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buildings 

bulletin 
2022-015 

ISSUANCE DATE 
November 7, 2022 

 TECHNICAL 

ISSUER: 

PURPOSE: 

SUBJECT(S): 

Keith L. Wen, R.A.  
Assistant Commissioner, Code & Zoning Interpretation 

This Bulletin rescinds 25 Memoranda, 3 Directives, 2  
TPPNs, and 2 Letters which were issued by the Department 
but are no longer applicable under current Codes and Local 
Laws. 

Rescinding Directives, Memoranda, TPPNs, and Letters 

BACKGROUND 

The Department of Buildings periodically reviews published Buildings Bulletins (BB), Policy and 
Procedure Notices (Technical, Operational, Legal, Administrative, OTCR) and the various 
Directives, Executive Orders, Memoranda and Letters issued in the past to ensure their continued 
consistency with current Departmental practice and to verify that new laws and regulations are 
incorporated into these documents.   

The above listed Memoranda, Directives and Letters are rescinded effective immediately and are 
attached therein.   

The rescinded documents will appear on the Department’s website with the watermark 
RESCINDED. Because this review is ongoing, documents not specifically listed in this Bulletin may 
be addressed in future bulletins. Watermarked Memoranda, Directives, Executive Orders and 
Letters may be accessed through the online version of this Buildings Bulletin found at 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/building-bulletins.page.    

RESCINDED DOCUMENTS 

Directive 10 of 1975, Directive 10 of 1973, Directive 18 of 1971 

Memo 1/15/75, Memo 4/18/72, Memo 8/25/80, Memo 6/12/73, Memo 8/19/54,   

Memo 4/7/77, Memo 8/17/71, Memo 8/22/75, Memo 11/5/75, Memo 4/12/90,   

Memo 8/17/71, Memo 12/14/77, Memo 11/13/73, Memo 7/1/70, Memo 3/13/72,  

Memo 2/26/82, Memo 7/16/82, Memo 12/8/82, Memo 9/27/77, Memo 10/31/72, 

Memo 6/7/72, Memo 12/20/89, Memo 2/19/71, Memo 5/22/87, Memo 3/2/72  

TPPN #9/87, TPPN #8/87 

Letter 7/3/89, Letter 10/4/90 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/building-bulletins.page
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HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT AB?A!Hl$T IATI0N
C2.-ARTMSNT Cf ■5

DIRECTIVE *10 of 1975
OATS: August 28, 1.975PgPA5TM«NTAl MSMQ?.A»?nUH

Borough Superintendents

Thomas V. Burke, P.E., Director of Operations 

Non-centra I Air-conditioning Systems - Local Cow $5/73

TO:

ROM:

SUBJECT:.

\

The provisions of Local low *5/73 do not apply to air-conditioning and/or
mechanical ventilation systems that do not serve more than the floor
which the equipment is locoted. Specifically, the provisions of the
followtno do not aoolv:• — • • •

on

x.

06-1704.5(0 (9)d 

a6-1704.5fe) (8)d 

* C26-T704.8 (b)(7)

RS 17-3A Item 9 (n)(7) ond •• 
RS17-3B Item 9 (n)(7)

Thomas V. Burke, p.E. 
Director of OperationsTVB:JWS:ASR

Comm. Walsh 
Deputy Comm. Jenkins 
Assistant Comm. Foraseandolo 
Executive Staff 
Fire Department 
Industry

cc:

911
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

DIRECTIVE NO. 10 OF 1973
DATE: November 7, 1973

TO; Borough Superintendents

Commissioner Theodore Kara-iheuzof f, P.E.ROM:

USE OF MECHANICAL MEANS FOP DEMOLITION 
SECTION C26-1905.4 BUILDING CODE

SUBJECT:

This directive supersedes Directive No. 44 of 1957, on the 
same subject, and is revised to reflect the provisions of 
the new Building Code.

PROCEDURE

Use of mechanical means of demolition shall be in accord­
ance with the provisions of Section C26-1905.4 of the 
Building Code. Note that in addition to other require­
ments, mechanical menu- m*-' not l»e us?h for anv building 
exceeding 40 feet _nrt. itvriuo j..» u..ight.

Mechanical means cl d«niiol> \' 'u may ’e permitted only upon 
issuance of a written special penmit by the Borough 
Superintendent and in accordance with the provisions of 
subdivision (d) of Sectiox: C26-19f'<. 4.

1.

2.

The Superintendent, upon issuance of a written special 
permit to use mechanical means of demolition, may impose 
such additional requirements as a condition of the permit 
as he may deem necessary or desirable.

3.

A written request in duplicate shall be submitted to the 
Superintendent by-the contractor in which the contractor 
shall show the number of the demolition application and 
shall make a statement that the use of mechanical means 
of demolition will comply with all of the applicable 
provisions of the Building Code and with all of the require­
ments of the Borough Superintendent.
that no person will be permitted in the safety zone of 
demolition while the mechanical means of demolition is in 

He shall accompany the request with the following

4.

He shall also state

use. 
information:

A plot plan drawn to scale, showing the dimensions of 
the lot and safety zone, the size, location and height

a.

74?
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of the building to or den:.-,ii 
structure’s or. the lot and the -.his: awe iron the 
structure to be cemolishod to- the nearest buildings 
on adjoining lots and the distance from the lot to 
the building line of the nearest intersecting street. 
It shall be noted whether the scr i.ur^s are vacant

streets shall 
sheds, fences

et :icrm ;

or occupied. 
be indicated, 
and other protective equipment shall be shown.

The widths of adjoini:
The location of sidewall:

A statement of the construction classification of the 
building or buildings to l>* demol ■ -.3.

b.

A statement of the equipment ' o used and the method 
to be employed tc demolish the- st ru r'.urv wi * h such 
equipment.

c.

Acceptable evidence that at least five days prior to 
issuance of a. permit, written notice of intent, to 
demolish has been given to the ov^ ie:r r. ~i all adjoining 
lots, buildings and senu^:- facilities which might he 
affected by the proposed demolition,
C26-113.3 of the Buildina Code.

d.

per Sectionril~

5. Upon receipt of a request to use mechanical demolition, 
the Superintendent shall determine whether- the f'u;ogoing 
requirements have been fulfilled. He shall haw inspection 
of the building made without delay to verify the state-* 
ments made. The inspector shall report also as to whether 
demolition is in progress and ac to whether mechanical demo­
lition is being used. Where demolition is in progress 
without a-permit or wnere mechanical means of demolition is 
being used without approval of the Borough. Superintendent, 
a stop work order shall be issued iinmodic iy and, if 
necessary, the assistance of the Polio-:- ^•'oartment shall 
be requested. The inspector shall s’nb. v:iu-‘-h~i. tho side­
walk sheds, fences and other protective construction have 
been provided and shall note any condition:; which would 
make use of mechanical, means ol demolition inadvisable.

Upon receipt of the report of the inspector, the Borough 
Superintendent shall review the report ana the request to 
use mechanical demolition and shall di-.cide whether it is 
safe and desirable to permit such use.

6.

'•-■iji hv so decides, shall notifyThe Borough Superintendent. 
the applicant by letter that he may be granted a special permit 
for mechanical means of demolition and. in such case, the con­
ditions of use shall be listed in the special permit, 
the Borough Superintendent decides that mechanical demolition 
is net to be permitted, he shall so notify the- applicant in 
writing.

7.

Where

743
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-3-

The contractor shall maintain upon the demolition site 
during demolition operations, a copy of the special 
permit granting permission to use mechanical means of 
demolition.

8.

9. A copy of the request and permission or denial shall be 
filed with the demolition application.

10. The practice of inspectors making a preliminary report on 
a request for a demolition permit as to whether mechanical 
means of demolition may be used shall be discontinued. 
Directive No. 3 of 1971, which required reporting whether 
mechanical demolition would be permitted, on form No. 117B, 
is hereby rescinded.

