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Pursuant to Section 5 of the NFPA Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards, the National Fire Protection 
Association has issued the following Tentative Interim Amendment to NFPA 70®, National Electrical Code®, 2023 edition.  
The TIA was processed by the NEC Code-Making Panel 9 and the NEC Correlating Committee, and was issued by the 
Standards Council on March 21, 2023, with an effective date of April 10, 2023. 
 
1. Revise paragraph 314.29(A) to read as follows: 

314.29 Boxes, Conduit Bodies, and Handhole Enclosures to Be Accessible. Boxes, conduit bodies, and handhole 
enclosures shall be installed so that wiring and devices contained in the boxes, conduit bodies, or handhole enclosures can 
be rendered accessible in accordance with 314.29(A) and (B). 
(A) In Buildings and Other Structures. Boxes and conduit bodies shall be installed so the contained wiring and devices 
are accessible. Boxes and conduit bodies that are recessed into or behind finished surfaces of buildings shall have access 
to their internal contents maintained by openings in their covers and in the building finish that comply with 314.29(A)(1), 
(A)(2), or (A)(3) as applicable. Removable finished covers and faceplates that maintain this access shall be permitted. 
(1) Boxes 1650 cm3 (100 in.3) or Less in Size. The openings in the building surfaces, if reduced from the outer walls of 
the box, shall be centered not more than 25 mm (1 in.) from the centerline of the box, and shall not extend beyond the 
walls of the box. If rectangular, the opening shall be not less than 73 mm (2 7/8 in.) by 45 mm (1 3/4 in.) in size. If 
circular, the opening shall not be less than 90 mm (3½ in.) in diameter. 
 
Exception: Smaller openings in building surfaces that accommodate one or more individual devices shall be permitted if 
all of the following conditions are met: 

(1) The outlet box that supplies the device(s) is nonmetallic. 
(2) The branch circuit wiring that supplies each device consists of a separate nonmetallic cable assembly originating 

outside the box, or individual sets of conductors in a single nonmetallic raceway, all of which originate outside the 
box. Other than the connections to a single device, these conductors are not spliced in the box or continued to 
another device, and no other wiring or raceways enter the box. 

(3) Each device is capable of removal from the building surface opening without being damaged. If a special tool is 
required for this purpose, the applicable circuit directory for the device records the location of the tool, together 
with a product code/QR code for acquiring a replacement if necessary. 

(4) All connections for each device to the branch circuit wiring are made with listed clamping-type wire connectors, 
which are supplied with the devices. The branch-circuit conductors are arranged to permit the connector(s) to be 
exposed after the device has been fully removed. 

(5) The device assemblies are listed for this application. 
 

(2) Boxes Larger Than 1650 cm3 (100 in.3) in Size. The openings shall not be smaller than the outer walls of the box. 
(3) Conduit Bodies. The openings shall not be smaller than outer walls of the conduit body. 
(B) Underground. Underground boxes and handhole enclosures shall be installed … 
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