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OPERATIONAL 

ISSUER: 

PURPOSE: 

SUBJECT(S): 

Keith L. Wen, R.A. 
Assistant Commissioner, Code & Zoning Interpretation 
 
This Bulletin rescinds 6 Memoranda, 2 Directives, 10 
Letters and 3 Extract City Records, which were issued by 
this Department but are no longer applicable. 
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BACKGROUND 

The Department of Buildings periodically reviews published Buildings Bulletins (BB), Policy and 
Procedure Notices (Technical, Operational, Legal, Administrative, OTCR) and the various Directives, 
Executive Orders, Memoranda and Letters issued in the past to ensure their continued consistency with 
current Departmental practice and to verify that new laws and regulations are incorporated into these 
documents.  

The above listed Memoranda, Directives and Letters are rescinded effective immediately. Rescinded 
documents are not applicable to any projects filed after the date this Bulletin was issued. The rescinded 
documents will appear on the Department’s website with the watermark RESCINDED. Because this 
review is ongoing, documents not specifically listed in this Bulletin may be addressed in future Bulletins. 
Watermarked Memoranda, Directives, Executive Orders and Letters may be accessed through the online 
version of this Bulletin at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/building-bulletins.page. 

 
 

BULLETIN RESCINDS: 

Memo 12-23-81, Memo 12-1-81, Memo 2-2-72, Memo 1-27-72, Memo 11-7-85, 
Memo 12-17-74 

Directive 15 of 1974, Directive 11 of 1972 

Letter 7-24-89, Letter 7-26-89, Letter 5-29-91, Letter 12-12-88, Letter 1-25-88,  
Letter 10-7-88, Letter 1-29-90, Letter 8-14-86, Letter 12-3-85, Letter 7-31-91 

Extract City Record 6-18-86, Extract City Record 5-18-87, Extract City Record  
6-22-89 
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HPD COM~ISSIONER'S INTERPRETATION NO. l 
(~!fec-;.ive December 23, 1981) 

SSC26-170S, 026-20.08 and 026-20.09 of tho Admini~trative C~de 
(Smoke Detecting Devices) - Duty of owner where tenants 
installs sMoke detecting devices. 

An owner requests advice as to his duty where a tenant 1~stalls 
a smo.ke detecting device in a dwelling unit requ~ :-ed ~o be 
equipped with such devices by these sections of the Ada1n1stra
tive Code. 

The relevant sections of the Administrative Code and t!'le HPD 
Regulations promulgatea pursu~nt thereto on September 29, 1981 
impose a duty upon owners of the covered dwelling units speci
fied therein to provide and install at least one approved ~nd 
operational smoke detecting device in •aen suc:h dwell1n9 unit. 
No exception or release of the obligation is expressly C'Otlt•in
ed therein where someone other than the owner inat•lla · or 
elects to install an approved and operational smokt? detecting 
device in the manner prescribed by law. 

The intent of t.his law is to provide for the protect ion and 
safety of tenants in the c:ase or fire related c:ondit1on• in 
their dvellinq units. The primary responsibility for usple• 
menting this law is clearly placed upon the owner. Howevet', 
the r.omrnissioner finds that it is not inc:onaistent 11t1:n the 
purposes of the law to qualify the outies of ownu·• vher• 
approved and operational smoke detecting devices are installed 
by persons other than the owner. The Comm i.ss ion er :a.a awu·•, 
for ex~mple, that the New York City Fire Department haa under
taken a program to inst~ll such devices in dwellinq un1t1 occu
pied by sen1or citizen::;. Also, tenants may prefer to 1nstdl 
or may have already inst3lled their own ehoiee ot de~ie•. 

The Cornmistiioner therefore finds that where an approv.a and • 
oper~tional smok~ detecting d~vicc is installed by someone 
otner tnan ~n owner, the owner shAll have a duty :o inspect and 
certify to HrO the satisfactory 1nstallation ot a smoKe detec:
in9 device as ·presc:r1.b•d by the HPO R•<;ulations promulgated on 
Septen:oer 29, 19&1. He shall not be required to install a 
separate device under these circumstances • 

• 

.. 

1799 

tmathew
Text Box
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TO: 

(_ 

• 

THE CITY o, Nf\'I YOt.t< 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDIMGS 

DAU: Decc;n.l::~r l, l SI 

!. C:?<,-Ji12.](. (b) (1) ,incl C-'-fi-170:?.lri (h) (2) - W,itcr Sur,ili 
t.o· :fr.::.:lC&UT1ic·rrrc7•ti~~;·-:--sl ".i 1,c.lpTtll~-rrr;~ Pumps mu~ t CJ. ther 
fi:ivc-t.\~·--sourccs of w,\tcr :~upply, or ,1 suction t,"lnk l\Uqmcnt
in<r t!ln !tin~lc ~ourcc, 1o1h,·!rc r,r.rmi ttcrl. 

2. c~ € :-..!. ?. 'l].:J .. r.!, ) - C l.!"l_;"i_! 1:..fZ.i!=.:!!:}.!"·"....!!~ ..:·~-~~r !luppl ic s f.o r :;--, r in!d t 
: .• :t, :":!.!ti,· F1r,: Pump:-: ,;;1n h,: \l:;,.,t .1:; .i ::nr-1nr.lcr !ju;,r,l ·1 
.·1.·,.·,1i~1.;J lhc rumps co,nply with Lh" .q,plic.:lblc prrJv.i.:;ions 
,,f ;;~ct:io:'\s C:?6-170:?.15 4-ncl r.2€-17()2. U. (Except: that 
nn •"n1.· I •H~ur~:-: ~h., 11 he-: r~f]ui n~cl.) •rh" ~ lr.ctric pn·11mr tt, the 
moLuz: sh .. 1 ll be.: t.ikc.:n ~rom Lho s~L·c:cL :1ldc of the hr.u!ic 
3crvi~c switch. · 

3. ns 17-2 Section 2-4.3 .ind Tahtc 2-2.1. (a)- Water Sup:ilv 
Regu1r~3 tor S!r1nkler _!Y5tcm3. Buildings that are 
prcJomiui.lntly ight7iazard may h:ivc a litjht hazard wa tcr 
supply provid~d the ordin~ry haznrrl r1reas are designed for 
ordin~ry h~zaru requirements. 

