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BROOKLYN COMMUNITY 

BOARD 9 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of Brooklyn Community Board 9 will be 

held virtually as follows:  

  

  

DATE:  Tuesday, April 28, 2026  

TIME:   7:00 PM  

PLACE:  Middle School 61  

  400 Empire Boulevard  

  Brooklyn, New York 11225  

 

Livestream available on the CB9 YouTube page:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCciPIlJ01pLvrG0xod1_LvQ  

 

 AGENDA 

 

PUBLIC SESSION:  

  

1. Call to Order – Announce Rules of Order for the Meeting  

2. Street Co-Naming Request for Union Street (Albany/Kingston Avenues) 

to Edith Mott Young Street 

3. Applications to the New York State Liquor Authority  

a. ALYR Consulting, Inc. – 641 Rutland Road (corner Albany 

Avenue); New Liquor, Wine, Beer and Cider License 

b. Queenofscots LLC d/b/a Fiona’s – 562 Flatbush Avenue (corner of 

Beekman Place); Change of operation to include live music 

c. Fugue State, LLC – 453-455 Rogers Avenue (Lincoln Road) – 

New Liquor, Wine, Beer and Cider License and Temporary Retail 

Permit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antonio Reynoso 

Borough President 

 

Dante B. Arnwine 

District Manager 

 

Fred P. Baptiste 

Chair 

 

Ethan Norville 

1st Vice Chair 

 

Felice Robertson 

2nd Vice Chair 

 

Linda Watson-Lorde 

Executive Secretary 

 

Mayna Legoute 

Treasurer 

 

Nicolas Almonor 

Member-at-Large 

 

Catherine Buccello  

Member-at-Large 
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BROOKLYN COMMUNITY 

BOARD 9 

**PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – Exactly Thirty (30) Minutes Duration* 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:  Elected Officials, Elected Officials 

Representatives, and Agencies Representatives – (10 Minutes) 

 

 

BUSINESS SESSION: 

 

1. Roll Call  

2. Approval of the March 2026 General Board Meeting Minutes  

3. Committee Reports  

4. District Manager’s Report  

5. Chairman’s Report  

a. Nominations Report  

6. Voting Session  

a. Street Co-Naming 

b. SLA Applications 

7. New Business  

8. Adjournment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda – Brooklyn Community Board 9 General Meeting – Tuesday, April 28, 

2026, Page 2   

 

  

A. * Persons wishing to speak on the agenda item(s) should contact the 

Community Board at (718) 778-9279 or Infobk09@cb.nyc.gov before noon on 

Tuesday, April 28, 2026. Speaking time is limited to three (3) minutes. The order 

is determined by the time of receipt of the request and the agenda item.  

  

B. ** Persons wishing to speak during the Public Comment Period may pre-

register by contacting the Community Board office via (718) 778-9279 or sign up 

before the 30-minute period has elapsed. Speakers must be in the room before the 

30-minute period closes. Each speaker will be permitted to speak for up to three 

(3) minutes and may NOT receive additional time from another speaker. Speakers 

are directed to address the assembly from the front of the room. After the three (3) 

minute period, each speaker must leave and return to his or her seat. 

https://cbbrooklyn.cityofnewyork.us/cb9/


Adopted this 26th Day of October, 2016                                                                                                                         
By the Members of NYC Community Board 9, Brooklyn   
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Community Board 

890 Nostrand Avenue  

Brooklyn, NY  11225 

  

Rules of Order for Community Board Meetings 

NYC Community Board 9, Brooklyn 

 

This meeting of the New York City Community Board 9, Brooklyn, is called to order on APRIL 28, 2026, at 

Middle School 61, 400 Empire Boulevard, Brooklyn, New York 11225 under the applicable statutes of New 

York State, the New York City Charter, the Bylaws of Community Board 9, and Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 

1. All Community Board Meetings shall be conducted pursuant to New York State Public Officers Law, the 

New York City Charter, the Open Meetings Law, and any other applicable laws.  The Community Board’s By-

Laws shall govern meetings where they do not conflict with applicable laws.  Robert's Rules of Order shall 

govern meetings where they do not conflict with applicable laws and the By-Laws. 
 

2. All Community Board Members shall be provided with a reasonable opportunity to address the Community 

Board (the “Board”) on any matter of the Board or any matter that pertains to the Board’s mission. 
 

3. During General Board Meetings, members of the public may be allowed to speak during the portion of the 

meeting designated as "Public Comment Session."  Subject to any modifications and guidelines established by 

the Chair of the Community Board (the “Chair”), or his or her designee, each public speaker shall sign in and 

give a brief description of what he/she will comment upon prior to speaking.  Public speakers will be allotted a 

time limit of three (3) minutes each commencing from the beginning of the speaker's remarks.  Time cannot be 

shared or allotted to other speakers.  If the Chair, or his or her designee, determines that there is not sufficient 

time at the meeting, the “Public Comment Session” period may be deferred to either the end of the General 

Board meeting or the beginning of the next General Board meeting.  Public Comment Period shall be thirty (30) 

minutes duration. 

 

4. During General Board Meetings and Committee Meetings (collectively, “Board Meetings”) and outside of 

“Public Comment Session” portions of meetings, members of the public may ask questions and comment upon 

agenda items only when recognized by the Chair, Committee Chair, or their designee. 
 

5. All Board members and members of the public shall conduct themselves in a courteous, professional and 

orderly manner.  Obscene, threatening or harassing language, slander, threats of violence, personal attacks of 

any kind or offensive comments that target or disparage any ethnic, racial, age, or religious group, gender, 

sexual orientation or disability status are prohibited at all Board Meetings. 
 

