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Th e  N YS O f f i c e  o f  C a n n a b i s M a n a g e m e n t  ( O C M )  
o f f e rs C A URD 1   l i c e n se e s t h e  o p t io n  o f  o p e ra t in g  
o u t  o f  a  Te m p o ra ry  De l i v e ry - O n l y  ( TDO )  l o c a t io n  
f o r  u p  t o  1 2  m o n t h s f ro m  l i c e n se  i ssu a n c e  b e f o re  
o p e n in g  a  re t a i l  d i sp e n sa r y .

1 Conditional Adult-Use Retail Dispensary (CAURD), a type of legal adult-use c annabis lic ense issued by OCM.

OCM regula tions p rohib it TDOs from servic ing   wa lk-in c ustomers and  c urbside p ic k-ups. OCM a lso 
req uires TDOs to be visua lly silent on the outside ? no signs or d isp lay of c annab is is a llowed . See 
OCM?s CAURD Delivery Guidanc e  for deta iled  TDO regula tions.

To find  a  suitab le spac e for your TDO, look for loc a tions where this type of use is a llowed  by zoning. A 
TDO is c onsidered  Use Group  (UG) IX(A) mic ro-d istribution fac ility or warehouse. The following tab le 
desc ribes the d istric ts tha t a re suitab le for suc h use a long with a llowanc es and  restric tions whic h a re 
spec ific  to eac h zoning d istric t. To lea rn how to loc a te your business, visit Guide to Loc ating Cannabis 
Businesses in NYC in Complianc e with the Zoning Resolution.

Use Group (pre-ZEO UG)2: 
Use Name (NAICS Code)

Distric ts 
Permitted

Allowanc es & Restric tions
NOTE: sf a rea  indicates zoning floor area

UG IXA (7C, 16D): 

Mic ro-d istribution fac ility, 
warehouse

C1, C2
Up to 2,500 sf; outside Manha ttan, not permitted  in 
C1-1 through C1-4 and  C2-1 through C2-4

C4 - C7
Up to 5,000 sf a t g round  floor; limitless a rea  above 
g round  floor

C8 As-of-Right

M1 - M3 Conform to performanc e standards

Another key aspec t of find ing a  suitab le spac e for any business is the Build ing  Code oc c upanc y 
c lassific a tion. A TDO may be c lassified  as S-1 (modera te-hazard  storage) or S-2 (low-hazard  storage) 
depend ing on the c ombustib ility of the storage c ontent. 

If you p lan on having a  sma ll inventory of p roduc ts and  a  rela tively la rge a rea  for offic e func tions, it 
may be c lassified  as Oc c upanc y Group  B (business). Where high-p iled  c ombustib le storage and / or 
rac k storage is used , the build ing  and / or a rea  is sub jec t to spec ific  fire p rotec tion and  sa fety 
req uirements in the Fire Code. Refer to the NYC Fire Code for the definitions of high-p iled  c ombustib le 
storage and  rac k storage and  their relevant Fire Code req uirements. 

Use and  oc c upanc y a re rec orded  on the Certific a te of Oc c upanc y (CO), whic h should  be 
amended  when it no longer matc hes the p roposed  business estab lishment. See the Cannabis 

2  The New York City Zoning Resolution was amended  to p rovide for new zoning uses and  new Use Group  c a tegories and  numbering. Use 
Groups have been reorganized  and  simp lified  from numbers rang ing from 1 to 18, to ten Roman numera ls rang ing from I through X. See 
Servic e Notic e to lea rn more.
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https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/ugchange-sn.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/ugchange-sn.pdf


Business: Adult-Use Retail Dispensary Guide  to lea rn whether 
an amendment is req uired . As an a lterna tive to amend ing 
the CO, you may opt to pursue a  Temporary Use Permit 
(TUP). A TUP a llows short-term uses in a  spac e without filing  
for a  CO amendment, p rovided  tha t the spac e will be 
oc c up ied  in a  manner tha t will not endanger pub lic  sa fety, 
hea lth, or welfa re; 

3 and  tha t the spac e will c onform with use 
p rovisions of the Zoning Resolution.  Where the Department 
has no ob jec tion to the p roposed  use, a  TUP will be g ranted  
for 90 days.4

Please refer to the following if pursuing a  TUP:

1. The app lic ant (PE/ RA) must submit a  req uest letter to the 
Borough Commissioner?s offic e for a  TUP. The req uest letter 
c annot be submitted  via  DOB NOW, it must be submitted  
in-person in the borough offic e where your TDO is 
loc a ted .

2. The title of the req uest letter must inc lude the:
- business name

- address, Bloc k, Lot, BIN

- Temporary Use Letter for Cannabis Temporary 
Delivery-Only Location

3. The ma in body of the req uest letter must beg in with an 
exp lana tion for the TUP req uest and  must inc lude the 
following:

- desc ription

- app lic ab le Build ing  Code

- p roposed  oc c upanc y

- floors to be used

- da te of opera tion

- hours of opera tion

- tempora ry struc tures and  eq uipment ? interior 
pa rtitions, doors, lighting  fixtures, elec tric a l outlets, etc . 
Pursuant to AC 28-111.1.1, these struc tures and  
eq uipment sha ll be tempora ry.