11. This directive shall be effective immediately.

Theodore Xarjaghei&ofi, ^P.
&-C <

&
CommissionerTK/TVB/df

Exec. Staff 
Abraham Dollinger,
Wrecking Contractors Assoc, of N.Y. 
1 Penn Plaza 
New York, N. Y.

CC:

744
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Exec. Staff 
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Mr. Howard Molk, Chairman, 
Mechanical Codes Committee,

•C n

CC: irector ofr*x Operations
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATIONCorrect ->i
1-15-75DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

DATE: December 30, 1974DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

Borough Superintendents

Thomas V. Burke, P.E., Director of Operations 

Equipment Use Permit for Emergency Diesel Oil Generators

TO:

PROM:

SUBJECT:

The purpose of this memorandum is to clarify the procedure used 
for Issuing equipment use permits for emergency diesel generators.

1. An emergency diesel oil generator installation consists 
of fuel burning and fuel oil storage equipment and 
requires an equipment use permit C26-116.5 (c)

2. The installation of a diesel oil generator is not 
subject to controlled inspection but must be installed 
by a licensed oil burner installer.

3. The filing procedure is described in a memorandum 
dated Aug. 17, 3.971 "Application for Emergency Generator 
Vol. II page 558.

In addition to filing Form 8 Kisc Plumbing Application, form 16 
application for certificate of approval for oil burning installation 
shall be filed in triplicate (folder, inspector, and Fire Dept.) on 
completion of the installation.

4. When the installation is signed off a3 complete the 
plumbing division shall issue form 16A, certificate of 
approval to the installer. The Form 16A shall constitute 
the equipment use permit. Directive 16-1971 Modified 
June 26, 1974 subdivision HI.

■7

Thomas V. Burke 
Director of Operations

TV3:ah

cc: Boro Supts. 
Adm. Staff

Page 6 of 41

pwliu
Text Box
RESCINDED BY  
BUILDINGS BULLETIN 2022-015 



The City of New York 
HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 

Department of Buildings
DATE: April 18, 1972DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Borough Superintendents
FROM: Thomas V. Burke,P.E., Director of Operations
SUBJECT New Form 15 "Oil Burning Eguipment Applications" and Form 16 

"Application for Certificate of Approval for Oil Burning 
Installation" Section C26-108.3 Sub-Art.14l6-n Administrative Code

1. This memorandum supersedes Directive #21 of 1959, and other memo­
randums and directives specifically relating to Form*15 "Oil 
Burning Equipment", Form 15A "Minor Oil Burning Equipment" and 
Form 15B "Replacement of Oil Burning Equipment",

2, Effective June 5, 1972, the new Form 15 (Revised 2/22/72) en­
titled "Oil Burning Equipment Application" is to be used for all 
oil burning equipment connected with the heating of a building.
This application is to be used for any original installation, 
replacement or alteration.
The new Form 16 shall be issued by the plan 
tive date noted in paragraph 2 above. The :
as an Equipment Use Permit in the same manner as the old form and 
in accordance with item 3 of Directive #16 of 1971* Certificate 
of Boiler Inspection-, Form 276, shall continue in use as set 
forth in previously dated directives.

4. In .accordance with section C26-108.3 of the Administrative Code 
applications for permits to install service equipment shall be 
filed by an architect or engineer. Applications for replacement 
of oil burners, oil tanks and related piping or a boiler replace­
ment of the same capacity as the old boiler, may be filed by li­
censed oil burner equipment installers.

5. Related construction work in connection with the installation of 
oil burning equipment consisting of boiler room enclosure, en­
closure of fuel oil tanks, or the construction of the required 
ventilation for a boiler room may be filed on the new form with 
appropriate plans.
Any related construction work that involves structural work, such 
as a new or rebuilt chimney, encasing an oil tank underground, 
installation of structural steel or reinforced concrete shall be 
filed on a Building Notice or Alteration application by a regis­
tered architect or a licensed professional engineer.

desk after the effec- 
new form shall be used

3.

6.

“nomas V.. Burke,P•£. . •
Director of OperationsTVB/WNS/sl * 

cc: Executive staff 
BCAC - Industry
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THC CITY OF NIW VOflK
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

DATE: August 25, 1980PEPABTMENTAI M|MO»ANOUM

The Borough Superintendents, Industry and Executive StaffTO

FROM: Irving Polsky, P.E., Executive Engineer

Section C26-1202.2 Administrative Code, 
Natural light sources and locations.

SUBJECT:

Please advise your staff to correct the above section in their Build­
ing Code books so as to be in accord with Local Law 61 for the year 1 969.

The underlined. In the following extract, was omitted:

JJ'i. Srtmsi Oi-t.W.’ of -itch rtelr. as sdrtr.1 hy total law number *rvn*> ill 
ol the mr ninrteen hmrlnvl Miiyyiiflit, ii hmtjr iiimalnl to read at Inllwi.

9 <*J6 I Jit--- Natural lit III i—m and Ucoli-(a) Natural light, whm trouiird. 
•hall be ptwvhlnl by a-indoa*. skylight* immmi closed door* t
j.ilnanr* ,ir i-.il . r minijl li.ht Irjnvniiiinu tinli i. Sorli rmuen dull not br toratnl in
emeses a si tilth ».f lr«* than (• it. and <ncli *<i<m shall not hr loca:nl to a* M
errata a halnuhtc iwnm »hw 'trash rsrimts JO ft, rajrct in darllinc units of (roup I 
ron*trnrtini mntniiiinc mnrr than llint haliit.iblr morn. Sorb mutes. nrryt at pro. 
ililnl in (!•> hiia, iliall face nr mm uiwu the ttr nr m»w a public strett, sport. alter, 
park. hiclitir. or riata or war, or HW a yjoi. rosin. ptaaa, or macV win > arltart;
•lar turn rani. urt. fa’ll.!, nr sparr jam* a vtlark it Inratrrl upon Ihr nmr lot and
n of Ihr dimnwi>ui« rnimirol fay the apptnMr proriaiun* of the tuninc mobnmn 
Wlur* dvellmr units in hmUline* or Mare* classified in neevpaney pm; J-I or J-2 art 
Inlnl in a rrl'ar or a haamtmf arh dwelling unit or noils sited have at least \\ of their 
hrirlil ml alt iltrir ainlar surfaces ahm-r firry part of an "wlrtttcile adjacent 
«|ut" Snrli ", h>|n.ilr nljanl *|suc** si sail hr n|>ii in Ihr sk* anil shall hr a continuosa 
snrfarr jrra «r»>vk* llir ilsrlline rniit or mills tv4 Irss than .10 ft in its Inn donmaicai 
anil ahnfiinc ai tune Irvrl nr dirmly hrlna rrrry jvirt of the retrrior walls of tuth 
Jnrltine noil or units Snrh “.ulniiialr vljufi"! spare'’ shall mrliatr <rlv span which 
arr loi*a*ril cn i! e same In nr pie as ihr hsiililin; or 1*1 a poIJic sfrort sparr, allry.
park. highway or rsuh: of sai .aivl llir Irvrl nf sivti arras whirh a hut or ailjoia the
h.alstalde rsmni a* Ivast shall I- 6 in hrlnw tl-e window silly of any wir.-knrt.

fhi Vamral Indit tonrvrs <~av farr or o|rti iqm an mrlnsed nr.purtiaJly mrtosrrl 
tvalrony nr ifirr ah are a «r:ln.t visa arh halvnstv or spire faert apn a pnhlif street 
sparr Vtr\. park. I i-hsrav <r rirht nf way or npnn a >anl. nairt. piasa or parr above 
.1 Si • la. I> nIn» s'H-li yard. rimrt. pkir* ir spare alsm i srthark is ln-ainl upen the 
* r-e lot anil i. ••• the «ame d-t-emimts ftipiiied by ihr appiirahtr rown*vm» of ihr nvtint 
r. tivi.'iisii. li e n-'snnnm ■!■ prli nf .an* haliil.iMr risen is .at mnat JO ft mr.isnrnl fries* 
i* r .Wit farr vf t'f «af] fitnnrn- the partial or full roe Ins II re of tlsr bal.nny or tpiter.
llir rawlnsiire nf lit kalronr or spare is not msue than rase Mnrjr in hright and tlw
halroni pr apart pati|ilirs «t:h either of the fnflnainc:

