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COMMUNITY BOARD 13
BOARD MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:  Wed., May 26, 2021

Time:  7:00 P.M.


Loc.: Zoom

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Lucy Acevedo



Shirley Aikens



Lakeisha Bowers

Dionne Brown



Patricia Brown



Joe Corace

Mario Caggiano



Marion Cleaver



Nadine Dabney

Mark Davidovich


Lolita Divilova



Olga Fort

Susan Flaschenberg


Brian Gotlieb



Selina Grant

Erum Hanif



Amarilys Herrera


Thomas Hopkins

Queenie Huling



Orlando Mendez


Pat O’Brien

Milagros Quiles



Michael Quinn



Michael Russo

Shimon Rinkovsky


Jeff Sanoff



Tatyana Segal

Pervez Siddiqui



Michael Silverman


Pat Singer

Evelyn Strasser



Jack Suben



Gloria Watkins
Barbara Teitelbaum


Edita Volovodovskaya


Annette Wesley


Dennis Vourderis


Joann Weiss




David Wynn



Kumali Zairee

MEMBERS ABSENT:

Zunera Ahmed



Wanda Feliciano


Brian Granoff

Bernie Kaufman(e)


Yelena Makhnin



Irene Olson(e)

Joseph Packer



Priscilla Santos



Fran Schwartz

Shazia Wattoo

OFFICE STAFF PRESENT:

Eddie Mark, D.M., Hanna Glikman, Community Associate, Barbara Santonas, Secretary

Chairperson Lucy Acevedo opened the May meeting of C.B. 13.  She asked for a Moment of Silence in Memory of Jimmy Prince, who passed away recently.  After the moment of silence, board member Zunera Ahmed presented a brief video on Jimmy.  Lucy Acevedo thanked Zunera for putting the video together.  Several board members spoke – Kumali Zairee said that Jimmy was very important to the people in Coney Island.  May he RIP.  Selina Grant said that Jimmy was a special person.  She sent condolences to his family.  He always had positive things to say to the people who frequented his store.  David Wynn said that Jimmy was the first person to hold him when he was brought home from the hospital, 63 years ago.  Joe Corace remembered that as a young boy he played on Jimmy’s Little League team.  Orlando Mendez remembers him as a dear friend.  There is now The James Major Prince School of Photography and Art, which Orlando has named for Jimmy.
Lucy reminded everyone that the meeting is being recorded and anything put in the Chat would be part of FOIL if it was requested.
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PUBLIC SESSION:
Christopher Grief – He reported that Stillwell Avenue Mask Force events have the highest number of participants.  Elevators have been added to the N Line at 8th Avenue Station and the F Train Station at 7th Avenue and 9th Street.

Debra Grief – She reported that as of June 1st the Center is moving to 750 Vanderbilt Avenue.

Bridgette Ingram – Coney Island Hospital – She is very happy to be working with us.  At the next C.B. meeting she will be on the agenda and will make a full presentation to update the board on the new hospital building.

ELECTED OFFICIALS/REPRESENTATIVES:

Assembly Member Mathylde Frontus reported that both her offices are opened and serving the community.  Her office has been involved in many events via Zoom, one of which was a Virtual Career Day where 50 high school and college students attended and were able to meet and listen to 15 professionals in various positions.   She was proud to announce that she was elected as Chair of the Minority Mental Health Subcommittee.  She presented C.I.H. with $250,000.  She was also able to secure over $1 million in Capital funds for the District.  She also secured monies for NYCHA C.I. 4/5 and for P.S. 288, McKinley I.S. and I.S. 201.  Her office will be sponsoring a clean up of Mermaid Avenue; the beach and the Creek in partnership with her Advisory Committee.
Board member Jeff Sanoff asked if the monies she as talking about are grants or member items.  She said it is not a member item is the way it used to be.  She would be glad to explain it to him off line.  
Christopher Grief thanked the Assembly Member for getting  Board member Selina Grant asked the Assembly member is she will be helping the Coney Island YMCA.  The Assembly member said that that is part of a larger request for Capital funds.  She suggested that Selina check with all the elected officials in the area.  Rochelle Manigault said that the Y needs all the help they can get.  She has heard the Y is not reopening because they don’t make enough money to sustain it.
Ken Lazar, DOB reported that the they restarted the “No Penalty for Deck Retaining Wall with no fear of violations”.  If assistance needed, call 311 inspectors will come and check your premises until May 30th .  Also, Moratorium on business sign violations given before 2019 has been extended to 2023.  Local Law 157 – inspection of gas lines in 1 and 2 family houses which are exempt have been extended until 12/31/2021.

