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1                      Proceedings

2            MR. DAVIE:  Hi.  I'd like to call

3    this meeting Wednesday, December 12, 2018,

4    meeting of the Civilian Complaint Review

5    Board to order.

6            And before I give a few brief

7    remarks, I'd like to entertain a motion to

8    approve the minutes.

9            Is there a motion?

10            MR. DWYER:  So motioned.

11            MR. DAVIE:  Is there a second?

12            MR. RIVADENEYRA:  Aye.

13            MR. DAVIE:  Are there any

14    corrections or additions to the minutes?

15            (No response.)

16            MR. DAVIE:  Hearing none.

17            All those in favor of approving

18    the minutes as we have them please say

19    aye.

20            (Chorus of ayes.)

21            MR. DAVIE:  Opposed no.

22            (No response.)

23            MR. DAVIE:  The ayes have it.  The

24    minutes are passed.

25            I want to welcome you to this
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2    meeting.  As is the case with many of us

3    the end of the year is a time for

4    reflection.  It's a time for reflection

5    for me and I've been thinking a great deal

6    about my time at CCRB over the last year.

7            At about this time in 2017, Mayor

8    de Blasio appointed me as acting chair of

9    the agency.  At the time I had been a

10    member of the board for a little over a

11    year.  And I quickly learned being chair

12    -- that with being chair comes a whole new

13    level of responsibility.

14            Is that right, Mr. Eason?

15            MR. EASON:  Absolutely.

16            MR. DAVIE:  Okay.  Just checking.

17            But it also comes with a whole lot

18    of opportunity to make a difference in the

19    City of New York.  And that's really at

20    the heart of why I take seriously this job

21    as chair of the CCRB.

22            But I think the greatest lesson

23    I've learned thus far is that it really is

24    a team effort and it involves everybody

25    here.  The CCRB wouldn't have been able to
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2    accomplish the things that it did in 2018

3    without the tireless efforts of my

4    colleagues on this board and all of you

5    who are the agency staff and who actually

6    do all of the work every day.

7            This year we passed a resolution

8    that declared the CCRB's authority to

9    investigate allegations of sexual

10    misconduct.  And investigators took on the

11    work of training on that front so that we

12    can better serve all New Yorkers.  We

13    engaged in a city-wide effort to ensure

14    that residents of this city understand the

15    Right to Know Act, a new law aimed at

16    protecting the rights of civilians and

17    ultimately moving us toward better

18    police-community relations.

19            We delivered hundreds of

20    presentations at schools, senior centers,

21    libraries, and other locations going to

22    all five boroughs so that more New Yorkers

23    can understand how the CCRB can be a

24    resource to them.

25            As I think about all that, I also
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2    think about how this all started.  On

3    Monday -- this past Monday -- we had the

4    great fortune, as most of you know, of

5    being able to recognize Mayor David

6    Dinkins for his foresight and political

7    courage in creating an independent

8    oversight agency more than 25 years ago.

9    And I'm old enough to remember when it

10    actually happened.

11            After such a wonderful celebration

12    of the past and a reflection of where we

13    are at present, I am inspired and hopeful

14    about the future of the CCRB perhaps now

15    more than ever.

16            I think John is going to talk to

17    you in a few minutes about the Youth

18    Summit.  But I want to -- I also want to

19    note that the Youth Summit is part of that

20    hope that I feel.

21            We're closing 2018 and looking

22    forward to starting 2019 by hearing from

23    young people, the next generation of New

24    Yorkers, about their experiences with

25    members of the NYPD.  The enthusiasm and
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2    optimism we see in these young people; the

3    belief that they can make a difference;

4    that's what drives me.  And I think it

5    drives all of us at here at the CCRB to do

6    all that we can, not only to hold police

7    accountable and to improve oversight of

8    the New York City Police Department --

9    civilian independent oversight but also to

10    improve community relations, to make this

11    city a safer and better place for

12    everyone.

13            Thank you and I'll now turn it to

14    our Executive Director, Mr. Darche.