4. :ts .U;._:? Scetio_!' __ 1-d.1~~nn :?_;_S..:.1_& ~ptcr 8, High Riso 
Builcill~"JS. Conil-1 nc•d .i:;~.,nctpl j.'~ ann i:;prinkJ.er sy5c.:~s can 
be us\l'•.t-in r:,f",G,11 iind .T Oc:cnp,mcics provided tht? automatic 
iirc pump, if 11s,~d, ; :; r.-c:wirlcd w; t:h emergency power that 
is .:1utc.•m.l t. i.c !':w Lt -:hintJ. 

5. £.!_~-1700.1, C:?6-17?1.2 (,,) I~:dstinrr ~prjnklers. When • • 
r1ltcrin~ ur c;,tcnrtln'.J ,,n c::1st1n'} sy5tC.'tt, the ej:tension 
must be made t~ ~om~ly with the pro~cnt code. Existing 
nndcrsi~C'cl ri1•11hf ,:.,n J:cm:iin, providr:rl .1clditional heads 
,\re no l :,udc:\J tu it. 

6. ~2G~t-~03 •. ~ '"L ~n_u!.t'"~~!;. n! _w~_1·,•r;: -~•~ppt_y_ - lt is ~ccl"!pt.-iblc t~ 
use.: th~ dc.'•11,~t.:1c- w,1t,"\.' !Hlf)['ly in multiple dwellings only 
tor sprinkle-rs 1n c-n,~riclcwu ,·rnd i.n rcfu::<:- chutes, and in 
cJthcr .limj L"-<l .,r~.JH, 'l'hc ctom11~t.ic water m.iy be suppl.i.cd by 
direct publi~ w~tcr conn~ctiun t,r equipment and pumps 
«pprovcd for w~tcr surply in ~ceordancc with Reference 
St:~nd.1ru R.5-16 • 

7. <.:26-17l1J.!> Ce)- J.imjt nn r:umb<!r ot Sprinklers Connected to 
th~,1~t1c Wut~r-?.·u,_~.ri.v - No mo,·c t.hnn 10 heads can be 

. .c..cr:nec:t-cdto .1 pl umhin«~isc.r ::aupplying othr!r thun sprinkler ' 
, · ~ • . hends, nnd ~,o more th.,n 20 hr-;1d:i c.,n be c:onnec:tcd to .1 

"Toprinklcr ri:;a•r r.urpJyi.nc; only sprinkler heads in any fire 
!lee-:. i~:·. st11~•~r.:i t.,~cl- )"ly 2 t,o!Jr "'.nc b:mr·!s fr""' adj,:iining ! i:~ 
sections. 11 ~, 

Cnnt'. i n11rvl :fl 
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a. r:s- 17-1, Scetion 4 (cJ- f"dlinq ni- T:tnk:1 for Standpi;,~ 
~;_i~_ti::m:i-=Tc ire st.in~pipc-~,~rvc=---t::i;ni; can only he ·mTcd 
lJy d1ract r,uhlic water cnnncction or :;cpcirate fill pumps, 
or ., fire stundpipo rc:!.nrva t,,nk. c,.,n J"t: f illcd ny dirC!et 
puulic: _w.:1tcr c:onncc:tion, s~r,,:..:~ 1~:-, !Ul ~um,;, %n<l dirr-:-:": 
connec:tinr. tn -,,:pJiP.nl•nt ~r :,•w,r-~ 'J"'!-i i:o ::LJ~rlY dome:-ct.i~ 
~.,.1t~':' ~v~t·.r:c, ir: ,1r:c•~r• 1,,~c:~ with J>••~l"!~~r:.:~ S!:H,~-:-.rci RS-t6. 

rrw.i.n f"r•1chtman, P.E. 
r.:nmmissioncr 

Dcput1, t:olftffli 'Jsi,,nor r4r,,w:.anr1r, l.i 
.\a~t. Commissinnr.r Grll 1 
.\:s:,t. Commi!lminner Dr.nni n 
: -, it. Commi3nionor c:::x 
Dut,.aty C0mmiss~on0~· ~! i nkin 
Chi•lf J. Ilea:; . 
D05,1uty Chj t!tf .Johnston 
E.xoc. En,1.l.necr Pol:sky 
Di.·ector of Spcci.il Projects Kupfer 
Assisbnt Commiusioner Dennis 
Assistant Corr.missioner Grill 
torough Superintendents 
MF../, Plan E:-;aminers 
Executive StnCf 
DI1\C 
Ne,t York ,\J11sn. r.onii1ul tin,y r-:nq:s. 
Mc:chnni..:c'l.1 Cnc1es Cnrmnittcc 

• 

• 
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THE C:ITY OP' NEW YORK 

HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 
DE~AIITMl:NT 01' ■UIL.DINOS 

DEPAITMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATE: February 2, 1972 

TO: Borough Superintendents 

ROM: Irving E. Minkin,P.E., BxecutiTe Engineer 

SUI.IECT: Pregualified Concrete Mixes 

Herewith forwarded are copies of Building Depart
ment Rules Relating.to Approval of Prequalitied Concrete 
Mixes tor distribud.ng to department personnel.· These 
rule, appear on Pap 329 of the City Record ot 1/28/72, 
and are et.tectiTe 3/1772. • 

.. At present, there are no approTed prequalitied con-
crete mixes, necessitating either prelimimr:r taa~s, or 
batching of concrete pursuant to Method Ill {without pre
liminary test or prequalitied. mizea), as noted in Section 
C26-1004.3, aa amended by Local Law lo. 62/71. Bote ~t 
concrete proportioned according to prequalitied mixes, 
when appro...ed, can only be produced from batch plants ap
prOTed by the Commissioner. Since this department's pro
posed rules tor approTal ot batching plants baTe been . 
deferred at tbe request 01' the Concrete IDdustrT Board, 
and my require repn.blisbing the notice ot opportunity to 
comment thereon anew if' aubstantatin changes are mde in 
said proposed rules pur-.nt to co11Dents jut rece1Ted 
from the C.I.B., the subject rules on prequalil'ied concrete 
1111:ua caDDot be .tully operatin at thia time. . 

imiig i. n,P.I. 
BzecutiTe lngineer 
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TH£ Cl":'Y OF NEW YORK 

HOUSrnG AND DEVZ~::!?r~:~;•~T AD:.~rnlSTRATlO~ 
1:>£PARTM£NT 01" liUIU)JNG& 

01:PARTMiNTAL MEMORANOU/w\ DATE~ . January 27, 1972 

TO: · · 

. flOM: 

Borough Superintend~nts - ·-

. Irving E. Minkin, P.E., Executive Engineer 

sua.iECTs . ··.,'Amendment to RS 10-3 in relation to concre·::-.e test 
cylinders - a.s.A. C&J... No. 720-71 BCR 

i ....... 
'. I'. 

