
groundwater concentrations still exceed the Ambient Water Quality Standards, the general 
trend shows a decrease in cVOCs concentrations. The additional remedial actions proposed 
in the RAWP are anticipated to expedite this trend.  

 
2. Comment: Should future on-site tenants and adjacent residents feel safe? 

 
Response: The selected remedy will remediate the site for Restricted Residential use. The 
new building will not be occupied until NYSDEC certifies that the remedy is complete and 
that all the Remedial Action Objectives (RAOs) have been achieved. The following 
summarizes the Public Health RAOs and how the selected remedy will achieve them: 
 
• Prevent ingestion or direct contact with contaminated soil. A cover system 

consisting of the proposed concrete cellar slab will be installed across the entire site 
footprint, preventing direct contact with remaining contaminated soil.  

• Prevent inhalation of, or exposure to, contaminants volatilizing from contaminants 
in soil. All cVOC impacted soil above the water table will be excavated and removed, 
eliminating the risk of these contaminants volatilizing and migrating into indoor air. 
Additionally, a polyethylene vapor barrier will be installed beneath the foundation slab to 
further reduce the risk of any remaining VOCs from entering the new building. The 
selected remedy also includes a soil vapor intrusion (SVI) evaluation, which incorporates 
recommended actions to address exposures related to soil vapor. 

• Prevent ingestion of groundwater containing contaminant levels exceeding 
drinking water standards. Groundwater in NYC is not used as a source of potable 
water and there is no risk of tenants ingesting any on-site groundwater. 

• Prevent contact with, or inhalation of, volatiles from contaminated groundwater. 
ISBR injections will reduce cVOCs in groundwater via anaerobic reductive dichlorination, 
eliminating the risk of these contaminants volatilizing. 

• Mitigate the risk of impacts to public health resulting from existing, or the 
potential for, soil vapor intrusion into the building to be constructed at the site. As 
part of the SVI evaluation, indoor air samples will be collected from the proposed 
buildings prior to occupancy. The results of these analyses will be reviewed by NYSDEC 
and the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH). If the results indicate a need 
for soil vapor mitigation, those actions must be completed before the new development 
can be occupied.  

 
Nearby residents are protected from contamination at 60-66 Gerry Street for similar reasons:  
 
• The site is completely fenced with a locked gate and is covered in a layer of clean 

recycled concrete aggregate (RCA), preventing anyone from coming into contact with 
the contaminated on-site soil. 

• The area is served by a public water supply and residents are not drinking or coming into 
contact with contaminated groundwater associated with this site.  

• Many of the buildings in the Broadway Triangle area are recent developments with new 
foundation slabs and vapor barriers. Properties such as the high school at 177 Harrison 
Avenue and the residential buildings at 81, 83, 85, and 87 Gerry Street are equipped 
with active sub-slab depressurization systems that are being maintained under Site 
Management Plans (SMPs) to mitigate soil vapor intrusion. 

 
3. Comment: Is this situation and approach similar to that encountered and performed at the 

NuHart Superfund site?  



 
Response: Both the 60-66 Gerry Street BCP site and the NuHart State Superfund site do 
have exceedances of cVOCs in soil, groundwater, and soil vapor, and the cVOC-focused 
remedy elements at NuHart are very similar to the remedy selected for 60-66 Gerry Street: 
excavating cVOC-impacted soil above the water table and conducting in-situ injections to 
remediate cVOC-impacted groundwater. However, as noted above, the main contaminant 
driving the remedy at the NuHart site is a plume of phthalate NAPL that is floating on top of 
the groundwater table both on-site and off-site.   
 
Please note that while the selected remedies for the cVOC impacts at these two sites may 
be similar, the cVOC plume at the NuHart parcel differs significantly from the conditions at 
60-66 Gerry Street. Specifically, the concentrations of cVOCs in groundwater at NuHart 
were an order of magnitude higher than those at the Gerry Street site.  
 

4. Comment: A ventilation tent with negative air pressure should be deployed...[since] the 
similarities to the NuHart project are striking. 

 
Response: The requirement for a negative pressure enclosure at the NuHart site was 
predicated on the presence of a significant volume of NAPL, which was anticipated to 
generate odors. There is no NAPL at the 60-66 Gerry Street site, and the excavation is not 
expected to generate significant odor impacts.  
 
As a requirement of the Community Air Monitoring Plan (CAMP) for 60-66 Gerry Street, 
continuous real-time monitoring for VOCs and particulates will occur during all ground 
intrusive work to ensure that contaminants are not leaving the site in ambient air. If the 
ambient air concentrations at the downwind perimeter of the work area exceed threshold 
levels, work activities will stop, and corrective measures will be implemented to abate 
emissions. 
 

5. Comment: Why isn’t this site designated a State Superfund site?  
 
Response: The BCP is a voluntary program, and the applicant for the 60-66 Gerry Street 
site entered the program as a Volunteer. A Volunteer is an applicant whose liability arises 
solely as a result of ownership and was not an owner or operator of the site at the time of 
contaminant disposal. Under Part 375-3.7(b) of New York Codes, Rules and Regulations 
Title 6 (6 NYCRR), NYSDEC defers assessment of a BCP site’s classification on the State 
Superfund Registry provided the Volunteer complies with the BCP agreement. As part of the 
BCP process, NYSDEC and NYSDOH made a positive significant threat determination 
based on the results of the remedial investigation and the potential for contaminant 
migration off-site.  The BCP procedure requires NYSDEC to identify any potentially 
responsible parties (PRPs) for the contamination and to initiate enforcement action against 
these PRPs. If the PRPs cannot or will not investigate and (if necessary) remediate off-site 
contamination related to the site, NYSDEC would initiate a NYS-funded remedial program. 
The PRP search has already been initiated for this site. 

 
6. Comment: Sampling should be frequent during the remediation and post-remediation. Site 

Management and CAMP measures should be more rigorous.  
 
Response: As noted above, continuous air monitoring under the CAMP will occur during all 
intrusive work both upwind and downwind of the site. Since the proposed remedial work will 
be taking place within 20 ft of the mixed-use residential/commercial building at 58 Gerry 



Street to the west and the office building at 35 Bartlett Street to the south, two additional 
CAMP stations will be deployed to monitor air quality between the work area and these 
potential receptors.  
 
Groundwater monitoring will occur at a minimum on a quarterly basis following the remedial 
excavation and the ISBR injections to evaluate the performance of the remedy. Additionally, 
indoor air samples will be collected from each of the proposed buildings prior to occupancy 
as part the SVI evaluation. NYSDEC and NYSDOH will review the data to determine if active 
mitigation is required. The SMP will be submitted after remedial actions are implemented 
and will outline all specific operation, maintenance, and monitoring requirements for soil 
vapor and groundwater. 
 

7. Comment: How is the applicant and the agency addressing the effects of chronic flooding in 
this area?  
 
Response: The RAWP includes a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) which 
contains provisions for controlling stormwater runoff and minimizing the migration of 
pollutants that may leave the site and enter local waterways. Stormwater that collects on-site 
will be discharged to the sewer under authority of the New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection. Erosion control measures such as silt fencing and hay bales will 
be placed along the perimeter of the site to prevent off-site migration of sediment. 
Excavated soil will be direct-loaded into trucks for off-site disposal to the extent feasible, 
thus minimizing any stockpiling of contaminated soil on-site. Any stockpiles will be properly 
graded and covered in plastic sheeting to prevent erosion or migration. The SWPPP calls for 
periodic inspections of the erosion and sediment controls, and corrective actions as needed.   
 
NYSDEC requires an in-depth explanation regarding climate change risks for this site in the 
Green and Sustainable Remediation (GSR) section of the RAWP, including a Climate 
Change Vulnerability Assessment and an Environmental Footprint Analysis detailing all the 
potential climate hazards at the site and gauging the remedy’s resiliency to these hazards. 
These assessments will be included in the final RAWP. 
 

8. Comment: The board is also concerned that the SCO’s and health standards used to inform 
cleanup project remediation goals and public safety are antiquated and are in long need of 
updating.  
 
Response: NYSDEC is required by Environmental Conservation Law (ECL) 27-1415(6)(c), 
to update the Soil Cleanup Objective (SCO) tables every 5 years. A revision to  the SCOs 
listed in Part 375 of 6 NYCRR was recently noticed for public comment (see 
https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/regulations/proposed-emergency-recently-adopted-
regulations/environmental-remediation-revisions#comment_instruc). The comment period on 
this rulemaking ends on January 15, 2025. 
 
NYSDEC and NYSDOH continuously review and revise other guidance documents related 
to site investigation and remediation. For example, NYSDOH’s Guidance for Evaluating Soil 
Vapor Intrusion in the State of New York, initially published in 2006, has been updated 
several times since then (most recently in February 2024) to account for advances in 
toxicological research. Likewise, NYSDEC’s Sampling, Analysis, and Assessment of Per- 
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) is regularly updated when new scientific information 
becomes available. 
 

https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/regulations/proposed-emergency-recently-adopted-regulations/environmental-remediation-revisions#comment_instruc
https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/regulations/proposed-emergency-recently-adopted-regulations/environmental-remediation-revisions#comment_instruc


If you have any further questions, please contact me at (718) 482-4992 or e-mail me at 
madeleine.babick@dec.ny.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Madeleine Babick, EIT 
Project Manager 
 
ec: Jane O’Connell, Cris-Sandra Maycock, Rodney Rivera – NYSDEC 

Scarlet McLaughlin, Stephanie Selmer – NYSDOH 
Stephen Chesler – Brooklyn CB 1 (stevechesler@me.com) 
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RESPONSIVENESS SUMMARY 
Meeker Avenue Plume Superfund Site 

Operable Unit 2 
Brooklyn, New York 

INTRODUCTION 

This Responsiveness Summary provides a summary of the public’s comments and concerns 
regarding the Proposed Plan for Operable Unit 2 (OU2) of the Meeker Avenue Plume Superfund 
site (site), and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) responses to those 
comments.  All comments summarized in this document have been considered in EPA’s decision 
for the selection of a remedy for OU2 at the site under the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA).     

This Responsiveness Summary is divided into the following sections: 

I. BACKGROUND ON COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND CONCERNS

This section provides the history of community involvement and interests regarding the site. 

II. COMPREHENSIVE SUMMARY OF MAJOR QUESTIONS,
COMMENTS, CONCERNS, AND RESPONSES

This section contains summaries of written and verbal comments received by EPA at the public 
meeting and during the public comment period, and it contains EPA’s responses to these 
comments.   

The last section of this Responsiveness Summary includes attachments which document public 
participation in the remedy selection process for this site. They are as follows:   

Attachment A contains the Proposed Plan that was distributed to the public for review and 
comment;   

Attachment B contains the public notice that was published in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, on the 
Nowy Dziennik website, and via the Greenpointers newsletter on April 5, 2024, and in Abecadlo 
on April 12, 2024. It also includes the notice of extension published via the Greenpointers 
newsletter on April 12, 2024, in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle and in Abecadlo on April 19. 2024, and 
in Nowy Dziennik on April 20, 2024. The notices were published in English, as well as in Spanish 
and Polish for the non-English speaking communities within and surrounding the Meeker Avenue 
Plume site; 

Attachment C contains the public comments received during the public comment period; and 

Excerpt from the full Record of Decision

https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/02/744534


Attachment D contains the transcript of the public meeting held on April 16, 2024 at the St. 
Stanislaus Kostka Church, Brooklyn, New York.  

  
I. BACKGROUND ON COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND CONCERNS 
  
Since the inclusion of the site on the National Priorities List in 2022, public interest in the site 
has been high. EPA has strongly encouraged and received public input since the listing of the 
site. EPA published a Community Involvement Plan in 2023. This 2023 Community 
Involvement Plan outlines specific outreach tools to facilitate transparent and accessible 
communication with the community in the decision-making process and to solicit public input on 
site activities. EPA also sends out monthly email updates to the community to keep them 
informed of ongoing activities at the site.     

In 2023, EPA provided Technical Assistance Services for Communities (TASC) support to the 
Meeker Avenue Plume Community Advisory Group (CAG) for strategy, engagement, and 
outreach.  The TASC contract was amended in 2024 to provide the CAG with technical support, 
interpretation and translation services, and administrative support on an as-needed basis.  

EPA also provides the support of a neutral facilitator to the CAG. The neutral facilitator assisted 
in the formation of the CAG, including development of the mission statement, structure, and 
operating procedures. The neutral facilitator also assists the CAG in planning and conducting 
meetings.  

The CAG holds its meetings in the surrounding community and serves in a technical review and 
advocacy capacity on behalf of the community. The CAG membership includes representatives 
from local businesses, environmental organizations, community residents, and other interested 
parties from Brooklyn. The CAG regularly conducts outreach in the community to encourage 
public participation in site-related activities and engages social-media outlets to ensure project 
information is broadcast widely. In addition, the CAG maintains a webpage and an email list to 
disseminate project-related information, including the dates of upcoming meetings and site 
updates.  

  
II. COMPREHENSIVE SUMMARY OF MAJOR QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, 

CONCERNS AND RESPONSES 
  
Comments and/or questions were received at the public meeting, in addition to two written letters 
(via email), one from the Meeker Avenue Plume Community Advisory Group (CAG) and one 
from Brooklyn Community Board No. 1. North Brooklyn Neighbors, a local environmental group, 
also indicated their support for the CAG’s comments via email. In addition, one comment was 
received via email during the comment period. Copies of the comment letters and emails are 
provided in Attachment A, and a copy of the public meeting transcript is provided in Attachment 
D. A summary of the significant comments provided at the public meeting and in writing, as well 
as EPA’s responses to those comments, are provided below. 



 
The sign-in sheets indicate that approximately 25 people attended the April 16, 2024 public 
meeting. The meetings’ attendees included residents, Community Advisory Group members, local 
business representatives, interested community members, journalists, elected officials, and 
representatives from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and the New 
York State Department of Health.  
 
Part 1: Written Comments 
 
A comment letter (via electronic format) was submitted by the Meeker Avenue CAG. The letter 
contained several comments, which are summarized below, along with EPA responses. A 
representative of North Brooklyn Neighbors sent a separate email reiterating the CAG’s 
concerns and expressing general support for the action. 
 
Comment 1: The CAG is concerned that access for testing is being granted at too slow of a rate 
and would like to know how EPA intends to improve its success rate at getting access to test 
buildings at risk of vapor intrusion within the Study Area. They would like to see new strategies 
for outreach, including to non-residential properties. 
 

EPA Response 1: EPA is actively exploring ways to improve the outreach approach at 
the site. The Community Involvement Plan is being updated and further developed and 
the Region intends to discuss it with the community prior to the next winter heating 
season to explore additional strategies for increasing participation. EPA appreciates the 
CAG’s offer to continue helping with outreach and understands that our mission is to 
protect the community from elevated risks posed by site-related contamination. Cleanup 
efforts at the site are being conducted in an expedited fashion on parallel tracks to (i) 
address the immediate risks posed by vapor intrusion and (ii) determine the full nature 
and extent of contamination at the site so that the sources of the contamination leading to 
vapor intrusion can be addressed. Signature of this ROD will give the Region the ability 
to quickly mitigate any vapor intrusion concerns that are discovered, and the ongoing 
groundwater investigation will help to better focus ongoing outreach efforts on areas 
where vapor intrusion is most likely to occur. The discovery and mitigation of 
unacceptable risks in indoor air at residential and non-residential structures resulting from 
site-related contamination is the Region’s top priority for the site. 

 
Comment 2: The CAG would like clarity on how realistic it would be for EPA to compel testing 
in a systematic way. 
 

EPA Response 2: EPA will consider the need for use of its enforcement authorities at 
every property where access is sought and not granted. EPA has the ability to compel 
access to properties to conduct vapor intrusion sampling and is trying to do so in a 
systematic and balanced manner, taking into consideration our current understanding of 
the nature and extent of contamination at the site, as well as people’s individual rights to 



privacy and autonomy. As mentioned in the response to Comment 1, cleanup efforts at 
the site are being conducted on two tracks. As we gain a better understanding of where 
contamination concentrations are elevated in the subsurface, we can use that information 
to better focus our outreach efforts, including our use of access authorities if determined 
to be appropriate. Other reasons EPA may decide to utilize legal authority to gain access 
include, but are not necessarily limited to, the construction characteristics of a building 
and the presence of sensitive receptors in the building (e.g., day care facilities, schools or 
senior centers). While multiple lines of evidence can and will be used by EPA in making 
determinations about where and when to use our access authorities, it must be noted that 
vapor intrusion issues do not necessarily follow a clear pattern and two adjacent buildings 
can have different results (i.e., one could be found to have a vapor intrusion concern and 
the neighboring building could not). While testing as many properties as possible 
overlying the plume of contamination is ideal, note that vapor intrusion impacts occur on 
a structure-by-structure basis and the lack of testing at any individual property will not 
impact EPA’s ability to mitigate concerns at the neighboring properties, if needed.  

 
Comment 3: The CAG would like to know the number of properties where access was refused. 
 

