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Overview

History of Place Assembly (PA) from 1925 State Code up to the 2008 / 2014
NYC Construction Code. Why PA have evolved as a special category or
occupancy.

Occupant loads for various PA spaces. The major groups (in each code) :
a. Fixed Seating
b. Eating & Drinking
c. House of Worship
d. Outdoor spaces

Exit classifications and travel distance. Requirements for doors, corridors and
stair. Dead ends.

Seating regulations, clearances for aisles and access ways within the space.
When ramps are acceptable. Walking surfaces, tread & risers, aisle illumination
and step lighting.

Lighting and exit signage requirements. Sight line.

When sprinklers, fire alarms and smoke protection are required.

PA Forms and Case Study

Temporary Place Assembly. Required inspections, Fire and Police Department
notifications. What is a fire Guard and how do they help to protect the public in
temporary Place Assembly
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History

History
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Two major tragedies triggered stricter regulations

New York night clubs are safer because of two unfortunate incidents:

Blue Angel Night Club — 1975 Fire killed 7 persons
1. Local Law 41 of 1978

2. Cabaret defined — musical entertainment, singing, dancing in
conjunction with eating & drinking.

3. Fire Guards

4. Sprinklers

5. Fire Alarms

6. This law instituted retroactive requirements.

Happy Land Social Club — 1990 Fire killed 87 persons

1. City creates Social Club Task Force.
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1990 Happy Land Social club fire — Bronx, NY
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The fire exits had been blocked to prevent people from entering without paying the cover charge. In

the panic that ensued, a few people escaped by breaking a metal gate over one door.
87 people lost there lives in the fire.
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1984 memo - roll down gates
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State Law

1925 New York State Law
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1925 state public assembly law

STATE STANDARD BUILDING CODE

PART IIY

BRULES RELATING TO THE EQUIPMENT AND ARRANGE-
MENT OF PLACES OF PUBLIC ASSEMBLY HERETO-
FORE ESTABLISHED

Law. Section 2, subdivision 1I2: ¢ Assembly
shall ineluude (1) a theatre, (2) moving picture house, (3) assem-
bly halls maintained dr leased for pecuniary gain where one hun-
d or more persons may assemble Tor amusement oT Tecreation,
except (4D halls owned by churches or religious organizations, {b)

hotels having fifty or more rooms, (e} state and county fair
grounds and buildings connected therewith, (4d) grounds or build-
ings of agricultural societies or associations receiving state aid, (e)
stritetures of nnusual character, such as amusement devices, tem-
porary structure, concessions at ecarnivals, fairs, et cetera, unless
otherwise specified by the industrial board in its rules.

23 r

APPYT.ICHTION

Rule 300. The provisions of Part III of the State Standard
Building Code shall apply to all places of Public Assembly already
established and existing as such on the date upon which Parts 1
and II become effective and shall also apply to all Places of FPublic
Assembly in course of construction on that date, and to places
for which plans have been filed and approved prior to that date.

Rule 301. For the purpose of this code, Places of Public Assem-
sembly shall be classified as (1) Theatres, (2) Assembly Xalls.
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1925 state public assembly law

Continuing...
DEFINITIONS

Rule 302. (1) Theatres. This classification shall include all
buildings or parts of buildings used or designed for theatrical,
operatic or motion picture performances and exhibitions, accom-
modating more than|300 persons,|except as provided for in para-
graph 2 (b) of this rule:

(2) Assembly Halls. This classification includes: (a) All
buildings or parts of buildings not included under ‘‘Theatres’
in which [100 or more| persons may assemble for amusement oOr
recreation,-and-whiehis conducted for pecuniary gain. (b} An
auditorium having a capacity not exceeding| 500 persons|in which
there is no baleony, and the stage, if any, isa Class— B’ type

(3]

.
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1925 state public assembly law

NY state law comments:
PA Spaces Included:

e Theaters 300 +
e Moving picture houses 300 +

e Assembly hall of 100 + for amusement or recreation

PA Spaces did not include:
e Halls owned by religious organizations

Hotels with 50 + rooms

State & county fair grounds

Agricultural societies receiving state aid

Unusual Structures — amusements, temporary, concessions at carnivals, etc.
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Local Laws, Bulletins, TPPN(s), Memoran dums

Local Laws,
Bulletins, TPPN(s)
& Memorandums
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Comments

Comments:

Bulletin 2010-12 clarifies which code to use 1968 or 2008 :

* Buildings designed according to the 2008 / 2014 code require Places of
Assembly in those buildings to comply with the 2008 / 2004 code.