(1) Thr it out “of ":lr lol.ony nr spore above a srthark has an opening to thr 
•mtrr air silver am is rspi.il in at k-asi 73 per mil of tit flour airfare area of 
»nch l-.al mm m »|«rr

!J) Tlir fon t nf i* r Kal. ir** nr spare alvnre a srtWk may hr romplftfly 
»h.-: tie hril-'r • is oi rroitp 1 neM'-rtirai pmvktnl the miter cndoair; 

ill. arr e* •-•-•1 vs till rVtr plat class or tiilh pbsfir rspu valent manplyinc with 
r.V (nt tf.-i a- I sivli r’atal stall arva is oyaal to at least 30 per rent nf 

•• ills i-nrl nil*, .nrh Vilnsiv nr sparr anl at least JO per ml of thr
a- t *>., i •rsn.ihe ,wv| nn siimhm- frrni am hathraran. watrrrlnvct

•t Lit.-hen sr<iosr a-ra is JO w|. ft or Irss npms on sitfi halrrr-

fcanl b

U
M • » *1
\*m.r :*i*. -»i»* 
m i «•* I ' I72S• f

Irving Poraky, P.E 
Executive Engineer

• 9
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HOUSING AND DEVELOPM
AVJ'J'r.W !■* XfcX'K. A*i/s*tn*\rrat(,r

rrNT ADMINISTRATION i

♦ . ✓c—* / -> n

w/-» ~ y

CJsT'f-y
<‘■0 C^‘1.11 <' r!-r ' <VK N V*

X* c THEnriOK*- p K . On.mi>„on-r
r#I*)f4NT * a . 4*rp<:.*i

*«>SEPW w. S! i*t/. As+ftti**?

June 12, 1973

Kr.
Dir^z 
Nev; ycr;.

* 250 Brc-i'i 
New i

jr L:€Z

y iioucinr: Authority/*«: *

10CC7V

JRe; Coanunity Center Kitchens
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or. sponsored by this dep'nrt- 
y Council Linder Intro ilo.

•:ru in

lr.It i • r>3 IlOX j

r-irent
1199,

**c. Hi.•» UA

iluti'J:'. 01 coc 
Lyings, cnurcnec. 

n r u o c c u: >u r e i e r, 
would -isoentj.

;-n. V IT--.een_3 
ro

equ
cT.\O nco w; «J- 'V-

-ut'vnninod by 
j authorise what

v'ol’■

the >Jc
you seel as a ret ter of lav/.

r.r '• au. a. -
»»011

‘O*5 T

based on Section C26-100.7 of the Adr.inis- 
on 1304 (4) (b) of the 

n described by you is acceptable, provided the i'ol-

Accordir.gly 
trative Code and 
the ir.sr.al 
loving conditions ai-e ret:

Yo»-k City Charter,c.r ev;
i tr

#.
(a) All iters listed above in your letter of June 
8, 1973 are complied with.
(b) An application is filed in the appropriate 
borough office of this department for each in­
tended installation and a permit obtained.
(c) Each hood is equipped with a fire extinguish­
ing system approved oy'the Board of Standards and 
Appeals.
(d) Each kitchen window is equipped witr. wire 
glass.
(e) In the event that the amount of natural 
ventilat led by the v;indovs is insufficient l 
to meet tne index of ventilation requirements of 
Article 12 of the Euildirg Code, mechanical ventila­
tion complying with Reference Standard ?J3 13-1 shall 
be rrovi

ov•> r*y*

r«

Very truly yours,

jheusoff,P.h.
Commissioner

775
Page 10 of 41

pwliu
Text Box
RESCINDED BY  
BUILDINGS BULLETIN 2022-015 



DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND BUILDINGS 
of the City of New iork

INIRADEPAPTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

TOr Borough Superintendents and 
Bernice P, Rogers, Deputy Commr 

Division of Housing

DATE August 19, 1954
• >

FROM:Bernard J. Gillroy, 
Commission er

SUBJECT* Installation of cooking spaces 
in converted dwellings

A decision that appeared in the Bulletin of the Board of Standards and 
Appeals on July 27, 1954 (Vol. XXXIX - No. 30 - pages 1180 and 1181 - Cal. 
No. 263-54-A) confirms the policy adopted by the Department, which was out­
lined in an intradepartmental memorandum dated July 19, 1954, in relation 
to "Classification of buildings - Examination of Plans - Plumbing," 
particularly item 2 thereof concerning the installation of cooking apparatus 
in converted dwellings subject to the provisions of Article 6 of the 
Multiple Dwelling Law.

In the subject case, 260-54-A, the follot/ing objection was raised in 
connection with the installation of new cooking spaces in a heretofore 
converted class B multiple dwelling:

"A2, Proposed kitchenettes in class B rooms indicate 
use for permanent occupancy, 
provide w/c facilities within the individual rooms.
Sec. 4, Subd. 15 M.D.L."

In confirming the policy of the Department, the Board affirmed the 
action of the Superintendent of the borough of Manhattan in the subject case, 
as follows:

Remove kitchenettes or

"ViHkRZAS, the Board finds that providing cooking ac­
commodations as proposed vVould be cont- 'try to public 
welfare and not in accord with the legislative finding 
of the multiple dwelling law,

"Resolved, that the decision of the Borough Superin­
tendent acting on amend, to Alt, Applic. 119/54, Obj. A2, 
be and. it hereby is affirmed and that the appeal be and 
it hereby is denied.1*

PLEASE GUIDED ACCORDINGLY .

/M
Bernard J. Gillroy 

Comjji^flioner

ft-22Copy to Messrs. Burke, Byrne, Collins, 
Conroy, Kelly, McDermott, Pine
Chief Inspectors of Housing
Chief Inspectors of Multiple 

Dwelling Soctions
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THE CITY Or NEW YORK

HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

DATE: April 7, 1977DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

fO: Borough Superintendents

Director of Operations Irving E. Minkin:ROM:

MECHANICAL DEMOLITIONSUBJECT:

My memorandum of March 24, 1977, regarding mechanical demo­

lition, is herc'v rescinded, and superseded by the following.

The memorandum dated August 22, 1975, regarding m'cchanical 
demolition, is modified in regard to the he>ight of the structure, 
by substituting the following language for item (d) therein;

(d) structure does rjot exceed 40 feet. However, special 
authorization may be granted for structures not exceeding 80 
feet in height provided that in addition to all of the require­

ments in said memorandum, and Directive f*D. 10 of 1973, 
the following items shall be adhered to:

ft

(1) All applications for mechanical demolition be first 
approved by Sam Roberts or his representative.

(2) A statement be made that where a crane is to be used, 
the sidewalk will be closed during machine operations, by 
permit from the Department of Highways.

(3) The crane or derrick has a certificate of approval, a 
certificate of operation; and a certificate of on-site inspection 
is noted will be obtained in conformance with section 
C26-1909.4.

(4) Location of demolition equipment must be noted on the 
plot plan submitted.

(5) The request forwarded by Mr. Roberts, Director of 
Demolition, notes that his demolition inspectors will confirm 
ttiat the conditions of the approval are being adnered to, as 
well as the following:

1297
99 tow > ■Y-----
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«*t

Type of demolition equipment to be used must 
conform to that approved on plans. For example, if 
plans call for a clamshall, a ball may not be used.

a.

i

b. • Crane and Derrick Division's approved Temporary 
Certificates of Approval and Operation must be with the 
machine used for demolition. The approved boom lengths 
will be in the upper left hand corner, and the form will 
be stamped Temporary Certificate of Approval and Temporary 
Certificate of Operation.

