
' Th~ City of New York 
HOUSING AND DE":i::LOPMENT !.D!-ITlJISTRhTION 

Department of Builciings 

-Die~CTIVE NO. 3L-1970 

TO: Borough Superintendents DATE: August 11, 1970 

FROr-::· ~.T. \·:alsh,P.E., Acting Directo~ or Operations 

SUBJECT: Soil Tests for Ur.dcr-Side,·ralk Trans.former Vaults 
Sub-article 1101.0 Building Cede 

. This directive ·supersedes the rnemorar.idum dated November 4, 
1960, \·thich st:.pplc?:icnted Directive ·1~0.- 17 of 1958 on the subject 
of "Soil Tests for Undcr--Sicim:alk Transformer Vault,s." 

Applications for tho installation of undcr-side,·1alk vaults 
to house publi.c _ utility equip!nent, ,::hen filed by the util::. ty com­
panies, sh~ll be c=-:-2~pt f::.'"or.i the. requirements of sub-article 1101. 0 
"Soil Inve~t.igation" of. the Building Code 'including inspections, 
pro•vided tho.t the utility ccrnpany submits with the application a 
statement to the effect-th~t:- . 

a careful inspection of the soil \·Till be made 

the 1 :tallation'would·be ma.de on soil of adequate 
bearing capacity . · . • • · 

the utility company_.will take_ full responeibility 
for any settlement of such urider-oidewalk vault 

prompt repair itlll·be made in the event settlement does 
occur • 

The above exemption does not apply to thA present require­
ments regarding the structural effect of such ir.stallatic~·on the 
foundation or footings of any adjoining building or structure. 
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