New or existing Places of Assembly in buildings subject to 1968 code:

* Provisions of Subchapter 8 of the 1968 code are applicable.

Optional use of the 2008 Code:

* Applicant may use the 2008 / 2014 Place of Assembly regulations provided
it does not decrease the fire safety of the building.
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Bulletin

Insert Bulletin

Issuance Date: May 3, 2010

Purpose: This document clarifies the meaning of the references to ‘this code” in sections AC 28-117.1 and
AC 28-117.2 for the purposes of issuance of cetificates of operation to places of assembly and
temporary places of assembly

Related AC 281013 AC 281171
Code/Zoning AC 28-101.43 AC 28117.2
Section(s): AC 28-101.4.4 BC 1024.1.1
Subject(s): Places of assembly, certificate of operation; Temporary place of assembly, certificate of

operation; Outdoor place of assembly, certificate of operation; Outdoor temporary place of
assembly, certificate of operation

Background: Section AC 28-117.1 requires a certificate of operation prior to the use or cccupancy of a place of
assembly:

“...It shall be unlawful to use or occupy any building or space as a place of assembly without a
certificate of operation issued by the commissioner...”

The section further provides the condition of the issuance of a certificate of operation (with emphasis):
“...The commissioner shall not issue a certificate of operation unless the department determines
that the space conforms substantially to the approved construction documents and to the
provisions of this code and that the certificate of occupancy authorizes such use...”
Section AC 28-117.2 has similar requirements for temporary places of assembly.
The text in the above sections does not specify whether “this code” refers to the 2008 NYC Construction Codes

(2008 Code) or prior codes. This bulletin serves to clarify the meaning of the references to “this code” in sections AC 28-
117.1 and AC 28-117.2 for the purposes of issuance of certificates of operation.

Buildings Bulletin 2010-012 Page 1 of 2
safety » service « integrity

Specifics:
l. Buildings constructed pursuant to the 2008 Code:

For buildings sukject to or designed and constructed under the 2008 Code, places of assembly (including
temporary places of assembly) in such buildings shall comply with the 2008 Code for the application of a
certificate of operation.

1. Buildings constructed pursuant to the 1968 Building Code or prier codes.

A. New or existing places of assembly in buildings subject to the 1988 code or prior codes.
For the purposes of the application of a certificate of operation pursuant to section AC 28-117.1, for
new or existing places of assembly (including temporary places of assembly) in buildings designed
and construsted under the 1968 Code or pricr codes, the Department shall interpret that substantial
conformance with relevant provisions of "this code” means the 1968 Code. In such cases, the
provisions of Subchapter 8 of the 1968 code are therefore applicable

B. Optional use of the 2008 Code. Pursuant to section AC 28-101.4.4, the applicant may elect the
2008 Code, provided however, that such election does not result in a decrease in fire safety of the
building — ctherwise, the 1983 Code must be utiized The applicant must perform a comparative
analysis of the relevant fire and egress safety provisicns under both codes. If, for instance, the
analysis found that the maximum travel distances in the 2008 Code are langer {mare generous)
than those In the 1968 Code, the 2008 Code may still be used if the occupants were afforded other
safety measures found in the 2008 Code, including the exit to the street (for instance: wider stair
width, the addition of smokeprcof enclosures, emergency generators, additional sprinkler
protection. NFPA 72 fire alarm upgrades. etc.). Such an analysis shall be provided by the applicant
to the plan examiner for review and approval

1. Qutdoor places of assembly

MNew outdoor temporary or permanent places of assembly such as tents, platforms, stages outdoor
assembly seating, etc. shall comply with the 2008 Code pursuant to section AC 28-101.4, including
provisions related to places of assembly Certificates of operation issued to outdoor places of assembly
priar to the issuance of this bulletin may be renewed under the code with which the certificates were
originally filed

Buildings Bulletin 2010-012 Page 2 of 2
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PA Definition

