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PRESENTATION DESCRIPTION

Â Property owners are or will be required by law to file compliance reports on 
retaining walls and parking structures. This presentation will review different 
types of retaining walls and parking structures, the maintenance difficulties 
and inspection nuances, and the details of the code requirements for each. 

Â We estimate there to be 1350 private properties with retaining walls that must 
comply with this law. With Cycle 1 now complete and compliance reports 
reviewed, we are beginning to develop a database of issues with these 
structures which we will present.

Â Parking structures come in many forms and materials and owners of these 
structures will be required to have them inspected by an engineer and submit 
compliance reports every six years. This presentation will go over the relevant 
data and anticipated reporting requirements. 
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Retaining Walls
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Â Cycle 1 complete; Cycle 2 open

Â Violations issued to 1350 properties for No Report Filed (NRF) in 
Cycle 1

Â Work closely with other agencies on their retaining wall 
population (MTA, Parks, DOT)

Â We continue to refine our population

Â QRWI interviews

Â Outreach
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RETAININGWALLS: Overview

Â Where retaining walls are found in NYC

Â Majority of retaining walls are located on lot lines

˟ Makes ownership prone to disputes

Â Evolution of old codes with regards to ownership and 
engineering requirements

Â Compliance with current Code

Â Current statistics
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RETAINING WALLS IN NYC

Â Dense Urban Environment

Â Mostly built late 19th/Early 20th Century
˟ Aging materials (rubble stone)

Â Demising walls
˟ High Property/Low Property
˟ Multiple Private Owners or Public Right of Way

Â Municipal Retaining Walls (large stakeholders)
˟ DOT
˟ Parks
˟ MTA
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RETAINING WALLS IN NYC
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