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WHAT SHOULD YOU DO?

VISIT US:  nyc.gov/ buildings              CONTACT US:  nyc.gov/ dobhelp

At a minimum you should:

- sa fely store or p ile a ll ma teria l in storage loc a tions in a  manner tha t will not overload  any 
part of the struc ture or c rea te any hazard  

- c lean a ll a reas of debris on the c onstruc tion site and  demolition site a t least da ily. 

- remove materia ls and  debris in a  manner tha t p revents injury or damage to the pub lic  or 
p roperty 

- review Chapter 33 of the NYC Build ing  Code for add itiona l minimum req uirements. 

Demolition materia ls and  debris must be p lac ed , stored , and  removed  pursuant to the 
req uirements of the approved  demolition d rawings and  the New York City Construc tion Codes.

DO NOT store materia l, inc lud ing demolition debris, in c avity spac es between struc tures, i.e., 
between independent wa lls. (Figures 1 & 2) The ac c umula tion of ma teria l and  debris results in 
unac c ounted  for forc es on the existing  struc ture. The p ressure exerted  by materia l and  debris 
ac c umula tion has the potentia l to lead  to struc tura l fa ilure and  injuries.   

                    shows accumulated demolition debris 
improperly positioned behind an independent wall 
that caused the partial collapse of material, resulting 
in an impact load on the adjoining floor framing.

FIGURE 1                     shows accumulated demolition debris 
improperly positioned behind an independent wall 
that caused a partial collapse with damaged 
adjoining framing.

FIGURE 2
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