Building Code

-1938
-1968
-2008 / 2014




PLACE OF ASSEMBLY
1938 Code — PA Definition C26-116.0

26-116.0 Place of assembly. The term “place of assembly” shall

mean a room or space which’is occupied by seventy-five or more persons and which
is used for Q%gn'onal, recreational or amusement purposes, and shail include assembly
halis in school structures; dance halls; cabarets; night clubs; restaurants; any room
or space used for public or private banquets, feasts, socials, card parties or weddings;
lodge and meeting hails or rooms; skating rinks; gymnasiums; swimming pools; bil-
liard, bowling, and table tennis rooms; halls or rooms used for public .or private
catering purposes; funeral parlors; markets : recreation rooms; concert halls; broad-
casting studios; school and college auditoriums; and all other places of similar type

of occupancy. Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply to mstruction

rooms, Libraries, lecture rooms, recreation rooms, iunchrooms or classrooms 1n ele-
mentary or high schools, as defined in section C26-132.0 of this code, or in col-
leges which are licensed tc operate by the state board of regents, when such rooms
are used solely and exclusively by the students of such schools or colleges.

The term “licensed place of public assembly” as used in this article shall mean
any room or space which is used or occupied as a “place of assembly” as defined
in this section, when the lawful use, occupancy or operation of such place is con-
tingent upon the issuance of a license by the fire department, the police department
or the department of licenses.

Whenever the words “place of assembly’” are used in this chapter, such words
shall be construed as if followed by the words “or any roomi or space which is occu-
pied for or is intended, arranged, or designed to be occupied for such use.”

Nothing in this section_shall be construed to appl ww room or space used
exclusively welling purposes in a private dwelling as defined in section C26-122.
of this code or used exclusively for dweiling purposes as defined in subdivision one
of section four of the multiple dwelling law, nor shall this section be applicable to
places of incarceration, an asylum, a convent, a monastery, 3a church, a synagoguc,
or a theatre, motion picture theatre, opera house or concert hall subject to and com-
plying with the provisions of article thirteen of this code and which are required to
obtain a license as a ‘‘licensed place of public assembly.” (Section repealied and re-
enacted by Local Law 29 of 1943 in effect Julv 24 1942 )
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1938 Code — Comments

1938 code comments:

Place of Assembly Applies to:
e Aroom or space occupied by 75 +

Not Applicable:

Instruction Rooms, Libraries, Lecture Halls, Recreation
Rooms, Lunch Rooms, Class Rooms in Elementary, H.S. &
Colleges.

Private Dwellings, Jails, Asylums, Convents, Monasteries &
Churches.
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1938 Code - School Memorandum

DEFPARTMENT OF BUILDIMNGS

EXECLUTTIVE DOFFICES
S0 HLUDEOMW STREET. NEW YORE, MV O

CHARLIS M. SMOITH. J5. KA LCommierisner

fuogeat 17, LBER

CEORCE E BERGER, PE
Adsintan Commnbsioner
Building Construction

Mr. Hichsesl M. Bobbins, A=m=. RIA
wWank Adams Slavin Esociatos
Architects and Engirnesrs

740 Broadwmy — 10th Floor

Hew York, MY, 10003

HE: PFordham University Law School
at Lincoln Center, HEanhatian

As per this DOB memo PA Deer M. Roblsins:

My letter to you dated July 12, 1988 in regecds to classrooms which

permits are not required for Pave an occupancy of 75 e more perscns seens to have caused some

Althoogh CIE=115.0 af the 1938 30ilding Code, definition of Placa
Certaln uses In 1938 COde of Assembly, includes a room or aSpace which is used for sSucaticnal
. . Purpcsas, it clearly exespbts “instrection rooms,. libraries, lecture
bUIIdIngS. rooms, recteation rooms, lunch rooms or classrcoms in elemantary or
high schools, as defined in Section C26-132.0 or in colleges which

are licensed to cperate by the atate board of regancs, when soch roons
are used sclely and exclusively by the students af such schoaols oF

Sl Legres ™ .

Thi= is pob the case for cooupancies thabr came into effect wmndar the
1566 Bailding Code. Therefoze, ary room of sgace that has an cocupancy
of 75 or more persons under an appliceation coversd by the 1968 Bugi 1 g
Code will require a Pleace of Assembly Permib as per Section 27-232.
Any such room or space existing under the 1938 Building Code will

ot be considered a Place of Asasmhly.

