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NYC COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS CELEBRATES ASIAN-AMERICAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER 

HERITAGE MONTH. 
 

CCHR Leads Civil Rights and Solidarity Walking Tour, a Guided Journey Through New York City’s 
Rich History of Activism.  

 
Tour Culminates With Pop-up Art Installation at the Chinese-American Planning Council Uplifting 
AAPI Youth Experiences and CCHR’s 2020-2021 Artist-In-Residence, Amanda Phingbodhipakkiya. 
 
NEW YORK, NY—In honor of Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month, today 
the New York City Commission on Human Rights (CCHR) will hold two signature events 
centering AAPI voices and exploring the rich history of solidarity and activism in Manhattan’s 
Chinatown and the Lower East Side (LES). As the agency tasked with promoting intercultural 
understanding, these events exemplify CCHR’s mission. The walking tour visits various sites of 
historical significance and ends at the Chinese American Planning Council (CPC) where CCHR is 
hosting a pop-up art show exhibiting young AAPI artists. The flow of these events symbolizes 
the importance of honoring history while also listening to the voices of the future. 
 
“I am excited to honor AAPI Heritage Month with both the ‘Civil Rights and Solidarity Walking 
Tour’ and the art exhibition with our storied partners, the Chinese-American Planning Council,” 
said CCHR Commissioner and Chair, Annabel Palma. “Community organizing between and 
among New York City’s diverse communities is a cornerstone of our history and identity. Even in 
the most challenging times, again and again we can point to moments where intercultural 
exchange and art healed our great city.” 
 
“The Chinese-American Planning Council is excited to partner with the New York City 
Commission on Human Rights to highlight AAPI Heritage Month and the history of cross-racial 
solidarity in New York City,” said CPC President and CEO, Wayne Ho. “CPC was founded during 
the peak of the civil rights movement in the 1960’s, and the struggle for Asian American civil 
rights has always been inextricably intertwined with the fight for social and racial justice across 
Black, Latinx, and Indigenous communities. We appreciate the opportunity to participate in the 
walking tour and are honored to elevate the work of young, local AAPI artists and Amanda 
Phingbodhipakkiya at CPC One, our new intergenerational mixed-use development and 
headquarters. We look forward to our continued partnership with the New York City 
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Commission on Human Rights to promote inclusion and equity for individuals of all racial, 
ethnic, gender, sexual, and immigrant identities." 
 
“I welcome the opportunity to share past and current stories that emanate from these two 
historic New York communities,” said Commissioner Rockwell Chin. “The emphasis on this tour 
will be to highlight examples of solidarity and intergroup cooperation while also seeking to 
embrace the rich heritage of activism in Chinatown and the LES. We can learn much from the 
stories that emanate from our New York neighborhoods. I have lived on the LES for over 40 
years and am especially impressed by the history of grassroots activism and solidarity that is 
characteristic of the history of the LES and Chinatown. I am honored to have been invited to 
lead the Commission’s first ‘Civil Rights and Solidarity Walking Tour!’” Much appreciation to the 
agency’s Community Relations Bureau that came up with this creative way to celebrate Asian 
Pacific Islander Month.” 
 
The walking tour explores the history of organizing and community solidarity in some of the 
city’s most iconic neighborhoods, Manhattan’s Chinatown and the LES, and is led by former 
CCHR Commissioner and Chair Rockwell “Rocky” Chin. Commissioner Chin will detail stories of 
diverse communities, who as neighbors, united to combat social injustice in the face of 
adversity. This tour aims to highlight shared histories and remind New Yorkers of how collective 
action for civil rights has shaped this city. The journey will explore sites such as Columbus Park, 
a place known for its long history of community organizing, and Five Points where 
Commissioner Chin will detail how mutual aid and organizing emerged from poverty. The tour 
goes beyond discussing history to foster a sense of community that recognizes shared struggles 
and victories.  The tour will happen periodically throughout the year. Upcoming dates will be 
available on CCHR’s website.  
 
The walking tour will culminate in a pop-up art show organized by CCHR and hosted by the CPC, 
a social services organization founded in 1965 that empowers Asian-American, immigrant, and 
low-income communities in New York City by ensuring they have equitable access to resources 
and opportunities needed to thrive. The event will showcase artwork by AAPI youth and will 
touch on themes of representation, sexual harassment, and history as it relates to the AAPI 
community.  
 
The art event will also highlight pieces by CCHR’s 2020-2021 artist-in-residence, Amanda 
Phingbodhipakkiya. In 2020, Phingbodhipakkiya’s created ‘I Still Believe in Our City’ with CCHR. 
The works featured in “I Still Believe in Our City” couples striking visuals with statistics about 
discrimination AAPI New Yorkers faced amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. The images include 
words and phrases that have been uttered in hate, juxtaposed with bright colors, symbolic 
imagery, and portraits of defiant and proud AAPI New Yorkers. Nestling the ugly language in 
beautiful symbolism was intentional: AAPI artist Phingbodhipakkiya showed that despite what 
AAPI New Yorkers have faced, they remain undeterred and steadfast members of New York 
City’s communities. 
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The New York City Commission on Human Rights enforces the New York City Human Rights 
Law—one of the most comprehensive civil rights laws in the nation. The Law includes 27 
protected classes in housing, employment, and public accommodations. If you have witnessed 
or experienced discrimination, contact the Commission at 212-416- 0197 or 
www.nyc.gov/reportdiscrimination.  
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