15            MR. DARCHE:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

16            Fred very eloquently described

17    Monday's event.  I just want to thank the

18    board for allowing me to participate.  It

19    was an amazing event.  It was an honor to

20    be a part of it.

21            I'm not going to go through the

22    list that Fred went through of all the

23    things we've done this year, but I want to

24    thank the staff for their hard work.  And

25    let you all know that next year I expect
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2    the same because we have a lot more to do.

3            In February we are having the

4    youth -- our Youth Summit as the chair

5    said.  We've actually set up a youth

6    advisory council because we want this

7    summit to be about youth, for youth, by

8    youth so that we can really listen to

9    members of the community who are sometimes

10    the least heard but most affected by

11    police.

12            We originally set out to have 15

13    members of the youth advisory council but

14    we had such an overwhelming response,

15    we've increased the number of members to

16    20.  It will have young people ages 11 to

17    24 from all five boroughs.  And we're

18    looking forward to their insight in

19    planning February's Youth Summit.

20            As many of you know, agency and

21    NYPD disciplinary records are covered by

22    50 -- Civil Rights Law 50a.  So when

23    people speak in the public session right

24    now we're going to ask that you not

25    discuss individual incidents that might
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2    have occurred to you.  Instead we have

3    investigators here.  Zev and Magdalena,

4    can you guys stand up so people can see

5    you in the room?  If you -- if you have an

6    incident that you would like to discuss

7    that happened to you personally or you

8    were a witness of, they are available to

9    discuss those with you tonight.

10            Thank you, Mr. Chair.

11            MR. DAVIE:  Thank you, Mr. Darche.

12            Let me ask the board members if

13    they will introduce themselves and if they

14    have any remarks we'll allow you to do

15    them at this time.

16            We'll start with Mr. Siegal.

17            MR. SIEGAL:  I'm John Siegal.  I'm

18    mayoral designee.

19            And Mr. Chair, I just thank you

20    for your efforts over the last year in

21    ministering to the agency and the staff in

22    a way that I think has been very positive

23    and effective for everyone.

24            MR. DAVIE:  Thank you.

25            MR. RIVADENEYRA:  Michael
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2    Rivadeneyra.  I am the Bronx City

3    Council's designee to the board.

4            I also want to say thank you,

5    Mr. Chair, for your leadership.  I'm still

6    not here a full year but it's been a very

7    busy year.  I also want to thank the staff

8    for everything that they have done to

9    support us.  Thank you.

10            MR. EASON:  Good evening,

11    everyone.  My name is Lindsay Eason.  I am

12    a police representative.

13            I would like to also acknowledge

14    Chair Davie, Director Darche for the great

15    job that they have done over the last year

16    or so.  I would also like to take this

17    opportunity to acknowledge the great job

18    that was done at the 25th anniversary to

19    recognize the honorable Mayor Dinkins for

20    getting this all started.

21            Chair Davie, Director Darche,

22    Executive Assistant Jerika Richardson, and

23    Director of Outreach Yojaira -- did I get

24    it right -- and everyone else that was a

25    part of making that program so successful.
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2    Thank you.

3            MR. DAVIE:  Thank you, Mr. Eason.

4            MR. PEGUERO:  Good evening.  My

5    name is Ramon Peguero.  I'm the Queens

6    County designee by City Council.

7            I concur with what Chair Davie

8    said about the work that has been done.  I

9    want to commend you, Mr. Chair, for your

10    leadership, for your ability to allow

11    every board member to have a voice, and

12    the confidence to speak on issues and

13    matters that effect the citizens of New

14    York.

15            And, Director Darche, thank you so

16    much for the stability and the growth that

17    you have brought to the CCRB.  I believe

18    that your leadership has been uniquely

19    important in the growth and in the work

20    that we have done this year.

21            To the entire staff, thank you for

22    putting up with us, thank you for

23    informing us, and thank you for the

24    education that you give us every single

25    day.  Thank you.
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2            MR. DWYER:  I'm Frank Dwyer.  I'm

3    a police department representative.

4            I fear joining this because, Fred,

5    I'm beginning to feel like it's your

6    eulogy.  But I honor your dignity and

7    grace.  And thank you -- thank you for all

8    you do.

