didn't understand anyt hing,
21 it's just |like that, and | have nmore than
22 i ke three cases or maybe from so many years
23 | didn't get any solution.
24 Pl us, please, if you allowed nme to
25 speak for one mnute for sonmething so
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serious, please just allow to me, even if

It's not supposed to be | speak, they should

treat me like just as person. I amlike a
terrorist or | amcrimnal or | amcrazy, or
I*"mtaking my clothing off, like | amreally
crazy, just |ike question. I f you see

sonmething like that, you can |let me go outside
because | don't want to feel bad. Because
every single time ["'mtrying to speak with the
NYPD for sonmething happen to me, they told ne,
“"If you don't like NY -- if you like to live
here in New York, go back your country." Even
t he nei ghbor, they keep continuing to scare
me, and they say, "Okay. Go back your
country," that is already discrimnation.

This country is for everybody, not for

anyone just like -- if you |like me, you're
going to | eave me |ike that. I f you don't
li ke me even | did something wong or | did

sonmething right, you're going to hurt me every
single time. And the other thing that I
wanted to speak with you, and please try to
make it as serious. | have here so many cases

in the CCRB, | didn't feel that they're
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1 going to do anything. They're not going to
2 make any acti on. Trust me, | | eave here
3 right now, if I'"'mgoing to call them they
4 said, "Okay. W'IIl transfer you to the IAB,"
5 then they're going to close it, like every
6 single tinme.
7 "' m going to speak for sonething
8 private. | don't have to speak it, but
9 pl ease just -- you can see that | amlike
10 anyone from your nei ghbor and they're going
11 to feel sorry for me. We got arrest for
12 not hi ng. The people broke in my apartnment.
13 | tried to call 9-1-1. Do you know what
14 happened? The police canme, nore than ten,
15 l'i ke ten peopl es. | don't know why for only
16 woman. They canme arresting me. They cut
17 al ready my shoul der, and when | tried to
18 prove this one, even they took ny
19 i nformation, they cancel ed the appoint nment
20 for the MRI. Them not ne.
21 And after that, | still have |like pain
22 in all my body. | still have |ike cut. I
23 have hurt. No one helping me. Still, until
24 this nmoment, the NYPD hurting us. Not hi ng.
25 I want to know what's going on because until
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1 this moment, why is a woman can be arrested
2 for nothing? And until this noment, no one
3 take action.
4 The NYPD is living on ne till everyone
5 in my apartment and nmy nei ghbor, they keep
6 continuing hurting me. And after that said,
7 "Go back to your country." They heard that
8 in the proof. | have video. The police
9 came, they hurt nmy husband for nothing.
10 Not hi ng. Just as he said, "Why you broke in
11 our apartment?" Why you are entering our
12 apartment?" They arrested him too. |Is that
13 make sense? |s that make sense? And after
14 that, the neighbor now, they're trying to
15 scare me, they said -- okay. "W are going
16 to call your police for us," for us, for
17 not hi ng. They have the personal nunbers. |Is
18 t hat what's supposed to be happening in
19 New York? Supposed to be no one here above
20 the | aw. Supposed to be no one here above
21 t he | aw. The law is the | aw. But why is the
22 NYPD al ways doing something |ike that?
23 Because no one try to charge them wuntil we
24 get Kkill ed.
25 MR. DARCHE: Ms. Ahnmed, so | hear what
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you're saying. | understand how upset you
are, and it pains ne that you made a
conmplaint like that to this agency, and you
feel that we did not treat you properly. So,
| apol ogize to you that you feel we did not
take your conplaint seriously. W have

i nvestigators here today who will -- if you
want to speak in the | anguage that you're
more confortable in than English, although I
have to say, you seem pretty confortable in
English, we will get an interpreter, so that
we can make sure we understand exactly what
you' re sayi ng.

MS. ABDALLAH: That is fine. | f you
don't understand me right now, we can.

MR. DARCHE: No, | wunderstood you. And
we're going to get to the bottomof it, but
to do the investigation, we need to take a
recorded statement with an investigator. And
they're here, and they're going to do that
ri ght now.

Ri ght ? Excel |l ent.