I trust this shall clarify sy confusion in thibk macker.

Wery Truly yours.
GEH1lg

-
Azsistant Commissloner
ce: Executive Sktaff

fhief Joseph DeMao, Fire Department 2454
Barcugh Superintendenta
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1968 code - PA Definition BC 27-232

* PLACE OF ASSEMBLY.-An enclosed room or
space in which seventy-five or more persons gather for

religious, recreational, educational, political or social

purposes, or for the consumption of food or drink, or
for similar group activities or which is designed for use
by seventy-five or more persons gathered for any of the
above reasons, but excluding such spaces in dwelling

units; or an |[outdoor space in which two hundred or

more persons gather for any of the above reasons or

which 1s designed for use by two hundred or more

persons gathered for any of the above reasons.
E.Iﬂfﬂf Law 23-1990.

Repealed- See next slide




Local Law 23/1990
repealed on July 1,2008

from December 6, 1968 through July 1, 2008.

For the date of the Mavor’s a
Local Laws approved by the

PLACE OF ASSEMBLY

Repealed Local Law

BUILDING CODE AMENDMENTS

The, following is a listing of the Local Laws amending the Building Code during the period

.

Title 26: Housing and Buildings

roval of the Local Laws listed below, see “Dates of N.Y.C.
avor,” in this index.

N Item Amended Item Amended
i New Section Local Old Section New Section Local
Number Lawi(s) Number Number Lawi(s)
28-101 — 103 112007 [12.0a)] 1260e) 33.2007;
(Fepealed) i (Fepealad) 37-2007
104 33-2007; [12.1¢a)] 126.1(a) 33-2007;
{F.epaaled) 91-1939; (Repealad) 03-1993
15-1984 [12.1{a)el] 126 1{a){e) 33.2007;
[641-5.0] — [642- 112007 (Fapealad) 65-1997;
1.0] T EQ-19E5
[642-2.0] 332007 [12.1{a)1f)] 126.10a)E) 33-2007;
107-1993 (Fapealad) 37-2007
[642-3.0] — [643a- 339007 [12. 1(b)ichd)] 126 1bie)id) 33-2007
3.0) oo P 126 2(a)f(g)h) 33-2007;
[4.0] 333007 [ SP@®E “mua) 03-1998;
{Fepaaled) 48-2006: A (Flapealad) BO-1985
_ - TE R A e

: 19933';= [12 2(b)(e)(d)e)] I{{jﬁ;ﬁé‘ﬁ:}—(&ﬁ{ev 133007
[5.0]-[7.01 119 - 121 3132007 [12.2(f)] 126.2(f) 33-2007;
(Fepsaled) - (Fapealad) 02-2000
[8.0] 122 33-2007; [12.3] 126.3 33-2007;
T EE:-J‘EPEE'[E.?EI;.] 7-1982 (Fapealad) ED-1985
0] - A0k 23— 1244] 1007 [12.3 (1% —{51] 126410 — %) -
_ {Repaaled) 33-2007 (R epealad) 33-2007
[10.D(c) 1240c) 332007 2.4 (107] 126 40103 14-2001;
{Fepaaled) 107-1993 (Fzpealad) 03-1995;
[11.0] 125 332007 ED-1985
{Fepaaled) 65-1997; [1;'__5]\ 1265 13_3007
62-1991; (Fepealad) ST
BO-1985; [13.0] \ 177 FERRT
17-1982 | (Repealad) 23-19%0
[11.00k3] 1250k 33-2007; 1271 332007,
{Fepaaled) BD-1985; (Fepealad) 23-1920
17-1982 1273 33-2007;
[11.0¢c) 125(c) 33-2007; (Fapealad) 05-1993
{F.epealed) 16-1984 127.3 33.2007;
[11.0¢e)] 125¢e) EEL-ECIET-‘; (Fepealad) 14-2001
{Fepaaled) 27-1996 127.3(g) 33-2007;
[11.0¢{g)] 125(=) Eé-:':'ﬁf':; (Fepealad) 31-2005
(Repaaled) 77-2005; [14.0] 128 332007
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2008 / 2014 / 2014 code - PA Definition (next page)

You will not find the definition of PA in BC chapter 2,
section 202 (definitions)

Refer to Occupancy Classification,
BC section 303.1
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Assembly fewer than 75 persons

Assembly with fewer than
/5 persons
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Assembly fewer than 75 persons

Buildings Bulleting 2008-001

Code Interpretation

< The provisions of Section BC 303.1, Exception 1, providesthat: e

‘A room or space used for assembly purposes by fewer than 75 persons and accessory to another
occupancy shall be included as part of that occupancy.”