':· ... on Januo.ry 25, l972, the Board · of Standorcia and Appeal.a· · 
Approvod Commiosioner Stain'• applio.tion to amend Seotion 
504(a) of Reference Standard RS l0-3 CACI 318-63, Building 

, 

Code Requirements for Reinforced Concrete) in relation to 
concrete test cylinders, under Calendar No. 720-71 BCR. 

This amendment stipulates t.~at, in addition to three 
· · test cylinders required to be molded from concrete taken 

direct!y from the mixer fo. each SO cubic yar~& or f~action 
: thereof for each cl~ss of concrete piaced in any day's con
~:-creting, the following will also be required: 

I 

Concrete test cylinders shall be made from concrete 
'.:, taken out of the bucket, hopper or forms, as directed by 

the engineer designated for controlled inspection. These 
•,,i test cylinders shall be separate and distinct from -those made 
• i:· from the .mixer, and shall be made from the same batch and 

• cured·and tested in the same manner as described in Section 
504(a) for the samples taken from the mixer. The number of 

· · test cylinders made from concrete taken out of the bucket, 
hopper or forms may be reduced to a minimum of one set of 3 

·; 
1 cylinders for every 150 cubic yards or fraction thereof for 

each class of concrete mixed in any one day's concretingi and, 
:, when concre-te is being placed directly from the mixer into the 

forms without any intermediate conveyance, the additional 
cylinders will not be required. .. . - · . 

; 7his office has· been advisee by the Board that. the _ 
··~above-mentioned amendment is effective as of January 2s; 1972. 

Accord~ngly, notify all plan examiners and insp~~tors of this 
···new requirement of law. However, inspectors should be advised 
: i' that no violations-should be issued for failure to comply with 

.. -~ . the· new requirement for concrete bereaf ter placed ,i.n any 
structure until at least 10 days have· elapsed after they have 

... notified job superintendents or the engineer responaible for 
: : ; controlled inspection ·of concrete con&trUQti9n, :.and. the;e ia • 
· ... j : . failure t.o comply thereafter. . . ◄ , . ;: s: : · · •· • 

; ·«~~· .•. •,' ·. l ~ . . : • ·· . - , :•.:· •. ~ fi, . . t . ·. 
•• •• •• - ♦ ~·.·:.· '.· • • ; .. t·. 
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'This revisior. i~ ~o way di.Llir.ishes your authority 
to take any steps necessary in the case of question&Qle 
construc~ion, pura~ant to Section C26•l002.2 of the 
auild.ing Code. 

lEMikl 

cc,' C01nm. Stein 

.·, , .. 

Der. Com.~. Padavan 
Asst. Comm. Walsh 
Executive Staff 
B.C.A.C. 
Licensed Concrate Teat L&bs. 
~rofeasional Societies 
Concrete Induau-y aoud 

• 

I • 

l'. 

: 
. : . . ·:. . 

. ....... . 
• • I 

• 

. ... 
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECL'TIVE OFFICES · 
120WALL STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. lOOOS 

CHARLES M. SMJTH. Jr .. R.A .. Commissioner 
248-881 J 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Borough Superintendents 

FROM: Irving Polsky, P.E., Executive Engineer -~ . 
DATE: November 7, 198S 

RE: List of Qualified Concrete Field Testing Technicians 

------~---------------------------------------------------------
Section 2-3.l of the Rules relating to tbe Licensing of 

Concrete Testing Laboratories, effective December 30,"1984, 
requires that technicians taking samples and performing required 
tests .on concrete delivered to New York City construction· •~tes 
be qualified. · 

The attached extract from the November 1, 1985 edition of 
the City Record constitutes the current Department of Buildings' 
List of Qualified Concrete Field Testing Technicians. 

A Licensed Professional Engineer or a Registered Architect 
·is required to supervise the testing of materials of concrete 
construction where a Qualified Concrete Field Testing Technician 
is not available. (Refer to Sections C26-10004.3 and C26-1004.S 
of.the Administra~ive Code). 

IP/gt 
cc: Exec. Staff 

BIAC 
. Industry 

Attachment 

~~,l?.e: 
.Irving Polsky, P.E., 
Executive Engineer 

20G/ 

... 

, 

. ' 
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THE CITY 0-F NEW YORt< 

HOUSfNG AND DEVfLO?ME;~y AD:.]INISTRATiO:~ 
0EPARTMENT OF i3UILDINGS 

DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM DATc; 

TO: Borouyh Superintendents 

FROM: Thomas v. Burke, Director of Op0ra~ions 

SUBJECT: FEES - AIR-SUPPORTED STRUCTUR.~S 

Temporary certificates of occupuncy are issued for 
u-one-year term for tents and air-supported struct~res 
(C26-718.8). Requests for renewal or extension for 
an additional term of o~e year shall be made by amend
ment to the original application. 

A filing fee shall be charged. It shall be the minirnu~ 
fee charged as for an alteration - (C26-32.0, subdivision 
2)-($33.00). No second fee shall be required if the 
only work performed is storing or re-erecting the original 
tent. 

Please add this memorandum to the manual of fees, .dated 
January, 1975. 

TVB/LR/df 

CC: Exec. Staff 

-;_;(;~,, r.,,-/,L~?Y/4(/4,' 
Thomas V. Burke 

Director of Operations 

... 

