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CCRB BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

1. Arva Rice - Interim Chair

2. Joseph A. Puma - Board Menber

3. AU Hogan - Board Member

4. June Northern - Board Member

5. Herman Merritt - Board Member

6. Joseph Fox - Board Member

7. Kevin Jenmmott - Board Menmber

8. Pat Smth - Board Member

9. Charl ane Brown-Wands, Esqg. - Board Menber
10. Frank Dwyer - Board Menber

11. Esmer al da Si mmons, Esq. - Board Member
PRESENTERS:

MAROUA RI GHI — Deputy Director of Outreach and
I ntergovernmental Affairs
Civilian Conpl aint Review Board

PRI NCE COBBI NA - Staten |Island Outreach Coordi nat or
Civilian Complaint Review Board
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MR. ROSE: Good evening, everyone.
Thank you for joining us. For those
utilizing ASL Interpretation Services, our
two interpreters today are Tolly Tol man and
Allison Besserman (phonetic). Display names
are on the screen as ASL Interpreter
Si gnNexus Allison and ASL Interpreter Tolly.
| nstructions for how to pin their videos and
access CART services will be found in the
chat.

Thank you.

CHAI R RICE: Thank you.

Good evening and welcome. M nanme is
Arva Ri ce. | use she/ her pronouns, and |'m
the Interim chair of the Civilian Conpl aint
Revi ew Board. | would like to call the CCRB's
February (sic) Public Meeting to order.

Woul d the Board please introduce
t hemsel ves now, and I'll start on this side
with Joe Puma.

MR. PUMA: Good afternoon. MW nanme is
Joe Puma. |'mthe Manhattan City Counci
designee to the Board, and | go by he/him
pronouns.

MR. HOGAN: Good afternoon. "' m AU
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1 Hogan. |'ma City Council designee, and | go
2 by he/ him pronouns. And wel come, everybody.
3 MS. NORTHERN: Hi. |I'm June Northern.
4 | am a mayoral appointee from Brookl yn.
5 MR. MERRI TT: Hel | o. My name i s Herman
6 Merritt, City Council designee from Brooklyn.
7 MR. DARCHE: Hi. |'m Jon Darche. | use
8 he/ hi m pronouns, and l'm the Executi ve
9 Director of the CCRB.
10 MR. FOX: Hel | o. Joe Fox, Police
11 Conmm ssi oner representative.
12 MR. JEMMOTT: Good afternoon. M name
13 iIs Kevin Jemott, and |'m a mayoral appointee
14 from Queens.
15 MR. SM TH: Good afternoon. Pat Smth,
16 mayor al appoi ntee, Manhatt an.
17 MS. BROWN- WYANDS: Good afternoon.
18 Charl ane Brown-Wands, Police Comm ssioner
19 desi gnee.
20 CHAI R RICE: Thank you.
21 Is there anyone, Sorin (phonetic), on the
22 i ne?
23 SPEAKER: No.
24 CHAIR RICE: Okay. Terrific.
25 l'd like to ask for a notion to approve

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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t he February board nmeeting m nutes, as
present ed.

MR. SM TH: So noved.

CHAIR RICE: A second?

MR. JEMMOTT: Madam Chair?

CHAI R RI CE: Uh- huh. Did you have a
guestion?

MR. JEMMOTT: Yes. | saw the
I ntroductions fromthe virtual board menmbers,
but | didn't see the introduction fromthe
board nmembers that were present in the
m nut es.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you, Kevin, for
bringing that to |ight.

MR. DARCHE: Chair Rice, if | could
suggest that we table the mnutes until next
nmont h, where we will go over both and we'll
make sure these get corrected.

CHAIR RICE: Thank you. Thank you for
t hat suggesti on.

And t hank you, M. Jemwptt, for
bringing that to our attention. That did --
we did m ss that.

Okay. | joined this board in 2021 and

have wi tnessed firsthand the incredi ble work

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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t hi s agency acconplishes. The CCRB is a core
component of public safety in the City.
Di sciplining officers and holding them
accountable for their m sconduct is a
necessity if we want to see patterns of
m sconduct change. The City Council showed
their faith in the work of the CCRB by
passing a bill in 2021, asking the CCRB to
take on the investigations of racial
profiling and bias-based policing. That same
year, this board voted to include sexual
m sconduct and untruthful statements in the
CCRB's jurisdiction.