Therefore, such rooms or spaces shall not be classified as Group A, but are instead classified as the occupancy
group of the main occupancy. Accordingly, the provisions of Section 508.3, Mixed Occupancies, are inapplicable,
because the occupancy group for the assembly uses and the non-assembly uses are the same.

EXAMPLE: An apartment building includes the following two common use spaces. an indoor swimming pool
occupying substantially all of the 10" story, and a recreational roof garden on the roof above the swimming pool. In
this case, both the swimming pool and the roof garden are for the use of the residential building tenants — and are
therefore subsidiary and accessory to the R-2 occupancy. If the occupant load of the accessory indoor swimming
pool is less than 75, then the pool is not classified as A-3 but rather R-2. Similany, if the occupant load of the roof
garden is less than 75, the roof garden is classified as R-2 and not A-3. The effect of their designations as R-2
occupancies is that they are not treated as “Mixed Occupancies” per Section BC 508.3, meaning that they are not
subjected to the 10% per story limitation of Section 508.3.1 and are not subject to Group A code requirements.
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Occupancy Classification

Occupancy
Classifications
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1938 code: Occupancy classifications BC 26-235.0

ARTICLE 4. CLASSIFICATIONS
Sub-Article 1. Classification by Occupancy

(3.1). § C26-235.0 General—For the purposes of this title all structures shall
be classified, wirespect to occupancy, as follows:

(3.1.1). a. Public Buildings.—Public buildings are structures or parts of structures
in which persons congregate for civic, political, educational, religious or recreational
purposes, or in which persons are harbored to receive medical, charitable or other
care of treatment, or in which persons are held or detained by reason of public or
civic duty, or for correctional purposes, including among others, court houses,
schools, colleges, hbraries, museums, exhibition buildings, lecture halls, churches,
assembly halls, lodge rooms, club houses with more than five sleeping rooms, dance
halls, theatres, bath houses, hospitals, asylums, armories, fire houses, police stations,

jails and passenger depots.
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1968 code: Occupancy classifications BC 27-254

ARTICLE 8 OCCUPANCY GROUP F-

ASSEMBLY
*§[C26-307.1] 27-254 Classification.-Buildings $[C26-307.2] 27-255 Occupancy groupl F-1|-Shall
and spaces exclusive of dwelling units shall be include those buildings and spaces in which;—during
classified in the assembly occupancy group when the major period ;
they E:e E_]emgned for use by any number of persons assembled comprise a|seated or othemlse passive
for |religious,| recreational, political or social audience to a perform
purp r the consumption of food or drink or their attention focused in a common direction or at a
for simitar —group activities; or when occupied by common subject. Occupancy group F-1 consists of
seventy-five people or more ffor educational purposes. two subdivisi F-1a and E-1b
When such occupancies arel enclosed and contain or (a) cupancy group F-la.-Includes buildings and
are designmed for use by seventy-five or more persons spaceE in which scenery and scenic elements are used
or are :‘""‘ﬂm spacesand-contain-or-are-designed for (b) upancy group F-1b.-Includes buildings and
use b} Lwo hundred or maore persons, | they shall space{)‘;f which scenery and scenic elements are not
comply with the requirements of subchapier eight of used.
this chapter for places of assembly.
*Local Law 23-1990. §1C26-307.3] 27-256 Occupancy group| F-2.-Shall

include all outdoor structures and spaces.
§[C26-30"?41—27-—257—0tu1pamy—g1-0up F-3.}Shall
include buildipgs—and—spaces—in which the—pérsons
assembled are| physically active |and do not have a
common center of attention:

§1C26-307.5] 27-258  Occupancy group F-4.{Shall
include buildings and spaces in which persons—assémble
for dancing or for the consumption-of food-or-drink,-orfor
any—combimaiion of | dancing, eating, drinking, or
entertainment.
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1968 code: Table 3-2