RESCINDED BY BUILDINGS BULLETIN 2022-003
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•• ,he Ci. t,y of New Yor!-. 
HOUSii'iG A~m f;l-.:V~10P11.i•:NT ADlV'~NISTRATION 

Dcj.>ar·tme,,t of Buildings 

1iJfii•:c•:IVI!: N0.15,1974 

LGGAL I.iL~'J r, 'i/lG?Ji, RS-17-35 
lI.ODII4'IED ?IRE ALAR.t'Vl SIGNAL SYSTEMS 

Local 1~1·1 {,i5/T), S\Jct.ion C26-l704. 5(g), pe:::-mits the i:iztal~.,1-
t.i.o.1 .-.f ,, r,iocii.fied Cla;:;;;; E firo alarm systGiii com::Jlyint:: with RS-;.7-JB 
L1 ex: ..• "i:1g office buildin.:;s, 100 feet or more in height, in which 
1'.i.r'.! alarin or coiill.lUnication syster.1S e:xiste:d p::.--io:- to January 16, 197). 

•:no _()rincip.:il dif.ference bett·reen '.;;he Cl:::.ss ::::: fire alarn s~r:rtem 
(:-i.S-•l'/-3A: n~1d i;hc rnodified Class E fire alai"u1 syst.~r.:. (RS-17-3B~ is 
•. :-:: .• ~:. ·(.r.o :: . .:..t.t,::"' pc:rmH:;.a a single source of elect,ric.:..l cncrmr unC:cr 
:;.:\--:·v::.cdl 1i:.::..} o:t ~-.:S-17-JB, e~-:cvpt hc.-.1uvcr, t.h.'.A.t; a sccor,G.ar:, sou;-cc ;;.s 
rl.'..;11ui~t!d J:·01'" r..:.G.io syst~ms under Soct.ion l6(D.) {3) unci ;or carrier 
t.ran:.;:.ii:;::;ion nysteu.s undor Sectim"! lS(a} (3). 

l. r!',1•-: follvwi.~, llhcn instc1ll1.::cl p1 .. ior to ~.!,Tv::c ...... y lcl, 1973, s,.~j_l bu 
~~ i.:..:i.tJC'i i.~o bu cxi::;t,i:i.1i firo ~larr.1 or cori.:.~un:'1.cQ t.ior, syst.cr,,s \·,!-:.i ch 
ti;·H.!il i.-;.corpo:--nt,od t:i.1olly or ~ ... b::;t,.:..rfi::.ic.ll~r pe:~ .. ~1i'~ ·.:.:.o il1st.all~ i:-icn 
of a ~ociificd Cle.as & firo ~larm ~7~tem ·(RS-l7-3B). 

a. I. ::;1.-:oko ~c·i:.octi.o .. , ::;7!:.>tu.n '.·1hic;, i~1co:. .. po:::-.::~t~cs ~ loc;:.l ala::-m :.~·::-: 
a conucctio~ to a fr~'nchi~ed cer.tr~l oftic~ oporctitG com~~~Y 
activ~~od by any d~ct, area o~ f~h shutdov;u dotoctor. 

b. A ;::;pr~n};lo:.."' t-1 .. J.:ter flow alz.l""w '\':~1ich ir.corporate,;s oit.~1cr a '.;.ol!.'.ll 
cloct~ic~l ~l~rm or is coru1ecteG to a francaisod ceutral office 
opcr~tin~ company-.-

c. A. thcr;ao;,,'_;at.ic alarm sy::;'i:;cw 'tk,ich inco~ ... por.:./.:.os a loc.:..1 ala.m 
~nd i~ co1n,ectod to·a franchisGci central office company. 

c. A :::..tar~dpipo fircline sigr"4ling and tolephonc syztclil. 

l. A;, oleiva·;;,o:i...: voice cor.~nunica:tion· ·s:,.;.;;t,om between t.he elevator 
c: .. r an.cl the clovQ tor st.o.:i. .. ter 's pc.r.cl. 

&• A:. ai:>;>rovc;d. in'~c:cior .rirc.: .:!le.rm si~r.al syst.cm cor~cisti4i.,:?; o:..' 
•. ,.- :,,i.10.l zt.:/~ionz n.r .. d SCAlr.""l.can.s:; clevic\;s Oil eD.ch. .flocr. ~lhe 
prv~cnce 0£ v:.y of the~e systems quc:.lify an oxistin.3 buildin.g 
~or ~he i:mtalla.tion ot a modii"ied Class E fire alarw systom 
as dencribed in RS-17-JB. 

RESCINDED BY  BUILDINGS BULLETIN 2022-003
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-
2. RS-17-JB Section l(a), sources of electrical energy, shall ~c 

i.1tcrpreted to rcq-:.iire only one of the listed sources of elect:--i c.:.i.l 
,:-,1cr1~:r, except that a secondary source is required under Sect.lo,, 
:i.:'i(a)(J), ,for rc.1.dio systems and 18(a){J), for carrier current 
t r .. uiJli, i ~~; ion sy::; tcmz. 

J. f. 1~c,:,,·11 of :;ta.--1d;1rd:.., an,·l Apj)cals Class E l'ire a]nrm :;y~t~111 r..;,'/ ;,\" 

u. :,.:d d;_; a modi.i'i<;d Cl;iss E fire alarm sic;ml syst.em with the nw,.:,.'.1· 
of l!lec1~ricH.i. cn~rf~Y sources as indicated in RS-17-JB, and Sectio.1 
:! o.f th.i :.; Di.1--ect.i ve. 

4. Section 1 ( c) of RS-17-JB, requires that where there is a secorid, 1 '."Y 
or emerr;ency source of electrical energy the fire alarm sys·i:.em sr,all 
be connect~d as specified. 

5. 'i.'he department plan examiners, where the installation of a modified. 
Class E fire alarm signal system is proposed, shall: 

a. Accept the applicant•s statement on amendment and plan th~t ~ 
mocli;ieci Class E fire alarm signal system is being installed, 
provided ·chat. the type ot existing fire alarm or cor.ununic.1.tion 
sys'(.cm listed in Section 1 of this Dir1:3ctive is indicat.ed, .:rnd 
further that existonce of the present system is subject to Fire 
Department verification at the time of examination of the elcct.ri
cal wiring and shop drawings for approval by such department. 

b. Require t.hat the number and type of electrical sources of e:1c~·1;y 
.:t~ required by RS-17-JB and th:i:s Directive be specified in the 
general notes on the plan. 

