
 
 

 

Promulgation Details for 1 RCNY 4000-01 
 
 
 
This rule became effective on July, 11, 2019. 
 
 
Since such date, one or more amendments have been made to this rule. Each rule amendment 
has its own effective date and Statement of Basis and Purpose. 
 
 
Below you will find one or more rule amendments (the most recent appearing at the top), followed 
by the original rule. 
 
 
The effective date of each amendment and the original rule can be found at the top of each 
“NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF RULE.” 
 
 

 

 



This rule has an effective date of 12-21-25
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Statement of Basis and Purpose of Rule  

  

Local Law 128 of 2024 becomes effective on December 21, 2025. Local Law 128 repealed 

Chapter 3 of Title 27 of the New York City Administrative Code, made the Electrical Code a part 

of the New York City construction codes (“Construction Codes”) and made amendments to it.  

This revision allows for and standardizes many agency practices related to this area of regulation. 

 

The proposed amendments to the rule were published in the City Record on October 14, 2025 . A 

hearing was held on November 13, 2025. No comments were received. 

 

Various rules are amended to reflect these changes, and the rule includes general amendments to 

some civil penalties. Specifically, the amendments: 

 

• Renumber section 34-06 to 4000-02 and update the rule to conform to our current rule 

numbering practices and to reflect the new citations in Local Law 128. 

• Renumber section 34-07 to 4000-03 and update the rule to conform to our current rule 

numbering practices and to reflect the new citations in Local Law 128. 

• Renumber section 35-01 to 4000-04 and update the rule to reflect the new citations in 

Local Law 128. 

• Update section 101-12 to reflect the new citations in Local Law 128. 

• Update section 101-14 to reflect a new citation in Local Law 128. 

• Update section 102-01 to refer to the 2025 Electrical Code, as well as make other edits to 

the rule, including the following: 

o Update Electrical Code violation penalties to be in line with penalties for similar 

violations that are found throughout the Construction Codes. 

o Update references to reflect the 2025 Electrical Code. 

o Update penalty amounts of the violations for “Failure to provide unobstructed exit 

passageway” and “Failure to perform successful hydrostatic pressure test of 

standpipe system” to match similar violations. 

o Eliminate the violations for “Failure to use approved conductors and/or 

equipment” Class 2 and “Failure to use approved conductors and/or equipment” 

Class 3 as those violations are essentially the same as the violations for EC 

110.2(A). 

o Update by adding 2022 New York City Construction Codes language to the 

section of law column for violations that only have references to the 2008 New 

York City Construction Codes and 2014 New York City Construction Codes. 

• Update section 104-01 to reflect the new citations in Local Law 128. 

• Update section 104-26 to include Master Electricians and Special Electricians. 

• Update section 4000-01 to account for changes made in the 2025 Electrical Code, as well 

as make other edits to the rule, including the following: 

o Add that the $1,000 filing fee for special permission must be paid as specified for a 

variation of the Construction Codes in section 101-03 of the rules of the 

Department. 

o Clarify that any new amendments made to plan reviews that were filed under the 

Electrical Advisory Board (EAB), which was eliminated in 2019, including Post 
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Amendment Approvals (PAAs), must be refiled in accordance with the 

requirements of section 4000-01.    

 

The Department of Buildings’ authority for these rules is found in sections 643 and 1043 of the 

New York City Charter, Section 28-202.1 of the New York City Administrative Code, and Local 

Law 128 of 2024. 

 

New material is underlined.  

[Deleted material is in brackets.]  

Asterisks (***) indicate unamended text.  

  

“Shall” and “must” denote mandatory requirements and may be used interchangeably in the rules 

of this department, unless otherwise specified or unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.  

 

 

 

Section 1. Section 34-06 of Title 1 of the rules of the city of New York is renumbered 

section 4000-02 and amended to read as follows: 

 

§[34-06]4000-02 Electrical Code Revision and Interpretation Committee. In accordance with 

section [27-3005(a)(7)] 83.2(4) of the [Administrative] Electrical Code, the Commissioner shall 

appoint a special committee to be known as the “electrical code revision and interpretation 

committee”. The committee may propose to the [commissioner]Commissioner local amendments 

to the NEC and shall, upon request, provide interpretations and clarifications of the Electrical 

Code Technical Standards. The number of members and their organizational affiliations shall be 

at the discretion of the Commissioner. The members of the committee shall be appointed 

[annually] and shall serve at the pleasure of the Commissioner. The Committee shall have a 

Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary appointed annually by the Commissioner. All proposed local 

amendments to the NEC adopted or considered for adoption by the city shall be submitted to the 

committee for review. 

 

§2. Section 34-07 of Title 1 of the rules of the city of New York is renumbered section 

4000-03 and amended to read as follows: 

 

§[34-07]4000-03 Electrical Code Advisory Committee. In accordance with section [27-

3005(a)(7)] 83.2(4) of the [Administrative] Electrical Code, the Commissioner shall appoint a 

special committee to be known as the “electrical code advisory committee”. The committee shall 

advise the Commissioner regarding the approval of local amendments to the NEC proposed by 

the Electrical Code Revision and Interpretation Committee and the implementation of such 

amendments, and shall act as a conduit between the Department and the electrical industry 

regarding such proposed amendments and their implementation. The members of the committee 

shall be appointed [annually] and shall serve at the pleasure of the Commissioner. The number of 

members and their organizational affiliations shall be at the discretion of the Commissioner. The 

Committee shall have a Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary appointed annually by the 
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Commissioner. The Commissioner shall submit all local amendments to the edition of the 

National Fire Protection Association NFPA 70 NEC currently adopted or being considered for 

adoption by the city to the committee for review. 

