
To: Chief Fngr. J. Drapkin 
F.ngineering ExBJlliners 

THE CITY or XE\-.' YOF..'.{ 
Intrade~artment.&l Xanorandum 

Date~ September 2, 19(-0 

F'rom: Thomas V. Burke, Borout;h Superintendent 
Sub~ect: Flat i'l::.~-=­

Cons tru c t.i 'Jr, . 

It shall be required that every opening on each floor of buildinc~ t.c t"·'? 
erected with flat plate or fl&.t slab construction 5hall be sho\..n on ti.e 
approved plans. The exact dimensions and exact loc&tion from colur.n ~ent 
lines shall be shown. 

Examiners shall require thc..t computations be subrni tted showin: that t.he 
concrete and steel of the flEt platB shall not be stressed above the 
limitations of the kdministrative Code. 

Reinforcing shell not be pennitted t.o run throueh such opening::: ~~ trir:-,:­
openings are left open or are filled with mcteriai. other than cont:-oll~•.: 
concretew Since the concrete, if it is subsequently pl~ced in s~:h c~~~~n~s, 
is not monolithic vith the noor slab, it cannot be considered e~ cerr::~q; 
stress. Examiners shall review the comput ... tion::; r.ncl design c,f suc-h c~e:1.:..n:e 
with care. The entire design of flat plate constnct!.on, pr.rticulo;-1;,· i:i 

apartment house design where columns are not on r•· ~lcrl:: spaced b"'nt :i.ines, 
1 s a matter of assumptions as to hc,w the flat pla' r• will dev~lop ::t r~:::r:; 
11nd openings in such floors, cs:,ecic.lly in coluM ·-trips and pt.rtic-:;lr !'"ly 
where near colur.1ns, often mcke worthlet;s the prev) 0us deri~, ":i tnc;, t 
openings. The interruption of the continuity of t'1e steel ond concr~te 
ml'.y require redesign with be.Pms of gre\lter dE'pth • i1cn th~ sle b, or e:-: i:-,­
crease in slab thickness, as well ns ndditional r· ~nforcing. 

It should be noted agnin thc.t all opcninrs must b- sho'---n o:i th~ ~·:··;-~- ··~ . 
plans with exact dimensions ano locht.ions. 'Inic:;.:. openines si-)F>ll r.r:~ r-:­
accepted. 
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CC, Corr.m. Reidy 
Chief Insp. Lanese 
A. Rader 
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'J110r.1ns V. l.luri:c 
B~rough Superint~~d 0
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