9            MR. DAVIE:  I'm just glad

10    everybody got the memo.

11            Mr. Puma, would you like to say

12    hello and a few words.

13            MR. PUMA:  Sure.  I missed -- I

14    just came in so I wasn't sure if there was

15    any particular other points to cover in

16    the introduction.

17            MR. DAVIE:  Not at all.

18            MR. PUMA:  All right.  So good

19    afternoon, everyone.  I'm Joseph Puma.

20    I'm the Manhattan City Council designee on

21    the board.  Actually, yesterday marked my

22    5th year since appointment to the board.

23            (Applause.)

24            MR. CARATERRA:  Hi, everybody.

25    I'm Sal Caraterra.  I'm a police
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2    commissioner designee.

3            Fred, I got the memo so I --

4    actually, I do want to compliment Fred and

5    John and everyone that works -- this is

6    not an easy job.  There's a lot of

7    different opinions.  There's a lot of

8    debate and it goes back and forth.

9            And I have to tell you that we've

10    always had it but Fred and John bring a

11    nice balance to the table.  Gentleman to

12    deal with, open, and very professional.

13            And as Joe, who just got here --

14    I'm here about three and a half.  Joe Puma

15    -- and I'll talk to one board member -- is

16    like Fred and is like John in that also

17    probably -- don't take this the wrong way

18    -- probably -- Joe is probably one of the

19    hardest board members working on this

20    board, the most prepared always, and just

21    a good guy to run things off.  Thank you,

22    everybody.

23            MR. DAVIE:  Thank you.

24            MR. PUMA:  Thank you, Sal, for a

25    wonderful compliment.
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2            MR. EASON:  Mr. Chair, I'd like to

3    have a do-over.  In my acknowledgment I

4    omitted agency counsel Matthew Kadushin

5    that was there Monday also.  And to

6    acknowledge all of those that make CCRB

7    possible, the staff.  Thank you very much

8    for what you do and how you do it.

9            MR. DAVIE:  Here, here.

10            And just let me say, it's been a

11    joy to work with all of you and

12    particularly to work very closely, almost

13    on a daily basis, with John and Jerika and

14    Matt.  They're quite the trio and I hope

15    we've made a fairly decent foursome.  It's

16    been a lot of fun and, I think, hopefully

17    it's been somewhat productive.

18            And, again, to the board and to

19    all of you, it's just really a privilege

20    to do this work.  Thank you.

21            MR. DARCHE:  One thing I forgot to

22    mention during my report was the date of

23    Youth Summit, which is February 26th.

24            I see a lot of young people out

25    there in the audience today.  And I'd like
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2    to urge you all to note it on your

3    calendars because we'd love to see you all

4    at the summit.

5            MR. DAVIE:  Thank you.

6            Is there any new business to come

7    before the board?

8            (No response.)

9            MR. DAVIE:  Any old business to

10    come before the board?

11            (No response.)

12            MR. DAVIE:  Public comment?

13    Anybody have anything they want to say?

14            (No response.)

15            MR. DAVIE:  All right.  Hearing

16    none --

17            MR. DARCHE:  I saw some of our

18    younger members of the audience come in

19    late.  Is there anything you guys want to

20    say or are you just here to watch?

21    Because we'd be interested in any comments

22    that you guys have.

23            UNKNOWN SPEAKER NO. 1:  Here to

24    watch.

25            UNKNOWN SPEAKER NO. 2:  Not at the
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2    moment.

3            MR. DAVIE:  All right.  Hearing no

4    for the comments, the chair will entertain

5    a motion to adjourn to Executive Session.

6            Is there a motion?

7            MR. PEGUERO:  So moved.

8            MR. DAVIE:  Is there a second?

9            All those in favor of adjourning

10    to Executive Session please say aye.

11            (Chorus of ayes.)

12            MR. DAVIE:  Opposed no.

13            (No response given.)

14            MR. DAVIE:  The ayes have it.  We

15    are adjourned.  Thank you.

16            (Time noted:  4:18 p.m.)
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