EPA Response 3: EPA has been going through a systematic process of reaching out to 
potentially impacted properties within the Study Area. A review of lot and block tax 
maps shows that there are an estimated 943 lots within the preliminary Study Area. Not 
every one of these lots necessarily has a structure, so this would be an outside estimate of 
how many structures are potentially impacted. Lot and block maps also do not tell us how 
many individual units or businesses are potentially impacted (for example, any individual 
lot could have multiple basement and first floor units that require testing). Of these lots, 
we know that prior to EPA’s direct involvement with the site in March 2022, NYSDEC 
had tested 166 buildings and mitigated 26 of them for vapor intrusion impacts. If we very 
conservatively assume that NYSDEC did not reach out to any other properties during 
their time as lead agency for the site from 2007 to 2022 (which is not actually the case), 
then this leaves approximately 700 structures that may or may not have ever been 
contacted by NYSDEC or EPA at the time that the site listed on the National Priorities 
list in March 2022.  
 
EPA has been working with the City of New York to compile mailing addresses for these 
remaining properties and has sent informational postcards and/or letters to more than 500 
properties since March 2022. EPA has also tried several additional ways to obtain 
voluntary access to these properties, including going door-to-door on multiple occasions, 
making phone calls, participating in public meetings, tabling at a local farmer’s market 
and library, and speaking with local sources of news and information. We have also 
reached out via social media. Several members of the community have assisted with these 
efforts, which EPA greatly appreciates.  
 



EPA estimates that we have communicated in some direct way (i.e., through mailings, 
door-to-door, meetings, calls, in-person) with occupants and/or owners of approximately 
700 individual properties in or near the preliminary study area since the site was listed in 
2022. Unfortunately, we have gained access to only 40 individual units in 35 structures 
through these efforts to date, plus all 11 buildings of Cooper Park Houses and P.S. 110. 
That said, the vast majority of properties that we have not yet gained access to have not 
denied access – they have simply not granted it yet. The number of outright denials, 
which might be counted as people explicitly saying or writing they would not provide 
access, as well as people that have hung up the phone on us, is relatively small; only 
approximately 25 individuals have fallen into the outright denial category thus far.  

 
Comment 4: The CAG submitted several comments regarding the Remedial Action Levels 
(RALs) included in this decision document. In particular, the CAG asked that different (lower) 
RALs be considered for use at the site. 
 

EPA Response 4: The individual comments regarding RALs submitted by the CAG are 
summarized and responded to below. In general, EPA wants to clarify that the RALs are 
only one line of evidence that are being used in determining if mitigation is needed at any 
individual property. As is stated in the ROD, the RALs represent current EPA Vapor 
Intrusion Screening Levels (VISLs) set at a target Hazard Quotient (HQ) of 1, which falls 
midway between EPA’s cancer risk range of 1x10-6 to 1x10-4. They are developed using 
health-protective assumptions and toxicity information for each individual chemical that 
is intended to be protective of all individuals, including sensitive subgroups such as 
pregnant women, children and the elderly, so that they may be exposed without adverse 
effects over a lifetime or part of a lifetime, incorporating an adequate margin of safety. 
The VISLs, and thus the RALs, are only screening values. They will be considered with 
other Site-specific lines of evidence such as subsurface geology and hydrogeology, 
subsurface contamination levels, the structural characteristics of each building, and 
proximity to other impacted structures in determining whether there is a need for 
remedial action. The need for remedial action will also be determined in consultation 
with NYSDEC and the NYSDOH, including consideration of NYSDOH’s Guidance for 
Evaluating Soil Vapor Intrusion in the State of New York. 

The RALs will not be used as a discrete line to determine if mitigation is needed or not; 
rather, each individual property will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis to determine if 
mitigation is warranted based on current and reasonably anticipated future use. EPA will 
err on the side of protectiveness when making these determinations and the determination 
to mitigate at any individual property could be made even if there are no RAL 
exceedances if the other lines of evidence, such as those described in the previous 
paragraph, suggest it would be appropriate, in consultation with NYSDEC, NYSDOH 
and EPA’s risk assessor. 

Comment 5: The CAG asks that applicable or relevant and appropriate requirements (ARARs) 
be taken into consideration when establishing RALs for the site. They note that Section 121(d) of 



the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA) requires that on-site remedial actions attain or waive federal environmental ARARs, 
or more stringent state environmental ARARs, upon completion of the remedial action, and point 
out that NYSDEC’s action levels are more stringent than EPA’s RALs. The CAG also makes the 
point that Region 9 uses lower values than Region 2 for RALs.  
 

EPA Response 5: In October 2006, NYSDOH published “Guidance for Evaluating Soil 
Vapor Intrusion in the State of New York” 
(https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/indoors/vapor_intrusion/docs/2006_guidance.
pdf). The preface to this document, which has been updated over the years, most recently 
in February 2024, states that it has been prepared by NYSDOH in consultation with 
NYSDEC and that is intended as “general guidance for parties evaluating soil vapor 
intrusion in the State of New York.” The guidance goes on to state directly that it is not 
“a regulation, rule or requirement.” As such, this document would not be considered an 
ARAR for the site. Further, EPA Region 9 guidelines would not be considered ARARs 
for EPA Region 2. However, the guidance documents referred to in the comment are to 
be considered (TBC) in the Superfund remedy selection process. As such, EPA will 
consider these values in remedial decision making along with the multiple lines of 
evidence discussed above. 

 

Comment 6: The CAG stated that the residential RAL for TCE should be set to 2 ug/m3 or 
below based on EPA Region 9 recommendations found in this document: 
https://archive.epa.gov/region9/superfund/web/pdf/r9-tce-interim-action-levels-response-recs-
memo-2014.pdf and the NYSDOH recommendation that “TCE concentrations in the air not 
exceed 2 ug/m3.  

EPA Response 6: The EPA Region 9 memo that is referenced by the CAG is an archived 
document from 2014 and does not include the most up to date methodology/exposure 
parameters for calculating VISLs, which are typically updated twice a year by EPA. 
Current VISLs can be found here: https://www.epa.gov/vaporintrusion/vapor-intrusion-
screening-level-calculator 
 
Region 2’s current residential VISL for TCE is 2.1 ug/m3, which is only slightly higher 
than the Region 9 number and the NYSDOH numbers referenced by the CAG, and is 
consistent with EPA’s current Vapor Intrusion guidelines. Further, as is explained in 
EPA’s response to Comment 4, above, the decision of whether to mitigate any particular 
property will be made based on multiple lines of evidence and in consultation with 
NYSDEC, NYSDOH and EPA’s risk assessor.  

 
Comment 7: The CAG thinks the commercial/industrial RAL should be more stringent for both 
TCE and PCE. The commercial/industrial RALs in the Proposed Plan are based on an 8-hour 
workday. Instead, they recommend that a 10-hour workday be assumed, particularly because of 
the number of people who both live and work in the neighborhood, and the frequency with which 

https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/indoors/vapor_intrusion/docs/2006_guidance.pdf
https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/indoors/vapor_intrusion/docs/2006_guidance.pdf
https://archive.epa.gov/region9/superfund/web/pdf/r9-tce-interim-action-levels-response-recs-memo-2014.pdf
https://archive.epa.gov/region9/superfund/web/pdf/r9-tce-interim-action-levels-response-recs-memo-2014.pdf


people work greater than 8-hour workdays. In addition, the CAG notes that assuming a 10-hour 
workday would bring the RAL for TCE closer to the Region 9 recommendation referenced in 
Comment 6, above.  
 

EPA Response 7: EPA’s commercial RALs are based on a typical workday and are 
considered protective for most workers including sensitive subpopulations, such as 
pregnant women and the elderly. Response #20 discusses in more detail the conservative 
exposure parameters used to calculate commercial/industrial RALs.  As stated in the 
proposed plan and ROD, the commercial/industrial RALs assume an eight-hour workday, 
which is protective of most non-residential settings and can be adjusted as needed to 
account for property-specific conditions. If the Region were to become aware of a 
situation where 10 or 12-hour workdays were the norm, the RAL could be adjusted to 
account for that. A RAL for a 10-hr workday would be 7.0 ug/m3 for TCE and 140 ug/m3 
for PCE. Assuming a 12-hr workday, the RALs would be 5.8 ug/m3 and 120 ug/m3 for 
TCE and PCE, respectively.  The indoor air RALs for both TCE and PCE based on an 
8hr, 10hr and 12hr days are displayed in the table below. The Region understands and 
agrees that many workers spend more than 8 hours a day at their place of business and, in 
addition, that many people both live and work in the neighborhood, often in the same 
space (i.e., they work from home), in which case a residential RAL might be more 
appropriate. Property-specific determinations will be made on a property-specific basis 
based on multiple lines of evidence. As is stated in the ROD, “whether to apply the 
residential RAL or Commercial/Industrial RAL will also be determined on a case-by-case 
basis, in consultation with NYSDEC and NYSDOH. In general, EPA understands that 
many properties that are zoned for non-residential use may be used, either regularly or 
from time-to-time, in what would be more consistent with residential exposure 
assumptions. The residential RALs may be used at any property, residential or non-
residential, if there is reason to believe the commercial/industrial RALs are not 
sufficiently conservative, either under current or reasonably anticipated future use 
scenarios.” These decisions will also be made in consultation with EPA’s risk assessor. 

 

Contaminant 
of 

Concern 

Commercial/Industrial Remedial 
Action Level, Indoor Air 

(ug/m3) 
8hr 10hr 12hr 

TCE 8.8 7 5.8 
PCE 180 140 120 

 
 
Comment 8: The CAG thinks the residential RAL should be more stringent for PCE and notes 
that it seems to correspond not to a one-in-a-million cancer risk, but instead are pegged to non-
cancer risk. The CAG expressed that the community deserves to be granted the utmost protection 
and they are concerned that the EPA allows a cancer risk range of 1x10-4 and 1x10-6, but the 



RALs do not correspond to the most stringent standard. The CAG requests that the RAL for PCE 
be set to the NYSDOH value of 30 ug/m3 or less. 

EPA Response 8: EPA’s current residential VISL based on a 10-6 cancer risk for PCE is 
42 ug/m3, which is consistent with EPA’s current Vapor Intrusion guidelines and based 
on the most up-to-date methodology/exposure parameters for calculating VISLs. As 
stated in the Role of the Baseline Risk Assessment in Superfund Remedy Selection 
(https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-11/documents/baseline.pdf):  

“Generally, where the baseline risk assessment indicates that a cumulative site risk to an 
individual using reasonable maximum exposure assumptions for either current or future 
land use exceeds the 10-4 lifetime excess cancer risk end of the risk range, action under 
CERCLA is generally warranted at the site. For sites where the cumulative site risk to an 
individual based on reasonable maximum exposure for both current and future land use is 
less than 10-4, action generally is not warranted, but may be warranted if a chemical 
specific standard that defines acceptable risk is violated or unless there are 
noncarcinogenic effects or an adverse environmental impact that warrants action. A risk 
manager may also decide that a lower level of risk to human health is unacceptable and 
that remedial action is warranted where, for example, there are uncertainties in the risk 
assessment results. Records of Decision for remedial actions taken at sites posing risks 
within the 10-4 to 10-6 risk range must explain why remedial why remedial action is 
warranted.” 

The noncancer hazard falls within the risk range established in the National Contingency 
Plan (NCP) for taking action. As such, it serves as a useful benchmark for determining an 
action is necessary; however, as is explained in EPA’s response to Comment 4, above, 
the decision of whether to mitigate any particular property will be made based on 
multiple lines of evidence and in consultation with NYSDEC, NYSDOH and EPA’s 
team, including the risk assessor.  

Comment 9: At the May 30, 2024, presentation by the EPA, results of some of the well 
sampling were presented. A select list of contaminants found in the groundwater was presented, 
many of which are known to be harmful to human health. While the CAG applauds the 
investigation of PCE and TCE in the area, given the profusion of other harmful contaminants, the 
CAG is concerned that other contaminants that may negatively affect our public health are not 
being properly considered. When the EPA does indoor air sampling, does it test for other 
contaminants? If so, which ones? If levels of these contaminants are found at harmful 
concentrations, what is done? The CAG requests that the EPA take full advantage any time they 
have access to a property and ensure the inhabitants are protected not just from PCE and TCE, 
but also from other potentially harmful compounds, especially those that have been found to be 
present in the groundwater sampling. 

EPA Response 9: When EPA conducts vapor intrusion sampling in residential and non-
residential buildings, EPA analyzes the samples collected for multiple volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs). The contaminant list can vary depending on which laboratory is 
selected to conduct the analysis.  However, there are typically 50 to 55 VOCs that are 
analyzed for during each event. All of these compounds are evaluated to see if they are 
related to the Site and compared to EPA’s vapor intrusion screening levels in the same 
fashion as TCE and PCE.  



The full list of contaminants is available at the following link: 
https://www3.epa.gov/ttn/amtic/files/ambient/airtox/to-15r.pdf.  

EPA understands the community would like EPA to evaluate contaminants other than 
TCE and PCE, but it is important to note this is an interim remedial decision based on the 
information currently available for the site, which shows TCE and PCE as the primary 
contaminants in groundwater contributing to vapor intrusion risk. As is stated in the 
ROD, if additional contaminants of concern are identified during the ongoing OU1 RI/FS 
that may adversely affect indoor air, EPA’s VISLs and NYSDOH guidance will be 
reviewed and, if warranted, appropriate mitigative actions will be taken. 

 
Comment 10: The CAG thinks it is vital that ARARs be applied for this decision even though 
they understand they are not required since this is an interim decision. They go on to explain that 
EPA has stated numerous times that the reason that it is addressing vapor intrusion now is 
because it is an immediate health risk, but, as of yet, there is no timeline or plan for an 
underlying cleanup or removal action. As such, it is unknown for how long the community will 
exist with only this proposed plan to protect its health. Because of all these unknowns and the 
EPA’s own indications that the health risks are immediate, the CAG believes that the standards 
of ARARs should apply. Additionally, the CAG went on to note that the community has been 
very supportive of and even pushed for the site to move from a state-level site to the National 
Priorities List, but are concerned now if this move means less protective health standards than 
were used under the state cleanup will be applied, stating that this goes against all the reasons 
that the site was elevated to a national status. 
 

EPA Response 10: The proposed plan is an interim remedial action that is intended to 
reduce site risks early in the Superfund site remediation process. EPA’s preferred 
alternative includes engineering measures and vapor intrusion mitigation systems that do 
not treat the subsurface vapor source, but rather serve to prevent contaminated soil vapors 
from entering and/or accumulating in structures at concentrations that represent a threat, 
or a potential threat, to human health. Because the remedy for OU2 is considered an 
interim remedy, identification of ARARs is not required at this time. That said, ARARs 
and TBCs will be considered in decision making. Regarding the CAG’s comment on the 
health standards, please refer to EPA responses 4 through 8.  To summarize, the RALs 
are just one line of evidence that will be considered in concert with other factors 
including site-specific, and property-specific, lines of evidence such as subsurface 
geology and hydrogeology, subsurface contamination levels, the structural characteristics 
of each building, and proximity to other impacted structures in determining whether there 
is a need for mitigation. The need mitigation will also be determined in consultation with 
NYSDEC and the NYSDOH, including consideration of NYSDOH’s Guidance for 
Evaluating Soil Vapor Intrusion in the State of New York, and the EPA risk assessor will 
be consulted on each individual decision. 

A timeline for the OU1 RI/FS has not yet been established. However, vapor intrusion and 
groundwater investigations are currently in progress. Given the scope of the 
investigation, EPA expects that the OU1 RI/FS process will take a number of years to 
complete. EPA acknowledges community’s frustration with the process, however, EPA’s 
goal is to complete the OU1 RI/FS as thoroughly and quickly as possible on two parallel 

https://www3.epa.gov/ttn/amtic/files/ambient/airtox/to-15r.pdf


tracks, as described in the response to Comment 1. Regarding the CAG’s comment on the 
health standards, please refer to EPA responses 4 through 8.  To summarize, the RALs 
are just one line of evidence that will be considered in concert with other factors 
including site-specific, and property-specific, lines of evidence such as subsurface 
geology and hydrogeology, subsurface contamination levels, the structural characteristics 
of each building, and proximity to other impacted structures in determining whether there 
is a need for mitigation. The need mitigation will also be determined in consultation with 
NYSDEC and the NYSDOH, including consideration of NYSDOH’s Guidance for 
Evaluating Soil Vapor Intrusion in the State of New York, and the EPA risk assessor will 
be consulted on each individual decision. 

 

Comment 11: The CAG believes that soil gas vapor testing should be implemented in addition 
to soil vapor intrusion, since it can be done in the public right of way and would provide some 
data on how likely a vapor intrusion risk is at a particular property, even if access to that property 
is denied. This would provide additional information to help the EPA determine whether it is 
vital to consider using additional measures to gain access to the property for testing. Depending 
on the underlying properties of soil in different parts of the neighborhood, the well sampling 
might not be a good proxy for soil gas vapor and potential vapor intrusion. Without a larger data 
set of results from indoor air testing, The CAG doesn’t feel confident that a plan based on such a 
small sample of properties is the best for the community. For example, soil gas vapor testing 
could be used at residences where tenants have requested testing, but the property owner has not 
granted access, should the EPA be unwilling to use its administrative authority to force access. 