 

§3 Section 35-01 of Title 1 of the rules of the city of New York is renumbered section 

4000-04 and amended to read as follows: 

 

§[35-01]4000-04 Designation of Private Agencies to Perform Electrical Inspections in the 

City of New York. 

 

(a)  Grounds for certification and renewal of certification. The [commissioner] 

Commissioner may grant and each January thereafter renew certification of private electrical 

inspection agencies, provided: 

 

(1)  the agency applying for certification certifies in writing that each of the inspectors 

it shall employ to conduct the inspections permitted by [§27-3005(2)(b)] §83.2(1)(b) of 

the [Administrative] Electrical Code shall possess five years of experience as an 

electrician or inspector of electrical installation; or three years of experience as an 

electrician or inspector of electrical installation plus two years of education at an 

accredited college technical school in a program emphasizing courses in electrical 

installations or education toward a baccalaureate degree in Electrical Engineering or 

Engineering Technology with an emphasis on electrical installation or repair. Two of the 

requisite years of working experience as an electrician or inspector of electrical 

installation [shall]must be experience in the installation of lighting, heating and power. 

Experience and education must be acceptable to the Department of Buildings and is 

subject to the Commissioner's [Review] review and approval; and 

 

*** 

(4)  the agency prohibits its inspectors and other employees from accepting any 

gratuities or other benefit for work performed pursuant to these regulations and [§27-

3005(2)(b)] §83.2(1)(b) of the [Administrative] Electrical Code; and 

 

(5)  the agency does not conduct an inspection pursuant to [§27-3005(2)(b)] 

§83.2(1)(b) of the [Administrative] Electrical Code of any work performed by any of its 

own officers, employees, or any other persons associated with the agency; and 

 

***  

 

(b) Right to deny or revoke certification 

 

(1)  The [commissioner] Commissioner or his or her designee may deny or revoke 

certification where investigation reveals any of the following:  

(i) the agency has failed to comply with any of the provisions enumerated in §[35-

01]4000-04(a) of these rules and regulations; 

 

***  
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(3)  Where the [commissioner] Commissioner or his or her designee, in his or her 

discretion, deems that continued certification of the agency would be likely to create a 

condition of imminent peril to public safety, the revocation determination shall be 

effective immediately. In such an instance, the agency shall be entitled to a hearing 

pursuant to §[35-01] 4000-04(b)(2) of the rules at the next available scheduled hearing 

session before the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings. 

 

***  

 

§4. Subdivisions (a) and (b) of section 101-12 of Title 1 of the rules of the city of New 

York are amended to read as follows: 

 

(a)  Scope. The Office of Technical Certification and Research ("OTCR")[,] is responsible for 

approving materials pursuant to Article 113 of the New York City Construction Codes 

("Construction Codes") and section [27-3005] 83 of the New York City [Administrative] 

Electrical Code. Materials approved pursuant to [27-3005] section 83 are subject to the 

requirements set forth in the New York City Electrical Code and section 4000-01 of these rules. 

 

(b)  References. See Sections 28-103.9, 28-103.10, 28-113.1 to 28-113.4 and 28-114.1 to 28-

114.4 [and Chapter 3 of title 27] of the New York City Administrative Code ("Administrative 

Code"), the New York City Electrical Code, and section 4000-01 of these rules. 

 

§5. Subdivision (b) of section 101-14 of Title 1 of the rules of the city of New York is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

(b)  References. See Administrative Code sections 28-105.1, 28-105.4, item [6]11 and 28-

105.4.2.1. 

 

§6. Subdivision (i) of section 102-01 of Title 1 of the rules of the city of New York is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

(i)  Legal References.  The legal references referred to in the table below, which reflect the 

classification of violations and the Penalty Schedule, include the following: 

 

***  

 

(2)  Chapter 1 of Title 27 of the NYC Administrative Code (also known as the “1968 

Building Code”) [and Chapter 3 of the same (also known as the “Electrical Code”)]. 

References to [these chapters] this chapter [of Title 27 of the NYC Administrative Code] 

begin with “27-” (for example, “27-371”). The citation “27-Misc.” refers to provisions of 

Title 27 that are not specifically designated elsewhere in the table. 

 

(3)  The “New York City Construction Codes,” which consist of: 

  - The New York City Plumbing Code (PC) 

  - The New York City Building Code (BC) 

  - The New York City Mechanical Code (MC) 

  - The New York City Fuel Gas Code (FGC) 
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  - The New York City Energy Conservation Code (ECC) 

  - The New York City Electrical Code (EC) 

 

References to these New York City Construction Codes are designated by the various 

abbreviations set out above (for example, “BC3010.1”). The New York City Electrical Code 

includes references to sections of the National Fire Protection Association NFPA 70 

National Electrical Code as adopted and/or amended by New York City. The citations “BC-

Misc.”, “PC-Misc.”, “MC-Misc.”, “FGC-Misc.”, “ECC-R Misc.”, [and] “ECC-C Misc.”, 

and “EC-Misc.” refer to provisions of the New York City Building, Plumbing, Mechanical, 

Fuel Gas, [or] Energy Conservation, or Electrical codes that are not specifically designated 

elsewhere in the table.  