TVB/Ln/sc 

cc: Comm. J.T. Walsh 
D~p. Comm. A.J. Jenkins 
A~s•~. Comm. B. Parascandola 
Dir. of Sp. Proj. J.W. Schneider 
Sec'y. to Dept. L. Dwoskin 
Dir. or Training A. Viviani 
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TO: 

The Ci~y of_New Y6rk _ 
HOUSING ~ND DE\~~OPMENT AD~IINISTRATION 

Depart~~nt of Buildings 

FROM: 

DATE: December 4,1972 

Director or Cper~~ior.s, Thomas V. Burke,P.E. 

SUBJECT: "Protection o! ft.:'l,ioining Walls or Stuci Construction 
during Dernolltion Operationsn - Sec~ions C26-1902.l 
and C26-1005.2 

Sections C26-1902.l E..nd 1905.2 require that •Port.ions of the wall 
exposed by construction o~erations shall be prote:ted against the 
elements, and shall be restored or left perma,i~ntly protected after 
completion or operations". 

In the procesa of demolition or attached trnme structures, unpro- . 
tected stud party walls are exposed. For the pu.-poses or compliance 
with Sections C26-l902.l and 1905.2 the follow:L.ng minimum method or 
protection shall be required. -

lath anj plaster or oth~r wall finish o-n the exposed side or remain
ing wall shall be rem~vcd to provide a proper nailing surface on the 
exposed edge of the ~tuds; ~his shall be performnd in such a manner 
that brick fill or other insuu.tion if present is protect&d and pre- · 
served. A minimum thickn~ss or 3/Sqexterior grade plywood shall be 
attached to the face of the studs; the nailing to the studs sh.all 
comply With Table a.s. 10-9-3. A wzn moulding or noncorrosive or 
galvanized metal Ghall be orovided at each horizonta1 joint to act· 
as a flashing. • 

Ot.her methods or providing adequ;:,.te protection or ~ha exposed pa.rty 
stud walls may be employed if approved by the Borough·Superintcndent • 

TVB/ J'f.i':'mr 
~*14, ~4;,RL ... homa:s • Burke\;E. 
Director of Operations 

cc: Executive Staff 
All Construction Inspectors 
D~ artmcnt cf Devolonment 
Commissioner o~~ph Chr stian 
Director or Demolition, S.B. Fe~ler 
i".r. Ru:iolph Jones 

\..,(,~ Demolition Industry 
f'.;.,. 
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Mr. Tieh Chi Ho 
Ho Associates 
Architect/Engineer 
33 Bowery 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 
EXECUTIVE ornas 
fiO HUDS.)N STIUET, NEW \'ORK. NY 10013 

CHARL.E.!i M. SMlTH, Jt , ILA- CommiuiCIDff 

Confucius Plaza, Suite B 206 
New York, N.Y. 10002 

JUL 2 4 1989 

GEORGE E. BER.GER. P .E. 
• Assistant Commissioner 

Building Construction 

RE: Requirements of Strobes 
(LLSS/87) 

Dear Mr. Ho: 

in Mini-Class E Fire Alarm 
Systems 

This is in response to yoUJ::- letter, dated July 18, 1989 requesting 
a clarification of the abo•,e requirements in buildings requiring 
Mini Class E systems. 

A Mini-Class E system is a combination of fire alarm and conmunication 
systems. Manual pull station is required only to notify the Fire 
Department via a central station of a franchised operating company. 
Whereas speakers on every ::loor are provided for voice comnunication 
from the fire conmand stat:"on. 

Should these speakers also be used to sound alarm on floor(s), 
strobes shall be provided. 

GEB:NTP:lg 
cc: Conmissioner c:. Smith, Jr., R.A. 

Deputy Coomi~lioner C. Dennis, P.E. 
Deputy Cc:mnissioner s. O'Brien 
General Counseil C. Foy 
Asst. Conmissioner P. Franconeri 
Exec. Eningeet· I. Polsky, P.E. 
Borough Superintendents 
Chief J. DeMec,, Fire Department 
Fire Alarm As.s;ociation 

2560 
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Olief Joseph DeMeo 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXE.CUTIVI. omas 
IO HUD.SON nu.rr. NEW YO~ NY IOOIJ 

CHAJU.ES M. SMITH, Jt, IL.A- Commuaiacr 

New York Fire Department 
Bureau of Fire Prevention 
250 Livingston Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201 

July 26, 1989 

GEOR.GE L BER.GEil. P .L 
Auiatant C-ommiuioner 
Building C.OUtruaiOD 

-~ 

RE: Modified Class J-l 
Fire Alarm System and 
Smoke Detector System 

Dear Olief DeMeo: 

' . When an interior fire alarm in existing low rise hotels is upgraded to 
meet the requirements of Modified Class J-1 fire alarm system9 
pursuant to Local Law 16/1987, strobes are not required Wlless 
addition or relocation of existing gongs takes place. 

If smoke detecting system in public corridors and public spaces in 
hotel buildings is installed, it need not -be integrated with the 
interior fire alarm. 

However, the smoke detecting system shall require strobes and shall be 
activated upon the activation of S11Dke detectors. The activatioo of 
fire alarm does not require these strobes to operate. 

GEB:NTP:lg 
cc: Deputy Coamissioner C.F. Dennis, P.E. 

Deputy Ccnmi.ssioner S.F. O'Brien 
Borough Superintendents 

2561 

/ 
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
68 HUDSOl"i STREET. NEW YORK. N.Y. JNl3 

RCDOLPH J. RINALDI, Comlllilsioaff 

May 29, 1991 

Mr. Walter T. Gorman, P.E., P.C. 
115-14 Beach Channel Drive 
Rockaway Park, New York 11694 

GEORGE C. SAICONA. P.E. 
Deputy Commissioner 

Technical Affairs 
(212) 312-8120 

Re: 1381 East Nev York Avenue 
Brooklyn 
MISC. I 679/90 

Dear Mr. Gorman: 

Your letter dated May 9 1991 to reconsider the defect #4 
issued by the Fire· Oepartmant and requesting permission to 
use TFFN type wiring for an interior fire alarm system in 
the above referenced building has been reviewed by this 
office. 