*

c. Serial number of crane must be the same as that on 
the approved form. Serial number will be found in cab 
of crane. If inspector is in doubt he is. to ask the operator 
for the location of the serial number or he is to call the 
Crane and Derrick Section at 482-7763.

Hoisting machine operators license to be current and 
is to be seen by the inspector.

d.

Approved Building Department Certificate of On-Site

Form will

contain the location of the machine, which is to conform to 
approved Borough Superintendent’s drawing and is to contain 
sketch of foundation necessary to spread load of outriggers 
or cats of the crane.

e.

Inspection (form #21C) is to be on the job site.

(6) In the case of demolition with a demolition boll, either 
Commissioner Walsh or the Director of Operations has indicated 
approval in writing, after a review of all of the facts and 
verification of conformance with section 25.5 of Reference 
Standard RS 19-2 by the applicant.

This memorandum is to take effect immediately.

Irvin <7eT
Director of Operations

Minkin, P.E.

lEM/df

CC: Comm. Walsh

Dep. Comm. Jenkins 
Asst. Comm. Parascandola 
Exec. Staff

Sam Roberts, Dept, of Development

»

J29&
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/ .
HOUSING AND BEVtLO^.t.u hUmiNiSTiiATIGu

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

DATEi August 17, 1971DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

Borough Superintendents

Director of Operations, T. V. Burke

Mechanical Demolition on Unsafe Structures and for 
Buildings on Urban Renewal Sites

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

The demolition of all unsafe structures is presently being processed by the

In view of this procedure, it isDepartment of Development on a priority basis, 

anticipated that there will be an increase in requests for mechanical demolition.

A copy of the memo on this subject matter dated October 17, 1968 is attached 

hereto. Please note that (last paragraph of memo) it is the responsibility of the 

demolition contractor to produce a letter of request for mechanical demolition from 

the Department of Development. Mechanical demolition permission shall be granted only 

when such operations can be conducted 6afely.

Mr. Seymour B, Feller has also requested that he be notified immediately 

where mechanical means of demolition are employed without proper permission on

demolition of structures contracted by "the Department of Development, 

tion shall be made by telephone to the Chief Inspector of Construction-Operations and 

be followed by a written report.

Such notifica-

LUSZZL
Thomas V. Burke 

Director of Ooerations

TVB:JL:rmr
J. LinkerChief Insp. of Constr-Opera 

Chief Engineers-Construetion 
Chief Construction Inspectors 
Director of Demolition, S. B. Feller

cc: •»

. <
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xufsai.ib A«T9" IJl7ILU?.ME?iT AOMPHSTHATJON
DS.'AXTMSST OF BUILSISCS

August 2 2,1 iCATS:CSfA’KMENTAt >\ZA»O<AN0UM
Borough Superintendents

C 79:
Thomas V. Burke, P.E., Director of Operations•*1^ u. 

• •* #»’*•

Mechanical DemolitionJUSJSC7:

With the prol iferation of fires in vacant 
structures, due to arson it is necessary that 
demolition be expedited.

At'meetings held August 19 and August 
21,1975 with members of Buildings, Development 
and the Mayors Arson Strike Force, certain 
ground rules were agreed upon which will govern 
the issuance of approvals for mechanical demolition 
as follows: •

When mechanical demolition is approved 
sidewalk sheds shall not be required. The 
Department of Development is assuming all 
responsibility for requiring the contractor to 
obtain all necessary Highway Department approvals 
for the street or sidewalk, closing, the erection 
of sidewalk fences as may be required and place­
ment of cranes in the street. Department of - 
Development is also assuming responsibility that 
all fences on sidewalk and fences delineating the 
safety z-one shall be erected cs far out-as is _
physically possible from the structure to be 
demolished. *

The Department of Buildings will treat 
approvals for mechanieal demolition of structures 
under H.D.A. contracts as emergency orders and 
will therefore not require on site inspections for 
cranes performing the work • lC26-190^.<(a)2.

■ Continued • a a a a

C
1092

. ♦
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f/.achan ical means approval may be granted :

(a) where there is a clear and vacant space 
between the building to be demolished and any 
occupied strueture^of at least 1/3 of the height 
of the building to be demolished.

(b) where building to be demolished has 
independent walls and has a clear space on 
one side as in (a) above and abuts another vacant 
building on the other side.

(c) v/here any adjoining open space is used 
as a parking lot, playground, etc., consent of 
the owner shall be required and the owner, must • 
agree to keep the space closed off and not in use 
for,the period of demolition.

(d) structure does not exceed 80 feet in
height.

The issuance of'mechanical demolition permits 
shall otherwise be in compliance with Article 19 
and Directive 10-1973.

All requirements of Article 19 other than the 
use of mechanical demolition as approved herein 
shall be complied Vvith.

Tfiomas V. Burke; P.E. 
Director rf Operations

Executive Staff

10<? 3
1 <mr
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THE CITY Or HEW YORK
i i HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADHIHJS7SATI0H

DEFAWTMENT OF BU1UOINCS

r DATE: November 5,DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

Borough SuperintendentsTO:

Thorhas V. Burke, Director of OperationsFROM:

MECHANICAL DEMOLITIOMSUBJECT:

The memorandum of August 22, 19.75, on the above 
subject.set forth four conditions which would permit 
issuance of permits for .mechanical demolition.

It was not the intent of this memorandum to limit per-

situations where the four items prevail. Directive No.
10 of 1973 {Page 742 of the directives and memorandums), 
setting forth the procedures for mechanical demolition, 
was not abrogated in any manner. Where, under the 
provisions of paragraph 6 of such directive, a Borough 
Superintendent believes issuance of a permit to be safe, 
with adequate protection for public and workmen, he may 
so issue a permit.C
Copies of the memorandum of August 22, 1975, and 
Directive No. 10 of 1973, are attached.

. #
Thomas V. Burke

TVB/df
Attachments

Director of Operations

CC: . Exec. Staff
Sy Feller, Dept of Development

c
ms
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGSHhem EXECUTIVE OFFICES
60 HUDSON STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10013 

RUDOLPH J. RINALDI, COMMISSIONERGtyr
'NewHork, 312-8100

MEMORANDUM

ID: ALL

EROM: BARRY G.
ASSISTANT aXffpSS^QNBl 

APRIL 12, 1990
i

DATE:

SUBJECT: MECHANICAL DEMOLITION

If, during regular business hours, you see a building being 
demolished using mechanical equipment, such as a bulldozer, a 
crane with a wrecking ball or clamshell, or other heavy 
equipment, please contact the B.E.S.T. Squad at (718) 802-3713.

If you see this type of work being done on weekends or in the 
evening, please contact the Night Emergency Squad at (212) 
312-8298.

The reason for this is that we want to closely monitor this 
activity to protect the public safety.

Mechanical demolition may only be used when authorized by a 
Borough Superintendent.

Thanks.

BGC:lg

2666
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THL‘ C!TY OF MEW YORK

HOUSING AND DEVELOP KENT ADt.iili!STF;ATIGK
DEPAPTMENT OF BUILD I NOS

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATE; August 17 f 1971
Borough Superintendents

Thomas V. Burke, Director of Operations 

Application for Emergency Generators

TO:

*ROM;

SUBJECT:

jT>gtLa-i i a •f-.s r\n nf1 emergency diesel

to be filed, in quadruplicate on B form o

APfl T^,uwv<*»t>uv gVltVACLWJ. 0

entitledctZ*6

Plumbing, Mechanical Equipment and Tank Installation. 
When the aoplication is approved; one copy is to be sent

Notification "to "the Department4» A 4*VkA P4
VV V*4U A V

ft****** uiaciiu*

of Air Resources is not required.

Minor partition work enclosing the generator may be in­
cluded on B form £.