So, if you could stand up, those are
the investigators who are going to talk to

you right now, and they're going to take your
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conplaints. And if it's about something that
we al ready have, they're still going to take
full statements.

MS. ABDALLAH: Even, | have proof. |
still have the proof and this keep continuing
make sonmet hing report to fake report for us.
| want to see what | have done, if they said I
amterrorist or crimnal or crazy, why they
don't want to show to us what | have done?ls
this supposed to be happen right, but |ike
t hat - -

MR. DARCHE: So, ma' ant?

MS. ABDALLAH: Ckay.

MR. DARCHE: So, one of the things that
we do is if we have evidence that you would
li ke us to give to you, then at the

concl usi on of your case, of our investigation

into your conmplaint, we will provide that
material to you. |If you provide us with
material, we'll provide it to you regardl ess

of what state our investigation is in. But
If there is information that we've gathered
fromthe Departnment while we're pursuing your
I nvestigation, then we will release it to

you, if you just e-mail me, frankly, and I
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will make sure it's taken care of.

There is often a delay, just because we
have one person in our whole agency, for the
whole City, who's in charge of making those
FOI L requests, of responding to those FO L
requests. So, it takes sone time, but we'll
make sure you get the information that you're
entitled to from us.

MS. ABDALLAH: Thank you, but if you
don't m nd, please try to take it as nuch as
you can, like for, to self with this issue.
Because until this nonth, | wanted to
understand why is it doing this stuff for me,
and even | get sometimes help from people
wor king with the mayor. Do you know what
they told them? They threatened them and
they said, "That is bigger than you." So,
how it's bigger? MWho is -- | don't
under stand how it's bigger.

Is that the NYPD scared everyone and
they said, don't get touch with this | ady
because there's suspicion. Wiy |I'm
suspicion? Why? | want to understand why.

MR. DARCHE: So, | hear what you're

sayi ng, but we have to do an investigation.
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We can't just make up hearing you --

MS. ABDALLAH: But | have proof. | can
show it to you right now in front of
everybody.

MR. DARCHE: But we have a process, and
it's important that you give the information
to the investigators and we'll conduct an
i nvesti gati on.

MS. ABDALLAH: Thank you. Thank you so
much.

MR. DARCHE: You guys should go with
them ri ght now because they're going to start
right now, the statenments.

Oh, you want to still -- can you guys
hold on? They want to finish the --

CHAIR RICE: The neeting.

MR. AHMED: Sure.

MR. DARCHE: You can wait?

CHAIR RICE: Thank you. Thank you for
your conments.

Do we have any other public coments
this evening?

(No response).

CHAIR RICE: Any other public coments

this evening?
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1 (No response).

2 CHAIR RICE: All right. Do we have any

3 ol d business to come before the Board this

4 eveni ng, any ol d business?

5 (No response).

6 CHAI R RI CE: Okay. Do we have any new

7 busi ness to come before the Board?

8 Yes, Esmer al da.

9 MS. SIMMONS: | wanted to bring up the

10 fact that 1've raised before, | have not seen
11 any change. Our jurisdiction has been
12 i ncreased over the |ast three years
13 dramatically. Yet, when we talk to the
14 public, we are continuing to use the acronym
15 FADO, which does not include some of the new
16 jurisdictions that we have, sonme of the
17 newest jurisdictional basis for conplaints;
18 sexual m sconduct by police officers, patent
19 and practice, and profiling by police
20 officers, untruthful statements by police
21 officers, and we al so have, you know,
22 refusing to provide an ID card. But | know
23 what's happened with the budget, so we don't
24 have to advertise something we're not going
25 to investigate. All right?
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1 | hate to say that publicly, but it's
2 real . | would Iike for our public
3 announcements to |l et people know that our
4 enl arged jurisdiction -- about our enlarged
5 jurisdiction, and make sure that they know
6 that they can file conpl aints agai nst police
7 officers that violate them on any of these
8 grounds, as well as force and the other FADOG,
9 you know? | understand that cost noney,
10 everything cost noney. So, that nmeans that
11 we have to change the video, change some of
12 our handout statements, et cetera. But |
13 woul d rather it be accurate and | et people
14 know it exists, than for us to continue to go
15 by what we had and continue to have, but only
16 limted to what we used to have.
17 So, that's what | would Iike, all of
18 our conmmunications to the public to iterate
19 the fact that we now have an enl arged
20 jurisdictional area on which people could
21 file compl aints.
22 CHAIR RI CE: Good enough.
23 MS. SIMMONS: And that's no conpl ai nt
24 agai nst the wonderful outreach team who are
25 doi ng everything they can. | want themto be
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able to, as well -- not to be able to. I
want themto explicitly make those coments
when they're talking to the public.