EPA Response 11: NYSDEC has collected nearly 1,000 soil gas samples and has made 
that data available to EPA for evaluation, which EPA considers a substantial dataset. 
EPA is in the process of evaluating this soil gas data and will collect additional samples if 
needed. Collecting soil vapor samples from outside of buildings does not provide a 1:1 
correlation to soil vapor concentrations beneath an adjacent building. As indicated in 
EPA’s Technical Guide for Assessing and Mitigating the Vapor Intrusion Pathway from 
Subsurface Vapor Sources to Indoor Air (https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-
09/documents/oswer-vapor-intrusion-technical-guide-final.pdf), “individual exterior soil 
gas samples cannot generally be expected to accurately estimate sub-slab or indoor air 
concentrations.” Therefore, EPA’s priority thus far has been to conduct sub-slab and 
indoor air sampling to address any immediate health concerns and groundwater sampling 
to determine the nature and extent of the groundwater plume.  

Comment 12: The CAG requests that the EPA be willing to test apartments on upper floors in 
elevator buildings and buildings with other vertical conduits. It has been found that elevators can 
increase the movement of vapors throughout a building. The EPA has stated on numerous 
occasions that testing every building within the investigation area would be an aspirational goal. 
Since there is evidence that upper-level apartments in elevator buildings may have greater risk of 
indoor air issues due to vapor intrusion, the CAG sees no reason why the EPA should turn away 
willing participants of this type  

EPA Response 12: The soil, soil gas, and groundwater at the Site are contaminated with 
CVOCs. CVOCs are a subset of volatile organic compounds (VOCs), which are 
substances that typically evaporate at room temperature. They can affect the indoor air of 



properties located in close proximity to contaminated areas by entering the indoor air of 
structures through small cracks, pipes or other points of entry. Based on how soil vapors 
usually enter a building , indoor air samples collected from the lowest level floor and 
basement typically exhibit the highest concentrations of vapors.  If EPA were to find that 
the concentration of contaminants on the first floor are unusually elevated, EPA could 
elect to collect additional samples from higher floors to ensure that these locations are not 
presenting an unacceptable risk to those living on those floors.  EPA is aware that in 
some situations that elevators and elevator shafts can provide preferential pathways for 
vapors and will consider testing of upper floors in buildings with elevators. 

Comment 13: The CAG believes the EPA should do vapor intrusion sampling outside of the 
winter heating season. The EPA should identify test sites where indoor air is sampled during the 
winter heating season and at other times as well, especially during times of heavy rainfall to 
assess whether winter heating season testing is indeed the best method for determining risk of 
vapor intrusion. Seasonal variability of factors such as weather and rainfall can affect vapor 
intrusion. From a June 2015 document of the EPA’s Office of Solid Waste and Emergency 
Response, “Because fluctuations in water table elevation can lead to elevated vapor 
concentrations in the vadose zone, EPA also recommends that “near source” soil gas sampling 
(and possibly a soil gas survey) be considered in different seasons that coincide with 
groundwater fluctuations.” 

EPA Response 13: Indoor air samples are typically collected during the winter heating 
season because soil vapor intrusion is more likely to occur when a building's heating 
system is in operation, doors and windows are closed and buildings are generally less 
ventilated.  When buildings are closed up and heated, a difference in temperature 
between the inside and outdoor air induces a stack effect, pulling warm air from lower to 
higher floors. Vapor intrusion can be enhanced as the air is replaced in the lower parts of 
the building.  In New York State, heating systems are generally expected to be operating 
routinely from November 15th to March 31st. However, these dates are not absolute.  
EPA can collect vapor intrusion samples outside of the winter heating season if EPA 
determines the circumstances warrant testing. However, these samples could not be used 
to rule out exposure. Samples during the heating season would still be necessary to verify 
indoor concentrations under a worst-case scenario. 

Comment 14: The CAG believes that given that TCE exposure during the first few weeks of 
pregnancy increases the risk of heart damage to a developing fetus, testing should be done in 
homes at any season if there is a person of childbearing age living in the home. The risk is 
greatest between weeks 2 and 8 of pregnancy, which is often before a person may even know 
that they are pregnant. Thus, to reduce the risk of birth defects, it would make sense to ensure 
safe living and working conditions for any person who may become pregnant. 

EPA Response 14: EPA evaluates each situation on a case-by-case basis and would 
consider vapor intrusion sampling if the circumstances warrant testing. Additionally, 
Region 2 has a long-standing process for reviewing vapor intrusion data so that 
expeditious decisions regarding mitigation can be made, especially in situations where 
TCE is a contaminate of concern. 

Comment 15: The CAG has questions about how long the results of vapor intrusion testing are 
valid. Given that the condition of the foundation, for example, can change with construction 



projects, earthquakes, etc, we are concerned that while initial testing may deem a location “safe,” 
the status may change in the future. The CAG would like to see a schedule under which 
properties can be retested or a list of changes that would make a property eligible to be retested. 
The CAG has seen it suggested that if soil gas vapor tests above a certain threshold, perhaps 
mitigation should be suggested in locations even if the indoor air tests “safe” in the event of 
future changes to the building.  

EPA Response 15: EPA does not have a schedule under which properties would be 
retested.  Each request that is submitted to EPA for testing is evaluated on a case-by-case 
basis, including those requests made when a property has already been tested.  Situations 
that may lead EPA to retest a property can include, but are not limited to, the 
concentrations of compounds detected during a previous sampling event, new vapor 
intrusion testing data at neighboring and adjacent properties, significant changes to a 
building’s construction (i.e., significant remodeling) and/or foundation (i.e., new cracks), 
and changes in EPA’s understanding of groundwater flow direction and/or groundwater 
contaminant concentrations. Also, keep in mind that EPA’s long-term goal is to address 
the source and/or sources of contamination to reduce the likelihood of vapor intrusion 
concerns at the site. As mentioned in EPA Response 10, EPA looks at multiple lines of 
evidence when determining whether there is a need for mitigation, including subsurface 
geology and hydrogeology, subsurface contamination levels, the structural characteristics 
of each building, and proximity to other impacted structures. For example, if EPA finds 
that contamination levels in the sub-slab significantly exceed the RALs, but first floor 
contamination levels do not exceed the RALs, then EPA may consider whether 
mitigation is required.  

Comment 16: The CAG is concerned that not all available information is being collected and 
analyzed. In particular, the EPA should use all data and wells from the National Grid site to 
determine the extent of the plume given that groundwater analysis presented at the May 30, 
2024, CAG meeting showed that contamination exists right up against the current boundary of 
the plume and the National Grid property. The CAG also believes that there should be better 
coordination with the Newtown Creek site in order to gain further information about how the two 
sites affect one another.  

EPA Response 16: EPA is actively coordinating with property owners in the area to gain 
access to sample existing wells and/or to install new wells, including National Grid. EPA 
anticipates sampling several of the existing wells on their property in the upcoming fall 
2024 groundwater sampling effort. This is a dynamic process and as more data is 
collected, it may become apparent that additional sampling locations should be tested. 
EPA will continue to keep the CAG informed as more information is developed.   EPA’s 
Meeker Avenue Plume Site project managers work with the EPA’s Newtown Creek 
project managers to eliminate any duplication of effort, ensure coordination between both 
teams, and share data across both sites. EPA also regularly meets with and coordinates 
with NYSDEC and NYSDOH. 

 

 

 



A comment letter (via electronic format) was submitted by Brooklyn Community Board No. 1.  

Comment 17: Brooklyn Community Board No.1 requested that EPA adhere to the more 
stringent NYSDEC vapor intrusion chemical contamination thresholds that 1) are lower for TCE 
and PCE than those used by EPA and 2) require residential and commercial spaces utilize the 
same RALS instead of using higher levels for commercial spaces. 
 

Their letter also voiced that this project is of the utmost concern, not only due the breadth, 
severity and complexity of the Meeker Avenue Plume contamination, but because this Superfund 
site resides solely within the confines of Brooklyn Community District #1, a district that has a 
long history of exposure to toxic sites. The letter expressed concern with the protectiveness of 
the RALs that EPA is using and asked that EPA not seek waivers to override the State 
guidelines. The letter also explained that it is both normal and pervasive for workers in 
commercial work environments to spend more time (very often more than 10 hours) at their 
workplace than at their home, and reiterated that it is imperative that residents and workers in the 
district receive the same level of protection that the state would provide.  

EPA Response 17: EPA appreciates the long history of contamination that is present in 
the neighborhoods represented by Community Board No. 1 and understands the distress 
this has caused to so many in the area. Very similar concerns regarding the appropriate 
RALs to use and the need to follow State regulations were also raised by the Meeker 
Avenue Plume CAG. Please see EPA Responses 4 through 10 above. 

 
A member of the community submitted a comment to EPA via e-mail, which is provided below, 
along with EPA’s response.  

Comment 18: The community member is concerned about access to residential properties for 
vapor intrusion sampling. They think that having to get landlord permission to get their 
apartment tested makes this testing program useless. As someone with health problems living on 
the Meeker Superfund site who wanted to get our building tested, they were unable to do so 
because they couldn't get landlord permission. Their building is an old building with many 
visible cracks in the facade and ground floor where vapors could easily get through, and there is 
also a basement unit. The community member feels that in order for this program to work, a 
court order needs to be put in place immediately requiring testing, because when left with a 
choice, the overwhelming majority of landlords will not choose to get the space tested. They feel 
it is completely unrealistic to think that landlords will comply voluntarily. They voiced that 
delays continue to jeopardize the health of the community who actually lives in the superfund 
site (the renters).  

EPA Response 18: Consent is the preferred method for EPA to obtain property access 
for various CERCLA activities including vapor intrusion sampling.  However, EPA has 
the ability to use other enforcement options, including administrative or judicial orders or 
warrants to compel access when consent is not forthcoming or otherwise is denied and 
access is necessary. As such, while EPA always seeks access for the purposes of 
sampling or mitigation through consent from property owners, a decision by EPA that 
access is necessary leading to the use of its access authorities will depend on the facts of 



the situation, including the levels of contamination and exposure scenarios. Please also 
see EPA’s response to Comment 2 above. 

 

Part 2: Verbal Comments 

EPA received a number of verbal comments from community members during the public meeting 
held on April 16, 2024. The comments are provided below, along with EPA’s responses. 

Comment 19: A community member asked EPA to identify and describe briefly the sources of 
pollution? 

EPA Response 19: EPA is still in the process of identifying source areas for the site as 
part of the ongoing OU1 RI/FS. Prior to the site being added to the Superfund list, 
NYSDEC had already identified at least six likely source areas and another ten to twenty 
additional probable source areas. The uses of these properties vary and will be explored 
further during the RI/FS process, but at least one was a used for dry cleaning and another 
was a drum reconditioner. EPA is investigating all of these areas and others as part of the 
OU1 RI/FS. 
 
To expand upon information provided at the meeting, the  properties already designated 
by NYSDEC as likely source areas include: 

• Former Spic and Span Cleaners and Dyers, Inc. (NYSDEC No. 224129)  
• Former Klink Cosmo Cleaners (NYSDEC No. 224130)  
• Former Acme Steel / Metal Works (NYSDEC No. 224131)  
• Former Acme Steel / Brass Foundry (NYSDEC No. 224132)  
• Former Lombardy Street Lacquer and Soap (NYSDEC No. ID No. 224182)  
• Former Goodman Bros. Steel Drum Co. Inc (NYSDEC No. 224211)  
• 291 Richardson Street Site (NYSDEC No. C224292)  

 

Comment 20: A community member, who also identified as a resident and a member of 
Evergreen, asked EPA to explain why the RALs are different between residential and 
commercial properties and whether it has to do with how much time people spend in one place 
versus the other. They also asked whether the RALs offer the same level of protection and if 
more TCE or PCE intrusion is allowed in a space that’s commercial because people might spend 
less time there.  

EPA Response 20: The primary difference between EPA’s residential and commercial 
RAL calculations is the exposure time per day (residential at 24 hours per day; 
commercial at 8 hours per day), the number of days exposed per year (residential at 350 
days per year; commercial at 250 days per year) and the number of years exposed 
(residential at 26 years; commercial at 25 years). 

To expand upon what was said at the meeting, in order for there to be risk, there needs to 
be exposure and the longer the exposure, the higher the risk. In general, people spend less 
time at their job than they do at home. Therefore, just based on the math, somewhat 
higher concentrations for non-residential properties would result in similar risk levels for 



somewhat lower concentrations at residential properties. However, as is noted in EPA 
Response 7, the determination of the most appropriate RAL to use for any particular 
property will be determined on a case-by-case basis. The residential RALs may be used 
at any property, residential or non-residential, if there is reason to believe the 
commercial/industrial RALs are not sufficiently conservative, either under current or 
reasonably anticipated future use scenarios, and these decisions will be made in 
consultation with NYSDEC, NYSDOH and EPA’s risk assessor.     

 Receptor Population 
 Resident Commercial/Industrial Worker 

Exposure Parameter Value Source/Rationale Value Source/Rationale 

Exposure Time 24 hours/day whole day 8 hours/day 

typical workday; may 
be adjusted based on 
site-specific 
considerations 

Exposure Duration 26 years 
EPA, 2011; 90th 
percentile for current 
residence time 

25 years 
EPA, 1991; 95th 
percentile; Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, 1990 

Exposure Frequency 350 days/year 

EPA, 1991; 365 
days/year minus 15 
days/year spent away 
from home 

250 days/year 

EPA, 1991; assumes 
5 days/week for 50 
weeks/year (assumes 
2 weeks of vacation) 

     
Sources:     
EPA, 1991. Human health evaluation manual, supplemental guidance: Standard default exposure factors. OSWER 
Directive 9285.6-03 
EPA, 2011. Exposure Factors Handbook: 2011 Edition. EPA/600/R-090/052F, September 2011 

     
 

Comment 21: A community member asked why the Proposed Plan assumes 100 buildings will 
require mitigation. 

EPA Response 21: In order to develop a cost estimate for the mitigation measures, EPA 
used best professional judgement to develop a reasonable estimate of how many 
properties may require mitigation. The estimate was based on the number of properties 
within the Study Area, as well as the number of properties that have required mitigation 
thus far. That said, if more properties require mitigation, they will still be addressed. One 
of the assumptions of Superfund decision documents is that the cost estimates used to 
support RODs are expected to be accurate within a range of +50 to -30 percent. Further, 
even if we do end up going outside of this range (i.e., if we need to mitigate more than 
about 150 properties or fewer than about 70) we can modify the decision document so 
that we can still complete the work. 
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December 18, 2024 

Chief, Superfund and Brownfield Cleanup Section, Region 2 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
One Hunters Point Plaza 1st Floor 
47-40 21st Street
L. I. City, NY 11101-5401

RE: Former Nuhart Plastic Factory - 65 Dupont St - Superfund Site 

Dear Ms. O'Connell: 

On December 10, 2024, Brooklyn Community Board #1, by a vote of 32 "YES"; 0 "NO"; 

1 "ABS", approved the submission of the following questions and concerns regarding the offsite 
(OU2) remediation of the Former Nuhart Plastic Factory Superfund Site located at 65 Dupont St, 

Brooklyn, NY: 

At a public project update meeting hosted by North Brooklyn Neighbors on October 29, 

2024: 

It was indicated that a successful method for Soil Vapor Extraction (SVE) had not been 

devised and implemented yet for OU2. Please provide a status on development ( description 

of method) and success level for OU2 SVE. 

It was indicated that a filter box has been permanently installed inside the building 

constructed onsite. What is/will be the schedule for monitoring the operation and safety of 
the box's operation (substance intake, treatment and release/removal)? 
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December 23, 2024 
 
Commissioner Sean Mahar 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233-1010 
518-402-8013 
 
RE: DKN Ready Mix Concrete Mixing Operation, 270 Green Street, Brooklyn, NY                                        
    
 

On December 10, 2024, Brooklyn Community Board #1, by a vote of 32 “YES”; 0 “NO”; 1 “ABS”, 
passed the following resolution: 

 
Where as, Residents living at 252 Green Street, Brooklyn, NY, adjacent to 270 Green Street have 
encountered an abundance of dust in their living space since DKN began its concrete mixing operations 
next door. 
 
Where as, Residents living at 252 Green Street have experienced significant respiratory and eye irritation 
since DKN began its operations next door. 
 
Where as, Residents living at 252 Green Street have detected silica dust in their living space and outdoors 
since DKN began its operations next door. Inhaled silica dust can cause significant lung damage. 
 
Where as, A 2-year old boy living at 252 Green Street, has been diagnosed with a high white blood cell 
count. 
 
Where as, Local environmental organization North Brooklyn Neighbors installed an air monitor on the 
corner of Green Street and Provost Street in close proximity to the DKN site. During the month of June 
2024 some daily readings reached AQI levels between 100-500, the highest and worst levels. (see 
attachment) 



 

 

 
Where as, Noise levels next to DKN’s operation have reached 100 decibels, 15 units higher than OSHA 
damage trigger levels. 
 
Where as, Broadway Stages, located at 259 Green Street across the street from DKN, had to cease TV and 
film production operations at this facility, due to extreme noise levels produced by DKN. 
 
Where as, Pulverization of concrete blocks at DKN causes severe vibrations. Cracks in the building at 252 
Green Street have formed since DKN began operations next door. 
 