The next year, the CCRB began
I nvestigati ng body-worn camera m suse. These
various expansions to our jurisdiction added
3,825 allegations to our docket. \While our
wor k grows, our funding does not. We want to
serve New Yorkers as best we can, and we
believe the best way to serve the City is by
hol di ng all m sconduct account abl e.

Last year, we received 50 percent nore
conplaints than the year before. This is not
due solely to our expanded jurisdiction, but

New Yorkers are filing more conplaints than

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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t hey have in the past ten years. It is
| mpossi ble to take on this much extra work
and not hire nore people. Sadly, this has
resulted in necessary cuts fromthe Agency.
As we announced in Decenber, the CCRB will no

| onger investigate certain allegations, as we
did not have the funding to do so. Thus far,
we have cl osed 406 cases due to budget cuts.
Next week, | will be testifying before
the Public Safety Commttee as to why the
CCRB needs far more funding than we have ever
been granted. No m sconduct should go
unaddressed, but the only way to properly
address all m sconduct is to properly fund
the CCRB. We hope for support fromthe City
Council and the Mayor's Office, as we fight
for sufficient funding for the com ng years,
in order to make New York safe for all of its
people. | will be testifying at the Public
Safety Comm ttee's budget hearing on
Mar ch 20t h. | ook forward to continuing to
advocate for the CCRB to be funded at a |evel
that will enable it to guarantee a fair and
| mpartial investigation to our nei ghbors who

feel they are victims to police m sconduct.
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| will now pass it over to Executive
Di rector Jonathan Darche, who will speak to
continued increase in cases in 2024.

Jon.

MR. DARCHE: Thank you, Chair Rice.

As the Chair just mentioned, the CCRB
received 50 percent nore conplaints in 2023
than in 2022, for a total of 5,550
compl ai nt s. I n January and February of 2024,
we are already on pace to receive even nore
conplaints. W received 15 percent nore
conplaints than we did during the same time
period | ast year. |f we continue to receive
conplaints at this rate, we will receive
6, 200 conmplaints in 2024; that would be the
hi ghest | evel of conplaints since 2010. |f
you | ook quickly at the Agency's open docket,
you woul d see that it was at 1,693 open
I nvestigations on March 1st of this year, as
conpared to 1,630 on March 1lst of |ast year.
This is m sleading because of the new policy
on all egations that we are not investigating.

The open docket was actually 2,000 on
January 1st of 2024. Since then, the Agency

has cl osed 379 conplaints in January and

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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anot her 124 in February, due to the new
policy that we've been forced to adopt
because of budget cuts. That is nore than
500 conplaints all within the Agency's
jurisdiction, that the CCRB will not

I nvestigate. As Chair Rice said, to keep up
with this ever-increasing nunmber of

conpl aints, the CCRB needs a significant
amount of additional staff and resources.

Thi s past Saturday, | spoke at a panel
on the state of civilian oversight in
New Yor k St ate. It was hosted by Assenmbly
Menmber Catalina Cruz and Senator Jamaal
Bail ey at Somos in Al bany. One of the other
panel members was Larry Knox of the Rochester
Police Accountability Board. As we | ook
forward to next week's budget hearing, |
think there mght be something to |earn, by
conparing the relative fiscal commtnments to
the civilian oversight by both cities.

Larry spoke about how the Rochester
Police Accountability Board has a staff of 30
and a budget of $3.5 mllion, to conduct
oversi ght over a police force of

approxi mately 850 people.
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The NYPD is approximately 43 times
bi gger than the Rochester PD. That makes
sense because New York City's population is
roughly 41 times bigger than Rochester's. |

the New York City CCRB was 41 times bigger
t han Rochester's, we would have 1,256 people
on staff. The current proposed budget woul d
limt the CCRB to 228 people. |f the CCRB's
budget was 41 tinmes bigger than the Rochester
Police Accountability Board's budget, the
CCRB' s budget woul d be $146 m |l lion, about
seven times its current size.

New York City has been considered a
| eader in police reform since the inception
of the CCRB, but we are trailing other cities
in terms of funding, staffing, and access to
police records. W hope to begin rectifying
t hese di screpancies and funding the CCRB
appropriately, so that we can continue to
oversee the | argest police force in the
country.