Inna Guzenfeld – representing the Brooklyn Borough President brought Greetings.  They will have Public Hearing on Zoning for Accessibility Text Amendment.  She thanked us for having the hearing on this Amendment.

Lenny Markh – representing Assemblyman Steve Cymbrowitz.  He reported that the Emergency Rental Assistance Program began on June 1st  for those who are below 80% AMI.  It will cover 12 months of arrears from March 2021.  It will also cover landlords as well.  (Website OTDA.ny.gov).  He spoke to DHS about 100 Neptune Avenue, as of now no alternate site has been identified.  If they find an alternate site, they will be using that site.  He wished everyone a Happy Memorial Day Weekend.
Sergei Chuprik – representing the Comptroller Scott Stringer.  The Report for Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Analysis can be found on the Comptroller’s website.

MINUTES:  Motion made by Joe Corace, seconded by Joann Weiss to accept the minutes as presented.

VOTE:  In favor:  39


Opposed:  0


Abstentions:  0
Motion carried unanimously. (Quorum present)  Roll call on file at C.B. Office
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT:
Lucy reported she sent email to members asking if they wish to remain on their current committees.  She will advise those members who made request about changes.  She thanked Eddie for using his Zoom account for our meetings.  The Governor has still not signed the Executive Order continuing virtual meetings.  She believes we will go back to in person meetings beginning in Sept.  Eddie has reached out to several venues and they are not ready to have us use their sites.  He will continue looking.  MCU Park has changed their name to Maimonides Field. The Cyclones have begun playing.
DISTRICT MANAGER’S REPORT:
Eddie reported that he and Lucy attending the Cyclone’s Opening Day.  The Ford Amphitheater is now called Coney Island Amphitheater.  They are looking for a new sponsor.  He wished the Russo Family Good Luck on the opening of their new restaurant, La Tombola which is located at the site of the old Kitchen 21.  There will be another Mask Force Event tomorrow at the Stillwell Avenue Terminal.  The official Beach Opening for the 2021 Season will take place tomorrow at 1 p.m. on the Boardwalk and West 12th Street.

There was a site visit with CM Treyger, C.B. 13, EDC and Project 2a, 3b, c-  Neptune Avenue is in very bad condition.  Repaving will begin on both Mermaid and Neptune Avenues.  Demands were made to better the conditions immediately.  

Tonight, the Board will vote on three Text Amendments.  At the June meeting the board will vote on the Restaurant Text Amendment.  In June, there will be a Transportation Committee meeting about the D Line which will not be coming into the Stillwell Terminal for a significant period of time beginning in September.

CORRESPONDENCE:



Shimon Rinkovsky, Secretary
There will be a DEP mtg on line on May 27th from 4-6 p.m. discussing the Draft MS4 Report which has details for The Storm Water Management System
Joe Corace gave information on Kiwanis Every Day Hero event which will take place on Saturday, Sept. 18th from 12-3 p.m. at Gargiulo’s.  Honorees include:  Lakeisha Bowers, Eric Castagliola, Patricia Roman and Joann Weiss.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Joint Transportation & Land Use Committee:
Lolita Divilova/Wanda Feliciano, Transp. 







Marion Cleaver/Shimon Rinkovsky, Land Use 

Lolita briefly discussed the Citywide Accessibility Text Amendment which was presented at this committee meeting.

VOTE: In favor:  40

Opposed:  0


Abstention:  0

Motion carried unanimously (Quorum present)  Roll call on file at C.B. Office

At the Committee meeting, under New Business, Olga Fort discussed the unsafe conditions at BBA and C.I.A.  This has been under discussion for several years and many surveys have been done.  Discussions will continue.  Gloria discussed the use of W. 37th St. by driving schools.
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LICENSING COMMITTEE:  

Yelena Makhnin/Orlando Mendez, Co-Chairs

Co-Chair Orlando Mendez reported on the meeting which was held on May 11, 2021.
License for Sea Gate Beach Club –

Committee Vote:  In Favor:  6    Opposed: 0
 Abstention:  0

Motion carried (quorum present)  Roll Call on file at C.B. office

Vote: full board:  In Favor:  32

Opposed:  0
Abstentions:  1

Recuse: 2

Motion carried (quorum present)  Roll Call on file at C.B. office

Margarita Island  Change of Method of Operation –

Committee voted to deny the change of method of operations due to previous violations/under age drinking.  The Committee also voted to send letter to NYSLA to revoke Margarita Island’s license for the same reasons.