Where as, DKN is operating with an expired construction permit. 
 
Where as, DKN has erected a construction fence to the curb preventing pedestrian right-of-way. This is 
illegal. (DKN has paid a fine, but has not removed the fence). 
 
Where as, Barriers placed in the street to support concrete pumping in the street prevent pedestrian right-
of-way. This is illegal. 
 
Where as, DKN has violated their Certificate of Occupancy (fine paid, but continues to operate without a 
proper COO). 
 
Where as, This concrete mixing facility, especially one operated by a bad actor, is not compatible with the 
rapid residential building development that has and is occurring as a result of the 2005 Greenpoint-
Williamsburg rezoning, and existing residential units, commercial and light manufacturing business that 
operate in close proximity. 
 
Where as, DKN has had to close 2 previous mixing operations in Dutch Kills and Maspeth Queens due to 
illegal concrete dumping into the waterways and other violations. 
 
THEREFORE, is it RESOLVED, Brooklyn Community Board #1, citing the severe adverse conditions 
being created by DKN’s concrete operation at 270 Green Street, Brooklyn, NY and subsequent violations 
they have incurred for their operations, respectfully demand Commissioner Mahar revoke DKN’s permit 
to operate a concrete mixing facility at this location. 
 
Please see the attached supporting documents. 
 
 

Working for a Safer Williamsburg and Greenpoint. 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

                                                                                                 Dealice Fuller 
         Chairperson 



NYC Department of Buildings

OATH/ECB Violation Details
 
Click here for more information about Severity, Violation and Hearing Statuses
 
Premises: 81 PROVOST STREET BROOKLYN Filed At: 270 GREEN STREET , BROOKLYN , NY 11222
BIN: 3064222    Block: 2524    Lot: 24 Community Board: 301

OATH/ECB Violation Summary VIOLATION RESOLVED
OATH/ECB Violation Number:  35652622X
View Image of Summons/Notice at OATH
Severity: CLASS - 1 Certification Status: CERTIFICATE ACCEPTED
Penalty Balance Due:  $0.00 Hearing Status: ADMIT/IN-VIO

Respondent Information
Name: DKN READY MIX LLC
Mailing Address: 362 MASPETH AVENUE , BKLN , NY 11211
License/Registration/Tracking Number: GC604193

Violation Details
Violation Date: 05/24/2022 Violation Type: CONSTRUCTION
Served Date: 05/24/2022 Inspection Unit: CONSTRUCTION SAFETY COMPLIANCE

Infraction Codes Section of Law Standard Description
106 27-MISC, 28-MISC, BC -MISC MISCELLANEOUS VIOLATIONS

Specific Violation Condition(s) and Remedy:
BC3307.2 FAILURE TO COMPLY W/DOT REGULATIONS-NO PED WALKWAY PROVIDEDAT EXP.#1 & 3.NOTE:AT TIME OF
INSPECTION AN OPEN ACTIVE SITE OBSERVEDAT EXP.#1 & 3 BLOCK THE SIDEWALK W/FENCE & NOT PROVIDED
WALKWAY FOR PU

Issuing Inspector ID: 3341 DOB Violation Number:
05242022CC01MH03

Issued as Aggravated Level:   NO

Dept. of Buildings Compliance History and Events
Certification Status: CERTIFICATE ACCEPTED Compliance On: 05/27/2022
Certification Submission Date: 05/27/2022

A Certificate of Correction must be submitted to the Administrative Enforcement Unit (AEU) for all violations. A violation that is not
dismissed by OATH/ECB will continue to remain ACTIVE or "open" on DOB records until acceptable proof is submitted to the AEU,
even if you have paid the penalty imposed by OATH/ECB.

OATH/ECB Hearing Information
Scheduled Hearing Date/Time:   11/16/2022  8:30 Hearing Status: ADMIT/IN-VIO

OATH/ECB Penalty Information
Penalty Imposed: $2,500.00
Adjustments: $0.00 Amount Paid: $2,500.00
Penalty Balance Due: $0.00

12/5/24, 11:28 AM OATH/ECB Violation Details
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https://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/LicenseQueryServlet?licensetype=GC&licno=604193&requestid=3


If you have any questions please review these Frequently Asked Questions, the Glossary, or call the 311 Citizen Service Center by
dialing 311 or (212) NEW YORK outside of New York City.
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NYC Department of Buildings

OATH/ECB Violation Details
 
Click here for more information about Severity, Violation and Hearing Statuses
 
Premises: 81 PROVOST STREET BROOKLYN Filed At: 270 GREEN STREET , BROOKLYN , NY 11222
BIN: 3064222    Block: 2524    Lot: 24 Community Board: 301

OATH/ECB Violation Summary VIOLATION RESOLVED
OATH/ECB Violation Number:  35652622X
View Image of Summons/Notice at OATH
Severity: CLASS - 1 Certification Status: CERTIFICATE ACCEPTED
Penalty Balance Due:  $0.00 Hearing Status: ADMIT/IN-VIO

Respondent Information
Name: DKN READY MIX LLC
Mailing Address: 362 MASPETH AVENUE , BKLN , NY 11211
License/Registration/Tracking Number: GC604193

Violation Details
Violation Date: 05/24/2022 Violation Type: CONSTRUCTION
Served Date: 05/24/2022 Inspection Unit: CONSTRUCTION SAFETY COMPLIANCE

Infraction Codes Section of Law Standard Description
106 27-MISC, 28-MISC, BC -MISC MISCELLANEOUS VIOLATIONS

Specific Violation Condition(s) and Remedy:
BC3307.2 FAILURE TO COMPLY W/DOT REGULATIONS-NO PED WALKWAY PROVIDEDAT EXP.#1 & 3.NOTE:AT TIME OF
INSPECTION AN OPEN ACTIVE SITE OBSERVEDAT EXP.#1 & 3 BLOCK THE SIDEWALK W/FENCE & NOT PROVIDED
WALKWAY FOR PU

Issuing Inspector ID: 3341 DOB Violation Number:
05242022CC01MH03

Issued as Aggravated Level:   NO

Dept. of Buildings Compliance History and Events
Certification Status: CERTIFICATE ACCEPTED Compliance On: 05/27/2022
Certification Submission Date: 05/27/2022

A Certificate of Correction must be submitted to the Administrative Enforcement Unit (AEU) for all violations. A violation that is not
dismissed by OATH/ECB will continue to remain ACTIVE or "open" on DOB records until acceptable proof is submitted to the AEU,
even if you have paid the penalty imposed by OATH/ECB.

OATH/ECB Hearing Information
Scheduled Hearing Date/Time:   11/16/2022  8:30 Hearing Status: ADMIT/IN-VIO

OATH/ECB Penalty Information
Penalty Imposed: $2,500.00
Adjustments: $0.00 Amount Paid: $2,500.00
Penalty Balance Due: $0.00

12/5/24, 11:29 AM OATH/ECB Violation Details
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If you have any questions please review these Frequently Asked Questions, the Glossary, or call the 311 Citizen Service Center by
dialing 311 or (212) NEW YORK outside of New York City.
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NYC Department of Buildings

OATH/ECB Violation Details
 
Click here for more information about Severity, Violation and Hearing Statuses
 
Premises: 81 PROVOST STREET BROOKLYN Filed At: 270 GREEN STREET , BROOKLYN , NY 11222
BIN: 3064222    Block: 2524    Lot: 24 Community Board: 301

OATH/ECB Violation Summary VIOLATION OPEN
OATH/ECB Violation Number:  39115004K
View Image of Summons/Notice at OATH
Severity: CLASS - 2 Certification Status: NO COMPLIANCE RECORDED
Penalty Balance Due:  $0.00 Hearing Status: STIPULATION/IN-VIO

Respondent Information
Name: LVC HERKIMER LLC
Mailing Address: 275 MADISON AVENUE , NEW YORK , NY 10016

Violation Details
Violation Date: 05/22/2024 Violation Type: CONSTRUCTION
Served Date: 05/22/2024 Inspection Unit: EXECUTIVE INSPECTIONS

Infraction Codes Section of Law Standard Description

203 28-118.3.2
OCCUPANCY CONTRARY TO THAT ALLOWED BY THE
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY OR BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT
RECORDS

Specific Violation Condition(s) and Remedy:
FOR OCCUPANCY CONTRARY TO THAT ALLOWED BY THE CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY OR BUILDINGS
DEPARTMENT RECORDS. AT TIME OF INSPECTION OBSERVED CEMENT CONCRETE MIXING DKN READY MIX
BUSINESS IN OPERATION AT THE SUBJECT L
Issuing Inspector ID: 3226 DOB Violation Number:
Issued as Aggravated Level:   NO

Dept. of Buildings Compliance History and Events
Certification Status: NO COMPLIANCE RECORDED Compliance On:
Stipulated Compliance Due Date: 10/21/2024

A Certificate of Correction must be submitted to the Administrative Enforcement Unit (AEU) for all violations. A violation that is not
dismissed by OATH/ECB will continue to remain ACTIVE or "open" on DOB records until acceptable proof is submitted to the AEU,
even if you have paid the penalty imposed by OATH/ECB.

OATH/ECB Hearing Information
Scheduled Hearing Date/Time:   08/07/2024  8:30 Hearing Status: STIPULATION/IN-VIO

OATH/ECB Penalty Information
Penalty Imposed: $620.00
Adjustments: $0.00 Amount Paid: $620.00
Penalty Balance Due: $0.00

12/5/24, 11:31 AM OATH/ECB Violation Details
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If you have any questions please review these Frequently Asked Questions, the Glossary, or call the 311 Citizen Service Center by
dialing 311 or (212) NEW YORK outside of New York City.
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December 18, 2024 

RE: NYS DEC Community Air Monitoring Initiative Mitigation Ideas 

Dear Ms. Tauber: 

On December 10, 2024, Brooklyn Community Board #1, by a vote of 32 "YES"; 0 "NO"; 

1 "ABS", approved the submission of the following suggestions for mitigating air pollution as a 
part of NYS DEC Community Air Monitoring Initiative, for the Brooklyn Community Advisory 

Group's mitigation ideas table: 

1. Agency enforcement of dust control at commercial and industrial operations ( e.g. waste

transfer, recycling/scrap metal, concrete mixing)

2. Install/upgrade power conduit infrastructure in IBZ's (e.g. North Brooklyn adjacent to the

BQE and the Kosciuszko Bridge), to eliminate the need for gas and diesel powered

generators.

3. Build the BQ Green Project, cap the BQE trench between S 3rd Street and S 5th Street to

create a public green space and park.

4. Full delivery of street cleaning service in industrial areas, to help alleviate dust pollution

sources in the streets.





December 10, 2024 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

TO: Chairperson Dealice Fuller 
and CB #1 Board Members 
FROM: Mr. Eric Bruzaitis, Committee Chair 
RE: Committee Report for Thursday, November 21, 2024

The Transportation Committee met Thursday, November 21, 2024 (CALLED TO ORDER: 6:42 PM; 
ADJOURNED: 8:57 PM) at Swinging Sixties Senior Center, 211 Ainslie Street, Brooklyn. 
A quorum was not met. 

ATTENDANCE: 

Present: Bruzaitis; Kelterborn; Drinkwater; Espinal; Goldstein; Vega; *Breitner;  
Absent:   Argento; Costa; Itzkowitz; Klagsbald; Kaminski; Pferd; Talati; Weiser; *Radesky. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 AGENDA 

1. STREET CO-NAMING TO BE LOCATED BETWEEN SOUTH 4TH STREET AND
HOOPER STREET IN HONOR OF AUGIE AYALA JR: 

The committee heard a presentation from Ms. Lucia Fernandez and other family members of 
Augie Ayala, a longtime community resident who made a deep and lasting impact on his neighborhood. 
A petition with many signatures was presented for the record. Chair Bruzaitis spoke in support of the 
co-naming and relayed the support from Councilmember Gutierrez.  

MOTION: COMMUNITY BOARD 1 TO DRAFT A LETTER TO COUNCILMEMBER 
JENNIFER GUTIERREZ IN SUPPORT OF THE CO-NAMING OF THE CORNER OF 
SOUTH 4TH STREET AND HOOPER STREET IN HONOR OF MR. AUGUSTINE “AUGIE” 
AYALA JR. (MR. VEGA) 
SECOND: MS. DRINKWATER. 
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT OBJECTIONS OR ABSTENTIONS, ONE PUBLIC CMTE 
MEMBER. 

2. PRESENTATION: Informal discussion on how we might be able to collaborate on
pedestrian-level improvements around the Pre-ULURP 19 Maspeth Avenue (Block 2893,
Lot 1 & 59) project site, a small, approximately 3000 square foot triangular-shaped
property, bounded on all sides by streets: Woodpoint Road to the west, Maspeth Avenue to
the South & Conselyea Street to the north. NOTE: Item is not yet certified with DCP.



Benjamin Stark,  Herschen Singer & Epstein LLP 
 
 Presentation and informal discussion about public realm opportunities at the 19 Maspeth 
development site and around Memorial Gore : 
 
 Benjamin Stark, Land Use Counsel at Hirschen Singer & Epstein LLP presented plans for a new 
6-story residential building at 19 Maspeth Avenue. On behalf of Friends of Cooper Park, Paul 
Kelterborn presented a proposal for street safety improvements around Memorial Gore.  
 The committee engaged in a discussion about the need for street safety measures in this area 
and how the public realm could be improved. Chair Bruzaitis expressed support for the proposal, as did 
committee members Ms. Breitner, Mr. Vega, and Ms. Drinkwater.  
 Boardmember Meryl LaBorde expressed support for the idea but wanted to be sure that the bus 
route would not be negatively impacted. Chair Bruzaitis made it clear that any street redesign would 
certainly require review by and engagement with the MTA. Aaron Koen, co-owner of Easy Lover, a bar 
that faces Memorial Gore expressed strong support for the efforts of the Friends of Cooper Park 
coalition. 
 Mr. Vega noted that this area has been under discussion at GREC meetings around Cooper 
Commons development and are on-going. 
 Mr. Kevin La Chera noted that “Crash Map” data supports a redesign at this location. 
 Several committee members noted that this is a travel path for students of both PS 132 & 
Progress High School which should make a review of this area by DOT appropriate.  
 

3. REQUEST FOR LETTER OF NO OBJECTION FOR 184 BEDFORD AVENUE:  
“DOT for the last couple of weeks and they have agreed to allow our team to perform a 
one day, 7-hour crane operation on Sunday, December 15th. This operation will require a 
road closure of the section of the section of Bedford Avenue between North 6 and North 7 
Street from 8am to 3pm.” The project owners will provide 5 certified flaggers and 3 NYPD 
Traffic agents for the duration of the operation, as requested by DOT. 

 
 David Pond made a request for weekend work and a street closure for the ongoing construction 
at 184 Bedford Avenue. Chair Bruzaitis informed the applicant that the board has a longstanding 
embargo against weekend work and so would not be able to grant his request. Ms Drinkwater and 
others on the committee expressed an interest in reevaluating these types of requests, given the deep 
housing crisis and the need for rapid construction of more units. The committee agreed that this issue 
should be raised with the Land Use Committee for further discussion.   
 

4. REQUESTING A LETTER OF NO OBJECTION FOR LOCATION CHANGE FOR 
A&S LIMOUSINE SERVICE (B02103). 

 
 Chair Bruzaitis asked if there was anyone to speak on behalf of this item. There wasn’t. No one 
on the committee had any objections.  
 
MOTION: COMMUNITY BOARD 1 TO DRAFT A LETTER OF NO OBJECTION TO TLC 
REGARDING LOCATION CHANGE FOR A&S LIMOUSINE SERVIE (B02103).  (MS. 
ESPINAL) 
SECOND: MR. KELTERBORN. 
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT OBJECTIONS OR ABSTENTIONS, WITH ONE PUBLIC 
CMTE MEMBER. 
 



5. DISCUSSION: Expansion of Sammy's Law & Redlight Camera Locations. 
 
 Mr. Kelterborn presented some background information about Sammy’s Law and led the 
committee into a discussion about whether the board should request that all of CB1 be designated a 
“Regional Slow Zone” which would reduce the speed limit on nearly all the streets in the district to 20 
MPH. The DOT has announced that a slow zone will be designated in each borough, except Staten 
Island. Committee members generally agreed that given the large population of children and seniors in 
CB1 as well as the presence of numerous schools, reduced speed limits would be appropriate and 
welcome.  
 
MOTION: COMMUNITY BOARD 1 TO DRAFT A LETTER TO NYC DOT 
RECOMMENDING THE AGENCY CONSIDER COMMUNITY DISTRICT 1 AS A 
“REGIONAL SLOW ZONE” (MR. KELTERBORN) 
SECOND: MS. BREITNER. 
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT OBJECTIONS OR ABSTENTIONS, WITH ONE NON-BOARD 
MEMBER, WITH ONE PUBLIC CMTE MEMBER 
 
Mr. Bruzaitis advised the committee that a discussion of Red Light Camera locations would be taken 
up in January.  
 

6. DISCUSSION:  Intersection Daylighting Locations. 
 
 The committee reviewed a Google map of recommended locations for intersection daylighting. 
The committee agreed that a productive next step would be to circulate the map and the request form to 
all board members so that they can provide input on additional suggested locations. These locations 
will be discussed and submitted for recommendation to the DOT at a future meeting. 
 