 

***  

 

[(8) Electrical Code Technical Standards. References to sections of the National Fire 

Protection Association NFPA 70 National Electrical Code as adopted and/or amended by 

New York City begin with “EC” (for example, “EC 250.14”). The citation “EC-Misc” refers 

to provisions of the Electrical Code Technical Standards that are not specifically designated 

elsewhere in the table.] 

 

([9]8)  2008 code. References to the 2008 code pertain to the New York City Construction 

Codes effective on July 1, 2008 and any applicable subsequent amendments prior to 

December 31, 2014. 

 

([10]9)  2014 code. References to the 2014 code pertain to the amendments and 

additions to the New York City Construction Codes effective on December 31, 2014 and 

any applicable subsequent amendments. 

 

([11]10)  2022 code. References to the 2022 code pertain to the amendments and 

additions to the New York City Construction Codes effective on November 7, 2022 and any 

applicable subsequent amendments. 

 

(11)  2011 EC code. References to the 2011 EC code pertain to Chapter 3 of Title 27 of 

the NYC Administrative Code effective on July 1, 2011 and any applicable subsequent 

amendments. 

 

(12)  2025 EC code. References to the 2025 EC code pertain to the Electrical Code 

effective December 21, 2025. 

 

§7. The following rows of the table set forth in subdivision (k) of section 102-01 of Title 1 

of the Rules of the City of New York are amended or deleted, and new rows are added in 

accordance with the table’s existing organizational structure, as follows: 

 
Section of 
Law 

Classif-
ication 

Violation 
Description 

Cure Stipu-
lation 

Standard 
Penalty 

Mitigated 
Penalty 

Default 
Penalty 

Aggravated 
I Penalty 

Aggravated I 
Default 

Penalty 

Aggrava-
ted II 

Penalty 

Aggravated 
II Default – 

Max Penalty 
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27-369, BC 

1020.2 (2008 

code), BC 

1023.2 (2014 

code), & BC 
1024.2 (2022 

code) Class 1 

Failure to provide 
unobstructed exit 

passageway. No No 

[$1,250] 

$2,500  No 

[$6,250] 

$12,500  

[$3,125] 

$5,000  

[$12,500] 

$25,000  

[$6,250] 

$12,500 $25,000  

27-383(b), 

BC 403.16 
(2008 code) 

& BC 

403.5.5 
(2014 code 

and 2022 

code) Class 1 

Failure to install 

luminous egress or 

photoluminescent 
exit path marking 

in a high-rise 

building. No No $2,500  Yes $12,500  $6,250  $25,000  $25,000  $25,000  

27-509, BC 

3111.1 (2008 

code) & BC 
3112.1 (2014 

code and 

2022 code) Class 3 

Fence exceeds 

permitted height. Yes Yes $500  Yes $500  $500  $500  $500  $500  

27-972(h), 
BC 

907.2.12.3 

(2008 code) 
& BC 

907.2.13.3 
(2014 code 

and 2022 

code) Class 2 

Failure to install an 
acceptable two-

way voice 
communication 

system with central 

station connection. Yes No $2500  Yes  $10,000  $10,000  $10,000  $10,000  $10,000  

 
[27-3017] 

28-429.1, 

28-430.1 Class 1 

Performed 

unlicensed 

electrical work. No No 

[$4,800] 

$5,000 No 

[$24,000

] 

$25,000  

[$12,000] 

$12,500  $25,000  

[$24,000] 

$25,000  $25,000  

[27-3018(b)] 

28-105.1  Class 1 

Electrical work 

without a permit. No  No  

[$1,600] 

$2,500  Yes  

[$8,000] 

$12,500  

[$4,000] 

$6,250  

[$16,000] 

$25,000  

[$8,000] 

$12,500  $25,000  

[27-3018(b)] 

28-105.1 Class 2 

Electrical work 

without a permit. Yes  Yes  [$800] $1,250  Yes  

[$4,000] 

$6,250  

[$2,000] 

$3,125  

[$8,000] 

$10,000  

[$4,000] 

$6,250  $10,000  

[27-3018(b)] 
28-105.1 Class 3 

 

Electrical work 
without a permit. Yes Yes [$200] $250  Yes $500  $500  $500  $500  $500  

27-3018(b) 

(2011 EC 
Code) & 28-

105.12.2 

(2025 EC 
Code) Class 1 

Electrical work 

does not conform 
to approved 

submittal 

documents/amend
ments. No  No  

[$1,000] 
$2,500  No  

[$5,000] 
$12,500  

[$2,500] 
$6,250  

[$10,000] 
$25,000  

[$5,000] 
$12,500  $25,000  

27-3018(b) 

(2011 EC 

Code) & 28-
105.12.2 

(2025 EC 

Code) Class 2 

Electrical work 

does not conform 

to approved 
submittal 

documents/amend

ments. Yes Yes [$500] $1,250  Yes 

[$2,500] 

$6,250  

[$1,250] 

$3,125  

[$5,000] 

$10,000  

[$2,500] 

$6,250  $10,000  

27-3018(b) 

(2011 EC 

Code) & 28-
105.12.2 

(2025 EC 

Code) Class 3 

Electrical work 

does not conform 

to approved 
submittal 

documents/amend

ments. Yes  Yes [$300] $500  Yes  $500  $500  $500  $500  $500  

27-3018(i) 

(2011 EC 

Code) & EC 
84.6 (2025 

EC Code) Class 2 

Installed more than 

the authorized 
number of electric 

meters. No No $2,400  Yes  $10,000  $6,000  $10,000  $10,000  $10,000  
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BC 