6. No members of the public shall display signs or placards in a disruptive manner, disruptively applaud 

participants in debate, or engage in disorderly conversation or other disorderly behavior which may disrupt the 

proceedings of the meeting. 
 

7. Audio and video recording of Board Meetings are permitted unless they interfere with the meetings, in 

accordance with the Open Meetings Law. The recording must be conducted from a fixed location and in a 

manner which does not interfere with the meeting.  The Chair, or his or her designee shall have the discretion to 

prohibit video or audio recording that interferes with a meeting.  Recording is not permitted during Executive 

Session. 
 



Adopted this 26th Day of October, 2016                                                                                                                         
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8. Any Board member or member of the public who uses obscene, threatening or harassing language, slander, 

threats of violence, personal attacks of any kind or offensive comments that target or disparage any ethnic, 

racial, age, or religious group, gender, sexual orientation or disability status or who otherwise becomes 

disorderly while at a Board Meeting shall be removed from the Board Meeting at the discretion of the Chair, or 

his or her designee. 

 

9. No Board member or member of the public shall be permitted to speak on a cellular telephone during a 

Community Board Meeting while the meeting is in progress other than for emergency reasons.  All cellular 

telephones are required to be turned off or on “vibrate” mode. 

 

10. During General Board Meetings, the enforcement of this Code of Conduct shall be conducted under the 

direction of the Chair, or his or her designee.  During Committee Meetings, the enforcement of this Code of 

Conduct shall be conducted by the Committee Chair or his or her designee.  The New York City Police 

Department and building security may assist with the ejection of any individual from a Board Meeting or 

Committee Meeting for violating this Code of Conduct. 

 













Brooklyn Community Board 9    

890 Nostrand Avenue    

Brooklyn, New York 11225    

 

ULURP/Land Use Committee Meeting Minutes    

   April 14, 2026  

  

Attendance (Board Members): Suwen Cheong, Theresa Westerdahl, Benny Rosenberger, 

Joshua Thomas Serrano, Max Davidson 

     

Attendance (Community Resident Members) Nichola Cox, Cheryl Bernard, Hector 

Robertson, Janice Grannum, Amy Lin, Cheryl Sealey, Esteban Giron 

 

Absent (Board Members) None 

    

Absent (Committee Resident Members) Marc Mann 

    

Guests: Eve Chavi Cohen; Golda G.; Rod Herbert; Isaiah Pecou; Cheryl Sealey; Victor 

Richardson  

 

 CB9 Staff: Mia N. Hilton, Assistant District Manager   

 
 

 

1. March meeting minutes approved by common consent with amendments (see attached) 

2. Committee Updates 

a. 73-99 Empire – environmental lawsuit and DEC public comment period on 

brownfield cleanup continues.  

i. Sites where more than 20k cubic sf of earth are being disturbed or more 

than 5k sf of impervious surface being created require a stormwater 

protection plan for building permits. 

ii. DEC documents state that level of contaminants in soil not a danger to 

public health (Max) 

iii. Environmental analysis should be questioned because it is performed by 

the developer’s consultant (Rod)  

b. City planning held public hearing on Affordable Housing Fast Track  

3. ELURP Rulemaking 

a. Rulemaking to implement ballot amendment 3 and new Charter Section 197-e 

b. Will impact our district greatly because it allows upzonings in non-contextually 

zoned areas without ULURP 

c. Also allows significant upzonings without ULURP in low density districts 

d. Not clear what guidelines or safeguards will be imposed – will upzonings require 

affordable housing?  



4.    600 Utica Avenue Rezoning 

a. Developer has not submitted application to city planning yet – still in early stages. 

We expect to see them at May meeting 

b. Proposal to rezone from R6/C8-2 to R7X MIH with C2-3 ground floor 

commercial overlay. 90 units, 23 affordable.  

c. Committee and community comments 

i. Utica Avenue is a wide street but there are small 2 story homes behind the 

site on East 49th (Suki) 

ii. Buildings shouldn’t be taller than 7 stories (Cheryl) 

iii. We don’t have an overall look at all the development happening in the 

neighborhood – the old Mike’s diner just applied for a demolition permit. 

Utica Crescent is a 15-story building. We’re getting a lot of housing and 

supportive housing. We’re getting dumped on (Rod) 

iv. There should be more consideration of homeownership in developments 

because that anchors a neighborhood (Rod)  

v. We’re fine with a mixed community facility and commercial development 

in the C8-2 zone – a hotel or medical facility could bring jobs. We have 

enough housing (Ahron) 

vi. We have a lot of former industrial sites in the area that turned into housing. 

This means we are losing jobs. We need economic development to help 

those in supportive housing move on and move up (Rod) 

vii. People rarely leave supportive housing. Local organizations should have a 

partnership with supportive housing to connect them with jobs and 

services (Mordy)  

viii. Economic development is important for this area and could be part of a 

broader comprehensive plan. Zoning can permit various uses and control 

the size of buildings but can’t always make things happen – there also 

needs to be funding and outreach to the right parties, we should involve 

other committees (Suki)  

ix. We want a balance between commercial and residential because there is a 

need for both, but we can’t predict when there might be too much of 

either. We should insist on more parking if we’re increasing housing 

(Mordy) 

x. C2 and C4-4A allows owner the option of a combination of commercial 

and residential, or all commercial or all residential. (Suki)  

xi.  All our houses get flooded whenever there is a major rainfall. I live on 

East 45th.  We’re getting all these new buildings and no new sewers (Meir) 

xii. 600 Utica is in CM Darlene Mealey’s district. We should reach out to her 

and invite them to the next meeting (Max) 

5. Motion to request CB9 to write to city council to request clarification as to whether 

they were notified of the sale of 681 Clarkson, the Kingsboro Psychiatric Vital 

Brooklyn Lot from the city to the state via a waiver of the deed restriction stating that if 

the property ceased being used for hospital purposes, then it reverts to NYC ownership. 