7.. Old Business 
 
 Ms. Breitner reported that per DOT the installation of a new crosswalk is planned before the 
end of the year across Bedford, at the Automotive High School. This crosswalk was requested by the 
board because it connects two intensively used sections of McCarren Park.  
 
 Ms. Breitner presented a status update on the reconfiguration of McGuinness Avenue 
 

7. New Business 
 
Chair Bruzaitis presented 2025 meeting dates as follows: 
January 23;  February 27;  March 27;  April 30;  May 22;  June 17 (Dedicated to District Needs); 
July/August No Meeting;  September 18;  October 20;  November 13;  December 3;  January 6 (2026) 
 
 Ms. Breitner asked if there was any update on Commercial Street as well as the 
Metropolitan/Grand/Morgan redesign. No one present had any updated information.  
 DOT is still saying sometime in 2025. 
 
 Boardmember Bella Sabel asked for improvements to the B44 bus. She expressed a need for 
more frequent service as well as for a bus shelter at Bedford/Flushing and restoration of a stop at 
Roebling/South 8th. Chair Bruzaitis offered to reach out to the MTA representative to discuss.  
 



 It was noted that a walkthrough is planned on 11/26 with Councilmember Gutierrez at 
Scott/Flushing, the site of a motorcyclist fatality.  
 
 Mr. Kevin LaCherra asked if there was a list of DOT plaza locations which are set to receive 
capital buildouts. Chair Bruzaitis said he would find out.  
 
 

Adjournment. Meeting was adjourned at 8:57 PM.   



M O T I O N S 
 

MOTION: COMMUNITY BOARD 1 TO DRAFT A LETTER TO COUNCILMEMBER 
JENNIFER GUTIERREZ IN SUPPORT OF THE CO-NAMING OF THE CORNER OF 
SOUTH 4TH STREET AND HOOPER STREET IN HONOR OF MR. AUGUSTINE “AUGIE” 
AYALA JR. (MR. VEGA) 
SECOND: MS. DRINKWATER. 
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT OBJECTIONS OR ABSTENTIONS, WITH ONE NON-BOARD 
MEMBER. 
 
MOTION: COMMUNITY BOARD 1 TO DRAFT A LETTER OF NO OBJECTION TO TLC 
REGARDING LOCATION CHANGE FOR A&S LIMOUSINE SERVIE (B02103).  (MS. 
ESPINAL) 
SECOND: MR. KELTERBORN. 
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT OBJECTIONS OR ABSTENTIONS, WITH ONE NON-BOARD 
MEMBER. 
 
MOTION: COMMUNITY BOARD 1 TO DRAFT A LETTER TO NYC DOT 
RECOMMENDING THE AGENCY CONSIDER COMMUNITY DISTRICT 1 AS A 
“REGIONAL SLOW ZONE” (MR. KELTERBORN) 
SECOND: MS. BREITNER. 
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT OBJECTIONS OR ABSTENTIONS, WITH ONE NON-BOARD 
MEMBER. 
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December 12, 2024 

Commissioner David Do 
NYC TLC 

33 Beaver Street 
New York, New York 10004 

Dear Commissioner Do:

At the regular meeting of Brooklyn Community Board No. 1, held the evening of December 

10, 2024, the Board Members received a report from the Transportation Committee (report is 

attached). Please be advised that the Board Members voted to support sending this letter. 

Brooklyn Community Board No. 1 supports the location change of A & S Limousine 
Service License # B02103 from 712 Broadway, 2nd Floor Brooklyn, New York 11206 to 687 
Broadway, 2nd Floor Brooklyn, New York 11206.

The vote was as follows: 32 "YES"; 0 "NO"; 0 ABSTENTIONS 

Working for a Better Williamsburg-Greenpoint. 

5:W� 
Dealice Fuller 
Chairperson 
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December 10, 2024 
  

COMMITTEE REPORT  

By Laws, Attendance Procedures (Parliamentary), Service Delivery Committee.  

TO:   Chairperson Dealice Fuller and CB1 Board Members  

FROM:   Mr. Austin Pferd, Committee Chair 
   Ms. Sonia Iglesias, Committee Co-Chair 
    
RE:   By Laws Committee Report of November 19, 2024  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Committee met on the evening of November 19, 2024, at 6:30 PM at CB1 District office, 435 
Graham Ave. (Corner of Frost St), Brooklyn, NY. 11211  
  
Present: Pferd (Chair); Chesler; Espinal; Klagsbald; Peterson. 
Absent:  Iglesias (Co-Chair); Goldstein; Heimlich; Mrowiec. 
 

(A quorum was not achieved) 

This meeting did not constitute a quorum at the time of the only motion made and voted upon. 
 
Also attended: 
 

• Lloyd Feng, Meryl Laborde, and William Vega, non-committee members.  
• Johana Pulgarin was present in her capacity as District Manager. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 
 

The meeting was convened to evaluate current bylaws and re-examine hybrid meeting potential. 

The published agenda included three items: 

1. Update published bylaws for accessibility 

2. Hybrid Meeting Reassessment 

3. Bylaws Wishlist Discussion 
 

December 8th, 2024 

 

The following documents, discussed at the Committee meeting, are attached to this report: 

• Current CB1 Bylaws (Exhibit A) 

• Digitized and formatted CB1 bylaws (Exhibit B) 

• September 12, 2023 By-Laws Committee Report (Exhibit C) 
 
 

MEETING 

Comparison was made between printed copies of the current bylaws and formatted and digitized 
for accessibility bylaws and committee members confirmed exact text match.  

  

Motion to Approve Update published bylaws for accessibility. 

By Steve Chesler 

Second by Rosemary Espinal 

 

Yes Votes 4 

 

Motion Carried 

 

 

We discussed hybrid meetings. 



 

 
 

Johana Pulgarin: Contractors to provide services for hybrid meetings are expensive. The Board is 
working on a letter with Mr. Chesler to engage Borough President Antonio Reynoso. 

William Vega: Money to run hybrid meetings is the problem 

Jan Peterson: The world is changing. 

Rosemary Espinal: We shouldn’t fall behind other community boards. 

Steve Chesler: Quorum is not enforced for committees (speaking to the concerns that hybrid 
meeting would jeopardize quorum). 

Meryl Laborde: Hybrid meetings would boost community participation. 

William Vega: Pointed out that only board members can request the hybrid arrangement. 

Committee sentiment was that there is interest in establishing hybrid meetings for committee 
meetings only at this time as the impact to quorum would not affect board activity, provided that 
the financial and technical demands of hybrid meetings can be met. 

Discussion switched to a wider ranging discussion of community board structure and process, 
with the following considered: 

● How can we protect the board’s finances from the accruals of employees and is it even 
legal to put policy in place to limit this risk? 

● Issues related to Elections in the bylaws were raised as current practices are not in 
compliance. Elections shall be conducted by electronic voting and held during a scheduled 

meeting of the board designated for elections. Each present member shall cast a vote for a 

declared candidate by use of voice vote (viva voce). At the most recent election, votes were 
handwritten on paper ballots.  

● Requirements written into the bylaws for committee attendance and quorum. The current 
bylaws have clearly defined requirements for full board meeting attendance and do not 
address committee attendance.  

● Other details of attendance, such as changing the measured absence period from calendar 
year to 12 months, board members not staying for the full meeting, combining committee 
and full board attendance requirements. 

● The exclusive power of the Board Chair with regards to committee assignment was 
discussed, with suggestions to empower the executive board, committee chairs or full board 
to add or remove members. 

● Individual committee autonomy to conduct their affairs (especially in regard to choosing 
their meeting location) was discussed. 

● Alternatives to Roberts Rules of Order, with consensus building models proposed as a 
possible alternative. 

● Requiring new members to introduce themselves and other ways to integrate newer 
members. 

 























 

 

I. Officers 
II. Executive Committee 
III. Meeting 
IV. Quorum 
V. Election of Officers 
VI. Committee Membership 
VII. Declaration of Vacancy and Attendance Committee 
VIII. Amendments 
IX. Robert’s Rules of Order 
X. Voting 
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BY-LAWS OF COMMUNITY BOARD 
NO. 1 BROOKLYN 

I. Officers 

A. The officers of the board shall be: 

Chairperson, First Vice Chairperson, Second Vice Chairperson, Third Vice Chairperson, 

Financial Secretary, Recording Secretary, and Member-at-Large. 
B. The duties of the officers shall be as follows: 

1. Chairperson 

a. The Chairperson shall be the chief executive officer of the board and shall 

be responsible for the overall conduct of the affairs of the board. 

b. Call and preside at all regular and public hearing meetings and special 

meetings of the board.  

c. Appoint and remove the Chairperson and members of all standing and 

special committees unless otherwise specified in these by-laws. 

d. Carry out the duties and serve on all committees and boards as prescribed 

by the city charter. 

e. Prepare an annual report at the end of each calendar year for the board, 

borough president, and city council members from the community district. 
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f. Responsible, along with the financial secretary, for the administration of 

funds obtained from sources outside of the city government. 

2. First Vice Chairperson 

a. Shall assist the Chairperson in carrying out the duties of the chair. 

b. Shall serve in the place of the chairperson when there is a vacancy in the 

office of Chairperson, or when the Chairperson is unable to perform 

his/her duties.  

c. Chair the committee on service delivery coordination which shall make 

regular monthly reports to the board on the work of the district manager, 

local district service cabinet and local service agencies. 

d. May attend all district service cabinet meetings and shall assist the 

Chairperson of the board in working with the district manager and the 

district service cabinet. 

e. Serve as an ex-officio member of all committees.  

3. Second Vice Chairperson 

a. Shall preside at meetings in the absence of the Chairperson and the First 

Vice Chairperson. 

b. Chair the committee on uniform land use review procedures (ULURP) 

which shall be responsible for advising the Chairperson and the board of 

all actions necessary for the board to comply with the terms of the Uniform 

Land Use Review Procedure as to notification, calendaring of items, and 

holding public hearings.  

c. Shall be responsible for the carrying out of procedures adopted by the 

board for the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP).  

d. Prepare reports for submission to appropriate city agencies on actions 

taken by the board under ULURP. 

e. Together with the Third Vice Chairperson, conduct the board’s annual 

public hearing on the citywide statement of need and submit joint 

recommendations to the board.  

f. Perform such other duties concerning ULURP as the board or Chairperson 

direct. 

4. Third Vice Chairperson 

a. Shall preside at meetings in the absence of the chair, and the First and 

Second Vice Chairperson. 

b. Chair the committee on the expense, capital and community development 

budgets and be responsible for advising the Chairperson and the board of 

all actions necessary to comply with the requirements of the city and 

federal agencies relative to the preparation, approval and implementation 
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of the expense, capital and community development budget including 

holding of public hearings, notification and calendaring. 

c. Shall prepare the reports for the board’s approval on the expense, capital 

and community development budgets as the Chairperson or the board 

may direct for submission to the appropriate city agencies. 

d. Together with the Second Vice Chairperson, conduct the board’s annual 

public hearing on the citywide statement of need and submit joint 

recommendations to the board. 

e. Perform such other duties concerning capital projects, expense items and 

community development as the board and Chair deem appropriate. 

5. Financial Secretary 

a. Shall be responsible for keeping a financial report for the board and for 

submitting monthly financial reports in writing to the board.  

b. Shall chair the budget committee which shall prepare the budget for 

submission to the board for approval. 

c. Make recommendations to the board for appropriate action or comments 

by the board.  

d. Shall along with the Chairperson, be the person designated by the board 

for the administration of accounts of funds obtained from sources outside 

city government. 

6. Recording Secretary 

a. Shall be responsible for keeping a clear, accurate and timely record of the 

proceedings of the board.  

b. Shall take minutes of all meetings of the board which reflect the substance 

of discussion of board members along with the positions taken on each 

item; prepare the invites for inclusion in the notice of the meeting at which 

they are to be approved; ensure that amendments to the minutes are 

reflected in the original minutes.  

c. Shall keep an up to date file on minutes on record in the board’s office. 

7. Member at Large 

II. Executive Committee 

A. There shall be an executive committee which shall consist of the officers of the board as 

specified in the by-laws and one member elected at large which, will meet before each 

regular monthly meeting of the board to prepare an agenda for the regular board meeting 

and the public hearing meeting for each month. 
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B. In case of the necessity for board action before a meeting can be held, the executive 

committee may meet and act on behalf of the board provided that such actions shall be 

subject to ratification by the board at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 

III. Meeting 

A. There shall be ten (10) scheduled meetings of the board in each calendar year. All 

meetings shall be opened by the chairperson at the appointed time indicated in the 

notice. 

1. Regular meetings shall be held each month (10). 

2. Public hearing meetings shall be held each month and combined with the regular 

meeting. If the board finds need to schedule a separate hearing date it shall do so 

by a majority vote.  

3. The executive committee shall establish a calendar of the dates for the ten (10) 

required meetings and public hearing meetings of the board, that would be held 

for the following year, for the board’s approval at the regular December meeting. 

Once the calendar has been approved, a majority of the board shall be required 

to alter any date on the calendar. Once approved, the calendar shall be furnished 

in writing to each member of the board.  

4. Notice of each individual meeting stating the date, time, place and agenda shall 

be furnished to each member of the board at least five days prior to each meeting. 

5. Special meetings may be called by the executive committee or upon the request 

of ten members of the board.  

6. When no substantial business is scheduled to be calendared for a public hearing 

meeting by the date of the most recent regular monthly meeting, the board can, 

by two-thirds vote, cancel the meeting.  

7. At each public hearing meeting, time shall be set aside for a public session, during 

which time public remarks shall be received from the general public. Public 

remarks submitted at public sessions shall be limited to three minutes per speaker 

and may be extended by the chair. In addition, the Chairperson shall be authorized 

to impose such additional reasonable limitations upon the receipt of public 

session testimony, such as limiting the number of persons recognized to speak on 

a particular item or limiting the time allocated to discuss a specific topic, in order 

to ensure that sufficient time is allocated to stated public hearing agenda items 

and that the board can conclude the public hearing at a reasonable hour. 
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IV. Quorum 

A quorum shall consist of a majority of the appointed members and shall be necessary to conduct 

business, except for public hearings conducted under the ULURP, when a quorum consisting of 

20% of the appointed members of the board, but in no event fewer than seven such members, 

shall be required.  

V. Election of Officers 

A. Pre-Nomination procedures 

1. At the regular April meeting of each year the Chairperson shall designate an 

elections committee composed of five members. 

2. Prior to the May meeting, the elections committee shall canvass the board 

members by letter or phone to advise them of procedures to be followed for the 

election. 

3. At the regular May meeting, the elections committee shall make a report to the 

board. 

B. Nominations 

1. At the regular May meeting, nominations from the floor will be entertained. With 

the exception of the regular May 2020 meeting where instead at the December 

2020 regular meeting, nominations from the floor will be entertained. All 

nominations from the floor must be made at the May meeting only with the 

exception of the regular May 2020 meeting where instead all nominations from 

the floor must be made at the December 2020 meeting only. A member may 

nominate any valid member of the board, including himself or herself. 

Nominations will be closed by vote at the May meeting with the exception of the 

regular May 2020 meeting where instead nominations will be closed by a vote at 

the December 2020 meeting.  

2. A member need not be present to be nominated.  

3. Nominations need not be seconded.  

4. A board member, who has been nominated, may decline the nomination at the 

regular May meeting, or in writing to the elections committee at least 10 days 

prior to the election. (With the exception of the regular May 2020 meeting where 

instead of a board member, who has been nominated, may decline the 

nomination at the December 2020 regular meeting, or in writing to the elections 

committee at least 10 days prior to the election). Unless a formal declaration of 

nomination is made in the aforementioned manner, the name of any person 

nominated at the regular May meeting will appear on the ballot. (With the 
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exception of the regular May 2020 meeting where instead unless a formal 

declaration of nomination is made in the aforementioned manner, the name of 

any person nominated at the December 2020 regular meeting will appear on the 

ballot). 

C. Elections 

1. The persons serving on the elections committee will assist the Chair in the conduct 

of the elections. 

2. The election will be held at the regular meeting of the board in June with the 

exception of June 2020 where instead the election would be held at the regular 

meeting of the board in January 2021.  

3. Time should be set aside at the June meeting (with the exception of June 2020 

where instead time should be set aside at the January 2021 meeting) prior to the 

election for candidates who choose to address the board. (Remarks are to be 

limited to 5 minutes.) Any interested candidate should contact the elections 

committee in writing at least 20 days prior to the June board meeting to inform 

them of the candidate’s intention to address the board (with the exception of June 

2020 where instead interested candidates should contact the elections committee 

in writing at least 20 days prior to the January 2021 board meeting to inform them 

of the candidate’s intention to address the board.) 

4. The notice of the regular June meeting shall contain in addition to the date, time 

and place of the meetings, a list of offices and nominees for each office to be 

elected (with the exception of June 2020 where instead the notice of the regular 

January 2021 meeting shall contain in addition to the date, time and place of the 

meetings, a list of offices and nominees for each office to be elected). 

5. Elections shall be conducted by electronic voting and held during a scheduled 

meeting of the board designated for elections. Each present member shall cast a 

vote for a declared candidate by use of voice vote (viva voce). 