1704.22.1 

(2008 code) 

& 

BC 
1704.24.1 

(2014 code) 

& BC 
1705.30.1 

(2022 code) Class 1 

Failure to perform 

successful 

hydrostatic 
pressure test of 

standpipe system.  No No 

[$2,400] 

$5,000  No $25,000  $12,500 $25,000  $25,000  $25,000  

BC 

1905.6.3.2 
(2008 code) 

& BC 

1905.6.3.3 
(2014 code 

and 2022 

code) Class 2 

Failure to comply 

with ASTM C31 
standards for 

concrete cylinder 

test samples. No No $2,500  No $10,000  $6,250 $10,000  $8,000  $10,000  

BC 3307.3 

(2008 Code) 

and BC 

3307.1 (2014 

Code and 

2022 code) Class 1 

Failure to provide 

pedestrian 

protection for 

sidewalks and 

walkways. No No $10,000 No $25,000  $25,000  $25,000  $25,000  $25,000  

BC 3307.3.1 
(2008 code), 

27-1021(a) 
& BC 

3307.6.2 

(2014 code 
and 2022 

code) Class 1 

Failure to provide 
sidewalk shed 

where required. No  No  $10,000 No  $25,000  $25,000  $25,000  $25,000  $25,000  

BC 3307.6.4 

(2008 code) 
& BC 

3307.6.4.11 

(2014 code 
and 2022 

code) Class 2 

Sidewalk shed 
does not meet 

color specification. No  No  $1,250  No $6,250 $3,125 $10,000  $6,250  $10,000  

BC 3310.8.2 

(2008 code) 

& BC 

3310.8.2.1 
(2014 code 

and 2022 

code) Class 1 

Site Safety 

Manager/Coordina

tor failed to 

immediately notify 
the Department of 

conditions as 

required. No No $2,500  No $12,500  $6,250  $25,000  $12,500  $25,000  

BC 3314.1.1 
(2008 code) 

& 27-1050.1 

& BC 
3314.4.1.5 

(2014 code 
and 2022 

code) Class 2 

Failed to notify 

Department prior 
to installation or 

removal of 
Suspended 

Scaffold. No No $2,500 No $10,000  $6,250  $10,000  $10,000  $10,000  

BC 

3314.4.3.1 
(2008 code), 

27-1045 & 

BC 3314.4.3 

(2014 code 

and 2022 

code) Class 1 

Failure to perform 

safe/proper 

inspection of 

Suspended 

Scaffold. No No $10,000  No $25,000  $25,000  $25,000  $25,000  $25,000  
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BC 

3314.4.3.1 

(2008 code), 

27-1045(b) 

& BC 
3314.4.3.4 

(2014 code 

and 2022 
code) Class 1 

No record of daily 

inspection of 

Suspended 
Scaffold 

performed by 

authorized person 
at site. No No $5,000 No $25,000  $12,500 $25,000  $25,000 $25,000  

BC 3314.4.5 

(2008 code) 

& BC 
3314.4.5.1 

(2014 code 

and 2022 
code) Class 1 

Unqualified 

supervisor or 

worker performing 
work on scaffold. No No $5,000 No $25,000  $12,500 $25,000  $25,000 $25,000  

BC 3314.4.6 

(2008 code) 
& BC 

3314.4.5.8 

(2014 code 

and 2022 

code) Class 2 

Scaffold training 

certificate card not 

readily available 

for inspection. No No $1,250 No $6,250 $3,125 $10,000  $6,250  $10,000  

[EC 110.2] [Class 2] 

[Failure to use 

approved 
conductors and/or 

equipment.]  [No] [No] [$1,000]  [Yes] [$5,000]  [$2,500]  [$10,000]  [$5,000]  [$10,000]  

[EC 110.2] [Class 3] 

[Failure to use 
approved 

conductors and/or 

equipment.]  [Yes] [Yes] [$500]  [Yes] [$500]  [$500]  [$500]  [$500]  [$500]  

EC 110.2(B) Class 2 

Constructed 

electrical 

installation without 
required 

commissioner's 

approval per 
section (no EPR 

approval). No  No  $2,400  Yes $10,000  $6,000  $10,000  $10,000  $10,000  

EC 110.25 

(2011 EC 
Code) &  

EC 110.3(D) 

(2025 EC 
Code) Class 1 

Electrical [closet] 

equipment room 
not dedicated to 

electrical 

distribution 
equipment only. No  No  $1,200  No  $6,000  $3,000  $12,000  $6,000  $25,000  

EC 110.26 
(A) & (B) Class 2 

Failure to 

provide/maintain 
sufficient 

access/workspace 

about electrical 
equipment. Yes  Yes  $500  Yes $2,500  $1,250  $5,000  $2,500  $10,000  

EC 

210.12[(B)] 

(A) Class 2 

Failure to provide 

Arc-fault circuit 
interrupter (AFCI) 

protection [in 

dwelling units]. No No $2,400  Yes $10,000  $6,000  $10,000  $10,000  $10,000  

EC 

210.52(A) Class 3 

Failure to provide 
proper spacing 

between general 

receptacle outlets. Yes Yes $300  Yes $500  $500  $500  $500  $500  

EC 358.12 

(2011 EC 

Code) Class 2 

Prohibited use of 

electrical metallic 

tubing (EMT). Yes  Yes  $500  Yes $2,500  $1,250  $5,000  $2,500  $10,000  

EC 590.4(J) 

(2011 EC 

Code) Class 1 

Failure to protect 
temporary wiring 

from improper 

contact per section.  No  No  $1,600  No  $8,000  $4,000  $16,000  $8,000  $25,000  
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§8. Paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of section 104-01 of Title 1 of the rules of the city of 

New York is amended to read as follows: 

 

(2)  For purposes of this subchapter, the term "license" shall include any license as 

defined in §28-401.3 of the Administrative Code, except that the term shall include 

"certificate of competence" whenever such a certificate is required by Chapter 4 of title 28 

of the Administrative Code, and any Master Electrician’s License and Special 

Electrician’s License as defined in [§27-3004] §28-429 and §28-430 of the Administrative 

Code. 