NYS Gen Municipal Law 72(h) requires the Mayor to notify the City Council who then 

has 60 days to disapprove of the sale. CB9 was not notified of the sale or the city council 

right to disapprove. (Jay, Cheryl) Vote: 10 in favor, 2 opposed.   

6. ULURP Townhalls 

a. First week of June for second town hall in eastern half of district. Possible 

locations include PS 221, Wingate high, SUNY Downstate, Brooklyn Children’s 

museum 

b. Theresa to submit list of food and drink requests including kosher food. Dante has 

to order in advance from city approved vendors  

c. BBG classroom for May 4 is approved. Smaller capacity – holds about 25 people. 

More can join on zoom  

7. Need for home expansions in northeast Crown Heights 

a. Many homes have R2 zoning, but they are larger than the existing zoning. They 

can’t expand their homes, and they want to their adult kids/older parents to live 

with them. Zoning is inconsistent from block to block – some blocks with the 

same type of houses have R6 zoning, some R2 or R4. (Chavi) 

b. Only President Street should have the R2 zoning because they have detached 

homes (Ahron)  

c. A lot of people would come to a townhall to discuss these issues (Chavi)  

d. If all the houses could add a floor or add a room at the back, is that enough to 

accommodate population growth in the community in the next ten years? (Suki) 

 

8. 1550 Bedford avenue 

a. Online Shadow tool allows you to create a building shape on the map and predict 

the shadows on surrounding blocks at a certain date and time.  

b. Proposed building would shadow the eastern parkway malls which function as a 

park/green space for the neighborhood.  

9. Adjournment 

   



Brooklyn Community Board 9 

890 Nostrand Avenue 

Brooklyn, New York 11225 

 

Transportation Committee  

April 15, 2026 

 

Chair: Ethan Norville; Vice Chair: Andrew Magnus; Secretary: Paco Abraham 

 

Attendance (Board Members): Ethan Norville; Andrew Magnus; Felice Robertson; Khurshid 

Abdul-Mutakabbir 

Attendance (Community Resident Members): Paco Abraham 

 

Absent (Board Members): Hasaan Qazi 

Absent (Community Resident Members): Vadim Gaboys, Valerie Fleming; Calista DeJesus; 

 

Guests: David Kupferberg (NYC Passengers United), Rod Hebert, Kenya Johnson (President, 

Brooklyn Alumni Chapter, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.), Leah Cooper (Chair, Heritage & 

Archives), Annette Robinson (Former NY State Assembly Member), Additional community 

members and Union Street residents 

 

CB9 Staff: Allison Henry, Community Associate  

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Agenda: 

I. Welcome/Greetings 

a. The meeting is called to order at 7:20 pm.  

b. Chairman Norville asks for the presentation to begin but points out the committee 

will not vote on any item until more committee members join to reach quorum.  

c. Quick introductions are offered.  

 

II. Street Co-Naming Request  

a. Edith Mott Young Street Co-Naming Request (Union St. b/w Albany & Kingston 

Ave) 

i. Presented by: 

1. Kenya Johnson (President, Brooklyn Alumni Chapter, Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority, Inc.) 

2. Leah Cooper (Chair, Heritage & Archives) 

3. Annette Robinson (Former NY State Assembly Member) 

4. Additional community members and Union Street residents 

b. Summary of Presentation suggests that Edith M. Young was recognized as 

i. Educator and civic leader 

ii. Founding figure connected to Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

iii. Active in suffrage-related civic engagement 

iv. Longtime Brooklyn resident (Union Street) 



v. Legacy includes family members with military and educational 

contributions (including Tuskegee Airmen) 

c. Sorority highlighted ongoing community programming: 

i. Annual scholarships (~$76,000 to Brooklyn students) 

ii. Health outreach (including mammogram access initiatives) 

iii. Civic engagement and international participation 

d. Community testimony suggests that residents and sorority members value the 

historical significance, seek preservation of her legacy, and believe there is an 

educational value of street naming. 

e. Committee discusses raises questions that ask about →  

i. Timing of application (why 2026) 

1. Application initiated following archival research identifying 

residence history 

ii. Whether prior commemorations exist elsewhere 

1. No known existing street commemorations were confirmed. 

iii. Documentation and historical visibility of Edith M. Young 

1. Supporters emphasized the need for recognition of overlooked 

historical contributors. 

f. Felice Robertson moves to approve the co-naming as requested. Ethan Norville 

seconds.  Passed by unanimous consent.  

i. Supporters ask about next steps and Chairman Norville tells them the 

motion would go to the full board. Community support there would also 

be useful, but the entirety of the group need not attend or present there, 

though the space could accommodate.  