6. In order to be elected, a candidate must receive a majority of the votes cast. If no 

candidate receives a majority on the first ballot, the two leading vote getters shall 

oppose each other on a second, run-off, ballot. 

7. The elections committee shall prepare the official ballot for use at the June 

meeting with the exception of Jun 2020 where instead the elections will be held 

by voice vote (vive voce) at the January 2021 meeting) that ballot shall not be 

distributed prior to the June meeting (with the exception of the June 2020 where 

instead the elections will be held by voice vote [vive voce)] at the January 2021 

meeting). That ballot shall not be distributed prior to the June meeting. Names 

shall appear on the ballot in alphabetical order by office. 
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8. The District Manager or Assistant District Manager shall tabulate the votes cast at 

these elections and provide the results to the board. The committee shall also 

prepare the official report of these elections that shall indicate the votes cast by 

each member. This report shall be part of the official record and be attached to 

the minutes of the board’s June meeting (with the exception of the June 2020 

meeting where instead this report shall be part of the official record and be 

attached to the minutes of the board’s January 2021 meeting). 

9. The terms of all officers elected at the board’s election meeting shall commence 

on July 1st of that year, and expire on June 30th of the following year.  

10. Special election(s)--in the event of an “in term” vacancy. A special election would 

be called with nominations and then a special election to be held at the next 

available meeting of the full board following nominations.  

VI. Committee Membership 

A. In addition to these committees outlined in the by-laws, the Chairperson or the board 

may establish whatever committees are deemed necessary to carry out the functions of 

the board. 

B. Membership on committees shall be open to any residents of community district no. 1; 

however, the Chairperson of each committee must be a member of the board.  

C. Each member shall be assigned to at least one committee and shall take an active part in 

its work. 

D. Non-board members of the committees may vote in committee, but the committee 

Chairperson shall report the vote of board members and non-board members separately, 

along with the complete tally. Minority reports must be presented on the floor by a board 

member.  

E. Each standing committee of the board shall meet, at a minimum, four times a year, 

preferable at least once during each quarter.  

F. By the date of the board’s December meeting each committee chairperson shall submit 

a projected committee schedule for the upcoming year to the board Chairperson. These 

submissions will be reviewed by the executive committee, which shall establish a 

comprehensive projected committee calendar. This will be mailed to each board member 

by December 31st and distributed at the January board meeting.  

G. A monthly calendar of all scheduled board and committee meetings including public 

hearings, shall be compiled by the District Manager and mailed to each board member 

prior to the first of each calendar month. All meetings specified in the calendar shall be 

conducted, unless specifically canceled or rescheduled by the appropriate committee 

Chairperson. Notice of all such changes shall be sent to each board member and affected 
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committee members. In addition, meeting notices and agenda of each scheduled 

committee meeting shall be sent by the district office to each committee member at least 

five days prior to the scheduled meeting date.  

VII. Declaration of Vacancy and Attendance Committee 

A. Since a quorum is necessary to do business, diligent attendance at meetings is a prerequisite to 

continued membership on the board. Since the City Charter permits the board to remove 

members, the following procedures for removal due to excessive absences shall be followed. 

1. When a member fails to attend 5 of the combined regular/public hearings required by 

these by-laws during the course of the calendar year, they shall be subject to removal 

proceedings.  

2. There shall be an elected attendance committee of three members.  

3. The attendance committee shall keep a record of the attendance of each member of the 

board at all regular and public hearing meetings. In order to assist this effort, all attending 

members shall be required to sign a sign-in sheet at each meeting in order to document 

their presence.  

 

All members, who do not sign this sheet before the adjournment of the meeting shall be 

listed as absent by the attendance committee, unless they can independently verify their 

presence to the committee’s satisfaction. Any member, who knowingly participates in a 

forgery involving the sign-in sheet shall be subject to disciplinary procedures. The penalty 

for knowingly participating in such action shall be removal from this board.  

4. Members who cannot be in attendance because they are on official board business 

elsewhere shall be deemed to be present. Absences due to death, illness, a family 

emergency, or for some other reasonable type of explanation are excusable if approved 

by the executive committee or, in the case of committee meetings, by a majority of the 

board members present at the meeting. The attendance committee shall monitor such 

absences. Members must notify the board’s office prior to the meeting.  

5. The attendance committee shall notify a board member, who has been absent from four 

meetings in writing, by phone or in person within five days of the last absence. The 

notification shall inform the member that one additional absence will be grounds for 

removal from the board. Such notice shall also consist of a record of the attendance of 

the member and notification of the next meeting date and place.  

6. The attendance committee shall meet with the board member when the board member 

accumulates 5 absences. At that meeting the member shall be informed of their 

attendance record and be provided with an opportunity to provide any justifications 

and/or excuses for said absences. After having heard the member’s response, the 

committee will then vote on whether or not to recommend the member’s removal. 

Should the committee recommend the member’s removal, the attendance committee 

shall report said recommendation to the board at its next meeting, at which the board 
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shall determine by majority vote whether or not to accept the recommendation to 

remove the member.  

7. Notice of declaration of vacancy, along with copies of all related materials, shall be sent 

to the borough president and the members of City Council representing the area. 

8. The member in question may appeal to the executive committee to review of the records 

of attendance. 

9. The attendance committee shall issue a written quarterly report in April, July, October, 

and January listing the number of meetings held, meeting dates, and the attendance 

record of each member. The January report shall provide the final attendance records of 

all board members from the previous calendar year and shall be forwarded to the 

borough president and the local council members. Committee attendance of board 

members shall be issued quarterly. Committee minutes shall show the board members 

present and absent from the committee meeting. 

VIII. Amendments 

A. Proposed amendments to these by-laws shall be submitted in writing to the Chair and referred to 

the by-laws committee. 

B. The by-laws committee shall report to the board at the next regular meeting of the board.  

C. The proposed amendment shall be mailed to each member of the board with the meeting notice 

for the next meeting.  

D. Amendments must be approved by a two-thirds majority of the members present and voting. 

IX. Robert’s Rules of Order 

Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the proceedings of the board in all cases except where other rules 

have been established by the City Charter, applicable city and state law or regulation, these by-laws, or 

other ruling established by the majority vote of the board.  

X. Voting 

A. All members who are present for purpose of attendance per Article VIII must vote on all motions, 

including questions of order. Votes shall be cast and recorded only as affirmative, negative, 

abstention or abstention for cause. Only members prevented from voting for reasons specified in 

article XI of these by-laws or Robert’s Rules of Order can abstain for cause.  

B. Unless otherwise provided, all actions taken by the board shall require the majority of those 

members present and entitled to vote, a quorum being present, in order to be adopted. Members 

who abstain for cause shall not be considered as being entitled to vote, and all such votes shall be 

separately recorded and shall not affect the result of any vote.  
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C. All actions taken by the board shall be made by open vote. A record of the position taken by each 

member shall be recorded and maintained in the board’s official files and shall be available for 

public inspection. The by-laws committee shall recommend the appropriate mechanism through 

which this provision shall be implemented. On voice votes (viva voce), or a vote by a “show of 

hand,” the secretary shall note all “negative” votes and abstention votes in the meeting minutes.  

XI. Conflict of Interest 

A. Before the board considers any item on which it intends to make a substantive recommendation, 

the Chairperson shall ask all members who possess a conflict of interest on this subject to identify 

themselves and specify the nature of the conflict. All such statements shall be included in the 

board’s official minutes.  

B. All board members shall be responsible for familiarizing themselves with the relevant corporation 

counsel (letter of October 2, 1984) rulings on this subject and shall, furthermore, be responsible 

for informing the board of all conflicts that affect them.  

 

To provide the guidance needed, all board members shall receive copies of these documents, as 

well as all other relevant rulings made in the future that concern this issue. 

C. All members who possess an interest in an item before this board on which they, or any persons 

associated with them, may realize a personal and direct economic gain cannot vote on that item 

but can participate in the discussion of that issue. In addition, all members employed by the city 

of New York cannot vote on items that involve the activities of the agency for whom they are 

employed. On issues not raising this specific variety of conflicts, members can satisfy the 

requirements of the by-laws by declaring their interest and having done so, may vote and 

participate in the discussion of these issues.  

D. All members possessing an interest in an item that prevents them from voting shall not be 

considered entitled to vote on such item, and their abstentions shall not be tabulated in 

determining the result of any such vote.  

E. The votes of all members who abstain for conflict-of-interest related reasons shall be separately 

recorded from the votes of those members who abstain for other reasons in the board’s official 

tabulations.  

F. No member shall appear, either directly or indirectly, on behalf of any private interests in matters 

involving this board, or before any public agency affecting matters involving this board.  

G. Members of this board shall not be prohibited from having an interest in a firm which may be 

affected by an action on a matter before the board. All members are, however, prohibited from 

having an interest in a firm doing business with the board itself, e.g., by contracting with or 

otherwise providing services to the board.  
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XII. District Manager and Other Board Staff 

A. Within budgetary constraints, the board shall hire a District Manager, and such other staff as may 

be required to serve its needs.  

B. The District Manager shall: 

1. Direct the operations of the board’s district office. 

2. Chair meetings of the District Service Cabinet. 

3. Administer a system that processes service complaints affecting community district no.1; 

4. Submit a monthly report regarding the activities of the other items that affect the 

community district to the board; and 

5. Perform such other duties as are assigned by the board, the Chairperson, or the executive 

committee. 

6. All persons, except consultants, hired by the board and reimbursed by its budget, are 

employees of the city of New York, and as such, shall serve pursuant to the applicable 

provisions of the civil service law. Beyond this, the board shall establish a personnel 

practice procedure governing its staff that is consistent with civil service policy and other 

applicable laws.  

7. All board employees serve at the pleasure of the board and can be removed for cause, as 

detailed in the personnel practice procedure of community board no. 1 which provides 

the affected staff employee with due process of the law protection.  

XIII. Notification of New Members 

When the Chairperson receives notification of the appointment of a new member to community board 

no. 1, he/she shall see that that person is promptly contacted by certified mail and be informed of the 

date and time of the board’s next regularly scheduled meeting or public hearing. Additionally, to be 

furnished a copy of the by-laws and a copy of the established calendar of required meeting dates. If 

neither of these contacts have been made by the date of the first regularly scheduled meeting or public 

hearing following appointment, the new member shall not be considered absent if he/she does not 

attend.  

 

(revised 11/10/2020) 

 

END OF BYLAWS 



COMMUNITY BOARD No. 1 
435 GRAHAM AVENUE - BROOKLYN, NY 11211- 8813 

PHONE: (718) 389-0009 
FAX: (718) 389-0098 

Email: bk01@cb.nyc.gov 
Website: www.nyc.gov/brooklyncb1 

HON. ANTONIO REYNOSO 
BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT 

DEALICE FULLER 
CHAIRPERSON 

    HON. LINCOLN RESTLER 
COUNCILMEMBER, 33rd CD 

JOHANA PULGARIN 
DISTRICT MANAGER 

   HON. JENNIFER GUTIERREZ 
COUNCILMEMBER, 34th CD 

SIMON WEISER 
FIRST VICE-CHAIRMAN 

DEL TEAGUE 
SECOND VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

GINA BARROS 
THIRD VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

DAVID HEIMLICH 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

SONIA IGLESIAS 
RECORDING SECRETARY 

PHILIP A. CAPONEGRO 
MEMBER-AT-LARGE 

BY-LAWS COMMITTEE REPORT 

TO: Chairperson Dealice Fuller; CB1 Board Members 

FROM: Adam Meyers, Chair, By-Laws Committee 

RE: By-Laws Committee Meeting Report, August 31, 2023 

The Committee met in the evening of August 31, 2023, at 6:30 p.m., at the Community Board’s 
District office at 435 Graham Avenue. 

Those meeting did not constitute a quorum: 

Present: Meyers (Chair); Iglesias (Co-Chair); Chesler; Heimlich; Klagsbald 
Absent: Cuevas; Daly; Foster; Goldstein; Niederman; Peterson 

William Vega, a non-committee member, also attended. 

The meeting was convened at the request of the Executive Committee, which voted on August 
16 that “the By-Laws Committee should have a meeting as soon as possible to work on a 
resolution regarding hybrid meetings to be presented at the September 12th Board Meeting.” 

The published agenda included three items: 

1. Review Section 103-a of the Open Meetings Law
2. Discuss/propose resolution authorizing attendance at CB1 meetings by videoconferencing
3. Discuss/propose written procedures for videoconferencing

September 12, 2023



 

 

The following documents, discussed at the Committee meeting, are attached to this report: 
 

• NY Open Meetings Law § 103-a (Exhibit A) 
• NYS Committee on Open Government Q&A re: § 103-a (Exhibit B) 
• Harisch Studios Proposals for Hybrid Meeting Equipment/Facilitation (Exhibit C) 
• Draft CB1 Resolution and Procedures for Extraordinary Circumstances 

Videoconferencing (Exhibit D) 
 
 

A. Executive Summary 
 
In 2022, New York added Section 103-a to the Open Meetings Law, which allows public bodies 
like the Community Board to opt into a system allowing board members in “extraordinary 
circumstances” to appear and participate by videoconferencing in meetings that would otherwise 
be fully in-person. Generally speaking, board members who requested to appear by 
videoconferencing would be able to join in discussion and to vote, but they would not count 
toward a meeting’s quorum1. If the Board granted a member’s request and accommodated their 
appearance by videoconferencing, it would be required to extend the same opportunity to 
participate virtually to the public at large, and to amend its notice of the meeting to reflect that 
option. If videoconferencing were in use, the Board would be required to ensure that board 
members could be “heard, seen and identified” throughout the meeting. 

 
As noted above, we did not have a quorum at this meeting, so the By-Laws Committee was 
unable to establish any formal recommendation on this matter. However, the members present 
unanimously agreed to recommend against adoption of the attached resolution at this time. 
The members felt that until the Board were able to have a fuller discussion of the serious 
concerns identified at the committee meeting (and recited below), opting into this system would 
be legally and financially risky. 

 
Nevertheless, per the request of the Executive Committee, a draft resolution and accompanying 
procedures are included with this report as Exhibit D. 

 
B. Summary of Section 103-a 

 
As the Board is aware, the Executive Orders under which the Board has been permitted to meet 
virtually throughout the COVID-19 pandemic have now expired, and so board and committee 
meetings are now assumed to revert to in-person at publicly accessible venues. Section 103-a of 
the Open Meetings Law does not change this default assumption that board members must meet 
in person. Rather, it is a modest change that allows community boards to permit certain members 
facing extraordinary circumstances to appear by videoconferencing. While the Board has some 
latitude to define “extraordinary circumstances” for our purposes, § 103-a provides that such 
circumstances include “disability, illness, caregiving responsibilities, or any other significant or 
unexpected factor or event which precludes the member’s physical attendance.” This definition 

 
1 The exception to this general rule is in cases where the request is based upon a disability that renders a member 
unable to be physically present at the designated meeting location. This exception—along with the logistical 
problems that it raises—is discussed below. 



 

 

suggests a broad and flexible standard—one could imagine that a family vacation, working late 
in another neighborhood, or routine parental responsibilities all might fit into the stated 
categories. 
 
While the definition of “extraordinary circumstances” suggests that many members might be 
able to take advantage of videoconferencing under § 103-a, it is important to note that the 
requirement of quorum would create problems if this option were used too broadly. While 
members with extraordinary circumstances can participate in discussions and votes as if 
physically present, they would generally not be counted toward a meeting’s quorum. The single 
exception to this rule is for members that were unable to attend in-person due to a disability 
within the meaning of Executive Law § 292(21)2. 
 
In the event that one or more members were permitted to appear by videoconferencing due to 
extraordinary circumstances, the board or committee meeting would then be subject to a number 
of additional requirements. It would be required to amend notice of the meeting so that the public 
could attend and participate by videoconferencing as well. It would need to employ cameras 
microphones and video displays such that throughout the meeting all members could be seen, 
heard, and identified by members of the public attending either in-person or by videoconference. 
The video recordings of the meetings would then need to be published online and retained for at 
least five years. Attendance records for the meeting would need to reflect whether members 
attended in-person or by videoconferencing. 
 

C. Concerns Raised by Committee Members 
 
While the Committee was generally sympathetic to the goal of allowing members a way of 
participating while their physical attendance was unavoidably prevented, members raised a 
number of concerns about opting into the hybrid meeting system authorized by § 103-a. 
 

• As with all of its activities, the Community Board would need to execute its 
responsibilities under § 103-a rationally and in compliance with the law. It is unclear who 
would be responsible for vetting requests and making determinations as to whether a 
request constituted a disability or other “emergency circumstances” under relevant law. 
One could imagine cases where a rejected request might cause legal or political problems 
for the Board. 

• Members were concerned with the potential cost of the technology necessary to facilitate 
hybrid meetings where everyone could be seen, heard, and identified. The bids received 
by the Board for this technology and staffing (see Exhibit C) add up to more than 
$10,000 for the first year. While more affordable options may exist, it would take time to 
explore these alternatives, and until the systems were in place the Board would likely be 
unable to comply with the law regarding extraordinary circumstances requests. 

