
 
  NYC Department of Buildings 
  280 Broadway, New York, NY 10007 
  Patricia Lancaster, FAIA, Commissioner 
  (212) 566-5000, TTY: (212) 566-4769 

Report of Materials and 
Equipment Acceptance Division

 
 
Pursuant to Administrative Code Section 27-131, the following equipment or material has 
been found acceptable for use subject to the terms and conditions contained herein. 
 

MEA 448-00-E Vol.2 
Manufacturer: Weyerhaeuser Co, P.O. Box 8449, Boise, Idaho  

83707 
  
Trade Name(s): Parallam® PSL 
  
Product: Parallam® Parallel Strand Lumber (PSL). 
  
Pertinent Code Section(s): 27-617 through 27-624 
  
Prescribed Test(s): ASTM D198, Flexure Allowable bending stress.  

Allowable tension parallel to grain stress.  Allowable 
compression parallel to grain stress, beam shear, 
shear block, shear parallel to grain test.  Allowable 
compression perpendicular to grain and 
perpendicular to wide face of strand, etc. 

  
Laboratory: PFS corporation and design tables were certified by 

Glyn R. Boone, P.E., New York State License 
Number 067567. 

  
Test Report(s): Various test reports and other documents were 

submitted in support of the design properties and 
performance of Parallam PSL. 

 
 
Description :  Parallam PSL is manufactured from strands of a single wood species or 

species combinations that are oriented parallel to the length of the member and 
coated with a phenol-formaldehyde adhesive.  The wood species or species 
combinations and adhesive used to manufacture Parallam PSL are specified in 
the approved quality control manual and manufacturing standard prepared by 
Trust Joist.  Parallam PSL is available in rectangular cross sections having a 
maximum width of 11 inches, a maximum depth of 19 inches, and lengths up to 
66 feet.  Cross sections up to 7 inches by 54 inches are available through 
secondary lamination.  This product has been tested and assigned design values 
for use in structural applications. Daily quality control checks and periodic third 
party inspections are conducted to assure product quality and performance. 
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Terms and Conditions:  The Parallam PSL lumber, as described above, is accepted on 
the condition that:  
 

1. All uses, locations and installations shall comply with the applicable requirements 
of the New York City Building Code and the design provisions and specifications 
as listed in the above table shall apply.  

 
2. Structures designed using Parallam PSL lumber shall conform to the 

manufacturer’s design specifications except that appropriate design load(s), 
deflection limitation(s) and other performance standards of the New York City 
Building Code shall apply. 

3. Parallam PSL lumber shall be for interior use only and stamped “INTERIOR MEA 
448-00-E” on each beam. 

4. Parallam PSL lumber, when stored out-of-doors or exposed to wetting weather 
conditions during construction, shall be inspected by the user for separating and 
for swelling or warping and replaced if so damaged.  Parallam PSL shall not be 
used where a maximum moisture content exceeding 19% will result. 

5. The fire resistance of Parallam PSL is equivalent to that of sawn lumber of equal 
depth and width when used in heavy timber construction. 

6. Except as noted in Footnote 7 to Table 1, adjustments to the design stresses in 
Table 1 for duration of load are permitted in accordance with the code. 

7. Where members qualify as repetitive members as defined in Part 4.3.4 of the 
NDS-1991 Revised or NDS-1997, an increase of four percent is permitted in 
allowable bending stresses. 

8. Parallam PSL may not be cut, notched, or bored, except that when supporting 
uniform loads only, maximum 1.0-inch diameter holes may be drill in minimum 4 
⅜-inch deep beams, maximum 1 ¾ inch diameter may be drilled in minimum 5 ½-
inch deep beams, and maximum 2-inch diameter holes may be drilled in 
minimum 7 ¼ -inch deep beams. All holes must be located in the center third of 
the beam span and the center third of the beam depth.  The minimum clear 
distance between holes must be two times the diameter of the largest hole.  
Rectangular holes are not permitted.  Holes in cantilevers are beyond the scope 
of this approval. 

9. The adhesive used in the manufacture of Parallam PSL shall not delaminate 
during a fire. 

10. Parallam PSL is identified with a stamp noting the name of the manufacturer 
(Weyerhaeuser) and the plant number; the product trade name (Parallam® PSL); 
the production date, the grade, the species; and the name of the quality control 
agency (PFS Corporation). 

 
11. All shipments and deliveries of such equipment shall be provided with a metal 

tag, suitably placed, certifying that the equipment shipped or delivered is 
equivalent to that tested and acceptable for use, as provided in Section 27-131 of 
the Building Code. 
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NOTE:  In accordance with section 27-131(d), all materials tested and accepted for 
use shall be subject to periodic retesting as determined by the Commissioner; and 
any material which upon retesting is found not to comply with Code requirements or 
the requirements set forth in the approval of the Commissioner, shall cease to be 
acceptable for the use intended.  During the period for such retesting, the 
Commissioner may require the use of such material to be restricted or discontinued 
if necessary to secure safety. 
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