 

III. Approval of March Minutes 

a. Review of past meeting minutes.  

b. Khurshid Abdul-Mutakabbir raises concern. He flags the wording which reads 

Mr. Mann “walks in fear for himself, his dog, and his neighbors. He says, “I don't 

know how we can quantify fear” and goes on to flag “it says vehicles blowing 

through lights. What does blowing through lights mean?” He says, “this is 

beneath us as a committee” and urges it to be rewritten.  

c. Committee discussion about specificity and full agreement that specific quotation 

marks could be more useful in summaries and otherwise notes should be more 

neutral in official record. Agreement to revise previous mentions as needed.  

d. Rod Herbert asks for clarification on what the Remsen Avenue item was on the 

minutes because the project that happened there is now closed. Paco and Andrew 

respond that the committee was simply seeking any data in the five years since 

implementation to show that things had improved, or not, and if it were possible 

for DOT to give us any type of postmortem.  

e. Andrew Magnus moves to approve the minutes with corrections needed as 

discussed.  

i. March 2026 Minutes New Business, section A will revise from Marc 

Mann’s paragraph from →  



1. He notes there is a substantial increase in pedestrian foot traffic in 

the last half decade and walks in fear for himself, his dog, and 

neighbors by the amount of vehicles blowing through lights.  

ii. to →  

1. He notes there is a substantial increase in pedestrian foot traffic in 

the last half decade and “I’ve literally been, it's weekly that I am 

almost run over with my dog crossing that street.” He notes 

vehicles at the traffic light by 231 Ocean “they just blow through 

them. They blow through them. I've seen emergency vehicles blow 

them. I've seen cop precinct vans blow through them. Everybody 

else blows through them.” 

f. Paco Abraham seconds.  Passed by unanimous consent.  

 

IV. Open Street Notification (Franklin Ave between Atlantic & Eastern Parkway)  

a. Chairman Norville shares notice that the board received an Open street program 

happening just north of our district, along Franklin Ave, similar to a program run 

by the Franklin Ave Merchants Association there last year.  

b. There is no current press release or listing of the specific hours on the DOT 

website. 

https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openstreets.shtml#locations 

 

V. Review of DOT Speed Limit Reduction Locations to 15mph, via implementation of 

Sammy’s Law 

a.  Existing approved zones:  

i. i. Eastern Pkwy, between Troy Ave and Schenectady Ave (K396 (D75) at 

the Parkway Campus; New Bridges Elementary)  

ii. Union St, between Bedford Ave and Rogers Ave (Aspirations Diploma 

Plus High School; W.E.B. Dubois Academic High School)  

b. New School Slow Zones: 

i. Kingston Ave, between Winthrop St and Rutland Rd (P.S. 36; High 

School for Public Service Heroes of Tomorrow; Brooklyn Institute for 

Liberal Arts; League School)  

ii. ii. Rutland Rd, between Brooklyn Ave and Albany Ave (P.S. 36; High 

School for Public Service Heroes of Tomorrow; Brooklyn Institute for 

Liberal Arts; League School  

c. Rod Hebert asks for clarity about… 

i. Criteria used to select school zones 

ii. Perceived gaps in prioritization, since schools along existing priority 

corridors are not on this list 

iii. Lack of clarity regarding enforcement mechanisms (including speed 

cameras) 

d. Community Concerns Raised about the following –>  

i. Transparency in prioritization process 

ii. Whether implementation is 24/7 or time-based 

iii. Data-driven justification for selected locations 

iv. Enforcement effectiveness and signage clarity 



e. Khurshid Abdul-Mutakabbir asks if we put in writing something to have DOT 

“come before the community board and explain the scope and scale of these new 

cameras that they're installing in school zones in our community.” He clarifies 

that he does not want a general chat on Sammy’s law but rather the specifics of 

implementation… “Are there going to be cameras? And if we do have cameras, 

what time will be the hours?” 

f. Andrew adds in wanting to hear more about the decision matrix used for the 

prioritization of schools selected.  

g. Ethan asks if all agree on these questions to make an informational request.  

h. Passed by unanimous consent.  

 

VI. Old Business 

a. Bus network redesign item briefly discussed. 

b. Item tabled for future meeting due to time constraints and ongoing planning 

processed 

 

VII. New business  

a. Lefferts Ave Community Request - Matt Brumbeck raises concerns about street 

safety and vehicle speeding on Lefferts Avenue, specifically at Lefferts and 

Washington Avenue. He notes  

i. High vehicle speeds on wide corridor 

ii. DOT previously identified location as “good candidate” for intervention 

iii. Lack of follow-through despite prior engagement 

b. Matt says two actions have happened in the last decade… some striping of the 

parking lane and speed cameras. Neither have truly changed behavior though of 

vehicle speeds. He also presents a petition signed by over 30 residents on the 

block and surrounding blocks that desires CB9 support for some sort of traffic 

calming. He does not specify any single treatment but alludes to the possible 

success of elements from DOT’s typical toolkit that could include Gateway 

treatments, Mid-block crossings, Street narrowing / road diet elements, and/or 

Visual traffic calming measures. 

c. Rod notes a previous mention from Matt had asked about speed humps but his 

familiarity with the technical specs of the road suggest the street may not be 

suitable for that treatment.  

d. Khurshid Abdul-Mutakabbir says we would be better off making suggestions 

rather than relying on DOT’s collaboration. When Matt says raised crosswalks 

could be one element, Khurshid also asks if parking would be eliminated. 

Chairman Norville notes it might be possible but is not certain. Paco notes the 

north side of the street has a hydrant at the corner and already has no parking. 

