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01:PANTMEr.T O"I' 8U1LDINGS 

D!,ARTMINfAL M,MOIIANDUM ·0AT11 September 20,.J976 

TO, Borough Superlntender-,ts 

FROM, Jtiremlah T. Walsh, F'. ~., Comn"'!ssloner 

SUIJICT: Water Supply Conr.ectlans to Certain Plumblng F\xtures 

Tha provlsiot"IS of Sec:tlon P1O7 .13 of Reference Standard RS-i 6 
requlN :ertaln plurnblMg equlpment to receive water supply only thl""Ot.lgh 
alr ge.pa. 

Olrect water connect\ons to h potable water suppty system are 
prohibited ,or the following ec;ulpment: 

1. Sldets wlth ~ubmerged water connection that cannot 
drain out after shut 0ff. 

2. Asplr-ators. lnjsctors., ejectors or water siphons and 
similar apparatus. 

3. Mcrtuary, d\sseetlon, operating and embalming tables 
or alm1lar equlpmant. 

4. SwrUlzera • 

&. Fluanlng rtm :'Ioor dN.ins. 

.. It ha.a been found tha.t the em!::>almlng facllitles . of a gree.t many 
funeral sst:ab!lshr.-,ents ln New York City are not tn compliance with t:!"le 
above requl~.ents crMttng a situation vvherein the potable y.,ater su;::,ply 
ls net prcta~ttld adec;•.ately rl"'Cffl contaml:iatlon. · 

A water .Jup;::,ly sys:em separated from aie public water supply is 
"pl"'Ol"tibtted tr. most e>tlshr,g f..aneral establishments d1..1e to space lim(tatlons" 
sccord!ng t~ the ,v,etro~oli.tan FYner-at Directors Association. 

Pr:posed legislu.tion ls t;eing submitted to the City Council amending 
subdt vlslcn P107 .13 of ~~r-srence Standard R'S-16 to authorize reduced 
pr-assure prLni.clple back p~sure backflow preventers t>etween the w.:itf!r 
'i~pply an:I the ac;utpment 'or t.~e five types of' equipment listed ln subdivision 
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P107 .13 as an alternate to ai,.. gaps. 

Meanv.,hlle, the pl""Oposed altemate may be accepted by this department. 
Reduced pressur-e priniciple back pressure preventers shall be man..ifacti.ir·sed 
tn accor"dance wltn ASSE (American Society of Sanitary Engineering) No. 1013 
d 1974. Such backf'low preventer-s may be appl""Oved while an application is 
pending before the MEA dlvlslon. 

P\umblng repalr aUpa may be uaad .to file .for"' the installation of backf'l.ow 
preventers. · 

c·r; Q '• ., 
k>,~ .. t1_v \./~-..i~L . 

. :.; Jeremiah T. Walsh, P. E. 
(/ Commissioner-
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