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THE CITY ¢ NPV YORY

DEPARTMENY OF BUILDINGS

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM | oate: NOV 3 1977

TO BOROUGIH SUPERINTENDENTS
FROM" Director of Operations Irving E. Minkin, P.E.

SUBJECT: EXITS OF LARGE RETAIL STORES

With the coming of the Christmas season, it is especially important that
those stores where large numbers of persons congreqgate for Christmas
shopping, maintain the exits in a clear, unobstructed condition and that
exit and directional signs be provided so that the location of the exits
may be obvious to persons in the stores.

Each such store in your borough shall be inspected for these conditions

as quickly as possible so as to require sufficient exits for the great
number of persons using the retail stores at this time. Exit signs are

to be located so that signs designating at least two exits are visible
from any point of a floor. Passages to exits shall be required to be clea:
and uvnobstructed. Doors:are to be readily openable, with no obstructions

of any kind.

Ficld inspe~tors or supervising inspectors are to make such inspections.

It shall be required that any obstructions of exits be eliminated at once
and the incpector shall require compliance before he leaves the premises.
Upon failure to do so, a summons to court shall be issued to a responsible

person in charge of the store.

When exit or directional signs are not adequate, verbal notice shall be
given that placement of additional signs is required; and violation orders
are to be filed subsequently. Recinspection shall be made not later than
one week after issuvance of the violation notice and where the exit or
directional signs have not been installed, summonses to court are to be
1ssued to persons in responsible charge of the stores.

Escalators or moving stairs shall be inspected to determine if the
horizontal shutter is functioning properly.

"lumbing Division

I'ach suc. Ltore in your borough shall be inspected as quickly as possible
t» determine 1f a sprinkler system is in operation. The 0.S. and Y valve
- srall be inspected and the inspector's test valve shall be open.
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I'tumiir: 2i--i-jon - continued.......
wonid it sncinkler system be deemed inoperative, the plumbing inspector
shall n.i lcave the premises until either corrective measures are taken

or the Borcugh Superintendent is notified by telephone.

Borouah superintendents shall require that violation orders be issued
without delay.

™ '.s prrncedure shall commence upon receipt of this memorandum and

completed as soon as possible.

Irving/E. Minkin, P.E.
Dire¢tor of Operations

IEM:BCB: ¢ A )
cc: Commissioner Jeremiah T. Walsh
Deputy Commissioner, A.J.Jenkins
Deputy Commissioner, B.F.Parascandola
Messrs: Badlato, Kupfer, Polsky
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