Khurshid notes that residents on the block should know if parking were to be 

taken.  

e. Rod suggests a short-term item, in tandem with long term investment in street 

design, could be enforcement, even with just the visual of a police car stationed 

on the street for a designated amount of time.  

f. Group discussion about a potential committee motion / letter and if it should 

include short term fixes (returning the missing boulders across the street near the 



gas station) and reference the long-term solutions (visioning and speed 

management) from DOT’s November walkthrough 

i. Paco makes a Motion for a site-specific letter for Lefferts blvd between 

Washington and Bedford avenues, outlining elements of concern raised by 

residents, including signage, raised crossings or narrowed ‘gateway’ 

features. The letter should also include immediate actions such as DOT 

returning the missing boulders back. UNANAMOUSLY APPROVED.  

ii. Felice Robertson raises concerns about the lack of response by DOT 

regarding Washington Avenue actions taken by the committee. A request 

to make a specific location letter of support for Washington is tabled for 

future follow-up. In the meantime, the board office will again request an 

update on DOT’s status.  

g. Brooklyn bus network redesign (MOVED TO MAY MEETING)  

h. Comprehensive traffic planning (MOVED TO MAY MEETING) 

 

VIII. Adjournment  



























































BROOKLYN COMMUNITY BOARD 9  
890 Nostrand Avenue  

Brooklyn, New York 11225  
  

Parks, Recreation & Culture Committee Meeting Minutes  
April 16, 2026 

  
Attendance (Board Members): Nicolas Almonor; Abigail Timm  
 
Absent (Board Members): None 
  
Attendance (Resident Members): Courtenay Loiselle; Lillian Swain; David Romeo 
  
Absent (Resident Members): Gloria Briggs; MC Alexander; Brenda Pagan; Yoni Ronn; Shomari 
Ramsay; Denzel Oduro; Dave Walters 
 
Guests: None 
  
CB9 Staff: Mia N. Hilton, Assistant District Manager    

1. Call to Order 

a. Nicolas Almonor called the meeting to order at 7:09 PM. 

2. Roll Call / Attendance 

3. Minutes 

a. Quorum was not received. March meeting minutes were not approved. 

4. Prospect Park Alliance Conference 

a. It was a great collaboration. It was an opportunity for community boards to 
discuss what is happening in their community board and share what worked and 
what hasn’t worked. YouTube livestream of some of the conference panels are on 
the CB9 YouTube channel. 

5. September 2026 - June 2027 Calendar  

a. Planning is in our to do list for next meetings. 

6. Parks and Gardens Crawls 

a. We will match the list of parks and gardens with the list of activities that we will 
like to host in Community Board 9. We may want to skip Wingate Park since its 
popular and might not need as much exposure. This will be an opportunity for 
members of the community to reacquaint themselves with the parks and gardens. 

7. Community Fair – June 6, 2026  
a. A suggestion was made to reach local vendors such as nail salons to have a 

mobile manicure/pedicure station. 
8. Annual Educators Town Hall – April 25, 2026 



a. The President of Medgar Evers College will attend; we would like to talk to her 
about sponsoring a CB9 Art Summit at the College in collaboration with its Art 
Department. 

9. Adjournment 

a. The meeting adjourned at 7:41 PM. 

 
 
Minutes submitted by: Abigail Timm 
Minutes reviewed and approved by: Chair, Nicolas Almonor 



Brooklyn Community Board 9 
890 Nostrand Avenue 

Brooklyn, New York 11225 
 

Health and Social Services Committee Meeting 
April 20, 2026 

 
Attendance (Board Members): Francisca Leopold, Committee Chair; Lisa Etienne, Committee 
Vice Chair; Felice Robertson; Bakary Tandia 
 
Attendance (Resident Members): Carol Bartley; Karimah Griffin 
 
Absent (Board Members): None 
 
Absent (Resident Members): Nomalizwe Byndon; Abigail Donley; Breanna Kaiser; Dr. 
Jacqueline Love; Richardeana Theodore; Johnathan Courtney 
 
Guests: Allison Lew, Universal Child Care 
 
CB9 Staff: Allison Henry, Community Associate  

1. Call to order 
a. Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM. 

2. Welcome and Introductions 
3. Minutes 

a.  February and March 2026 reviewed, and motion was made and accepted. 
4. Welcome introduction of Presenter: Allison Lew - Parent organizer from the New 

Yorkers United for Childcare Organization (www.united4childcare.org). She informed 
the Committee of the organization’s mission, challenges, and goals. 

a.  New Yorkers United for Childcare is a nonprofit organization comprised of 
parents and would be parents working together to ensure free universal childcare 
for two- and three-year-olds, in addition to universal Pre-K. 

b. Ms. Lew Informed the committee of challenges New York parents and soon to be 
parents face regarding: 

i. Rising childcare costs 
ii. Lack of access to quality care givers 

iii. Barriers within the eligibility and application process 
iv. Daycare facility locations are inconvenient to home or work; current 

program hours of operation do not align with traditional 9am-5pm work 
hours 

v. Economic impact: lack of childcare options and high costs are forcing 
families to leave NY and/or the workforce 

c. Organizational goal: build political power of parents and allies to win free, full 
time universal childcare for children aged 0-5years. 

d. Next steps: Push for increased community participation to sign petition to deliver 
to city hall urging elected officials to support universal 2K and 3K for all 



residents of NYC regardless of immigration status or income; join and attend 
local organization meetings. The organization also prioritizes fair living wages for 
childcare workers. 

e. Questions from committee members: 
i. How is this organization funded? Answer: currently funded by foundation 

dollars and membership drives. 
ii. Will nannies who provide home childcare services face financial loss 

related to an increase in free city childcare services? Answer: the direct 
impact is unknown, but it is believed many families who can afford 
private care might not be applying for the program. 

iii. What are the plans to remove barriers to enrollment for parents who are 
worried about their immigration status? Answer: goal is to push for a 
universal program with no immigration requirement. It is also unknown at 
this time if a social security number will be required for participation in 
the program. 

f. Follow up request: present organization’s mission and goals to the CB9 board; 
keep in contact with this committee for continued outreach support; contact 
information given for CB9 Downstate community liaison. 