Analysis 

RS 17-3 requires a minimum of NO. 16 A. W. G. copper wire, 
type THWN for inte·rior fire alarm. Rules and Regulations 
for Mimi-Class E and for Places of Assembly used as a 
Cabaret allow TFFN/THHN/TBWN type wire. TFFN and TBHN type 
wires have the same characteristics. However TFFN is only 
available in AWG 16 and is· and THHN/THWN are available in 
AWG 14 thru 501-1000. 

Approval 

Since code requires NO 16 A. W. G wire for interior fire 
alarm system and TE[HN/ THWN type wires are not available in 
AWG 16, your reque::;t to allow TFFN type wire installed in 
rigid conduct is hereby approved. 

Very truly 

orge c. Sakona, P.E. 
Commissioner 

GCS :NP :mrb 

2814 
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECt:TIVE OFTICES 
60 Hli.l>SON ~,ll.££T, NEW YORK, NY 1001! 

CHAJU.£5 M. SMffH, Jt , ll.A .. Commissioner 

Mr. Rosario Lantiere, P.E. 
Syska & Hennessy, Inc. Engineers 
11 West 42nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10036 

December 12, 1988 

GEORGE E. BERGER, P.E. 
Assistant Commissioner 
Building Construction 

RE: Combined Fire Standpipe 
and Sprinkler Systems 

Dear Mr. Lantiere: 

Your letter, dated October 25, 1988 to Deputy Comnissioner Dennis 
regarding the above referenced subject has been forwarded to my office 
for review and response. 

This subject was .reviewed by both the Fire Department ·and the Department 
of Buildings and concluded that Section 27-962(h) should have included 
low rise buildings classified in those occupancies. 

Until this section is revised to include low rise buildings, you may 
request reconsideration for such approval. 

GEB:NTP:lg 

vy_:y~· 
~ Berger, P.E.J 

Assistant Comnissioner 

cc: Comnissioner C. Smith Jr., R.A. 
Deputy C:ommissioner C. Dennis, P.E. 
Assistant Conmissioner F. Pocci, P.E. 
Executive Engineer I. Polsky, P.E. 
Borough Superintendents 
Chief J. DeMeo, Fire Department 
Chief J. Hodgens, Fire Department 
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECl"TIVF. OFncr..s 
60 HU)SON STREET, !':EW YORK, NY 10013 

CHARL!:3 '.4 SM!TH, J1. RA .. Commissioner 

Mr:. earl Guin-ca 
Consulting Engineers 
11 Mathews Avenue 
Riverdale, N.J. 07457 

Dear Mr. Guinta: 

J.a n.u.a r y 2 s ~ 19 a a 

GZORG.C: E. B.ERGZR, ?.I.. 
Assistant Commissioner 
Building Construction 

This is in response to your letter, dated January 20, 1988, 
regarding the issue of combined standpipe and sprinkler risers 
in office buildings. 

Section 27-962(h) allows standpipe risers to use for spinklers 
in high rise buildings classified in occupancy groups E, G, 
Hand J and in existing office buildings one hundred feet 
or more in height. 

Since the law requires sprinklers in high rise buildings in 
certain, classification it only mentions standpipe riser to 
be used for spinklers in high rise buildings only. 

Therefore, examiners cannot approve the sprinkler application 
for low rise buildings where only stand~ipe riser is used. 
However you may request reconsideration to such objection. 
The Department in the past considered such objections. 

During the last revision of 
Law 16/1984, it should have 
under those classification. 
the next revision. 

the Building Code under Local 
been corrected to allow all buildings 
This, I hope, will be done in 

~7~ I 
George E. 5erger, P~ 
Assistant Commissioner 

2361 

RESCINDED BY  BUILDINGS BULLETIN 2022-003



Page 18 of 26

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECUTIVE orna..s 
60 HUllSON STR.E:ET, NEW YORK, NY lOOU 

CHARLES M, SMilli, Jt , R.A .. Commissioner 

Mr. Leonard T. Epstein, P.E. 
Syska & Hennessy, :enc., Engineers 
11 West 42 Street 
Nev York, Nev York 10036 

October 7, 1988 

GEORGE E. BERGER, P.E. 
Assistant Commissioner 
Building Construction 

RE: Coobined Standpipe and 
Sprinkler Systems 

Dear Mr. Ep.stein: 

'l'his is in response to your letter dated Septemper 19, 1988 
regarding the use of coot>ined standpipe and sprinkler system in 
the buildings clas:3ified in Occupancy Group F. 

Section 27-962(h) does not permit coot>ined systems in Occupancy 
Group F. Since the Building Ccxie takes the precedence over the 
Reference Standard, inclusion of Occupancy Group F in paragraphs 
2-4.3.2 and 3-8. 7 of RS 17-2 is incorrect and RS 17-2 will be 
amended to correct this situation. 

'lbank you for br~Jing this conflict to our attention. 

~~ 
George E. Ber~, P •• 

GEB:NTP:an 
cc:Deputy C'"CJJ1Dissioner Dennis 

E:xcutiv~! Engineer Polsky 
Chief n~ , Fire Dept. 
Chief Bc:,dgens, Fire Dept. 

2492 
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January 29, 1990 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECt.mVE omcES 
60 HUDSON STREET. NEWYORK. N. Y. 10013 

OiARLES M. SMmt Jr" RA. ConuruaMlnff 

312-8100 

Mr. Daniel M. McGee, P.E. 
American Iron & Steel Institute 
Matawan Mall 
P.O. Box 311 
34th & Broad Street 
Matawan, New Jersey 0774~7 

Dear Mr. McGee: 

Re: Plastic Piping 

GEORGE E. BERGER. P.E. 
Acting Deputy Commissioner 
Technical Affairs 
(212) 312-8120 

Your letter of December l, 1989 addressed to Cannissioner Smith has been 
referred to my office for review and reply. 