Just a few adm nistrative rem nders as
we go on to the rest of the nmeeting. OQur
office is open for walk-in conmpl aints, but

It's also possible to file conplaints online

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re March Public Meeting NYC - Civilian Conpl ai nt Review Board

© 00 N o o B~ w NP

N N N N N N B P P P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © © N O O » W N B+ O

March 13, 2024

12
at nyc.gov/ccrbcomplaint. That's
N-Y-C.GOV/C-C-R-B-COMP-L-A-1-N-T. By
tel ephone at 1(800)341-2272 or by dialing
3-1-1. | f anyone wi shes to file a conpl ai nt

who is here today or joining us online today,
we have three investigators on hand ready to
take new conplaints; Jillian Bevens, Emm

St ydahar, and Jessica Russo, as well as one o
our CAU associ ates, Brennia Feliciano.

We're going to hear from fol ks who are
joining us online first before we go to
people who are at the meeting in person and
wish to coment. Regardless of whether you
are joining online or here in person, please
keep your comments to four m nutes. I f you
are joining online and wish to participate,
pl ease use the raise-your-hand feature.

Thanks to the staff for their hard
wor k, and thanks again to the menbers of the
public for participating in tonight's
meeti ng.

CHAIR RICE: Thank you so much, Jon.

We'll ask Frank, as you come to join
us, if you can introduce yourself for the

record.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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1 Frank.
2 MR. DWYER: l*m Frank Dwyer. Sorry to
3 join you | ate. " ma Police Conm ssioner
4 representative.
5 CHAI R RICE: Thank you.
6 Does anyone have any questions for our
7 executive director?
8 (No response).
9 CHAIR RICE: Any questions?
10 (No response).
11 CHAIR RICE: Okay. Thank you.
12 We're going to have a presentation from
13 our Deputy Director of Outreach and
14 | nt ergovernnental Affairs, Mster -- wait.
15 No, we're not having Jahi. W're having --
16 he's over there.
17 We're having Maroua Righi. And ny
18 apologies if |I m spronounce your name, and
19 pl ease feel free to correct ne.
20 MS. RIGHI: Good afternoon, everyone. M
21 name is Maroua Righi, and |'m the Deputy
22 Director of outreach and Intergovernment al
23 aAffairs of the Civilian Conmpl ai nt Revi ew
24 Boar d.
25 The CCRB is the nation's | argest

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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i ndependent oversight entity of the | argest
police force in the country. The CCRB
I nvesti gates, nmedi ates, and prosecutes
conpl aints of m sconduct agai nst nmembers of
the NYPD. And the agency is governed by a
15- menber board with five seats appoi nted by
t he Mayor, five appointed by City Council,
t hree designated by the Police Conm ssioner,
one appointed by the Public Advocate, and the
Chair is appointed jointly by the Mayor and
City Council.

The CCRB i nvesti gates abuses of force,
abuse of authority, discourtesy, and
of fensive | anguage. On Septenber 9th of
2023, the Office of Managenment and Budget
announced cityw de budget cuts. So, as a
result, the CCRB is no |longer able to fully
I nvestigate certain cases within its
jurisdiction. After careful consideration,
effective January 1, 2024, the CCRB suspended
I nvestigating the followi ng; failure to
provide Right-to-Know Act cards with no other
al |l egations, refusal to provide nanme or
shield number with no other allegations,

di scourteous words or actions with no other

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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al |l egations, threats with no action with no
ot her allegations, refusal to process a
civilian complaint with no other allegations,

property seizures with to other allegations
forceable renoval to hospital with no other

al | egations, untruthful statements with no

ot her allegations, and |astly, any conpl aint

t hat has only the above-referenced
al | egati ons.
The CCRB will resume investigating
t hese cases as soon as the City all ocates
sufficient funding to do so. If a conplain

contains one of the above allegations, in

t

addition to other allegations that still fall

with CCRB jurisdiction, every allegation in
the complaint will still be investigated.
So, if a person would like to file a CCRB
conpl aint, they can do so by filing the
conpl aint online at our website

nyc. gov/ccrbconplaint. You could also cal
the CCRB at our nunmber 1(800)341-CCRB. And
remenber, if you see footage of m sconduct
social media or in the news, you can still
file a complaint, even if you weren't there