5. Senior Health & Resource Fair 
a. Pros and cons of combining the CB9 community fair and the committee senior 

resource and wellness fair were presented by committee members. Opted to keep 
both events separate. Committee chair to confirm budget with CB9 board for 
resource fair expenses. 

b. June 27, 2026, motion accepted to change date to Saturday, July 11, 2026. 
c. Location of Fair: Lefferts between Bedford and Washington Ave. It is a street 

location that will be close to traffic. Plan to have a set up time of 11 AM. Fair 
time will be 12 to 5pm. CB9 community table will also be available. 

d. Activities will be geared towards children and seniors, especially the senior 
caregivers. 

e. Committee members will resume senior resource fair planning; focus on utilizing 
previously distributed excel spreadsheet with contact information, confirming 
organization and sponsors participation. 

6. Senior Spa Day - details will be outlined in the next meeting. 
7. New Business - will discuss at next meeting. 
8. Adjournment 

a. Meeting adjourned at 8:23 PM. 

 

 

 

 



Brooklyn Community Board 9    
890 Nostrand Avenue    

Brooklyn, New York 11225    
 

Housing Meeting Minutes    
April 13, 2026 

  
Attendance (Board Members): Fred Baptiste, Board Chair; Mayna Legoute, Committee Chair; 
Ronisha LaBarrie; Solange Benjamin; Rod Herbert; Vanya Mayers 
 
Attendance (Community Resident Members): Diane Sheppard 
    
Absent (Board Members): Christian Loubeau; Drew Johnston 
    
Absent (Community Resident Members): Marc Mann 
    
Guests: Shannon Shaw, HeartShare; Sophia Shaw; Kenny Zucker; Melissa Ferrari; Benjamin 
Warnke; Jenn Moore 
 
 CB9 Staff: Allison Henry, Community Associate   

 
1. Call to Order 

a. Meeting called to order at 7:10 PM. 
2. Presentation by HeartShare regarding Supportive Housing Project. Follow up to February 

presentation. 
a. Proposed 135-unit supportive and affordable housing development at 245 

Clarkson Avenue.  
b. The development will be comprised of 11 stories: 47 studios dedicated to young 

people aging out of foster care, 30 – 31 two-bedroom units, a mix of one- and 
two-bedroom units for families and individuals 

c. Zoning and design considerations: architecture designed to minimize visual 
impact (setback of 25 feet from the street, lower-than-maximum permissible 
height (about 117 feet of proposed 125-foot cap). Proximity to other tall buildings 
in the neighborhood; alignment with as-of-right zoning. 

d. Ground-floor and site features include a one-story community facility and 
extensive on-site amenities. 

e. On-site services and partnerships: social services and mental health support, a 
full-time presence of case managers, employment specialists, wellness staff, and 
educational/vocational services, partnerships with Article 31 clinics and youth 
development programs; integration with preventive services for families 

f. Emphasis on engagement, sustainability, and balancing housing needs with 
neighborhood resources. 



g. Commitment to an evidence-based CTI (Critical Time Intervention) framework. 
Plan to train staff in CTI and ensure holistic wellness offerings, including a gym 
and community space 

h. Permanent on-site services funded through New York 1515 awards and similar 
subsidies 

i. On-site computer/training labs; vocational spaces; gym; community rooms; roof 
terrace 

j. Timeline and logistics: December 2026 target construction start is subject to 
funding pipelines. Public comments, engagement plans, and multi-stakeholder 
processes already in motion. 

3. Suggestions for community fair: invite HeartShare, CAMBA, Inc. and Brooklyn Housing 
to table 

4. March committee minutes amended to list Vanya Mayers as a Board Member not a 
Resident Member. Amended minutes approved by common consent. 

5. Adjournment 
a. Meeting adjourned at 8:51 PM. 



Brooklyn Community Board 9    
890 Nostrand Avenue    

Brooklyn, New York 11225    
 

Economic Development Meeting Minutes    
April 13, 2026 

  
Attendance (Board Members): Vanessa Raptopoulos; Lisa Etienne; Rohaan Menon; Joyce 
Williams 
     
Attendance (Community Resident Members): Bruce Kirton 
    
Absent (Board Members): Volney Jospeh 
 
Absent (Committee Resident Members): None 
 
Guests: None 
 
CB9 Staff: Allison Henry, Community Associate    

 
1. Call to order  

a. Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM.  

2. Jonathan Marable from the Chamber of Commerce 

a. He came to inform the committee about what the chamber does. He also let us 
know that they have been visiting all the community boards to see what economic 
development initiatives they are pursuing; some boards don't focus on ED. 

b. Additionally, Board 9 seems to be doing a lot compared to other boards. Some of 
the activities mentioned were a directory (which we completed last year), corridor 
walks, and resource fairs. Few other boards have business members, which the 
chamber believed made them less effective.  

3. Scavenger Hunt 

a.  We need to finish the organizing.  
b. Everyone checked all the documents for errors or edits, and then we went to 

print.  
c. We proofed the QR code and added a few missing businesses. 
d. All other sheets approved - door sign and rules sheets.  
e. Committee members must bring home and fold the passports.  
f. Asked Allison to print copies and we distributed the packets within the committee 

for the neighborhood distribution. 
i. Lincoln Road – Joyce 

ii. Franklin Ave – Bruce 



iii. Rogers Ave – Bruce 
iv. Flatbush Ave – Vanessa 
v. Nostrand Ave – Rohaan 

vi. Utica Ave – Lisa 
g. By the start of the hunt all businesses need to receive door sign, rules sheet, 2 sets 

of stickers, 20ish passports (more depending on popularity of business). Each 
committee member will be dropping off over the next few days to answer any 
questions and drop off materials to businesses.  

h. Decided to also do a push on LinkNYC boards - to follow up with Dante and get 
him addresses of links we want targeted.  

i. We also reviewed the prizes that were donated by the businesses and decided that 
we would figure out distribution when we see how many entries we get.  