As indicated in your lt!tter to this off ice regarding the use of 
non-metalic pipe for fire sprinkler system, your understanding is 
correct in that such use has been under review. 

B. F. Goodrich has filed an MEA Application 434/88M for acceptance of 
their Blaze Master Sprinltler Pipe, C-PVC, to be used for use in a 
sprinkler system. Numerous tests were submitted to our MEA Division in 
regard to MEA Application 434/88M. In reviewing these test results, 
Deputy Ccmnissioner Denni!: submitted a memo to Marvin Bassman, Director 
of MEA, allowing B. F. Go:>drich Blaze Master Sprinkler Pipe under that 
MEA Application to be used for residential occupancies. 

Such pipe may only be used when located in spaces protected by 
sprinklerheads fed fran that pipe and only when the system is a wet 
sprinkler system. 

-----

Si7Lely,_, 45,./'"' ~ 
~ "• I 

~rg~ Jeerg~r, P.E. 
Acting Deputy Cannissioner 

2640 
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ff*~-:Jife .J DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

Qrfu _l · ., .. .u.. EXE:CtJ"rtVE OFFICES V /)_I ""'I 120 W AI.L STREET. NEW YORK. N. Y. l0005 wftv l'ork..., CHARLES M. SMITH.Jr .• R. A .. Commissiom 

Mr. Joel Pastolove 
Ac::ie Sprinkler Company 
118 West 18th Street 
New York, New York li'.)011 

August 14, 1986 

G£oB.GE E.. BEl't.OD.. P .E. 
Assiscant Commissioner 
Building Construc:tion 
Special Projects 

Re: Sprinkler System - RS 17-2 
Water Reserve for 20 Minute 

Ou.ration 

Dear Mr. Past0love: 

As per. your request this office with the aavice of t."l.e Fire 
Depar-::nent has re•tiewt!d the guidelines in dete=ining accept-
a:. ~-e automatic means c)f makeup when the water reserve is reduced 
f: ~ 30 minutes to 20 minutes as approved by Board of Standards 
a.· Appeals f 633-83. 

T. foil owing co: . .:.. tic>ns should be met for dete::nining acceptable 
a'L.~omatic means~- makeup: 

1. Automatic: me:rn-; o:i: makeu'C for a tar-le fi:-e reserve should be. 
capable of pumpin~r water- into the tank at a rate, for a 
period of 20 minut;es, sufficient to equal the difference 
between the normal 30 minute demand and the alternate 20 
minute demand. The demand required ·is established by cal
culations for the most demanding remote area f:om the riser 
as shown by examples of Appendix A of NFPA 13-1983 and as now 
determined for thE1 30 minute demand. 

2. There should be at: least two automatic means of makeup, each 
having the same ca.pacity, so that in the event a unit must 
be removed for reI;•airs the other unit can be placed in ser
vice. 

3. An approved low wa.ter ala.J:m is to be provided and located 
at a point 500 gallons above the available fire reserve 
level. 

2115 
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
120 WALL STREET. NEW YORK. S.Y. 10005 

CHARLES M. SMITH. Jr .• R.A .. Commissioner 
HS-881 l 

Mr. Richard J. Reilly 
Jaros, Baum & Bolles 
Consulting Engineers 

345 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10154 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

December 3., .. 1985 

Re: New Building.52/85, Manhattan 
Block i46l, Lot·l32l/3l 
430-436 East 67th Street 
•New Laboratory. Building Memorial· 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center• 

This is in response to your letters to this office, dated. 
October 14; 1984, November 18, 1985 and November 26, 1985, 
requesting that the above proposed 13 story research laboratory 
be considered a light hazard occupancy for the purpose of · 
supplying the required sprinklers from a combined standpipe/ . 
sprinkler system. 

It is noted that: 

l. Section l-7.2.l of NFiPA 13 of Reference Standard_J.lS.~~~~
defines low hazard as an occupancy w~ere :the quantity and/or .::.: ... :.: -
combustibility of the·contents is low and fires with. relatively 
low rates· of heat release are expected. 

2 •• Building Code Section 305.3 and Table 3-2 states that 
laboratories in Industrial Occupancy Classification D-~ repre
sent a low fire haz~rd. 

3. Fire Department regulations for the Storage and Use of 
Chemicals, Acids and Gases in College; Oniversity,_B~~pital,._ -·
Research and Commercial Laboratories, effective ·November-~·6, l9as-, ·
specifies Maximum Laboratory Onit Storage Limits, based on Lab 
Type, Fire Ratings and Fire Protection. 
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4. Bowever, Seetior.1 6.2 states that: "I:p existing 
buildings, water supply t:o sprinkler systems may be taken off 
existing standpipes provi.ded that the system is hydraulically 
designed". . , 

In view of the foreg·oing and the specific storage .limits of 
the Fire Depart:.men't;- i't 1.s interpreted tha't this research 

.buildtng be considered as a low hazard occupancy with the 
following requirement: 

The light hazard spt•inkler system and combination standpipe 
shall be described on the fire safety plan and filed with the 
Fire Department as requit·ed by sub-article 124. O. 

Sincerely, 

Charles M. Smith, Jr., R.A., 
Commissioner 

?.064 
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DEPAllTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

EXECUTlVE OfflCES 
60 HUDSON STREET. NEW YORK. N.Y. 18013 

RUDOLf'H J. RINAIJ)J. Commhsiooer 

312-1100 

Edward J. Albano 
Uni versa 1 Design Stand,lrds 
1058 Jassamine Way 
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

July 31, 1991 

Re: Concrete Admixtures 

Dear Mr. Albano: 

Your letter to Irving Polsky, P.E., Executive Engineer, dated 
July 25, 1991 in relation to concrete admixtures and the need for 
Material and Equipment Acceptance Division (MEA) acceptance has been 
forwarded to me for reply. 

Please be informed that concrete accelerators, retarders, coloring 
agents and other re 1 ated admixtures where quantities are subject to 
controlled inspection do not require MEA acceptance. These are covered 
by Section 27-608, RS l0-3 and RS 10-44 (ANSI-ASTM C494 1986 - Standard 
Specification for Chemical Admixtures for Concrete) of the New York Cfty 
Building Code. 

Very truly ~our~ . 