 
2 § 292(21) defines disability as “a physical, mental or medical impairment resulting from anatomical, physiological, 
genetic or neurological conditions which prevents the exercise of a normal bodily function or is demonstrable by 
medically accepted clinical or laboratory diagnostic techniques or (b) a record of such an impairment or (c) a 
condition regarded by others as such an impairment.” 



 

 

• Related to the point above, there was concern that the proposal for in-person staffing of 
full board meetings was potentially in tension with § 103-a. The law as written describes 
the allowance of videoconferencing only where a request has been made by board 
member, and it contemplates these requests being received and accommodated up until 
only a few days before the scheduled meeting. This vision is inconsistent with scheduling 
contractors to staff hybrid meetings months in advance. 

• There was a concern that some committees, due to the sizes of the committees and 
technological fluency of the chairs, might be better suited to hybrid meetings than others. 
Members discussed whether this consideration militated in favor of the Board deferring 
to the committees on whether extraordinary circumstances requests would be 
accommodated on a committee-by-committee basis. 

• There was also concern about whether last-minute requests for attendance by 
videoconferencing might make it more difficult for the Board to comply with meeting 
notice requirements, again potentially subjecting the Board to legal or political liability. 

• Members were concerned that the possibility of participating by videoconference might 
cause unintended problems with satisfying quorum requirements and might prolong 
meetings unnecessarily. 

 
D. Recommendation 

 
As noted above, we had no quorum at the By-Laws Committee meeting, and so that Committee 
can make no formal recommendation. However, the assembled members all had concerns with 
whether, how, and at what cost the Community Board would be able to comply with the various 
requirements of § 103-a without incurring liability. These members think that the matter bears 
further discussion and that the full Board should decline to pass the annexed resolution until the 
options are further explored. 



EXHIBIT A 
 

  



As of 08/16/2023 01:19PM, the Laws database is current through 2023
Chapters 1-278

Public Officers

 
    * §  103-a. Videoconferencing by public bodies. 1. For the purposes of
  this section, "local public body" shall mean  a  public  corporation  as
  defined  in  section  sixty-six  of  the  general  construction  law,  a
  political subdivision as defined in section one hundred of  the  general
  municipal  law  or  a committee or subcommittee or other similar body of
  such entity, or any entity for which a quorum is required  in  order  to
  conduct  public  business  and  which  consists  of two or more members,
  performing  a  governmental  function  for  an  entity  limited  in  the
  execution of its official functions to a portion only of the state, or a
  political  subdivision  of  the  state,  or  for an agency or department
  thereof. For the purposes of this section, a public  body  shall  be  as
  defined in subdivision two of section one hundred two of this article.
    2.  A  public  body  may,  in its discretion, use videoconferencing to
  conduct its meetings  pursuant  to  the  requirements  of  this  article
  provided  that  a  minimum  number of members are present to fulfill the
  public body's quorum  requirement  in  the  same  physical  location  or
  locations  where  the  public  can attend and the following criteria are
  met:
    (a) the governing board of a county, city, town or village has adopted
  a local law, or a public body has adopted a resolution,  or  the  senate
  and  assembly  have  adopted  a  joint  resolution,  following  a public
  hearing, authorizing the use of videoconferencing:
    (i) for itself and its committees or subcommittees; or,
    (ii) specifying that each committee or subcommittee may make  its  own
  determination;
    (iii)  provided  however,  each  community  board  in  a  city  with a
  population of one million or more shall make its own determination;
    (b) the public  body  has  established  written  procedures  governing
  member  and  public  attendance  consistent  with this section, and such
  written procedures shall be conspicuously posted on the  public  website
  of the public body;
    (c) members of the public body shall be physically present at any such
  meeting  unless  such  member  is unable to be physically present at any
  such meeting location due to extraordinary circumstances, as  set  forth
  in  the resolution and written procedures adopted pursuant to paragraphs
  (a)  and  (b)  of  this  subdivision,  including  disability,   illness,
  caregiving  responsibilities,  or  any  other  significant or unexpected
  factor or event which precludes the member's physical attendance at such
  meeting. Notwithstanding the in person quorum requirements set forth  in
  this  subdivision,  the  public  body may determine, through its written
  procedures governing member and public attendance  established  pursuant
  to  and  consistent with this section, to allow for any member who has a
  disability as defined in section two hundred ninety-two of the executive
  law, where such disability renders such  member  unable  to  participate
  in-person  at  any such meeting location where the public can attend, to
  be considered present for purposes of fulfilling the quorum requirements
  for such public body at any meetings conducted through videoconferencing
  pursuant to this section, provided, however, that the remaining criteria
  set forth in this subdivision are otherwise met; and provided,  further,
  that  the public body maintains at least one physical location where the
  public can attend such meeting;
    (d) except in the case of executive  sessions  conducted  pursuant  to
  section  one  hundred five of this article, the public body shall ensure
  that members of the public body can be heard, seen and identified, while
  the meeting is  being  conducted,  including  but  not  limited  to  any
  motions, proposals, resolutions, and any other matter formally discussed
  or voted upon;



    (e)  the  minutes  of  the  meetings involving videoconferencing shall
  include which, if  any,  members  participated  remotely  and  shall  be
  available  to  the  public  pursuant  to section one hundred six of this
  article;
    (f)  if  videoconferencing  is  used  to conduct a meeting, the public
  notice for the meeting shall inform the  public  that  videoconferencing
  will  be  used,  where  the  public  can view and/or participate in such
  meeting,  where  required  documents  and  records  will  be  posted  or
  available,  and identify the physical location for the meeting where the
  public can attend;
    (g) the public body shall provide that each  meeting  conducted  using
  videoconferencing shall be recorded and such recordings posted or linked
  on  the  public  website  of  the  public body within five business days
  following the meeting, and shall remain so available for  a  minimum  of
  five  years  thereafter.  Such  recordings  shall  be  transcribed  upon
  request;
    (h) if videoconferencing is used to conduct a meeting, the public body
  shall provide the opportunity for members of the  public  to  view  such
  meeting via video, and to participate in proceedings via videoconference
  in  real  time  where  public comment or participation is authorized and
  shall  ensure  that  videoconferencing  authorizes   the   same   public
  participation or testimony as in person participation or testimony; and
    (i)  a  local  public  body  electing  to utilize videoconferencing to
  conduct its meetings must maintain an official website.
    3. The in  person  participation  requirements  of  paragraph  (c)  of
  subdivision  two of this section shall not apply during a state disaster
  emergency declared by the governor pursuant to section  twenty-eight  of
  the executive law, or a local state of emergency proclaimed by the chief
  executive  of  a  county,  city,  village  or  town  pursuant to section
  twenty-four of the executive law, if the public body determines that the
  circumstances necessitating the emergency declaration  would  affect  or
  impair the ability of the public body to hold an in person meeting.
    4.  No  later  than  January  first,  two  thousand  twenty-four,  the
  committee on open government, created by paragraph  (a)  of  subdivision
  one  of section eighty-nine of this chapter, shall issue a report to the
  governor, the temporary president of the  senate,  the  speaker  of  the
  assembly,   the   chair  of  the  senate  standing  committee  on  local
  government, the chair of the senate standing committee on investigations
  and government operations, the chair of the assembly standing  committee
  on  local  governments, and the chair of the assembly standing committee
  on governmental operations concerning the application and implementation
  of such law  and  any  further  recommendations  governing  the  use  of
  videoconferencing  by public bodies to conduct meetings pursuant to this
  section.
    5. Open meetings of any public body that are  broadcast  or  that  use
  videoconferencing  shall  utilize technology to permit access by members
  of the public with disabilities consistent with the 1990 Americans  with
  Disabilities  Act  (ADA),  as amended, and corresponding guidelines. For
  the purposes of  this  section,  "disability"  shall  have  the  meaning
  defined in section two hundred ninety-two of the executive law.
    * NB Repealed July 1, 2024
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NEW YORK STATE COMMITTEE ON OPEN GOVERNMENT 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  
CHAPTER 56 OF THE LAWS OF 2022 

On April 9, 2022, Governor Hochul signed Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022 relating to the New York State 
budget for the 2022-2023 state fiscal year. Included in the bill is an amendment to the Open Meetings 
Law (OML) to make permanent (until July 1, 2024) the expanded use of videoconferencing by public 
bodies to conduct open meetings, under extraordinary circumstances, regardless of a declaration of 
emergency.  

As a threshold matter, it is our understanding that the new law is not meant to change or curtail what 
has always been required of public bodies complying with the Open Meetings Law. Public bodies may 
continue to operate now as they did before the onset of the pandemic in early 2020 when the “in 
person” aspects of the Open Meetings Law were first suspended. In other words, we believe that if a 
public body was permitted to do it before the pandemic, this law does not change that. As noted above, 
this law is intended to expand, in extraordinary circumstances only, the ability of public bodies to meet 
using remote access technology.  

Below we have identified areas of the law that may require clarification.  

Q. Are public bodies required to comply with the new videoconferencing requirements right away?

A. No.  For sixty days after the effective date of Chapter 56 (April 9, 2022; accordingly through June 8, 
2022), public bodies are authorized to meet and take such action authorized by law without permitting 
in public-in-person access to meetings and authorize such meetings to be held remotely by conference 
call or similar service, provided that the public has the ability to view or listen to such proceeding and 
that such meetings are recorded and later transcribed. This language closely models the language of 
Chapter 417 of the Laws of 2021 and Chapter 1 of the Laws of 2022, the requirements of which have 
been in effect since September 2021.

Q. What is considered an “extraordinary circumstance” under which a public body may permit a 
member to participate remotely by videoconference from a location not open to the public?

A. Each public body that wishes to allow for remote attendance by its members at locations that do not 
allow for in-person physical attendance by the public is required to adopt a local law (governing bodies 
of counties, cities, towns and villages), adopt a joint resolution (New York State Senate and Assembly), 
or adopt a resolution (any other public body) authorizing such remote attendance, and must establish 
written procedures that set forth what they determine to be “extraordinary circumstances.” The Law 
includes a non-exhaustive list of examples of such circumstances, “including disability, illness, caregiving 
responsibilities, or any other significant or unexpected factor or event which precludes the member’s 
physical attendance at such meeting.”

Q. Are public bodies permitted to conduct its meetings at multiple physical locations from which 
members of the body may participate if those locations are open to in-person public attendance, 
regardless of extraordinary circumstances?

A. Yes. We understand that the intent of the amendments to the OML was to expand the authority of a 
public body to allow its members to participate in a meeting using videoconferencing under limited 
circumstances when the member’s location is not open to in-person public attendance. Before the onset 
of the pandemic in 2020, public bodies routinely held proper open meetings by videoconference from

https://opengovernment.ny.gov/extension-chapter-1


Chapter 56 of the Law of 2022 (Q&A continued) 
Page 2 of 3 

 

multiple physical locations identified in the meeting notice that were open to the public, connected 
virtually together by videoconference. This remains proper. It was not the intent to limit the existing 
authority to virtually connect multiple public locations from which members and the public may attend 
through the use of videoconferencing technology.   
 
Q.  Which members of the public body may count toward a quorum? 
 
A.  Any member who participates at a physical location that is open to in-person physical attendance by 
the public (and which location has been included in the meeting notice) may count toward a quorum 
and may fully participate and vote in the meeting. If there is a quorum of members at a physical location 
open to the public, the public body may properly convene a meeting; a member who is participating 
from a remote location that is not open to in-person physical attendance by the public may not be 
counted toward a quorum of the public body (but may participate and vote if there is a quorum of 
members at a physical location open to the public). 
 
Q.  Can members of a public body participate remotely in a meeting, for any reason, without 
convening at least a quorum of members at a physical location (or locations) open to the public? 
 
A.  No. Chapter 56 states that members of the public body “shall be physically present at any such 
meeting unless such member is unable to be physically present at any such meeting location due to 
extraordinary circumstances.” 
 
Q.  Are public bodies required to allow their members to participate remotely, under extraordinary 
circumstances, at locations that do not allow for in-person physical attendance by the public? 
 
A.  No. Chapter 56 states that a public body “may, in its discretion” allow its members to participate 
remotely, under extraordinary circumstances and so long as there is a quorum of members gathered at 
a physical location or locations open to the public, at locations that do not allow for in-person physical 
attendance by the public. 
 
Q.  If a public body allows its members to participate remotely, under extraordinary circumstances, at 
locations that do not allow for in-person physical attendance by the public, must it afford members of 
the public the opportunity to view the meeting by videoconference as well? 
 
A.  Yes. If a public body uses videoconferencing to conduct a meeting, the public notice for the meeting 
must inform the public that videoconferencing will be used and must include directions for how the 
public can view and/or participate (if participation is permitted) in such meeting. The public body must 
provide the opportunity for members of the public to view the meeting, using remote technology or in 
person, in real time. 
 
Q.  If a public body allows for public comment or public participation by members of the public who 
attend its meetings in-person, must it allow the same for members who attend remotely? 
 
A.  Yes. The law requires public bodies to allow members of the public to participate in proceedings by 
videoconference in real time where public comment or participation is authorized and shall ensure that 
videoconferencing authorizes the same public participation or testimony as in person participation or 
testimony. 
 



Chapter 56 of the Law of 2022 (Q&A continued) 
Page 3 of 3 

 

Q.  Is participation by a member of a public body by teleconferencing (audio only) authorized by 
Chapter 56? 
 
A.  No. The Law requires that except in the case of executive sessions, a “public body shall ensure that 
members of the public body can be heard, seen and identified, while the meeting is being conducted, 
including but not limited to any motions, proposals, resolutions, and any other matter formally 
discussed or voted upon.” (Note that an executive session may only be properly convened after a 
successful motion made during an open session, and that but for the requirement to permit the public 
to attend and view the session, all other requirements of the Law continue to apply to executive 
sessions.) 
 
Q.  Must the meeting minutes reflect which members of the public body participated remotely? 
 
A.  Yes. The Law requires that “minutes of the meetings involving videoconferencing shall include which, 
if any, members participated remotely.” 
 
Q.  Are public bodies required to record and/or transcribe open meetings conducted using 
videoconferencing? 
 
A.  Yes. The Law requires that “each meeting conducted using videoconferencing shall be recorded and 
such recordings posted or linked on the public website of the public body within five business days 
following the meeting and shall remain so available for a minimum of five years thereafter. Such 
recordings shall be transcribed upon request.” 
 
Q.  Are public bodies required to record and/or transcribe the executive session portions of meetings 
conducted using videoconferencing? 
 
A.  No. In our view the obligation to record and transcribe upon request only applies to the open 
portions of the meeting that the public is entitled to attend. 
 
Q.  What if a local public body does not maintain an official website for purposes of posting the 
recording of its meetings? 
 
A.  Any local public body electing to utilize the “extraordinary circumstances” videoconferencing 
described in the Law to conduct its meetings must maintain an official website. 
 
Q.  Does the Law address the ability of a public body to hold fully remote meetings during a state of 
emergency?  
 
A.  Yes. The Law states that the “in person” participation requirements of the Law shall not apply during 

a state disaster emergency declared by the governor pursuant to section twenty-eight of the executive 

law, or a local state of emergency  proclaimed by the chief executive of a county, city, village or town 

pursuant to section twenty-four of the executive law, if the public body determines that the 

circumstances necessitating the emergency declaration would affect or impair the ability of the public 

body to hold an in person meeting. 

 
 



 

 

 

Resolution No. _____ 

[PUBLIC BODY] 

WHEREAS, by passing Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022 (“Chapter 56”), the New York State 
Legislature amended Section 103 of the Open Meetings Law; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 56 adds Section 103-a of the Open Meetings Law, permitting the [PUBLIC 
BODY] to authorize its members to attend meetings by videoconferencing under extraordinary 
circumstances; and  

WHEREAS, Section 103-a(2)(a) requires the [PUBLIC BODY] to adopt a resolution following a 
public hearing authorizing the limited use of videoconferencing under such circumstances; and 

WHEREAS, Section 103-a(2) allows for hybrid meetings by requiring “that a minimum number of 
members are present to fulfill the public body’s quorum requirement in the same physical location or 
locations where the public can attend”; and  

WHEREAS, Section 103-a(2)(c) requires that members be physically present at any such meeting 
“unless such member is unable to be physically present at any such meeting location due to 
extraordinary circumstances . . . including disability, illness, caregiving responsibilities, or any other 
significant or unexpected factor or event which precludes the member’s physical attendance at such 
meeting”; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 103-a(2)(d), any members attending by videoconference 
must, excerpt during executive session, be “heard, seen and identified, while the meeting is being 
conducted, including but not limited to any motions, proposals, resolutions, and any other matter 
formally discussed or voted upon”; and 

WHEREAS, Section 103-a(2)(g) requires that any meeting where a member attends by 
videoconference be recorded, posted to the [PUBLIC BODY] webpage within five business days, and 
transcribed upon request; and 

WHEREAS, Section 103-a(2)(h) requires that members of the public be permitted to attend and 
participate, if authorized, in any meeting by videoconference when a member attends by 
videoconference. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the [PUBLIC BODY] authorizes its members who experience an 
extraordinary circumstance, as described above and further defined by any rules or written procedures 
later adopted, to attend meetings by videoconference: (i) as long as a quorum of the members attend 
in-person at one or more locations open to the public; (ii) as long as the member can be seen, heard, 
and identified while the open portion of the meeting is being conducted; and (iii) as otherwise permitted 
under Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the [PUBLIC BODY] shall create written procedures further governing its use of 

videoconferencing by its members in compliance with Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022.   