4. Next meeting - decide how to distribute the prizes. 

5. Adjournment 

a. Meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM.  

 



Brooklyn Community Board 9     
890 Nostrand Avenue     

Brooklyn, New York 11225     
  

Environmental Protection Meeting Minutes     
April 21, 2026  

   
Attendance (Board Members): Kendall Christiansen; Bishop Hamilton-Gonzales; Debbie 
Timothy; Rod Herbert; Isaiah Pecou; Felice Robertson 
  
Attendance (Community Resident Members): Eric Wiseman 
  
Absent (Board Members): None 
     
Absent (Committee Resident Members): Marissa Murphy; Samantha Bhatty 
 
Guests: Michelle Tege, District Leader AD 43; Floria Hoepper; Maria Gabriella Niki; Yvette 
Zeuer; Alex Wade; Youstina Ninenshuti; Pacifique Ninenshuti 
  
 CB9 Staff: Allison Henry, Community Associate 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
a. Meeting called to order at 7:10 PM. 

2. The agenda was accepted. 
3. Minutes of the March meeting were received.  
4. The agenda was modified to receive a presentation from several residents on 

Fenimore Street to ask the Board’s assistance for a persistent noise complaint with the 
HVAC system at a neighboring church/senior center. A meeting is scheduled for 
April 28 to attempt to resolve it. 

5. The Committee reviewed several Sanitation-related topics: 
a. Support of voluntary clean-up efforts organized in several neighborhoods. 
b. DSNY’s proposed regulation regarding waste set-out times on Friday 

evenings for certain areas with Saturday collection. 
c. Illegal dumping and vehicle parking in the southeast section of the district. 
d. DSNY’s latest push for on-street containers also was discussed; the next 

district is CB8. 
6. The Committee continued consideration of a proposal for a series of workshops 

focused on flooding and generally endorsed CB9’s participation with other 
organizations. 

7. Adjournment 
a. The meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM. 



























































DM Report 
General Board Meeting 

4/28/2026 | MS61 (400 Empire Blvd) | 7PM 
 
Public Notices 

• Mayor Mamdani Takes Major Step Toward Citywide Trash Containerization, 
Announces Six New Districts. Six new districts containerized by end of 2027, with at 
least one fully containerized district in each borough; all trash off the streets by end 
of 2031. There are not reported locations in CB9.    

• The 2026 Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) Cooling Assistance application 
is now available for eligible households across New York City. This program helps 
income-eligible New Yorkers purchase and install an air conditioner or fan to stay 
safe and cool during the hot summer months. 

• DHS Shelter Notification: 169 Empire Boulevard - Shelter sited on Empire Boulevard 
near Bedford Avenue; Capacity/population: single adult men (140 beds); Nonprofit 
service provider: Project Renewal; Contract Commencement: Summer 2026 (e-
blast) 

 
Public Hearings 

• DOT: This proposed rule would amend sections 4-01 and 4-12 of Chapter 4 of Title 
34 of the Rules of the City of New York (“34 RCNY”) to prohibit property other than 
bicycles and scooters from being attached to City-owned bicycle racks and to 
provide a mechanism for DOT to enforce this limitation.   The New York City 
Department of Transportation (“DOT”) will hold a public hearing on Friday, April 24, 
2026 at 10am.  

▪ Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/93901083400?pwd=ARfP3BWz53akGIiTTAwBZPVX2LRXB9.
1 

▪ Meeting ID: 939 0108 3400 
▪ Passcode: 349187  

• DOB: The Department of Buildings (DOB) is proposing to add a new section 102-07 
to Subchapter B of Chapter 100 of Title 1 of the Rules of the City of New York 
regarding sidewalk shed permit renewal requirements, fees and penalties. DOB will 
hold a public hearing on the proposed rule online. The public hearing will take place 
at 11am on 4/27/26.     

▪ Meeting ID: 230 125 250 768 17 
▪ Passcode: Hh6MG6dE 

• DSNY: The Department of Sanitation (DSNY or the Department) is proposing to 
amend its rules to include the implementation schedule for the Midtown South and 
Staten Island Commercial Waste Zones (CWZ) and to create application process for 
infrequent generators of commercial waste. DSNY will hold a public hearing via 
Microsoft Teams at 10:00AM on Friday, May 8, 2026, using the following link: You can 
email written comments to nycrules@dsny.nyc.gov. We are zone Brooklyn East with 
no implementation date set.  

https://www.nyc.gov/mayors-office/news/2026/04/mayor-mamdani-takes-major-step-toward-citywide-trash-containeriz
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.pardot.health.nyc.gov%2Fe%2F944933%2Fxe5P6QyTn9VTT3Sqpa8iKkb7zM-473%2Fppj7f%2F915598056%2Fh%2F1Bs2PtdoCVropmUladhepc55f_4XqXqdIT0EzGM_z-s&data=05%7C02%7Cdarnwine%40cb.nyc.gov%7Cb18955865040473c12bd08dea488be40%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C639129104375158899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wd6T%2BTow1RudAXD%2FiE0%2FUdjM99IJhsupbVzVRcCTKgw%3D&reserved=0
https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/proposed-rules-relating-to-city-owned-bicycle-racks/
https://zoom.us/j/93901083400?pwd=ARfP3BWz53akGIiTTAwBZPVX2LRXB9.1
https://zoom.us/j/93901083400?pwd=ARfP3BWz53akGIiTTAwBZPVX2LRXB9.1
https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/amendment-of-rules-relating-to-sidewalk-sheds/
https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/implementation-dates-for-the-brooklyn-north-and-upper-manhattan-commercial-waste-zonesdsny-proposed-implementation-dates-for-the-brooklyn-north-and-upper-manhattan-commercial-waste-zones/