*TABLE 3-2 TYPICAL OCCUPANCIES
FOR OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION

Occupancy Group ~ Designatio Representative Occupancies
n

[ASSEMBLY F-1a

Theaters; playhouses; opera houses]***

E-1b Churches; lecture halls; court rooms; convention halls; concert halls;
sports arenas, planetariums; motion picture theaters

F-2 Grandstands; bleachers; stadiums; drive-in theaters; amusement
attractions and devices; bandstands; skating rinks

F-3 Exhibition halls; galleries; gymnasiums; museums: passenger terminals;
bowling alleys; billiard parlors; skating rinks

F-4 '

Restaurants; night clubs; cabarets: dance halls; ballrooms; banquet
rooms; cafeterias; snack bars; taverns: coffee houses

and is not complete. See

Apter seven of this ¢ apter
***Cﬂpy in brackets not enacted but probably intended.




PLACE OF ASSEMBLY 2014 Code: chapter 3
section BC 303.1 (1 of 5)

303.1 Assembly Group A. Assembly Group A occupancy includes, among
others, the use of a building or structure or a portion thereof, excluding a
dwelling unit, for the gathering together of any number of persons for
purposes such as civic, social or religious functions, recreation, food or drink
consumption, awaiting transportation, or similar group activities or when
occupied by 75 persons or more for educational or instructional purposes.

Exceptions:

1. A building or nonaccessory tenant space used for assembly purposes with
a occupant load of fewer than 75 persons shall be classified as a Group B
occupancy, except that the number of plumbing fixtures for such a building or
space is permitted to be calculated in accordance with the requirements for
assembly occupancies.

2. A building or space used for assembly purposes with an occupant load of
fewer than 75 persons and accessory to another occupancy shall be
classified as a Group B occupancy or part of that occupancy, except that the
number of plumbing fixtures for such a room or space is permitted to be
calculated in accordance with the requirements for assembly occupancies.




PLACE OF ASSEMBLY 2008 / 2014 Code:
Chapter 3 section BC 303.1 (2 of 5)

Assembly occupancies shall include the following:

A-1 Assembly uses, usually with fixed seating, intended for the production
and viewing of the performing arts or motion pictures including, but not
limited to:

e Motion picture theaters
e Symphony and concert halls
e Television and radio studios admitting an audience

e Theaters
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2008 / 2014 Code: Chapter 3 section BC 303.1 (3 of 5)

A-2 Assembly uses intended for food and/or drink consumption including,
but not limited to:

e Banquet halls

e Cabarets

« Cafeterias, except as provided for in A-3
e Dance halls

Night clubs

e Restaurants

Taverns and bars




PLACE OF ASSEMBLY 2008 / 2014 Code:

Chapter 3 section BC 303.1 (4 of 5)

A-3 Assembly uses intended for worship, recreation or amusement
and other assembly uses not classified elsewhere in Group A
including, but not limited to:

Amusement arcades
Art galleries
Bowling alleys

Cafeterias for children up to and including the
12t Grade.

Classrooms and instructional rooms with 75
persons or more; such rooms with fewer than
75 persons shall be classified as Group B or E

Community halls
Courtrooms

Custodial care facilities with 75 or more
persons, providing care to persons over the age
of 2, where no more than four occupants are
incapable of responding to an emergency
situation without physical assistance from staff.

e Courtrooms

» Custodial care facilities with 75 or more
persons, providing care to persons over
the age of 2, where no more than four
occupants are incapable of responding to
an emergency situation without physical
assistance from staff.

