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Hon. Jo3eph B. t<letr., Chalrman 
E3oard of 5tDndc1rd!i and Appeals 
80 L~f~,yettu St. 
NE;w York, N. Y. 

Denr Cl'l.:tlrman Kleln: 

s~ptember 6, 1977 

Cal. #:?53-77SM; U.S. Gypsum Floor-Celling Assembly 

I ht1ve been edvlsed that varlous !lrchtteets and engineers have been 
tn.."ldvertent\y given the trnpreaaton that the floor-celllng assembly ap
proved by the Board of Standards and Appeals under Cal. #253-77SM, 
C'lf• July 7, 1977, ls permlsalble ln Ccnstructton Group 1 buildings under 
ti •t. new L..ul\ding Code. 

However, since the type of essembly does not constst exclustye\y of 
nonccrnbu!itlble muterlnl, it is my lnter-pretatlon that the assembly 
dc.!ucrll>ed ln the subject Cal. n\M"nl>er is, in fact, combustlble and not 
authorized where elther the old Bulldlng Code or the new Bulldlng Code 
requires construction elements or asaembltes ,to be noncornbusttble, 
ond am notlfylng il11 borOUCJh off'lces and the constl"'Uctlcn Industry to 
th.:, t effect . 

1 would apprecl;;itc If, tn view of the mlsunder-standlngs that have alr-eady 
nr ben .:ind which will probably continue in the future desplte rny letter, 
that the Board amend the subject Cal. number so as to lnclude the 
provtso to the effect that thle assembly cannot be used where the 
But\dtng Code requlres noncombustlble elements or assemblies. 

JTW/IF.M/df 

C~· nep. Comm. Jenktns 
/\sst. Corr,m. Parascandola 
f. xec. Stnft 
Roro . Supts . 
lnctustry 

Very truly yours, 

Jeremlah T. Walsh, P.E. 
Commtssloner 
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