 

§9. Subdivision (a) of section 104-26 of Title 1 of the rules of the city of New York is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

(a) Applicability. This section applies to Master Plumbers, Master Fire Suppression Piping 

Contractors, High Pressure Boiler Operating Engineers, Welders, Riggers, Sign Hangers, Oil 

Burners, Site Safety Managers, Hoist Machine Operators, Elevator Agency Inspectors, Elevator 

Agency Directors, Elevator Agency Technicians, [and] Restricted Elevator Agency Technicians, 

Master Electrician, and Special Electrician. 

 

§10. Section 4000-01 of Title 1 of the rules of the city of New York is amended to read as 

follows: 

 

§4000-01 Electrical work review. 

 

(a)   Electrical Work review. Electrical work review is required in the following circumstances: 

(1)   Electrical installations.  Electrical Plan review (EPR) is required in accordance 

with Section 110.2 (B) of the New York city electrical code (“Electrical Code”). [where 

service equipment totals 1000 Kilo-Volt Amperes (“KVA”) or greater, or where any new 

alteration or addition to an electric service installation causes the altered installation to total 

1000 KVA or greater, as further detailed below: 

[(A)](i)  A new installation of equipment totaling 1000 KVA or higher; 

[(B)](ii) Any change in an installation with a rating of 1000 KVA or higher, up to 

and including the second level overcurrent protection, unless it was fully described 

and approved as “future” on the original approved plan. 

[(C)](iii)  Any addition to an existing installation which would bring the total 

to 1000 KVA or higher. 

[(D)](iv)  A new installation or revised installation above 600 volts, 

irrespective of KVA rating. 

[(E)](v)  The addition of any equipment in a room, which would affect 

clearances around the equipment of a 1000 KVA installation.] 

(2)  Electrical equipment.  Electrical equipment review is required for electrical 

equipment not specifically addressed in the Electrical Code Technical Standards and any 

other electrical equipment not bearing the label of approval of an electrical testing laboratory 

acceptable to the Commissioner. 

 

(b)  Filing requirements. 
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(1)  [Electrical installations 1000 KVA or greater, or new or revised installations above 

600 volts] EPR. Filings for [electrical] installations [1000 KVA or greater, or new or revised 

installations above 600 volts] referenced in paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of this rule must 

comply with the following: 

(i)  Submission of all required documents, including all drawings, must be made 

in a manner prescribed by the Department, including electronically, by a New York 

State Licensed and Registered Professional Engineer[,] or a New York State 

Licensed and Registered Architect[, or an individual with comparable qualifications 

from an outside jurisdiction]. 

(ii)  A filing fee of $650.00 must be paid for each submission.  

(iii)  All submissions [for service equipment totaling 1000 KVA or more or above 

600 Volts] must include a one-line diagram, a plan view, and, if required, an 

equipment room layout and be in accordance with the following [plans/drawings] 

requirements:  

[-    One line diagram 

- Plan view / service equipment room layout 

- Submissions must be in accordance with, and include, the following requirements:] 

 

*** 

 

 

(K) If existing service equipment is to remain in conjunction with new 

service equipment and is to be supplied by the same service entrance, the 

drawing must indicate the make and size of the existing service equipment, 

and the type and size of the fuses and/or circuit breakers in the existing 

equipment. 

 

 

*** 

 

(M) The drawing must show [ventilation of] a method of cooling, with or 

without fresh air circulation, to prevent temperature rise in the room, when 

the service equipment totals 2000 KVA or larger (this may be in the form of 

a note on the drawing). 

 

*** 

 

(P)  A [one line] one-line diagram must be submitted indicating the 

service equipment and the distribution equipment up to and including the 

[2nd] second level overcurrent protection, showing all overcurrent devices 

and electrical equipment with their ampere rating, make and type, 

interrupting current ratings and [bus and] wire sizes.  Frame and trip sizes for 

circuit breakers must be indicated.  

 

*** 
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(S) When a generator (or other non-utility source) is part of a 1000 KVA 

or greater submission and the generator itself is rated below 1000 KVA, a 

one-line diagram must be submitted showing how the generator is connected 

to the normal service. The drawings must include the grounding of the 

generator frame and neutral bonding if needed (four pole transfer device). If 

the generator is rated 1000 KVA or larger, a room layout must be submitted 

along with a one-line diagram. 

 

*** 

 

(iv) A selective coordination report prepared by a professional engineer must be 

filed with the Department prior to electrical inspection. Such engineer may be 

different from the applicant. The report must show selective coordination was 

achieved, including but not limited to time-current curves (TCCs) and short circuit 

calculations. A summary of findings must also be included to ensure compliance with 

applicable codes and standards. 

(v) Where installation of equipment differs from the original approved drawings, 

amended drawings showing the as-built condition must be filed with the Department 

prior to electrical inspection. 