#&~}k-~ 
Mark Jachniewicz, P.E. 

MEA DIVISION 

MJ:dt 
cc: George C. Sakon,a. P. E. , Deputy Conni ssi oner 

Irving Polsky, P.E., Executive ingineer 
Borough Corrmissioners 

2852 
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DEPABT.MENT OF BUILDINGS 

LIST OF QUALIFIED CONCRETE 

FIELD TESTING TECHNICIANS 

SUPPLEMENT NO. ONE 

Pursuant to Section 2-3.l.2 of the rules relating to the 
Licensing of Concrete Testing Laboratcr1es, effective 
December 30, 1984 (and amended effective Hay l, 19851, and 
Section 1105 of the City Char:er, the Li~t of Qualified concrete 
Field Testing Technicians of the Oepart:nent of Buildings, 
published in the City Record on November l, 1985, is supplemented 
with_ the following names: 

S rimanta Adhya 
Ralph P. Albanese 
William c. Bawnann 
Chandan K.R. Bhattac:harjee 
Kevin Bowman 
Pet.er Burkhardt 
Everard A. Campbell 
Hugh C. Campbell 
Michael Cetta 
Jeffrey A. Chattin 
Gerard w. Cooney 
Roberto E. Espinoza 
Renato G. Estrella 
Vincent. Ferrara 
Charles s. Garufi 
John T. Giordano 
Robert Gorog 
Abdul Jabbar 
Theodore J. Krukowski, Jr. 
T&k C. Lai 
Michael Landry 
Chov J. Lee 

June 13, 1986 
New York, N.Y. 

Thomas McCabe 
Brian K. McDaniel 
G. Manzi 
Leo Marinconz 
Barbara Smith Mishara 
Mahesh Pat.el 
Peter H. Pilshaw 
Adelia D. Pipergias 
Michael A. Proto 
Michael A. Roache 
Charles Salemi 
Satish C •. sawhney 
Adsil Sealy 
Tim Stecher 
'Jall\P.s Treacy 
Dominck Valenti 
Thomas Vec:cia 
Howard Washington 
Delroy L. Webb 
Stanley a. Winekowsk.i 
James E. Winkler 
Jahannema Zherman 
l'rank A. Zunno 

Published in the City aecord:Jun• 18, l98i 
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DEBUlTJIIEN.r OF BUILDINGS 

LIST OF QUALIFIED CONCJlETE 

FIELD TESTING TECHNICIANS 

SUPPLEMENT NC. THREE 

Purs!Jant to !:;ection 2-3 .l.2 of the rules relating to the 
Licensing of Conc:·ete Testing Laboratories, -.ffective December 
30, 1984 (and AJ11er1ded effective May 1, 1985) and Section 1105 of 
the C!ty Charter, the List of Qualified Concrete Field Testing 
Techniciana of th1: Department of Buildings, published in the City 
Record on Novembu· l, 198S, June 19, 1986 and November 10, 198ti, 
1• supplemented with the following nuies: 

Antonio Cruz 
Prabhas Ranjan Das 
Thomas A. Finnerty 
Louie C. Casperetti 
Dawn E. Greene 
Ludwig C:Orokhousky 
Lennvard Jackson 
Johnie Jt1.n9 
Dean Lancaster 
Gi Lc:qgard 
Paul Marks 
Anthony Nicholetti 
Yaya Odubiro 
Walter Onufrik 

Dated: Hay· ·18, 1987 
New York, N•l!'II York 

Horace Overstreet 
Anil Parikh 
Piyushkwaar Patel 
Christian L. Peirce 
David Pere:: 
Josephs. Rybacki 
Carl ton Sanders 
Michael soybelzon 
Theodore Spolanaky 
Michael A. Svee~ey 
Frisner Tisselin 
C.J. Vieitez 
David Walsh 

2210 
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1702. THtJBS~ JUNE 22..1989 

DEPABTMJB:NT OF BUILDINGS 
Li.at of Qualifi«l ConCl'lft4' FNld 'Jesaa, 'Ac:Wcian.s SuppJ.lllfflt No. 6 

~ to section 2-3.1.2 of the cul• relating to the . 
Lic:anainra of 0.WIICl!'IICII ftllt laia Lllbacatac'i•, effactive DIM enc 30,. 
1984 (n idlld efftctive llllf l, 1985) am Section 1105 of the City 
aa&ctllC', the I.lat of 4W1fied CDlacrete Field Tll■tiflg Tac:llftlciw of 
the Dlpa&'1:,Wlt of luildlnga, Jd)liahed in the City llllcoc'd an Neu PIK 
1, 1985, June 19, 1915, NDu zt.r 10, 1986, flay 1.7, 1987 am.,.,.._,. 
1:1, 1988 1a awl P-111d vi~ the following n n 

Antcnio Alvannga 
Ralph Clplini 
lalpa carlin.l 
Prank c::arrllllD 
.... 11 If Qlaud;:;l 
llcbKC a:,J.ucci 
Twai DltAlni 
llick Diano 
811.in Filwll.il 
Bl:Wltftlng 
Salvatan Gitto 
~ Grant 
Jam &. Ck'illo 
Danald Hinda 
NllCMdllf Haugh 
Lin-KIO 11111 
Dann Jeff.-. 
St"'1111JenNII 
Praved llltapitula 
0111c l• I. ltliidwl 
1&1EDad IWCnJ 

Dated: .:U. 15, 198 . 
NIIII Tade, ..., Ted 

2556 

SIii YCl'I Lan.in . 
Nel...-thU llllthw 
Njuibul: R. lliab 
Yincllnt "'1111M» 
llic:hMl Nantalto 
Aftthally ... c 
Antbanr Nna:ero 
.JClhn O'HallA&"an 
Blll'indra Patel 
Dilipkuam Patel 
.Jay..Clbbai Patel 
Anl:kev Peplo ■kl 
C...C- SMteliCllll 
.Jeff .911.ith 
Albini 'lhii:WD 
ldwacd Yalantin 
artia Nerd 
.... Nolfed, ~. 
ll0wKd MarthJ.nratcn 
Zi 11n Zhu . 
Pete .J. ZI n 

ea-,JMi,anc -
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