▪ Join Teams: 
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/25995452089903?p=Kkhd0pdljAzoGDIH
xY  

▪ Meeting ID: 259 954 520 899 03   
▪ Passcode: 5yV37xp2  

 
Administrative 

• National Grid - May 1 
• Future Eastern Parkway painting series 
• Block Association, Tenant Association listserv 
• Block party registration (now) 
• General Board - MS61  

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/25995452089903?p=Kkhd0pdljAzoGDIHxY
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/25995452089903?p=Kkhd0pdljAzoGDIHxY


Brooklyn Community Board 9    
890 Nostrand Avenue    

Brooklyn, New York 11225    
 

Public Safety Meeting Minutes    
April 16, 2026 

  
Attendance (Board Members): Fred Baptiste (Chair); Eve Chavi Cohen; Marcia Maxwell; 
Lorianne Wolseley; Abigail Timm 
     
Attendance (Community Resident Members): Eric Wiseman; Malka Levanna-Gordon 
    
Absent (Board Members): Joanna Carr; Shaunya Hartley; Zlati Mochkin 
    
Absent (Committee Resident Members):  
    
Guests: Lindsay Gordon; Barak Sered; Adrianne Wilcox, Queenofscots; Matthew Leone; Sherell 
Richardson   
 
 CB9 Staff: Mia N. Hilton, Assistant District Manager    

 
1. Meeting called to order at 7:03PM 
2. Welcome 
3. Roll Call 

a. PRESENT: Fred Baptiste (CB9), Eve Chavi Cohen (CB9), Malka Levanna 
Gordon (RM), Marcia Maxwell (CB9), Eric Wiseman (RM), Lorianne Wolseley 
(CB9) 

b. ABSENT: Joanna Carr (CB9), Shaunya Hartley (CB9), (CB9), Zlati Mochkin 
(CB9) 

4. Motion to amend agenda to add complaint from Union St Block and Civic Association 
a. ADOPTED BY COMMON CONSENT 

5. Rules of Order 
6. FDNY – Community Check-in/Updates – no report 
7.  NYPD – Community Check-in/Updates – no report 
8. Notices of Renewals to NYS Liquor Authority Application Review: 

a. EL Castillo de Jagua – 679 Flatbush Avenue (Hawthorne/Winthrop Streets); 
Renewal of a Liquor, Wine, Beer and Cider License 

i. RECEIVED FOR INFORMATION – NO ACTION 
b. Isaiah 45 Corp. – 52 Lincoln Road (Flatbush/Ocean Avenues); Renewal of a 

Liquor, Wine, Beer and Cider License 
i. RECEIVED FOR INFORMATION – NO ACTION 

c. GRBD Incorporated d/b/a The Bobbed Bandit – 429 Rogers Avenue (corner of 
Sterling Street); Renewal of a Liquor, Wine, Beer and Cider License 

i. RECEIVED FOR INFORMATION – NO ACTION 
 
 



9. Applications to the NYS Liquor Authority 
a. ALYR Consulting, Inc. – 641 Rutland Road (corner Albany Avenue); New 

Liquor, Wine, Beer and Cider License 
i. RECOMMENDATION: For CB9 to send a letter of NO 

OBJECTION for ALYR Consulting, Inc. – 641 Rutland Road (corner 
Albany Avenue); New Liquor, Wine, Beer and Cider License with agreed 
upon stipulation with applicant to close no later 12 midnight on Sundays. 

ii. MOVED by Eve Chavi Cohen; 2nd by Malka Levanna-Gordon; 
ADOPTED BY COMMON CONSENT. 

b. Queenofscots LLC d/b/a Fiona’s. – 562 Flatbush Avenue (corner of Beekman 
Place); Change of operation to include live music 

i. RECOMMENDATION: For CB9 to send a letter of NO 
OBJECTION for Queenofscots LLC d/b/a Fiona’s. – 562 Flatbush Avenue 
(corner of Beekman Place); Change of operation to include live music 
with agreed upon stipulation to keep windows closed during live music 
events. 

ii. MOVED by Lorianne Wolseley; 2nd by Malka Levanna Gordon; 
ADOPTED BY MAJORITY VOTE, ABSTENTION – Eve Chavi 
Cohen. 

c. Fugue State, LLC – 453-455 Rogers Avenue (Lincoln Road) – New Liquor, 
Wine, Beer and Cider License and Temporary Retail Permit 

i. RECOMMENDATION: For CB9 to send a letter of NO 
OBJECTION for Fugue State, LLC – 453-455 Rogers Avenue (Lincoln 
Road) – New Liquor, Wine, Beer and Cider License and Temporary Retail 
Permit with agreed upon stipulation with applicant to amend closing hours 
to 12:30AM (Sun – Thurs) and 2:00AM (Fri & Sat) 

ii. MOVED by Marcia Maxwell; 2nd by Eric Wiseman; ADOPTED BY 
MAJORITY VOTE, ABSTENTION – Marcia Maxwell. 

10. Union St Block and Civic Association 
a. The block association came to a previous meeting of the Public Safety committee 

with safety and quality of life concerns regarding scaffolding on Union Street. 
There have been several unsuccessful attempts to work with the property owner to 
address. The Committee and the Block Association agreed to have the District 
Office contact the property owner, CM Crystal Hudson’s office, the 71st Precinct, 
and other relevant agencies to address. 

11. Adjournment 
a. Meeting adjourned at 8:46 PM. 

  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Fred Baptiste 
Chair - Public Safety Committee 
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