(vi) The submission of any other documentation requested by the Department. 

 

(2)  Special permission. Special permission may be granted in accordance with Section 

28-103.3 of the Administrative Code and Section 90.4 of the Electrical Code. Request for 

special permission must be made electronically and comply with the following: 

(i) Demonstrate practical difficulty and provide supporting documentation. 

(ii) Include [Proposed] proposed equally safe alternative methods [must be 

included]. 

(iii)  [A filing fee of $350.00 must be paid for each submission made where an 

objection was issued due to failure to obtain prior special permission.] Include the 

appropriate filing fee as follows: 

(A) For requests made under the 2011 Electrical code, a filing fee of 

$350.00 must be paid for each submission made where a violation was issued 

for failure to comply with the Electrical Code. 

(B) For requests made under the 2025 Electrical Code, a filing fee must 

be paid as specified for a variation of the Construction Codes in section 101-

03 of the rules of the Department. 

 

(3)  Office of Technical Certification and Research (“OTCR”) review. Filings for 

OTCR review of electrical equipment not otherwise approved for use by the [New York 

City electrical code] Electrical Code must comply with the following:        

(i)   The submission, including a cover letter, notarized application and [check] 

payment, must be filed with OTCR or electronically, as the Commissioner may 

require. 

 

*** 
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Additionally, a field evaluation may be performed whenever the Electrical Code or the rules of 

the department require electrical equipment be listed or labeled and the electrical equipment is not 

so listed or labeled. 

 

(c)  Compliance with the New York City Energy Conservation Code.  All electrical submissions 

must comply with the requirements of the Energy Conservation Code where applicable. 

 

(d)  Amendments. Any amendment made to plan reviews that were filed under the Electrical 

Advisory Board (EAB), including Post Approval Amendment (PAAs), must be refiled in 

accordance with the requirements of this rule.    
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Statement of Basis and Purpose of Rule 

 
The Department of Buildings (DOB) is amending its electrical code rules to delete references to 
the electrical advisory board and to repeal sections that are no longer applicable.  The rule will 
repeal sections 34-01 relating to phase-in of new standards for electrical work, 34-02 relating to 
review of applications for electrical permits and certificates of electrical inspection, and 34-03 
relating to temporary certification to perform low voltage electrical work because they refer to a 
phase-in period that ended in 2003. 
 
The rule also amends section 34-05 to eliminate the electrical advisory board in order to 
standardize and align the electrical plan review process with all other plan examination units in 
the agency.  It also renumbers 34-05 as 4000-01 in order to align the rule with the Department’s 
current rule numbering scheme. 
 
Amendments are also being made to rule 101-12 to expand the jurisdiction of the Office of 
Technical Certification and Research (“OTCR”) to allow it to replace the electrical advisory 
board in reviewing electrical equipment and materials.  OTCR’s jurisdiction is currently limited to 
equipment and materials covered by Title 28 of the New York City Administrative Code.  The 
electrical code is in Title 27. 
 
The Department of Buildings’ authority for these rules is found in sections 643 and 1043 of the 
New York City Charter and section 27-3005 of the New York City Administrative Code. 
 
New material is underlined. 
[Deleted material is in brackets.] 
 
“Shall” and “must” denote mandatory requirements and may be used interchangeably in the 
rules of this department, unless otherwise specified or unless the context clearly indicates 
otherwise. 
 
 
 
 Section 1.  Sections 34-01 of Title 1 of the Rules of the City of New York relating to 

phase-in of new standards for electrical work, 34-02 of Title 1 of the Rules of the City of New 

York relating to review of applications for electrical permits and certificates of electrical 

inspection, and 34-03 of Title 1 of the Rules of the City of New York relating to temporary 

certification to perform low voltage electrical work are REPEALED. 

 
§2.  Section 34-05 of Title 1 of the Rules of the City of New York is renumbered 4000-01 

and amended to read as follows: 

 

[§34-05 Electrical advisory board.  

a. In accordance with section 27-3005(a)(7) of the Administrative Code, the Commissioner shall 

appoint a special board, to be known as the “electrical advisory board.”  The electrical advisory 
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board shall provide advice regarding (i) the approval of the use of electrical appliances, devices, 

and materials not otherwise approved for use by the Electrical Code, (ii) the granting of approval 

to use wiring or appliances not otherwise allowed by the Electrical Code Technical Standards 

and (iii) the granting of approval for specified types of electrical installations.  The members of 

the board shall be appointed annually and shall serve at the pleasure of the Commissioner.  The 

number of members and their organizational affiliations shall be at the discretion of the 

Commissioner.  The board shall have a Chair and Vice-Chair appointed annually by the 

Commissioner. 

b.  ] 

§4000-01 Electrical work review. 

(a) Electrical review.  Electrical [advisory board] review [shall be]is required in the following 

circumstances: 

(1)  Electrical installations[:].   

[(a)]  Electrical [advisory board] review [shall be]is required where service 

equipment totals 1000 Kilo-Volt Amperes (“KVA”) or greater, or where any new 

alteration or addition to an electric service installation causes the altered 

installation to total 1000 KVA or greater, as further detailed below: 

(A)  A new installation of equipment totaling 1000 KVA or higher; 

(B)  Any change in an installation with a rating of 1000 KVA or higher, up 

to and including the second level overcurrent protection, unless it was 

fully described and approved as “future” on the original approved plan. 