CHAIR RICE: Thank you, Esneral da, for
that. It is true. We very much have
expanded our jurisdiction over the course of
the | ast couple of years, and FADO may not be
as inclusive as it has been in the past. So,
I think that that's something that we should
be taking up and having nore conversation
about .

MR. DARCHE: So, if | would quibble
li ke a | awyer, as | still am our
jurisdiction, except for the expansion by the
City Council to allow the CCRB to investigate
untrut hful statements made to the CCRB, is
still abuse of authority. What has changed
is that both the CCRB and the City Counci
have expanded what is considered abuse of
authority. And so, | think while I did have
a small quibble, the idea that we need to
change how we communicate with fol ks, so that
the extent of abuse of authority is nore
broadly understood, no question about that,

Ms. Sinmmons.
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And it's sonmething that the Chair has
brought to my attention recently, and |I've
been speaking to the outreach team and the
comms team about it, but it's going to take
us some time on our public messaging to pivot
and because it's not -- it's inportant to
change in a constructive way that actually
makes it better, rather than change that
doesn't actually effectively communi cate what
we want to communi cate.

MS. SI MVONS: Well, | am dealing with
communi cation i ssues on the other -- on other
projects, so | understand that conpletely,
but | do not believe that the public when
t hey hear abuse of authority naturally go to
patent and practice, sexual m sconduct. And
since we had that acronym since we had abuse
of authority jurisdiction before, once it's
been expanded, | think we have to be explicit
about expanding. W can say, "And our abuse
of authority has been expanded to include" --

MR. DARCHE: A hundred percent.

MS. SIMMONS: -- but it has to be said
because people are thinking we don't have the

jurisdiction. |If we don't tell them they
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won't know.

MR. DARCHE: And | think when | was
speaking with Jahi about this, and when we
are doing presentations that are |onger, not
what's here being done for the board
meetings, they more fully go into how -- |
can see one of our outreach peopl e noddi ng at
me. They do nore fully explain how the abuse
of authority enconpasses nore than it used
to. But froma |egal point of view, which is
i mportant, from when you're thinking about
whet her the Agency is acting within its | egal
jurisdiction, while the abuse of authority
has -- it's definition has changed and grown,
it's still abuse of authority.

CHAIR RICE: Okay. Thank you.

Does anyone el se have any thoughts or
guestions on that?

(No response).

CHAI R RI CE: Okay. | nt eresti ng.
Any ot her new busi ness?

(No response).

CHAIR RICE: Any other new business
this evening?

(No response).
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CHAIR RICE: Okay. Hearing none, |I'm
going to nove now that we're going to break
i nto Executive Session. The agenda for the
Executive Session is the Board will hear from
t he executive director about pending
personnel actions, and the general counsel
provi de updates regardi ng pending litigation.

|'d like to accept a notion.

MS. BROWN- WYANDS: Motion to nove.

CHAIR RICE: Okay. Do | have a second?

MR. HOGAN: Second.

CHAIR RICE: All right. So noves.

' m going to conclude that the public
session for the board neeting for April is at
concl usion. Thank you.

(TIME ADJOURNED: 5:35 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF NEW YORK)
: SS
COUNTY OF QUEENS)

I, Sabrina Brown Stewart, a Notary Public
within and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify:

That the witness whose exam nation is
her ei nbefore set forth was duly sworn and that such
an exam nation is a true record of the testi nmony
given by such a witness.

| further certify that | amnot related to
any of these parties to this action by bl ood or
marriage, and that | amnot in any way interested in
t he outconme of this matter.

IN W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand on this 1st day of May, 2024.

Sebrota Brows— Olawarts

Sabrina Brown Stewart
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