
THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

P.OUSl~!G A:,~o O~'J~Lon:.~t:T ~D:.:t:~lSTRATlON 
DEPARTMEN'r OF BUlL.DINGS 

DATE: December 3, 1973 

TO: Borough Superi~tendents 

FROM: Tho;..as V. Burke, Director of Operations 

suaJ~CT: EXITS 0: I,;~GE RE'!'AIL STORES 

INTE~T: 

R.t:Q'{j:i"GD 
ACT:i.O~: 

Kumamoto, ~apan, Thursday, November 29 - A fire 

raged out of control in a crowded department store 

today, and police reported 107 persons killed and. 

100 injured. 

With the coming of the Christmas season, it is 

espe·::ially important that those. stores where lar;e· 

numbErs of persons congregate for Christ:as shopping, 

maintain the exits in a clear, unobstructed cbnditior.. 

and that exit and directional signs be provided so 

that the location of the e~its may be obvious to personE 

in the stores. 

l. CONSTRUCTION DIVISION 

A) Each such store in your borough shall be inspected 

for these conditions as quickly as possible so as to 

require sufficient exits for the great number.of 

persons using the retail stores ·at this time. Exit 

signs are to be located so that signs designating 

at least two exits are visible from any point of a 

floor. Passages to exits shall be required to be 

cle~r and unobstructed. Doors are to be readily 

oper.able, with no obstructions of any kind. 

B) It shall be required that any obstructions of 
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- exits be eliminated at once and the emergency in­

spector shall_require co~pliance before he leaves 

the premises. Upon failure to do so, a summons to 

court shQll be issued to a responsible perso« in 

charge of the store. 

C) Escala~ors or movins stairs shall be inspected 

to determine if the horizontal shutter is functioning 

properly. 

D) When exit or directional signs are not ade~ua~c, 

ve=bal notice shall be give~ that place.~en~ 0£ ad­

ditional signs is requi=ea; and violation o=cers "re 

to be filed subsequently. Reinspection shall be 

made not later than one week afte= iss~ance·of the 

violation notice and where the exit or directional 

signs have not been ins~alled, sQilmonses to court 

are to be issued to persons in responsible charge of 

the stores. 

2. PLU~1BI!\G DIVISION 

A) Each such store in your borough shall be inspectec 

as quickly as possible·to determine if a_spriz:ikler 

system is in operation. The o.s. & Y. Valve s~all 

be inspected and the inspector's test valve shall 

be opened. 

B) Should the sprinkler syste..~ be deemed inoperative, 

the plu.wing inspector shall not leave the pre:nises 

until either corrective measures are tcu(en or the 

Bo=ough Superintendent is notified by telephone. 
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3. This.procedure·shall be started on Monday, 

Dece"~e= 3rd, and shall be completed as quickly 

as possible, as discussed by telephone. 
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Distribution: 

Executive Staff 
CO:U..tt. John T. O'Hagan 
Fire Department 

- Thomas v. Burke 
Director of Operations 
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