*
Structural work, architectural work not of a minor nature 

and chimney construction is to be filed on a Euilding 

Notice or Alteration application with an accompanying B 

form 6 to include the installation of the emergency gen-
o vvi •

/?s S' sS.

rmr ....  *r: . *■
XilUiUcLti V* X5LLX‘JVtS , t # £i •

Director of Operations

✓  /£„‘ . .. rA 'Z*

TvB/v.'MS/si 

cc: Exec, staff
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THE CITY Cl NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATE : Of'^mber 14, 1‘17 7

TO
'I he Borough Superintendent's

FROM
Jeremiah T. Walsh, Commissioner

SUBJECT

Mechanical Ventilation for Interior Bathrooms and Cooking Spaces

This memorandum, while issued primarily to forestall vandalism 
to roof-mounted exhaust fans on buildings subjec t to rehabi! itatmn, is 
applicable to all multiple dwellings with mechanical ventilation for in­

terior bathrooms and cooking spaces to conserve energy.

The Superintendents, pending legislative enactment may allow us- 
aqe at variance from Multiple Dwelling Law Sections 33. subdivision 
3c, Section 76, subdivision 1j, and Housing and Maintenance Code Sec­

tions D26-31 .05 subdivision a (3) and Section D26-32.03 subdivision b 
in regard to the above and to provide individual fans at interior bath­

rooms and kitchenettes connected to a light switch and equipped with a 
damper to prevent backflow of air and odors. This will be in addition 
to required fire protection.

Individual exhaust fans shall have at least a 50% greater capacity 
than that required. (For example: Cooking spaces: 2 cfm 's.f. x 59 
max. sq. ft. x 150% = 1B0 c.f.m.j

Such exhaust tans must operate off the light switch, however a time 
delay switch or an overide switch, while desireable. shall not be man­

datory.

There shall be a back draft damper at the discharge of each fan to 
act as a positive seal to prevent odor penetration from entering adjacent 
or neighboring areas.

Back draft dampers are to be held in a closed position when fans are 
not in operation. They may be by a mechanical or'and sprinn load artion 
which pushes a flap or lid against its frame when the exhaust fan is in­

operative.

t

continue
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“Bono. Supts- -2-

A fusible link fire damper shall be provided at the vertical shaft 
where the duct branches to reach the ventilation spaces and the regis­

ters and fan. Except at bathroom exhaust connections a NFPA 90-A 
approved boot connection may be substituted in place of the required 
fire damper.

c—
7,....

yUercmiah T. Walsh, P.f~. 
y CommissionerJTW:IP:br

cc: Executive Staff

Deputy Commr. D.W. Joy, Office of R & HM. 
Ass't. Commr. Dell’Aira 
Dir. ofOper. C.J. Poidomani 
Professional Societies 
George Langer. P.E.

J403
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THE CITY OP NEW YORK

HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OP SUILDINGS

DATE: November 13, 19T3DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

TO: . Borough Superintendents
FROM: Irving E. teinkin, P.E., Executive Engineer
subject: Regulations Concerning Discontinuance of Operation of Certain 

Refuse Burning Equipment

Eerewith forwarded for distribution to department 
personnel are copies of regulations promulgated by the 
Department of Air Resources concerning discontinuance of 
operation of certain refuse burning equipment.

••
These regulations appear in the City Record of 

October 26, 1973, and become effective November 26, 1973.

These rules indicate the policies and procedures a* 
that will hereafter be followed by' the Department of Air 
Resources in the processing of djgpnntfwnanfjfl 
tions by them in the case of incinerators in a multiple 
dwelling containing 42 or fewer dwelling units per unit of 
refuse burning equipment, pursuant to Section 1403.2-4.01 
of the Administrative Code (Air Pollution Control Code). 
Prior approval by the Department of Air Resources is neces­
sary before this department can approve Emy application .for 
any work related to the discontinuance.

applica-

Irving E. Minkin, P.E. 
Executive EngineerIEMsnjk

cc: Comm. Earagheuzoff 
Dep. Comm. Cooke 
Ass't Comm. 'Stulz 
Exec. Staff

8I5A
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TUT CITY Of NEW YORK

HOUSING Ai:i3 DEVtLQPutHT AD
DEPART?'.ENT OF DUILDINGS

HMSTRAT10NI 9
i.J

DATE: July 1, 1970DEPARTMf-MTAL MEMO':A»DUM

TO: Borough Superi ntenoonts

FROM: Jeremiah T. Kulsh, Acting Dir. of Operations

Applications for Incinerator Upgrading - New York City 
Ilouei

SUBJECT:
Authority.

Attached hereto ir the listing of Bousing Authority locations within 
your borough for which applications for incinerator upgrading will 
be filed in the near future. These applications, when filed, shall 
be processed in the following manner:

Applications arc to be expedited.a.

b. The applications are to be assigned to one plan examiner, who 
shall process all such applications filed for Housing Authority 
property.

Applications shall not be examined by multiple dwelling examiners 
or plumbing examiners.

/«
The Department of Air Resources approval shall not be required 
prior to approval by this department. *

c.

d.

O
/jJeremiah T. Walsh, P.E.
\y Acting Dir. of OperationsJTW/df 

Att.

CC: Comm. O’Neill 
Dep. Comm. Ferro 
Asst. Comm. Padavan 
Dir. of Ops. Burke 
Chief Engr. Kupfer\

#• ■
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

DEPARTMENT Or BUILD I NOS

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATE. March 13, 1972

Borough Superintendents
Thomas V. Burke, Director of Operations 

Board of Education
Upgrading Incinerators and Oil Burners

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT: t

Under memorandum of April 10, 1968, all applications 
of the Board of Education are to be expedited.
The Board of Education is presently proceeding with 
the upgrading of incinerators and oil burning heat­
ing plants, in compliance with the laws relating to 
air pollution. It has asked that these applications 
be expedited and that applicants be given cooperation 
in problems that may arise, to facilitate compliance.
Please instruct the persons engaged in plan exami­
nation to provide cooperation and to expedite ap­
provals as requested.o

Thomas V. Burke
Director of OperationsTVB/df

CC: Exec. Staff
Hugh McLaren, Jr. 
Board of Education

a
J f.i
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Ime DEPART2JZX7 O? BUILDINGS
EXECUTIVE OFFICES
120 WALL STREET. NEW YORK. N.Y. 1000J

IRWIN FRUCHTMAN, P.E. Commimoner
24I-SS11

WS

QSgf-
‘Newlork,

'It**'r
February 26, 1932

• To: Owners, Architects, Engineers,
Professional and Industry Organizations

Re: Local Law f 5 Compliance

Commissioner Irwin Fruchtman has issued the following 
advisory relating to compliance requirements with tfte 
smoke and heat venting provisions of Local Law # 5 
for central air conditioned buildings.
For a Class E occupancy building that is centrally 
air conditioned to be in compliance as of this date, 
the following are the requirements:
Compliance by the Pressurization Option
1. a) Plans for pressurization systems have been filed and 

approved by the Department of Buildings.
b) A Building Notice has been filed indicating that 

there is compliance with the compartmentation 
requirements, namely; that one-third (1/3) of the 
floor area of the building has been compartmented 
into compartments of 7,500 sq. ft. or les? as of 
December 13, 1931.

Compliance by the Sprinklcritation Option
2. Plans have been filed and sprinkler installation work 

completed for one-third (1/3) of the floor areas 
of the building as of December 15, 1981.

