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2022 Construction Codes: Civil Penalty for Failure to Obey a 
Vacate Order 

 
 

Beginning December 15, 2023, the Department of Buildings will impose an 
additional civil penalty when a violation for a failure to obey a Vacate Order is 
issued. In addition to correcting the condition that resulted in the Vacate Order, 
the civil penalty must be paid before the Vacate Order is lifted. See NYC 
Administrative Code §28-207.4.3. 
 
Civil Penalty Amount  

The civil penalty for failure to obey a vacate order is $6,000 for the initial violation and $12,000 for 
every subsequent violation. When DOB issues a violation for failure to obey a Full or Partial 
Vacate Order to a property, the Vacate Order banner on the property’s DOB NOW Property Profile 
will include the civil penalty amount due. 
 

 

 
Payment of Civil Penalty  

The civil penalty for failure to obey a vacate order is paid at the borough office where the property 
is located. 

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/apps/pdf_viewer/viewer.html?file=2022GAP_Chapter2_EnforcementWBwm.pdf&section=conscode_2022
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/apps/pdf_viewer/viewer.html?file=2022GAP_Chapter2_EnforcementWBwm.pdf&section=conscode_2022