4. Signed  and  sea led  d rawings by a  PE/ RA.

5. Filing  fee  
5 of $100 for the initia l 30 days of dura tion; $130 

for eac h add itiona l 30-day period  of permit dura tion.

To  le a rn  w h e re  
Zo n in g  Use  
G ro u p s a re  
a l l o w e d ,  u se  t h e  
G u i d e  t o  Lo c a t i n g  
C a n n a b i s 
Bu si n e sse s i n  N YC  
i n  C o m p l i a n c e  
w i t h  t h e  Zo n i n g  
Re so l u t i o n .

D O B?s Sm a l l  
Bu si n e ss Te a m  
o f f e rs o n e - o n - o n e  
su p p o r t  o n  
D O B- re la t e d  f i l i n g  
m a t t e rs.

3  Administra tive Code §28-111.2 Conformanc e. Tempora ry struc tures and  uses sha ll c onform to the struc tura l strength, fire sa fety, means 
of eg ress, ac c essib ility, light, ventila tion and  sanita ry req uirements of this Code as nec essary to ensure the pub lic  hea lth, sa fety and  
genera l welfa re

4  Administra tive Code 28-111.1.2 Letters authorizing  tempora ry uses. The Commissioner is authorized  to issue a  letter authorizing  the 
tempora ry use of outdoor or indoor spac es p rovided  the spac e sha ll be oc c up ied  in a  manner tha t will not endanger pub lic  sa fety, 
hea lth, or welfa re. Suc h letters authorizing  the tempora ry use sha ll be limited  as to time of servic e or use, but sha ll not be permitted  for 
more than 90 days. The Commissioner may g rant extensions for demonstra ted  c ause.

5  Filing  fees as per §28-112.8 of the Administra tive Code.

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/canbiz-rd.pdf
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https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/canbiz-rd.pdf


6  UL 2849, the Standard  for Elec tric a l Systems for e-b ikes, for the elec tric a l system of any powered  b ic yc le sold , d istributed , leased , or rented
    in New York City. 

7  UL 2271, the Standard  for Ba tteries for Use in Light Elec tric  Vehic le App lic a tions, of any storage ba ttery for a  powered  b ic yc le or mob ility
   devic e sold , d istributed , leased , or rented  in New York City.

4  Filing  fees as per §28-112.8 of the Administra tive Code.
5  UL 2849, the Standard  for Elec tric a l Systems for e-b ikes, for the elec tric a l system of any powered  b ic yc le sold , d istributed , leased , or rented
    in New York City. 
6  UL 2271, the Standard  for Ba tteries for Use in Light Elec tric  Vehic le App lic a tions, of any storage ba ttery for a  powered  b ic yc le or mob ility
   devic e sold , d istributed , leased , or rented  in New York City.

If your spac e needs permanent insta lla tion, i.e., a  ba throom or storage room, you must file an 
Altera tion app lic a tion in DOB NOW: Build. Minor work and  ord ina ry repa irs like pa inting  or sink 
rep lac ement do not req uire a  permit pursuant to §28-105.4.2 of the Administra tive Code. More deta ils 
a re ava ilab le on DOB?s Do I Need a Permit web page. Whether you a re in need  of c onstruc tion 
permits, a  Certific a te of Oc c upanc y, or TUP, you should  hire a  lic ensed  professional to d isc uss how 
best to manage your p rojec t. Sta rt by submitting  an online req uest for guidanc e with DOB?s Small 
Business Team .

Lastly, if overnight storage of delivery b ikes is p lanned , be aware of the dangers assoc ia ted  with faulty 
lithium-ion ba tteries. On 3/ 20/ 2023 Loc a l Law 39 of 2023 was signed  into law by Mayor Adams to 
manda te tha t e-b ikes, e-sc ooters, e-mob ility devic es, and  light elec tric  vehic le ba ttery pac ks must be 
third -party c ertified . When you purc hase or lease them, make sure they a re manufac tured  in 
ac c ordanc e with UL 2849 

6 and  UL 2271. 
7 Also c onfirm with the land lord  tha t e-b ikes c an be stored  

inside the build ing

RESO URC ES
- Go to OCM?s CAURD Delivery Guidanc e  for deta iled  regula tions perta ining  to TDOs. Contac t OCM  

a t (888) 626-5151 or visit them online a t c annabis.ny.gov.

- Use the Guide to Loc ating Cannabis Businesses in NYC in Complianc e with the Zoning Resolution to 
lea rn where Zoning Use Groups a re a llowed .

- Reac h out to NYC Small Business Servic es for assistanc e with an adult-use c annab is lic ense, 
no-c ost resourc es, and  government regula tions. Contac t SBS a t (888)   SBS-4NYC  |  (888)  727-4692 or 
online a t nyc .gov/ sbs.

- For DOB-rela ted  matters, c ontac t DOB?s Small Business Team  and  visit them online a t 
nyc .gov/ dob-sbt. 
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