Central air-conditioned buildings not complying with all 
requirements of either option will be issued the 
appropriate violations.

truly Yfitrns,

Blaise F. Parascandola 
Deputy Commissioner

BFP:mh
cc: Commr. Fruchtman, Dep. Commr. Minkin, Asst. Commr. Dennis 

Borough Superintendents IA 23
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THE CITY Of NEW Hjuk

DEPARTMENT Or BUILDINGS

19820 AT E :«2uly 16,£PA B TM I M TA l WtMOUNOUW

0: Borough Superintendents and Executive Staff
R,9*4/>la ise F. Parascandola 

’Deputy Commissioner 
Object: Local Law # 5 Concliance
z'

This memorandum amends the informational letter to Owners, 
Architects, Engineers, Professional, and Industry organizations 
dated February 26, 1932.
Specifically, the revision ts verifying compliance wicn the 
compartmentstion requirements of Local Law No. 5 for central 
air-conditioned buildings as per i C26-504.1 (c) of the 
Code that floor areas must be subdivided into fire resistive 
compartments of 7,500 square feet or less.
1. 8 C26-504.1 {c) (6) b - one third {1/3) of the total floor

area of the buildmo to ccmoiv cv Decercoer 13, 1981*
(a) An amendment application to the Local Law No. 5 applications 

may be filed by the owner or his representative as 
applicant listing the completed Alteration (Alt) and 
Building Notice (BN) applications that have been filed 
from February 7, 1973 to December 13, 1981 and thereafter 
by a licensed Professional Engineer or Registered 
Architect (including those inspected under Directive
No. 14/1975) in connection with any alteration work 
affecting one third (1/3) of the floor area of the 
building above 40 feet in height.

(b) When the interior alteration work performed under these 
Alt. and BN applications involves less than 1/3 of the 
floor area of the building above 40 feet, a separate 
(BN) application must be submitted by a* licensed P.E.

This application must state that an inspection 
has been made by the P.E. or R.A. of the balance of the 
one third (1/3) floor area above 40 feet and that 
such floor area had the required fire resistive compartments 
as of December 13, 1981.

(c‘, If after compliance with (a) and (b) above, there remains 
a portion of the floor area of one third (1/3) of the 
building above 40 feet in height not subdivided into 
the required compartments then an application mast be 
filed and approved and work completed and .inspected by 
the Department or by a P.E. or R.A. under Directive'
No. 1a/1975 to bring such remaining portion of the 
floo>: area into compliance.

•Dates for compliance a« Tocal Law Ho. 86/1979

or R.A.

_J86S
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2. j C26-604.1 (c) (6) c - Two third (2/3) of the total flcor
area of tne building to comply bv August ", 1984 •

The procedure set forth in paragraph 1 (a) (b) and (c) above
for verifying compliance with the one third (1/3) floor area 
requirement shall be similarly followed to verify compliance 

with the requirement that two thirds (2/3) of the floor 
area above 40 feet in height must be subdivided into 
fire-resistive compartments.

3• I C26-304.1 (a) (6) a - Total floor area of the build!r.c to
comply by February" '7, 13ba"'»

Again, similarly, the procedure set forth in paragraphs 1 (a) (a) 
and (c) above shall be followed to verify comoliancethat the total 
floor area of the building above 40 feet in height has been 
subdivided into fire-resistive compartments.

As indicated above in paragraph 1 (a), an owner or his representative 
may file the amendment application where reference is made to 
previous applications submitted by a licensed P.E. or R.A.

These applications must be filed no later than September 13,1912 . 
otherwise a violation will be issued. Please note that this date 
coincides with required date as per Local Law No. 86/1979 
for completion of the installation of the stairwell pressurization 
system.r-

* Dates for compliance as per Local Law No. 86/1979.

BFP:mh

cc: Comnr. Fruehtman 
Dep. Commr. Minkin 
Asst. Commr. Dennis 
Asst. Commr. Cox,.
Exec. Engr. Polsky 
Fire Dept.
Real Estate Board 
Professional Organizations

•'4

I
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THE CtTY OF NEW YOIK

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

December 8,19S2DfRARTM E N TAlM E MORAN DU M- c DATE:

TO: Borough Superintendents and Executive Staff

Ffft)M^Blaise F. Parascandola 
/1/1,UDeputy Commissioner 
feuflsfTECT: Local Law # 5 Compliance

This memorandum amends the informational letter to Owners, 
Architects, Engineers, Professional, and Industry Organizations 
dated July 16, 1982.

Specifically, this revision relates to verifying compliance with 
the compartmentation requirements of Local Law No. 5 for central 
air-conditioned buildings as per B C26-504.1 <c) of the 
Code that floor areas must be subdivided into fire resistive 
compartments of 7,500 square feet or less.

1. i C26-504.1 (c) (6) b - one third (1/3) of the total floor
area of the buildino to comnlv bv December 13. 1981* :

(a) An amendment application to the Local Law No. 5 applications 
may be filed by the owner.or his representative as 
applicant listing the completed Alteration (Alt) and 
Building Notice (BN) applications that' have been filed 
from February 7, 1973 to December 13, 1981 and thereafter 
by a licensed Professional Engineer. P.E., or Registered 
Archiect, R.A
No. 14/1975) in connection with any alteration work 
affecting one third (1/3) of the floor area of the 
building above 40 feet in height.

1. When the amendment is filed by the owner, it shall be 
processed by the examination procedure set forth in 
the Building Code. (§ C26-108.1 - 026108.9).

. G
including those inspected under Directive• 9

2. When the amendment application is filed by an R.A. or P.E. 
it may be processed by departmental directive * 14/1975.

(b) When the interior alteration work performed under these 
Alt. and BN applications involves less than 1/3 of the 
floor area of the buildinr? above 40 feet, a separate 
(BN) application must be submitted by a licensed P.E. 
or R.A.* This application must state that an inspection 
has been made by the P.E. or R.A. of th# balance of the 
one third (1/3) floor area above 40 feet and that 
such floor area had the required fire resistive compartments.

G

1913
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ic) If after compliance with (a) and (b) above-, there remains 
a portion of the floor area of one third (1/3) of the 
building above 40 feet in height not subdivided into 
the required compartments then an application must, be 
filed and approved and work completed and inspected by 
the Department or by a P.E. or R.A. under Directive 
No. 14/1975 to bring such remaining portion of the floor 
area into compliance.

2. § C26-604.1 (c) (6) c - Two third (2/3) of the total floor
area of the building to comply by August 7, 1984*

The procedure set forth in paragraph 1 above for verifying 
compliance with the one third (1/3) floor area requirement 
shall be similarly followed to verify compliance with the 
requirement that two-thirds (2/3) of the floor area above 
40 feet in height must be subdivided into fire-resistive 
compartments.

3. § C26-504.1 (a) (6) a- Total floor area of the building to
comply by February i, 1988*

Again, similarly, the procedure set forth in paragraphs 1 
above shall be followed to verify compliance that the total 
floor area of the building above ‘40 feet in height has been 
subdivided into fire-resistive compartments.

♦Dates for compliance as per Local Law No. 86/1979

3FP:mh

cc: Commr. Fruchtman 
Dep. Commr. Minkin 
Assp. Commr. Dennis 
Asst. Commr. Cox 
Exec. Engr. Polsky 
W. Kupfer 
M. Mody 
Fire Dept.
Real Estate Board 
professional Organizations

I OJA
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THE MTV r | NEW TOIIK

HOUSING AND DEVELOi id ENT ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

'•3i'i't'Mtix.r :?7 1‘ ’7/DATE:DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Borough S up ertntendents

FROM:
Jeremiah T. Walsh, P.E Coi nmlssioner• *

SUBJECT:

Diesel Tank and Dispensing lAimp Install.itlons in Existing Flrcliouses. •

1 his momurandum Is applicable only to existing firehouses constructed under 
the Old (t 9.’iU) Building or prior codes.

Directive No. to of 197.'? nllows the provisions of the 19-tm o>dc or laws provi< u *- 
ly in force to be applied for fuel oil storage provided public safety and welfare is not 
endangered.