« Dance studio or instruction (not
including food or drink consumption)

« Exhibition halls

* Funeral parlors

 Gymnasiums (without spectator seating)
* Houses of worship

e Indoor swimmi ools (without
spectator s.eatlngrgg P (

» Indoqr tennis courts (without spectator
seatmg(g

e Lecture halls

e Museums

Waiting areas in transportation terminals
Pool and billiard parlors

School auditoriums




PLACE OF ASSEMBLY
2008 / 2014 Code: Chapter 3 section BC 303.1 (5 of 5)

A-4 Assembly uses intended for viewing of indoor sporting

events and activities with spectator seating including,
but not limited to:

e Arenas
e Skating rinks
e Swimming pools

e Tennis courts

A-5 Assembly uses intended for participation in or viewing
outdoor activities including, but not limited to:

e Amusement park structures
e Bleachers
e Grandstands

e Stadiums
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2008 / 2014 Code: chapter 3 section BC 303.2

303.2 Certificate of Operation. A Certificate of Operation shall be
required, as per Section 28-117.1, for the following places of assembly:

1. Indoor places of assembly used or intended for use by 75 persons or more, including
open spaces at 20 feet (6096 mm) or more above or below grade, such as roofs or roof
terraces.

2. Outdoor places of assembly used and intended for use by 200 persons or more.

Comment:

Outdoor spaces (rooftop dining) where the occupancy must pass though interior
spaces such as (stairs and corridors) are considered PA spaces when the
occupancy reaches 75 persons.
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Occupancy Load

1968 Code — Table 6.2
2008 / *2014 Code — Table 1004.1.2 / *Table 1004.1.1

...Number of persons per square foot is provided




Occupancy Load
greater than 300 persons
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2008: 1024.2 / *2014 Code: BC 1028.2

1024.2 / *1028.2 Assembly with occupant load
greater than 300.

Buildings or spaces occupied by Group A that have
) all

an occubhant load of greater th

VUH LA A | LA LA L]

nrovided V\/lfh a m::ln nvrr

P UV o vVt o rrraaani O/NTL JuUuvuiirrraanni

one-half of the occupant load, but such width shall
not be less than the total required width of all
means of egress leading to the exit. Where the
main use or dominant-occupaney-of the-building-is
classified as Group A, the main exit shall front on

of sufficient width-to accommjuate not less than

at least one street or an unoccupied space of not

less-than10-feet (3048 mm)|in width that adjoins a

street or public way. Other additional exits shall
provide an egress capacity for at least one-half of
the total occupant load served by that level and
comply with Section 1014.2.

Exception: In assembly occupancies where there
Is no well-defined main exit or where multiple main
exits are provided, exits shall be permitted to be
distributed around the perimeter of the building
provided that the total width of egress is not less
than 100 percent of the required width.

Assembly Occupant Load

1024.2.1 Exit classification. Where the net floor
area of an assembly space, exclusive of stage
area, is less than 12 square feet (1.1 m2) per
person, such spaces shall also comply with
Section 1024.17 / *1028.17
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2008 / 2014 Code: Exit Classifications (comment)

Studies have indicated that in any emergency,
occupants will tend to egress via the same path of
travel used to enter the room and building.
Therefore, a main entrance to the building must
also be designed as the main exit to accommodate
this behavior, even if the required exit capacity
might be more easily accommodated elsewhere.
The main entrance (and exit) must be sized to
accommodate at least 50 percent of the total
occupant load.
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diagram

TWO ADDITIONAL EXITS
(SEE SECTION 1024.3 FOR
CAPACITY REQUIREMENTS})
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REQUIRED EGRESS WIDTH

MAIN ENTRANCE/EXIT
(SEE SECTION 1024.2 FOR
CAPACITY REQUIREMENTS)

. FOYER/WAITING SPACE

Group A with occupancy over 300 persons
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Exit Classification

Exit
Classifications




$[C26-801.10] 27-534 Exit openings. -
Exit openings from assembly spaces shall comply with
the following:

(a) Capacity. - The capacity of exit openings shall
be listed as in table 8-1, based on the number of
occupants for_whom the opening satisfies the primary
travel distance requirement.

(b) Width. - Exit openings shall be at least thirty-six
inches wide for single doors and at least sixtv-six inches

but not more than eighty-eight inches wide for doors
swinging i i hat i es having

an occupant load of over three hundred persons, single

door openings shall be aft least forty-four inéhes wide:

(c) Classification. - Exit openings from assembly

spac, classified as follows:
Class. 1.4 Exit openings that are used for normal

entry to the assembly space, and that open directly to a -

safe area or to-an open exterior space.

Exit openings that are not used for
normal eniry to the assembly space, and that open
directlyto-a-safe area or to an open exterior space.
Class 3.1Exit openings that open from the assembly
space into corridors, exit passageways, or vertical exits.