I n person.

on

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re March Public Meeting NYC - Civilian Conpl ai nt Review Board

© 00 N o o B~ w NP

N N N N N N B P P P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © © N O O » W N B+ O

March 13, 2024
16

There's a few other ways: You can al so
visit us at our office. W're |ocated at
100 Church Street, 10th Floor, here in
Manhattan. You can also file a conpl aint at
your |l ocal police precinct. NYPD is required
to accept CCRB conmpl aints at any precinct.
And you can request a conplaint form and
post age free envel ope.

Now, | will ask our Staten |sland
outreach coordinator to discuss Staten |sl and
outreach.

MR. COBBI NA: Good afternoon. My name
I's Prince Cobbina. | am the Staten Island
outreach coordi nator. So, I'"'mjust here to
give an overview of year up to date, fromthe
begi nning of the year to now, what outreach
activities been going on in Staten Island, so
' mjust going to give a brief data.

So, the year to date, we encountered at
| east 1,720 people, individuals, you know,
giving informati on about CCRB. Regards to
outreach events up to the year is 50,
outreach events partners to the date, 21;
compl aints received 2023 to date from St aten

| sland is 246, conplaints closed from 2023 to

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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date is 278, for the substantiated cases from
23 to date is 70.

So, some of the outreaches, there are
pi ctures on the board, on the screen, rather.
The first on the top left is nmyself and with
some of the CMS programs, | know Brother AU.
CMS, True 2 Life, definitely, we work with
them on Staten |sland, you know, doing a | ot
of things on Staten |Island, giving out flyers
and as well as helping them you know,
conduct their services as well. And, al so,
on the bottomright, sonme of our CCRB
initiative, which is the CCRB Cares. Mself
hel pi ng one of the Muslim conmmunity on Staten
| sl and, you know, giving out food to the
parish and as well as the members in the
community. And, also, some of the other
activities on Martin Luther King's Day, a day
of service, | was able to work with some of
the elected officials on Staten |sl and,
Assembl yman Charles Fall, Counsel Woman
Hanks, as well as Senator Spanton. The
Borough President was there as well, so we
were able to clean up some of the portions of

Staten | sl and.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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And the m ddle picture is one of the
presentations | conducted at A Chance In
Life. A Chance In Life is another
organi zation on Staten Island which -- they
work with young i ndividuals, young youth on
Staten Island, that's to educate them with
| eader shi p and empowerment. So, | was asked

to cone in to speak to them about, you know,
t he CCRB, what we provide and things |ike
t hat .

The | ast picture is one of the recent
Yout h Empower ment Summ t, which is by Island
Voi ce and Canvas Institute by a gentl eman
named Bobby Digi; that was done probably |ike
a week or two ago. So, it was a |ot of teens
fromdifferent parts of Staten Island cone in
to discuss any current events, as well as any
concerns that the teens is having. And they
have breakout rooms where it's tal king about

gun vi ol ence and other activities. They have

breakout rooms. So, | was able to go in --
and as well as tabling as well, so | was
doi ng bot h.

So, after they finish the breakout

room they will come and get information from

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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my table, and as well | give them nore

expl anation about CCRB, you know, the
structure, the complaints, howto file and
all those things like that. So, this is some
of the things that's going on in Staten

| sland right now through March, but it's

al ways sonmet hi ng goi ng on.

Thank you.

MS. RIGHI: Thank you, Prince.

So, just to end, if anyone would |ike
to request an outreach presentation, they can
reach out by e-mailing outreach@crb.nyc. gov,
and please follow us on social media. W
have the sanme user nane on |Instagram Twitter
and Facebook at CCRB_NYC.

Thank you.

MR. DARCHE: Madam Chair, | probably
shoul d have explained this before, but as you
know, in the past, we've tried to go to every
borough at | east once during the year, and
we' ve been unable to do so this year after
t he budget cuts. And so, we're stil
commtted to giving each borough, once a
year, time in the spotlight. And | want to

t hank Prince for joining Maroua in giving

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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t hat presentation. It was very hel pful.