(C)  Any addition to an existing installation which would bring the total to 

1000 KVA or higher. 

(D)  A new installation or revised installation above 600 volts, irrespective 

of KVA rating. 

(E)  The addition of any equipment in a room, which would affect 

clearances around the equipment of a 1000 KVA installation. 

[(b)  Electrical advisory board review shall be required where proposed electrical 

installations involve appliances and materials not covered by the Electrical Code 

Technical Standards.]  

(2)  Electrical equipment [or materials].  Electrical [advisory board] review [shall be]is 

required for [manufactured wiring systems, low voltage lighting systems, painting 

equipment /spray booths, and] electrical equipment not specifically addressed in the 
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Electrical Code Technical Standards and any other electrical equipment not bearing the 

label of approval of an electrical testing laboratory acceptable to the Commissioner. 

[c.](b) Filing requirements [for electrical advisory board review]. 

(1) [Filing requirements] Electrical installations 1000 KVA or greater, or new or revised 

installations above 600 volts.  Filings for electrical installations 1000 KVA or greater, or 

new or revised installations above 600 volts must comply with the following: 

[(a) A cover letter, payment as specified in (d) below, and 2 sets of complete drawings shall be 

filed at: 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

Bureau of Electrical Control 

(address provided in the City’s website, http://www.nyc.gov)] 
 

([b]i)  Submission [shall]must be made in a manner prescribed by the 

Department, including electronically, by [a New York City Licensed Master or 

Special Electrician,] a New York State Licensed and Registered Professional 

Engineer, New York State Licensed and Registered Architect, or an individual 

with comparable qualifications from an outside jurisdiction. 

([c]ii)  A filing fee of $650.00 [shall]must be paid for each submission[, no part of 

which shall be refundable].   

[(d)  Payment shall be made by a money order or corporate/business check, a 

bank check or a certified check, and shall be made payable to “Department of 

Buildings.”] 

([e]iii) [Requirements for Plans and Drawings.] All submissions [for electrical 

advisory board review] for service equipment totaling 1000 KVA or more or 

above 600 Volts [shall]must include the following plans/drawings:  

-    One line diagram 

- Plan view / service equipment room layout 

- [Physical details of switchboard & distribution panel equipment as per] 

Submissions must be in accordance with, and include, the following 

requirements: 

(A)  All drawings [shall]must be clear, legible, and use standard notations. 

[All drawings shall be folded to 8 1/2” x 11,” except for equivalent 

electronic versions authorized by the Department.]  

 

http://www.nyc.gov/
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(B)  Installations that are not all new [shall]must clearly mark what is new 

and what is existing.  In addition, all new work [shall]must be encircled by 

a ‘bubble’ or ‘cloud’ on the drawings. 

(C)  For residential installations, the calculations justifying a de-rating of 

the neutral [shall]must be submitted. 

(D)  The plan view [shall]must be drawn to scale, showing the point of 

service entrance into the building.  If the building sets back from the 

property line, the underground service feeder [shall]must be shown, 

including wire and raceway sizes. 

(E)  The arrangement of service equipment and its proximity to the point 

of service entrance [shall]must be shown, [complete with details of the 

equipment, and] including the manner in which service will be extended to 

the service equipment.  If the switchboard is free standing, the clearance 

around the switchboard [shall]must be shown. 

(F)  The location of the main switchboard and/or distribution panels in 

relation to the service equipment [and how they are interconnected 

shall]must be shown. 

(G)  The location of the electric service room with respect to the 

surrounding areas [shall]must be shown. 

(H)  The means of egress from the switchboard room and where it leads 

to [shall]must be shown.  The legal exit(s) to which egress door(s) lead 

[shall]must also be shown. 

(I)  When there is more than one service location within a building, 

drawings [shall]must contain a notation indicating that signs are posted at 

the entrance door of each switchboard room showing the location of all 

the other switchboard rooms.  The location and wording of the signs 

[shall]must be specified. 

(J)  If the existing service equipment and/or point of service entrance is to 

be discontinued, the drawings [shall]must so state. 

(K) If existing service equipment is to remain in conjunction with new 

service equipment and is to be supplied by the same service entrance, 

the drawing [shall]must indicate the make and size of the existing service 

equipment, [the size and location of the ground strap,] and the type and 

size of the fuses in the existing equipment. 
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(L) The drawing [shall]must show grouping of service equipment at the 

point of service entrance. 

(M) The drawing [shall]must show ventilation of the room when the 

service equipment totals 2000 KVA or larger (this may be in the form of a 

note on the drawing). 

(N) The drawing [shall]must show the available short circuit current at the 

point of service entrance and at the point of change in the interrupting 

rating of the overcurrent protection. Where used, series ratings 

[shall]must be indicated. 

(O) A statement confirming that all fuses and/or circuit breakers have 

been coordinated for selective short circuit overcurrent protection 

[shall]must be on the drawing.   

(P) A one line diagram [shall]must be submitted indicating the service 

equipment and the distribution equipment up to the 2nd level overcurrent 

protection, showing all overcurrent devices with their ampere rating, make 

and type, interrupting current ratings and bus and wire sizes.  Frame and 

trip sizes for circuit breakers [shall]must be indicated.  

(Q) Drawings [shall]must indicate that transformers are properly 

grounded. Service and distribution equipment proposed for future 

installation [shall]must be marked on the drawings as “future.”  

(R) All voltages [shall]must be clearly shown on the drawings, which 

[shall]must include voltages pertaining to all of the equipment overcurrent 

protection up to and including the second level protection.  

