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POLICY AND PROCEDURE NOTICE , 7 /93 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

DistC'ibution 

Stewact D. a'SC- l en 

Apd l 13, 1993 

Earthquake, 
Disorders 
Guidelines 

Natural 
Contingency 

Disasters, 
Act i on 

Supersedes: OPPN 4/91 (New items i n bold) 

Purpose: 

• 
Plan 

Othe r Civil 
Gene r a l 

To establ is h gene cal guidelines for the Department of Buildings ' 
response in the event of an earthquake, natuc-a l disaster, oc 
civil disorder. The Department is respons i ble fo[" det '=rm i ning 
the structucal stability of buildings throughout th& Ci~y. These 
pcocedures a ce t o alert, caoC'dinate and dic-e c t Dp.partment o f 
Bu i ld i ngs per-sonnel, as r-equir-ed , and ar-e co mplimentar-y to those 
establ ished by the Mayor- I s Emer-gency Contr-ol Boar-d for- the 
in ter--agency City .... ide earthquake contingency plan and Office of 
Emergency Kanageaent in other instance8. 

Specifics: 

Determination of Emergency: 

Th e Commissioner- (o r- des i gnee i f the Commissioner- cannot be 
r-eached ) will deter-m i ne that an emer-gency s i t uat ion exits . Upon 
suc h deter-m i nation. the Execut ive Chief Inspecto r- (o c designee ) 
.... il l establ ish a command p os t, and then ceca ll and d ep l oy the 
inspecto cial staff as necessacy. as described belo ..... 
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ESTABLISHING A COMMAND POST AND RECALLING STAFF 

Wo rk Hours: 

The Executive Chief In s pecto r will establish a command pos t 
(60 Hud son Street, 14th floor or at Pol ice Headquarters ) and 
con tact the Administrative Chief(s ) i n the affe c ted 
b orou gh (s). If they are in the field , ins pe c tors .... ill be 
contacted by beeper and called in to the bo rough office(s) 
to receive instructions. In the event that phone 
communication is unavailable, but the earthquake or natural 
d isaster, or ci v il dis order i s apparent, inspecto rs are to 
return to their borough office(s). If the inspectors cannot 
return to their office(s), they s hould report to the neare s t 
borough office or to the command pos t .... hichever is closest. 
Commun i cation among the boroughs .... ill be maintained via the 
a ge ncy's .... alkie-talkies. 

After Hours and weekends: 

The Executi ve Chief Inspector .... ill establish a command pos t 
(60 Huds on Street, 14th Floor or Police Headquarters o r any 
available bo r ough facility ) as directed by the Commissioner, 
depending on the area(s) affected. 

The Executive Chief Inspector .... ill contact any necessary 
s upport staff, and the appr opr ia te Admini s trative Ch ief 
inspector(s), .... h o .... ill be responsi ble f o r contact i ng the 
inspectorial staff. The Ad mi ni st rative Ch iefs must have the 
ho me telephone numbers (and be eper numbers ) of their 
inspectorial staff readi ly available at all ti mes. 

If telephone communication is unava i lable, but the 
earthquake or natural disaster or c ivil d1sorder is 
apparent, inspectors are to report to their bo roug h office. 
If that is impossible due to bloc ked road .... ays, traffic, etc, 
inspectors are to report to the neares t borough office or 
the Department's command post to receive instructions. 
Communication among the boro ugh o ff i ces .... ill be rraint:.ained 
via the agency's .... alkie-talkies. 

Deployment: 

The Commissioner and 
determine the b oroughs 
inspectorial staff. 
personnel accordingly. 

the 
or 
The 

Ex ecu t i ve 
areas that 

Executi ve 

Ch ief Inspect o r .... i l l 
r equi re deployment o f 
Chief .... i ll mob il ize 

RESCINDED 



RESCINDED BY 
BUILDINGS BULLETIN 2017-013

/ya j 

Inspectors viII be assigned areas for stab ili ty checks. 
Working wi th registered architects and professional 
eng i neers, the inspectors will conduct bui l ding by building 
evaluations. The Executive Chief and Administrative 
Ch i ef(s) will coordinate the pairing o f inspectors with the 
architects and eng i neers. Inspectors wi ll be performing 
inspect i ons in conjunction with the act i v i ties of the Pol i ce 
Department, Fire Department and all other emergency serv i ces 
agencies. 

Upon inspection, bu i ldings viII be des i gnated as: 

1. Inspected - No restriction on use or occupancy 
2. Limited Entry - Only authorized personnel may enter 
3. Unsafe - No entry or occupancy 

Vacate procedures will commence for bu~ldings in categories 
two and three. In the interim, adhes i ve-backed signs with 
the aforementioned designations viII be available to the 
inspectors (at the borough office(s) or agency command post) 
and must be posted prominently near the main entrance of 
each building. 

Build i ngs wi th limited 
have signs posted at 
Inspectors must noti fy 
precinct if a building 
barricaded to protect the 

entry or unsafe designations must 
any secondary entrances/exits. 
the Pol ice Department I s Ioea I 

is unsafe, and the area must be 
public. 

When an inspector has completed evaluating the buildings i n 
his or her survey area, he or she must contact the borough 
office or command station from which he or she was deployed 
for any add i tional i nformation or instructions (unless he or 
she received contingency instructions prior to going into 
the field). 
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