Selina Grant asked for clarification if violations had been corrected.  (venue was given fine of $7500 which they are appealing.  Have no received answer to their appeal yet).

Vote:  full board:  In Favor:  35

Opposed:  4

Abstentions:  0

Motions carried (quorum present)  Roll call on file at C.B. Office

Letter of Support for Phoenix Family Rollercoaster at Wonder Wheel Park

Dennis explained about the new Roller Coaster

This was discussed during the Committee Meeting earlier this evening.
Committee Vote:  In Favor:        Opposed:  0     Abstention:  0

Full Board Vote:   In Favor:  38  Opposed:  0     Abstention:  0     Recuse:  1

Motion carried (quorum present) Roll Call on file at C.B. office

Pete’s Clam Stop Class Change – upgrade to full liquor license

This was discussed during the Committee Meeting earlier this evening.

Committee Vote:  In Favor:        Opposed:  0      Abstention:  0

Full Board Vote:   In Favor:  38  Opposed:  1      Abstention:  0

Motion carried (quorum present) Roll call on file at C.B. office.

LAND USE COMMITTEE:

Marion Cleaver/Shimon Rinkovsky, Co-Chairs

Shimon explained this Committee meeting was to discuss and better understand the three Citywide Text Amendments.

Citywide Hotel Text Amendment
There was discussion and although the committee thought this would give us more input, several board members remained confused.
Motion made by Joann Weiss, seconded by Gloria Watkins to accept as presented.
Committee Vote:  In Favor:  8      Opposed:  0       Abstention:  2

Motion carried (quorum present)  Roll call on file at C.B. Office

Full Board Vote:   In Favor;  35    Opposed:  1       Abstention:  1

Motion carried(quorum present) Roll call on file at C.B. Office
Health/Fitness Text Amendment
This amendment basically will make it easier to open gyms and fitness establishments.  They can open “as of right”.  They will not need to obtain a Special Permit.
Motion made by Pat Singer, seconded by Jack Suben to accept as presented.
Committee Vote:  In Favor:  8
 Opposed:  1 
 Abstention:  0

Motion carried (quorum present) Roll call on file at C.B. Office

Full Board Vote:   In Favor:  9
 Opposed:  26    Abstention:  2

Motion denied (quorum present) Roll call on file at C.B. office

FRESH II Text Amendment
This amendment will expand the FRESH Program to other underserved neighborhoods in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island.  The amendment will also modify rules for certification of a FRESH food store.  Discussion on how stores can profit from this text amendment.  Good fresh fruits and vegetables are hard to find in our community.  Eddie stated that 19 C.B.’s have FRESH programs, FRESH II are in 11 C.B.s.
Motion made by Pat Singer, seconded by Lucy Acevedo to accept as presented.

Committee Vote:  In Favor:  9
 Opposed:  0
 Abstention:  0

Full Board Vote:  In Favor:  34     Opposed:  0      Abstention:  3

Motion carried (quorum present)  Roll call on file at C.B. Office
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OLD BUSINESS:
Selina Grant reminded the Board about the Stop Sign that is needed on West 37th St. and Surf Avenue.  (2/3 years ago DOT did survey and decided to place a YIELD sign there) Request that they return and survey again as there has been a change in the population in that area (new buildings/more people).
NEW BUSINESS:
Joe Corace -  BB/CI Kiwanis will have an Every Day Hero event on Sept. 18, 2021.  The honorees are Patricia Roman, CIH, Eric Castagliola, 60th Pct, Joann Weiss, C.B. 13 and Lakeisha Bowers, community activist.  More information will be forthcoming.  BB/CI Kiwanis is sponsoring a 5K Run at I.S. 223 on June 27th.  Anyone interested in sponsoring a runner, contact Joe Corace.

Next Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 23, 2021.







Barbara Santonas, Secretary
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