The Department of Public Works Is engaged In a program to '’upgrade" existing 
firehouses, by enclosing exits,',Improving the ventilation systems and Installing now 
boilers and to provide diesel fuel oil storage facilities. The Fire Department will 
continue to review the plans for diesel tank Installations under their Rules and Reg­

ulations, (Directive No. 6/G9 dated July 7, 19(39), examination by this department 
should be confined to "stated work only. •i

Examination may be limited to the "Old" Building Code Oil Burner Rules only 
which under definitions 2.17 cover this type of installation. .

Since C^B-141(5.3 (a) (1) of the "New" Code, for tank capacLty of 5.r>0 gallons or 
l^ss, requires only that "such tanks arc mounted on adequate non-combur.tlble t'up'"rts, 
v/lth the tank anchored thereto," and omitting a requirement for a tank enclosure, such 
may be the case for firehouses.

The oil separators need not be required for these existing facilities where gasoline 
was previously stored and dispensed since the diesel oil replacement for gasoline is 
less hazardous and since under the "Old" Code they were not required unless there was 
storage of five or more motor vechicles.

• 7jererr>lah T. Walsh, P.E.

/ Commissioner•.

.(
\ « • A

\
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♦ v of* Maw Ycy*V
• • HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 

Department of Buildings
DATE: October 31, 1972DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Borough Superintendents
FROM: Thomas V. Burke,P.E., Director of Operations

Form 15 "Oil Burning Equipment Applications" 
Department Memorandum Dated April 18, 1972 
Revised June 7. 1972

SUBJECT:

This memorandum will serve to interpret "encasing an oil tank 
underground" as stated in item number 6 of the above referenced 
memorandum.
The entire item number 6 reads as follows:

"6. Any related construction work that involves structural 
work, such &s a new or rebuilt chimney, encasing an oil 
tank underground, installation of structural steel or 
reinforced concrete shall be filed on a Building Notice 
or Alteration application by a registered architect or 
a licensed professional engineer."

"Encasing an oil tank underground" refers to buried tanks with 
earth backfill and is permitted to be filed for on Form 15 with 
no additional filing.
Where an oil tank installation involves concrete or structural 
steel (such as tanks on piles or tanks in buried concrete 
vaults; the structural portion shall be filed separately, with 
the tank only filed for on Form 15.

.Burke, r.Thomas
Director of OperationsTVB/PEO/sl

cc: Executive staff 
BCAC
Industry “

707
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The City of New York 
HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 

Department of Buildings
(Revision #1: June 7*1972 

DATE: (APRIL 18, 1972
departmental MEMORANDUM

TO: Borou^^Superintendents
FROM^"Thomas V. Burke,P.E., Director of Operations

. 'OBJECT: New Form 15 "Oil Burning Equipment Applications" and Form 16 
"Application for Certificate of Approval for Oil Burning 

Installation" Section C26-108.3 Sub-Art. 1416,0 Administrative Code
This memorandum supersedes Directive #21 of 1959* and other memo­
randums and directives specifically relating to Form 15 "Oil 
Burning Equipment", Form 15A "Minor Oil Burning Equipment" and 
Form 15B "Replacement of Oil Burning Equipment".

2. Effective September 5, 1972, the new Form 15 (Revised 6/7/72) 
titled "Oil Burning Equipment Application" is to be. used for all 
oil burning equipment connected with the heating of a building. 
This application is to be used for any original installation, 
replacement or alteration.

3. The new Form 16 shall be issued by the plan desk after the effec­
tive date noted in paragraph 2 above. The new form shall be used 
as an Equipment Use Permit in the same manner as the old form and 
in accordance with item 3 of Directive #16 of 1971. Certificate 
of Boiler Inspection, Form 276, shall continue* in use as set forth 
in previously dated directives.

4. In accordance with section C26-108.3 of the Administrative Code, 
applications for permits to install service equipment shall be 
filed by an architect or engineer. Where exemptions from plan re­
quirements are noted in section C26-116.4 the application may be 
filed by licensed oil burner equipment installers.

5. Related construction work in connection with the installation of 
oil burning equipment consisting of boiler room enclosure, en­
closure of fuel oil tanks, relining existing chimney, or the con­
struction of the required ventilation for a boiler room may be 
filed oh the new form with appropriate plans.
Any related construction work that involves structural work, such 
as a new or rebuilt chimney, encasing an oil tank underground, 
installation of structural steel or reinforced concrete be
filed on a Building Notice or Alteration application by a regis­
tered architect or a licensed professional engineer.

X.

en-

6.

Thomas I. Burke,P.E.
Director of Operations

TVB/WMS/sl
, cc: Executive Staff 

BCAC - Industry
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asatie DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
4Cityr 

‘Newlork
EXECUTIVE OFFICES
60 HUDSON STREET, NEW YORK. NY 10013

CHARLES M. SMITH. Jr., R.A., Commiuioner 
312*8100

MEMORANDUM

GEORGE SAKCNA, P-E. 
BGROOGB SUPERINTENDS^

TO:

GB0RCX E. BERGER/ P.E. 
ACTING DEPUTY CXMHSSIGNER

FROM:

DECEMBER 20/ 1989DATE:

TYPE B GAS VQHS FOR MULTI-STORY INSTALLATIONSSUBJECT:

The applicant/ Lawrence Stamp/ installed ceiling mounted gas 
fired space heaters for multi-level storage warehouse located 
at 444 East 10th Street under B.N. #221/89.

On October 27, 1989 an inspection was made to test gas
connections. The gas test was approved with the objection 
stating that flue pipe connected to common flue is not allowed.

The applicant has requested this office to reconsider the above 
objection which was denied by the borough superintendent.

Section 27-884 allows the gas fired equipment to vent through 
multi-story type B gas vents. MEA 5-70-E Vol. II gas fired 
equipment are installed with Board of Standards and Appeals 
approved gas vent and flue pipe (Cal. 1538-48-SM).

Therefore,
above installation meets the stated requirements.

the said objection is hereby reconsidered provided

2624
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

datei February 19, 1971DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

Borough Superintendents 

Thomas V. Burke, Director of Operations 

subjects Plenum Walls

TO:

FROM:

This is to confirm my previously issued verbal instructions 
on the above subject. Walls, partitions and other enclosures 
of plenum chambers or shafts, s\ibjoct to air pressure differ­
entials, shall be designed to withstand the maximum pressure 
that may be developed under any conditions.
Examiners are to require that such maximum pressures shall be 
indicated on the plans and shall check for structural compliance.

ViThomas V. Burke 
Director of Operations

i

Com. J. Ferro 
Dep. Com. J. Stein 
Asst. Com. F. Padavan 
Executive Staff

cc:

495-
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fine DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

Gtyr 

‘NmHoik
EXECUTIVE OFFICES
60 HUDSON STREET. NEW YORK. NY 10013/wIF

CHARLES M. SMITH, Jr„ RA„ Cnmmuaopg
312-6100

MEMORANDUM

TO: Borough Superintendents & Executive Staff
FROM: Irving Polsky, P.E., Executive Engineer

May 22, 1987DATE:

SUBJECT: Section 3-2.10.1 of Reference Standard RS 13-3, 
Fire Protection for Ducts from Commercial Kitchen 
Range Hoods.

Section 3-2.10.1 of the modification of NFiPA 96-84, as 
revised by Calendar Nos. 695-84-BCR and 814-85-BCR, states:

"3-2.10.1 A minimum insulation covering of two inches of 
magnesium or calcium silicate block, attached with galvanized 
steel wire or construction equivalent in insulating and fire 
resistance qualities, shaJ1 be applied to all ducts inside of the 
building."

This is interpreted to limit fire protection for metal ducts 
from commercial kitchen range hoods to magnesium or calcium 
silicate block.

Please inform your personnel to verify the foregoing on 
applications containing kitchen plans.

Irving Polsky, P.E 
Executive Engineer

• f

: ft fiiT-
Marvin Hassman, P.E. 
Director, Materials and 

Equipment Division
Concurred!

IP/gt
cc: Fire Dept.