CHAIR RICE: Very much. Thank you so
much. | know | enjoyed hearing the
addi tional information.

So, that means we'll be hearing from
each one of the boroughs over the course of
t he next couple of nonths?

MR. DARCHE: Yes.

CHAIR RICE: Okay. Terrific. Good.
Good. | look forward to that.

Are there any questions from ot her
menbers of the Board?

AU.

MR. HOGAN: | just want to say that |
really appreciate the presentation. And it's
good seeing Staten Island being in front of
sonmething in New York City. But yeah, on a
serious note, the brother that Prince talked
about, one of the brothers from CMS, Iron
M ke Perry, lost his brother this past week,
and | just wanted to send condol ences to him
and his famly on the Board. You know, the
work is very conplicated what we do out
t here, you know, and | just want to put that

out.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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And Prince, thank you for the work out
t here, man.

MR. COBBI NA: That happened this past
weekend, so we're dealing with that as well
on Staten Island in regards to his brother,
so -- and he was part of the CMS program
too, and it's kind of difficult for them
goi ng through that, but they're still out
there in the streets doing what they're
doing. They're not stopping, so ny hats goes
off to them the guys and the | adies out,
it's -- they do amazing things on Staten
| sl and, so...

MR. HOGAN: So do you. Thank you, man.

(Laughter).

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you, AU.

Thank you, Prince, again.

Any ot her questions or conmments from
t he members of the Board?

(No response).

CHAIR RICE: Okay. Thank you. W
really appreciated that presentation.

We have anot her board menber who has
j oi ned us.

Esmer al da, can you state your name for

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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the record, please.

MS. S| MVONS: Esmer al da Si nmons. [''m
an appoi ntee of the Public Advocate Jumaane
Wlilliams. | hail from Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn.

CHAIR RICE: Terrific. Good to see
you, Esneral da.

We will now enter the public coment
portion of the meeting. We will begin with
t hose joining us virtually who would like to
make a coment, followed by those who are
joining us in person. For those joining
virtually, please use the raise-your-hand
feature, and please keep your coments to
four m nutes.

Al'l righty. Jahi, would you call on
the first person, virtually.

MR. ROSE: Okay. So, so far, there are
no hands raised for the public coment
section online.

CHAIR RICE: No one virtually? No one.
OCkay. Great. Thank you.

For those who are joining us in person
and are interested in making a public
comment, please |ine up behind the podium

We're going to ask you to keep your coments

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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to four m nutes, anyone who is joining us in
person who would Iike to make a comment
t oday.

(No response).

CHAIR RICE: Okay. Seeing none, do we
have any old business to come before the
Board this evening?

(No response).

CHAI R RI CE: Do we have any old
busi ness to come before the Board; any old
busi ness?

(No response).

CHAIR RICE: Okay. Do we have any new

busi ness to come before the Board?
(No response).

CHAIR RICE: Okay. Hearing none, |'m
going to now nove that we break into
Executive Session. The agenda for the
Executive Session is the Board will undergo
training, the Executive Director will discuss
pendi ng personnel actions, and the general
counsel will update the Board on pending
litigation. | would like to call the March
Board meeting, the CCRB, to a close.

Do | have a nmotion for us to call the
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board neeting to a cl ose?

MR. DARCHE: So, just to be clear, the
nmotion is to adjourn to Executive Session.

CHAI R RI CE: |*'m sorry. Yes, thank
you.

Do | have a notion to adjourn to the
Executi ve Session?

MR. MERRITT: So noved.

CHAIR RICE: Okay. Do | have a second?

MS. BROWN- WYANDS:  Second.

CHAIR RICE: Okay. So noved.

The March neeting public session is
adj ourned. Thank you.

(TIME NOTED: 4:33 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF NEW YORK)
: SS
COUNTY OF QUEENS)

I, Sabrina Brown Stewart, a Notary Public
within and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify:

That the witness whose exam nation is
her ei nbefore set forth was duly sworn and that such
an exam nation is a true record of the testi nmony
given by such a witness.

| further certify that | amnot related to
any of these parties to this action by bl ood or
marriage, and that | amnot in any way interested in
t he outconme of this matter.

IN W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand on this 21st day of March, 2024.

Sebrota Brows— Olawarts

Sabrina Brown Stewart
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