(d) Distribution of classes. - The required exit
capacity from F-2 places of assembly, and from all other
assembly spaces in which the net floor area, exclusive
of stage area, is twelve square feet or more per person
may be provi Yy eXxit openings of any class. The

PLACE OF ASSEMBLY

1968 Code : 27-534 Exit classifications (1 of 2)

may be provided by exit openings of any class. The
required exit capacity from assembly spaces in which
the net floor area, exclusive of stage area, is less than
twelve square feet per person shall be distributed. so
that exit openings of each class are provided to
comply with the following requirements:

I"FOr assembly spaces in which the mean foor
level is not more than fifteen feet above or below the
adjoining' grade elevation, the exit capacity shall be
distrib ows:

Class 1-not less than forty percent
Class 2- [not more than sixty pefcent
Class 3- not more than forty percent

2.For assembly spaces in which the mean floor
level is more than fifteen feet, but not more than thirty
feet, above or below the adjoining grade elevation, the
exit capacity shall be distributed as follows:
Class 1 - not less than sixty percent

Class 3 - not more than forty percent
-For assembly spaces in which the mean floor

level is more than thirty feet above or below the

adjoining_grade elevation, the exit capacity shall be

distributed as follows:
Class 1- not less than one hundred percent
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2008 / *2014 Code : 1024.17 Exit classification (1 of 2)

1024.17 / *1028.17 Places of assembly with an occupant load of less than 12 square
feet per person. Places of assembly in which the net floor area, exclusive of stage area,
is less than 12 square feet (1.11m2) per person shall have special egress provisions in
accordance with this section.

1024.17.1 / *1028.17.1 Classification of exit openings. For the purposes off Section
1024.17, exit openings shall be classified as follows:

1. Class 1+Exit openings that are used for normal entry to the assembly space, and that

open directly to a safe area or to an open exterior space.

2. Class 2——Exit openings that are not used for normal entry to the assembly space, and

that open directly to a safe area or to an open exterior space.

3. Class 3+Exit openings that open from the assembly space into corridors, exit

passageways or vertical exits.
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Safe Area

Safe Area
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2008 / 2014 Code

Safe Area:

An Interior or exterior space that serves
as a means of egress by providing a
transitional area from, and that also serve
as normal means of entry to, an assembly
space.

2008 / 2014 Code — Definition in BC 1002
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1968 Code : 27-525 Safe Area (1 of 3)

Safe area may be required due to:

1. High density occupancy space (12 sqg. ft. per person or less)
2. Height to adjoining grade
3. Exit classification requirement

4. Class 1 & class 2 exits are required to discharge directly to
open exterior space or safe area

Code Sections:
«1938/1968 Code - §[C26-801.11] AC 27-535
«2008 / *2014 Code — BC 1024.17 / *1028.17
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2008 / 2014 code : Safe Area

Safe areas shall comply with the following:

1. Two hour fire rating between safe area and place of assembly.

2. Should be in line and in the direction of travel from place of
assembly.

3. Not more than 6 feet above or below place of assembly.

4. Ventilation systems shall not be connected to other systems or
spaces.

5. If connected fire dampers and smoke detectors are required.

6. Ok to have multiple place of assemblies discharge into the
same safe area.

7. This type of safe area should have an occupant load of the
largest space plus 50% of the other spaces.

8. Occupant load is 3 square feet per person
9. Minimum dimension 8 feet wide by 8 feet high.
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Exit Door Size, Egress Loads and Travel Distance

Egress Loads — Is how many persons can fit though
a door of a particular width

Exit Door Size — Is the minimum dimension of a
door or pair of doors

Travel Distance — Is the maximum distance a person
can travel from the furthest location in a room to the
exit door. This distance is not necessarily a diagonal
line because almost all PA rooms have obstructions
such as chairs & tables. In a gymnasium with no
obstructions you may use a diagonal. There are
primary & secondary travel distances used in PA
calculations.
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Aisles

Aisles & Cross Aisles - Purpose to create an

even flow of occupant egress. Minimum aisle width also to
accommodate people’s movement in two directions. Required aisles
are a function of occupant load. Each aisle must accommodate its
catchment area. Aisles where egress is possible in two directions
shall be uniform width and should not create a bottle neck.

Aisles between seats - This 