Industry

2211
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SB
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

Cityr 

‘Nmloik,

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
60 HUDSON STREET. NEW YORK. NY 10013■UJJ-

CHARLES M SMITH, Ji, R.A.. Comoaiwicmer

GEORGE E. BERGER, P.E. 
Assistant Commissioner 
Building Construction

Issuance #62

TECHNICAL
POLICY AND PROCEDURE NOTICE j 9 /87

BCROUGH SUPERINTENDE27TSTO:

£AGeorge E. Berger, P.E. 
Assistant Coamissioner

FROM:

Smoke Control - Corridors of Hospitals 
27-777.01 (a) (2)

SUBJECT:
i

December 10, 1987DATE:

Enclosed or unenclosed passageways serving patient 
rooms in a hospital where doors from such rooms 
are not required to be closed, shall not be con­
sidered as corridors for the purpose of required 
separation of ventilation systems as per Section 
27-777.01 (a) (2).

i

GEB:NTP:lg■7

cc: Executive Staff 
Industry 
Fire Department

i

S
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OP BUILDINGS

DATE: March 2, 1972DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Borough Superintendents
Director of Operations, T. V. Burke

Mechanical Demolition - Directive £3 of 1971 
"Accelerated Demolition Program"

FROM:

SUBJECT:

1. Directive Do. 3 of 1971 requires the filing cl Form 117B "Information - 

Mechanical Demolition of Building" in each unsafe building case being authorised 

for demolition pursuant to precept and in each case being certified to the Board of 
Health for declaration as a public has&rd.

2. The use of Fora 1173 (Bevised) shall continue. In those cases where it 
is .deemed that mechanical demolition would not be safe, questions #1 and §2 must be 

answered. In cases where it is deemed that the structure can be safely taken down 

by MAffKarnrai naimn^ »n pertinent questions «h*TT be answered.

3. In view of the fact that conditions in unsafe buildings may change from 

day to day because of vandalism, firo or advanced deterioration, no further informa­
tion regarding mechanical demolition shall be disseminated until after a demolition 

permit is issued,. Cbly in this manner can we avoid charges of favoritism or unequal 
treatment when bids are filed based on Information furnished by this department and 

such information may or may not be the same for a given structure depending an the 

date the information was supplied.

4. If a written request for use of mechanical demolition pursuant to 

Section C2&-1905.A (d) Is made subsequent to the Issuance of a demolition permit, 
- • such request shall be processed after inspection by the Borough Chief Engineer-
Tl.' Construction or Chief Construction Inspector who shell sitalt a report to the 

Borough Superintendent.
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Pomits vrticn granted to use a>P-h.nr.ip-al naatut of aHal 1 spoil OUt fill

conditions and restrictions and shall delineate the safety sane.

5. Directive Do. 44 of 195? “Use of Mechanical Method of Demolition11 

shall he used as a guide in the issuance of such pemita.

/S /3*4£L
Thoaae V. SurUe 

Director of Operaticna

TYB:JL:rnr
ec: Executive Staff

Chief Ihgra-Ccnstructian 
Chief Construction Inspectors 
Unsafe Building Coordinators 
Director of Demolition, S.B. Feller 
Attachment - B-Fora i*117E .(Bavised)

rnC
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mk. urThe DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
(

4iNettrl&k.
EXECUTIVE OFFICES
60 HUDSON STREET. NEW YORK, NY 100X3■mi-

CHARLES M SMITH, |t, R.A.. CommiHioner

Issuance #61 GEORGE E. BERGER, P.E. 
Assistant Commissioner 
Building Construction

TECHNICAL
POLICY AND PROCEDURE NOTICE #8/87

BOROUGH SUPERINTENDENTSTO:

FROM: George E. Berger/ P.E. 
Assistant CommissionerJ

)
Ventilation in Existing J-l Buildings 
Section 27-777.02

SUBJECT:

DECEMBER 10, 1987DATE:

As per Section 27-777.02(a), when an undercut
door or a space above a ceiling in a corridor is being 
used to furnish direct ventilation to a sleeping room or 
suite, such use shall be discontinued unless continued
use is permitted by the Commissioner.

Reconsideration for the continued use of corridor 
spaces as a plenum may be permitted provided that either 
a combined heat and smoke damper or independent heat and 
smoke dampers shall be installed at all penetrations of 
construction required to have a fire resistance rating 
and smoke detecting devices shall be installed in accordance 
with the requirements of Section 27-981. Activation of 
any two(2) detectors on a floor shall cause closure of 
all dampers at that floor and shut-off of ventilation service 
to that floor.

As per Section 27-777.02(b), a manual smoke 
purge system in the corridor shall be provided through 

' the mechanical ventilation or exhaust (other than the toilet 
exhaust) system presently existing in the building. If 
there is no natural ventilation in the corridor and no 
such mechanical system existing, manual smoke purge is 
not required.

GEB:NTP:lg
Joseph DeMeo, Fire Department 
John J. Hodgens, Fire Department 
Executive Staff

Industrycc:
i
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as
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

Cftyr 

eNmYork
executor ofhces
«o Hudso n srruErr. new yore, ny toots

CHARLES M. SMITH. Jt. *-A_

GEORGE £. BERGER. PX
f^tmmiidnngr

Building ConstructionJuly 3/ 1989

Hr. Lawrence Reider 
Associate Partner 
Cosentini Associates 
Two Pennsylvania Plaza 
New York, New York 1012].

Rc>: Bnergency
Your letter dated June 20, 1989

Dear Mr. Reider:

Your letter to the Executive Engineer Irving Polsky, P.E. has been 
referred to this office for review and reply.

Section 6.1 of the Rules and Regulations Relating to Bnergency Power 
Systems requires a fuel supply sufficient for a period of at least six 
(6) hours, while Section 3.3 makes the installation of the fuel tank 
subject to the provisions of Article 17, sub-chapter 14.

Because the emergency generator is not being fed continuously and the 
storage tank is of a small capacity, the Department of Buildings is 
not objecting to the fuel tank being located an the roof and 
hand-filled using 1 containers.

However, the construction, installation and maintenance of the tank 
shall otherwise coqply with all the requirements of the Code.

sry tryl^afcurs,

George E. Berger, P.E. 
Assistant Commissioner

GEB:RD:rmr
Executive Engineer, Irving Polsky, P.E.cc:
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Hne sS*®*'DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

Gtyr 

Wewlork
EXECUTIVE OFFICES
M HUDSON STREET. NEW YORK. X.Y. 1001J

RUDOLPH J. RINALDI. ComrantiontT GEORGE C. SAKONA. P.E. 
Depuiy Commas tone? 

Technical Allan 
(2121 J12-8120

October 4, 1990
Nr. Brian Woodward
Rolf Jensen & Associates/ Inc.
Park 80 West/ Plaza I]:
Saddle Brook/ Mew Jersey 07662

3 Re: Gravity Venting for Atriums a puiim

Dear Hr. Woodward:

Your letter dated Hay 22/ 1990 to Commissioner Rinaldi has been forwarded 
to my office for review and response.

1. Gravity vents are: required as a back system if mechanical systems 
fails. The gravii:y vents should be doing the same functions that are 
required of mechanical venting systems. Therefore/ the gravity vents 
should be designed and sized based on volume and height of the 
Atriunv/Mall

2. The purpose of gravity vents are to provide a back-up system for 
venting should a mechanical system fail. Therefore/ your request to 
install a second mechanical venting system in lieu of gravity vents is 
hereby denied, 
building this arrang

Bowever, on a case by case basis far a particular 
ament may be considered.

Very truly yours#

George C. Sakona/ P.E. 
Deputy Commissioner*

GCS:HIP:rmr
Coomissioner R. J. Rinaldi/ R.A. /
Executive Engineer 1. Polsky, P.Ey 
Borough Commissioners/Superintendents 
Executive Assistant M. Kirk - 017713 - 5/25/90 
Chief Jotin J. Toohey, Bureau of Fire Prevention

cc:

I
2746
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