[(S) Drawings shall note that cables used in a trough shall be grouped A, 

B, C, & N respectively.  Where troughs are used for taps, the copper 

detail or a description of the tap shall be noted, confirming that multiset 

conductors are tapped correctly. 

(T)  The physical size of the vertical bus in the distribution panels (second 

level equipment) shall be shown.  The overcurrent devices, bus, barriers, 

and gutter space layout shall be shown.  Layouts of previously approved 

panels (to be so noted on plans) need not be submitted.] 

([U]S)  When a generator (or other non-utility source) is part of a 1000 

KVA submission and the generator itself is rated below 1000 KVA, a one 

line diagram [shall]must be submitted showing how the generator is 
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connected to the normal service.  The drawings [shall]must include the 

grounding of the generator frame and neutral bonding if needed (four pole 

transfer device).  If the generator is rated 1000 KVA or larger, a room 

layout [shall]must be submitted along with a one line diagram[, and 

physical drawings shall show a section view of the emergency 

switchboard. Also, the Advisory Board calendar number for the normal 

service shall be specified]. 

[(V) Physical detail drawings for switchboard equipment shall show front 

and section views and shall be drawn by the switchboard manufacturer. 

Elevation detail shall show access to the bus connections, the size and 

location of the main bonding jumper (ground strap), the disconnect link in 

the neutral, all the barriers and how load cables leave the cabinet. Side 

section views shall clarify bus details. 

(W)  Details of gutter space, lug covers and dimensions of lugs and 

enclosures up to the 2nd level distribution equipment shall be shown.] 

 

(iv) A selective coordination report prepared by a professional engineer must 

be filed with the Department prior to electrical inspection. Such engineer may be 

different from the applicant. 

(v) Where installation of equipment differs from the original approved 

drawings, amended drawings showing the as-built condition must be filed with 

the Department prior to electrical inspection. 

(2)  [Filing requirements for electrical advisory board review of appliances, devices, 

and materials not covered by the electrical code technical standards.] Special 

permission. Request for special permission must be made electronically and comply with 

the following: 

(i) Demonstrate practical difficulty and provide supporting documentation. 

(ii) Proposed equally safe alternative methods must be included.  

[(a)  A cover letter together with appropriate drawings, sketches, charts, and/or cut sheets shall 

be filed at: 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

Bureau of Electrical Control 

(address provided in the City’s website, http://www.nyc.gov)] 

http://www.nyc.gov/
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([b]iii) A filing fee of $350.00 [shall]must be paid for each submission made where 

an [electrical violation]objection was issued due to failure to obtain prior [Electrical 

Advisory Board review and approval, no part of which shall be refundable]special 

permission.  

[(c)  Payment shall be made by a money order or a corporate/business check, a 

bank check or a certified check, and shall be made payable to “Department of 

Buildings.”] 

(3)  Office of Technical Certification and Research (“OTCR”) review. [Filing 

requirements]Filings for [electrical advisory board] OTCR review of electrical equipment 

[and materials.] not otherwise approved for use by the New York City electrical code 

must comply with the following: 

([a]i)  The submission, including a cover letter, notarized application and check, 

[shall]must be filed [at the following location only: 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

Bureau of Electrical Control Advisory Board 

(address provided in the City’s website, http://www.nyc.gov)] with OTCR or electronically, as the 

Commissioner may require.  

([b]ii) A filing fee of [$200.00 shall]$600.00 must be paid for each submission[, no 

part of which shall be returned].  

([c]iii) Payment [shall]must be made [by either money order, bank check, certified 

check or corporate/business check.  The payment instrument shall be made 

payable to “Department of Buildings.]” in a form and manner as provided by the 

Commissioner. 

([d]iv) The submission [shall]must contain the following: 

(A)  A cover letter indicating the following: 

[(i)]1. Type/model numbers of material/equipment being 

submitted for approval. 

[(ii)]2.  Items included in support of the submittal. 

[(iii)]3.  Explanatory information/comments, if applicable. 

(B)  A completed [&]and notarized application for review. 

(C)  Two (2) brochures, or catalog data sheets, and a set of 

unmounted photographs or photographs [transmitted electronically as 

authorized by the Department]. 

 

http://www.nyc.gov/
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(D) A complete test report that includes a conclusion sheet from a 

laboratory acceptable to the Commissioner. 

(E) Equipment samples only when requested by [the Electrical 

Advisory Board] OTCR. 

[d.](c)  Compliance with the New York City Energy Conservation [Construction] Code [of New 

York State (“Energy Code”)].  All electrical submissions [made to the Electrical Advisory Board 

shall]must comply with the requirements of the Energy Conservation Code where applicable. 

 

§3.  Subdivisions (a) and (b) of section 101-12 of Title 1 of the Rules of the City of New 

York are amended to read as follows: 

 

(a)  Scope. [There shall be an]The Office of Technical Certification and Research ("OTCR"), 

is responsible for approving materials pursuant to Article 113 of the New York City Construction 

Codes ("Construction Codes") and section 27-3005 of the New York City Administrative Code.  

Materials approved pursuant to 27-3005 are subject to the requirements set forth in the New 

York City Electrical Code and section 4000-01 of these rules. 

 

(b)  References. See Sections 28-103.9, 28-103.10, 28-113.1 to 28-113.4 and 28-114.1 to 

28-114.4 and Chapter 3 of title 27 of the New York City Administrative Code ("Administrative 

Code"), and section 4000-01 of these rules. 

 

 