  



MODEL Procedures for Member Videoconferencing 
Pursuant to Public Officers Law § 103-a 

 

Page 1 of 2 
Committee on Open Government MODEL 

In compliance with Public Officers Law (POL) § 103-a(2)(a), the [PUBLIC BODY], following a public 

hearing, authorized by resolution on [insert date] the use of videoconferencing as described in POL § 

103-a. 

The following procedures are hereby established to satisfy the requirement of POL § 103-a(2)(b) that 

any public body which in its discretion wishes to permit its members to participate in meetings by 

videoconferencing from private locations – under extraordinary circumstances – must establish written 

procedures governing member and public attendance.   

1. [PUBLIC BODY] members shall be physically present at any meeting of the [PUBLIC BODY] unless 

such member is unable to be physically present at one of the designated public meeting 

locations due to extraordinary circumstances.   

 

2. For purposes of these procedures, the term “extraordinary circumstances” includes disability, 

illness, caregiving responsibilities, or any other significant or unexpected factor or event which 

precludes the member’s physical attendance at such meeting. 

 

3. If a member is unable to be physically present at one of the designated public meeting locations 

and wishes to participate by videoconferencing from a private location due to extraordinary 

circumstances, the member must notify [REPRESENTATIVE OR CHAIR OF PUBLIC BODY] no later 

than four business days prior to the scheduled meeting in order for proper notice to the public 

to be given. If extraordinary circumstances present themselves on an emergent basis within four 

days of a meeting, the [PUBLIC BODY] shall update its notice as soon as practicable to include 

that information. If it is not practicable for the [PUBLIC BODY] to update its notice, the [PUBLIC 

BODY] may reschedule its meeting.   

 

4. If there is a quorum of members participating at a physical location(s) open to the public, the 

[PUBLIC BODY] may properly convene a meeting.  A member who is participating from a remote 

location that is not open to in-person physical attendance by the public shall not count toward a 

quorum of the [PUBLIC BODY] but may participate and vote if there is a quorum of members at 

a physical location(s) open to the public. 

 

5. Except in the case of executive sessions conducted pursuant to POL § 105, the [PUBLIC BODY] 

shall ensure that its members can be heard, seen, and identified while the meeting is being 

conducted, including but not limited to any motions, proposals, resolutions, and any other 

matter formally discussed or voted upon. This shall include the use of first and last name 

placards physically placed in front of the members or, for members participating by 

videoconferencing from private locations due to extraordinary circumstances, such members 

must ensure that their full first and last name appears on their videoconferencing screen. 

 

6. The minutes of the meetings involving videoconferencing based on extraordinary circumstances 

pursuant to POL § 103-a shall include which, if any, members participated by videoconferencing 

from a private location due to such extraordinary circumstances.   
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7. The public notice for the meeting shall inform the public: (i) that extraordinary circumstances 

videoconferencing will (or may) be used, (ii) where the public can view and/or participate in 

such meeting, (iii) where required documents and records will be posted or available, and (iv) 

the physical location(s) for the meeting where the public can attend. 

 

8. The [PUBLIC BODY] shall provide that each open portion of any meeting conducted using 

extraordinary circumstances videoconferencing shall be recorded and such recordings posted or 

linked on the [PUBLIC BODY] website within five business days following the meeting, and shall 

remain so available for a minimum of five years thereafter. Such recordings shall be transcribed 

upon request. 

 

9. If members of the [PUBLIC BODY] are authorized to participate by videoconferencing from a 

private location due to extraordinary circumstances, the [PUBLIC BODY] shall provide the 

opportunity for members of the public to view such meeting by video, and to participate in 

proceedings by videoconference in real time where public comment or participation is 

authorized. The [PUBLIC BODY] shall ensure that where extraordinary circumstances 

videoconferencing is used, it authorizes the same public participation or testimony as in person 

participation or testimony. 

 

10. Choice 1:  

Open meetings of the [STATE PUBLIC BODY OR AUTHORITY] conducted using extraordinary 

circumstances videoconferencing pursuant to the provisions of POL § 103-a shall be broadcast 

pursuant to the requirements of POL § 103(f) and shall utilize technology to permit access by 

members of the public with disabilities consistent with the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA), as amended, and corresponding guidelines. For the purposes of this guideline, “disability” 

shall have the meaning defined in Executive Law § 292.   

Choice 2: 

Open meetings of the [ALL OTHER PUBLIC BODIES] conducted using extraordinary circumstances 

videoconferencing pursuant to the provisions of POL § 103-a shall utilize technology to permit 

access by members of the public with disabilities consistent with the 1990 Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA), as amended, and corresponding guidelines. For the purposes of this 

guideline, “disability” shall have the meaning defined in Executive Law § 292.   

11. The in-person participation requirements of POL § 103-a(2)(c) shall not apply during a [state 

disaster emergency declared by the governor pursuant to Executive Law § 28 or a local state of 

emergency proclaimed by the chief executive of a county, city, village or town pursuant to § 24 

of the Executive Law] if the [PUBLIC BODY] determines that the circumstances necessitating the 

emergency declaration would affect or impair the ability of the [PUBLIC BODY] to hold an in-

person meeting. 

 

12. These procedures shall be conspicuously posted on the [PUBLIC BODY] website. 
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RESOLUTION 
 

Brooklyn Community Board 1 
 

WHEREAS, by passing Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022 (“Chapter 56”), the New York 
State Legislature amended Section 103 of the Open Meetings Law; and 
  

WHEREAS, Chapter 56 adds Section 103-a of the Open Meetings Law, permitting 
Brooklyn Community Board 1 to authorize its members to attend meetings by videoconferencing 
in extraordinary circumstances; and 
  

WHEREAS, in connection with authorizing attendance by videoconferencing, Section 
103-a(2)(a) requires the Community Board to adopt a resolution following a public hearing; and  
 

WHEREAS, Section 103-a(2) allows for hybrid meetings where “a minimum number of 
members are present to fulfill the public body’s quorum requirement in the same physical location 
or locations where the public can attend”; and 

  
WHEREAS, Section 103-a(2)(c) requires that members be physically present at any such 

meeting “unless such member is unable to be physically present at any such meeting location due 
to extraordinary circumstances . . . including disability, illness, caregiving responsibilities, or any 
other significant or unexpected factor or event which precludes the member’s physical attendance 
at such meeting”; and 
  

WHEREAS, Section 103-a(2)(c) further provides that a member attending by 
videoconference on the basis that they are disabled within the meaning of Executive Law § 292(21) 
and that such disability prevents them from attending in-person at the location or locations where 
the public can attend may be counted toward a meeting’s quorum; and 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 103-a(2)(d), any members attending by 
videoconference must, except during executive session, be “heard, seen and identified, while the 
meeting is being conducted, including but not limited to any motions, proposals, resolutions, and 
any other matter formally discussed or voted upon”; and 

  
WHEREAS, Section 103-a(2)(g) requires that any meeting where a member attends by 

videoconference be recorded, posted to the Community Board’s website within five business days, 
and transcribed upon request; and 

  
WHEREAS, Section 103-a(2)(h) requires that members of the public be permitted to attend 

and participate, if otherwise authorized, in any meeting by videoconference when a member 
attends by videoconference; and 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held regarding this Resolution on September 12, 2023; 

and 
 



 

 

WHEREAS, following such public hearing a quorum of the Community Board voted upon 
and approved the instant resolution on September 12, 2023; 

 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that Brooklyn Community Board 1 authorizes its members who 

experience an extraordinary circumstance, as described above and further defined by any rules or 
written procedures later adopted, to attend meetings of the Board or its committees by 
videoconference: (i) as long as a quorum of the members attend either a) in-person at one or more 
locations open to the public or b) for members who are disabled within the meaning of Executive 
Law § 292(21) and prevented by such disability from attending in-person at the location or 
locations where the public can attend, by videoconference; (ii) as long as the member can be seen, 
heard, and identified while the open portion of the meeting is being conducted; and (iii) as 
otherwise permitted under Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that Brooklyn Community Board 1 establishes the annexed written 

procedures further governing the use of videoconferencing by its members in compliance with 
Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022. 

 
 

Dated: Brooklyn, New York 
September 12, 2023 

 
       __________________________________ 
       Dealice Fuller, Chair 
  



 

 

CB1 Procedures Governing Member Attendance by  
Video Conferencing in Extraordinary Circumstances 

 
In compliance with Public Officers Law (POL) § 103-a(2)(a), Brooklyn Community Board 1 (the 
Community Board) following a public hearing, authorized by resolution on September 12, 2023 
the use of videoconferencing as described in POL § 103-a. The following procedures are hereby 
established to satisfy the requirement of POL § 103-a(2)(b) that any public body which in its 
discretion wishes to permit its members to participate in meetings by videoconferencing from 
private locations – under extraordinary circumstances – must establish written procedures 
governing member and public attendance. 
 

1. Community Board members shall be physically present at any meeting of the Community 
Board unless such member is unable to be physically present at one of the designated public 
meeting locations due to extraordinary circumstances. 

2. For purposes of these procedures, the term “extraordinary circumstances” includes 
disability, illness, caregiving responsibilities, or any other significant or unexpected factor 
or event which precludes the member’s physical attendance at such meeting. The term 
“disability” is defined in Section 292(21) of the Executive Law as: 

a physical, mental or medical impairment resulting from 
anatomical, physiological, genetic or neurological 
conditions which prevents the exercise of a normal bodily 
function or is demonstrable by medically accepted clinical 
or laboratory diagnostic techniques or (b) a record of such 
an impairment or (c) a condition regarded by others as such 
an impairment. 

3. If a member is unable to be physically present at one of the designated public meeting 
locations and wishes to participate by videoconferencing from a private location due to 
extraordinary circumstances, the member must notify the Chairperson no later than four 
business days prior to the scheduled meeting in order for proper notice to the public to be 
given.  

4. If there is a quorum of members participating at a physical location(s) open to the public, 
the Community Board may properly convene a meeting. A member who is participating 
from a remote location that is not open to in-person physical attendance by the public shall 
not count toward a quorum of the Community Board—except as allowed in Paragraph 5, 
below—but may participate and vote if there is a quorum of members at a physical 
location(s) open to the public. 

5. Notwithstanding the in-person quorum requirement described above, a Community Board 
member whose disability, as defined above in Paragraph 2, renders such member unable to 
participate in-person at any such meeting location where the public can attend may be 
counted toward a quorum though they appear by videoconference. If a member requests to 
participate by videoconference and be counted toward quorum on the basis of a disability, 
the Community Board through its Chairperson may request documentation of the condition 
in order to determine whether it meets the definition of disability established by relevant 
law. 



 

 

6. Except in the case of executive sessions conducted pursuant to POL § 105, the Community 
Board shall ensure that its members can be heard, seen, and identified while the meeting is 
being conducted, including but not limited to any motions, proposals, resolutions, and any 
other matter formally discussed or voted upon.  

7. The minutes of the meetings involving videoconferencing based on extraordinary 
circumstances pursuant to POL § 103-a shall identify which, if any, members participated 
by videoconferencing from a private location due to such extraordinary circumstances. 

8. The public notice for a meeting incorporating videoconferencing under these procedures 
shall inform the public: (i) that extraordinary circumstances videoconferencing will be 
used, (ii) where the public can view and/or participate in such meeting, (iii) where required 
documents and records will be posted or available, and (iv) the physical location(s) for the 
meeting where the public can attend. 

9. The Community Board shall provide that each open portion of any meeting conducted 
using extraordinary circumstances videoconferencing shall be recorded and such 
recordings posted or linked on the Community Board’s website within five business days 
following the meeting, and shall remain so available for a minimum of five years thereafter. 
Such recordings shall be transcribed upon request. 

10. If members of the Community Board are authorized to participate by videoconferencing 
from a private location due to extraordinary circumstances, the Community Board shall 
provide the opportunity for members of the public to view such meeting by video, and to 
participate in proceedings by videoconference in real time where public comment or 
participation is authorized. The Community Board shall ensure that where extraordinary 
circumstances videoconferencing is used, it allows the same public participation or 
testimony as in person participation or testimony. 

11. The in-person participation requirements of POL § 103-a(2)(c) shall not apply during a 
state disaster emergency declared by the governor pursuant to Executive Law § 28 if the 
Community Board determines that the circumstances necessitating the emergency 
declaration would affect or impair the ability of the Community Board to hold an in-person 
meeting. 

12. These procedures shall be conspicuously posted on the Community Board website. 
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                                                                                                              REVISED 

                                                                          December 6, 2024 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

 
                                           TO:  CB#1 Board Members 
 
                                           FROM:  Chairperson Dealice Fuller 
 
                                           RE:            Executive Board Meeting Held on November 20, 2024 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
The Executive Board met on Wednesday, November 20, 2024, at 5:30 PM. 
 
ATTENDANCE:    Present: Chair Fuller; Barros; Heimlich; Iglesias; Teague.  

Absent: Weiser; Caponegro. 
(A quorum was achieved) 
 

 
 
 
 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 

Chairperson Fuller opened the Meeting. and asked the committee members to review the 
agenda presentation requests list (See attached). 
 
 
2. PREPARATION OF THE AGENDA FOR DECEMBER 10, 2024, COMBINED 

PUBLIC HEARING & BOARD MEETING. 
 

The Executive Board committee members reviewed the various requests received for the 
presentation. Chairperson Fuller asked for approval of the agenda and all present approved.  
 
All presentations will be limited to 20 minutes.  
 



 

2 
 

DM Pulgarin related that item # 1 listed for the agenda is not certified yet, but she was notified by 
DCP that it will be certified by November 27, 2024, this item is on the clock. 
The Executive Board would need to vote on it to be added on December 10, 2024, Combined 
Public Hearing & Board Meeting Agenda. 

 
 

The vote was as follows: 5 “YES” Fuller; Barros; Heimlich; Iglesias; Teague.  0 “NO”, 0 
“ABS”. 
 

The Executive Board reviewed the following board member’s request to be excused from being 
absent at the Combined Public Hearing & Board Meeting on November 12, 2024. 
 

• Gina Argento 
• Lisa Bamonte 
• Gina Barros 
• Janice Peterson 

 
The Executive Board made a motion to excuse the above Members. 
 

The vote was as follows: 5 “YES” Fuller; Barros; Heimlich; Iglesias; Teague.  0 “NO”, 0 
“ABS”. 

 
 

3. ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION: 
 

Ms. Sonia Iglesias requested training in Parliamentary Procedures in person for the Full Board. 
Ms. Iglesias expressed that the training would be beneficial for the Board Members. 
 
DM Pulgarin requested the training in civic engagement, but she was informed by Mr. Benjamin 
Solataire that the training is one hour long. 
 
Chair Fuller suggested that DM Pulgarin contact the Civic Engagement Agency and find out if the 
training can be done exclusively for the Board Members online at two different times so that the 
Board Members can take it at their convenience. 
 
DM Pulgarin made the request to the Civic Engagement Agency for two different times in January 
2025 after the holidays. 
 
  
Motion to adjourn the meeting presented by Mr. Heimlich. 
 
 
The meeting was Adjourned. (6:30 p.m.) 
 



  
District Manager’s Report 

 
   TO:         All Board Members 

 
   FROM:    Johana P. Pulgarin 

              District Manager 
 

                                
RE:         DECEMBER 2024 
__________________________________________________________________ 
  

1. District Service Cabinet Meeting Minutes from November 21, 2024. 

2. Complaint Tally Sheet for November - December 2024.  

3. NYC Parks Department RE: Berry Street Playground Construction 

4. NYC Department of Sanitation (DSNY) - Announcement: When is DSNY Fall Leaf 
Collection? Every Week! 

5. NYC Independent Budget Office (IBO) - Affordable Housing Report for your committee 

6. NYC Department of Transportation (DOT) - End of Season: November 29 was the final 
day to remove roadway outdoor dining setups 

7. Con Edison to Customers RE: Scams 

8. Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) Office of the Congestion Relief Zone - 
Congestion Relief Zone tolling begins January 5, 2025 

9. NYC Parks and Recreation Department - Parks Greenways and Drives Input Tool 

10. NYC Fire Department (FDNY) - FDNY Brush Fire Safety Education Tips 

11. Commissioner Keith Bray, Brooklyn, NYC DOT RE: Open Street Notification on Penn 
Street from Williamsburg Street to Wythe Avenue 

12. NYS Department of Public Service - RE: Workshop Winter Preparedness January 9, 2025 

13. NYC Department of Social Services (DSS) - We need your help for HOPE 2025! 

14. NYC Independent Budget Office (IBO) - DM Pulgarin attended IBO Budget Basics 101 
presentation 



15. NYC Department of Environmental Protection NYC DEP: Introducing: ADOPT-A-
CATCH BASIN (Pilot Program) 

16. Council Member Erik Bottcher - RE: Shed the Sheds: Reforming Sidewalk Scaffolding in 
New York City 

17. NYC Economic Development corporation - NYC Ferry Sustainability Announcements. 
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COMPLAINT TALLY 
 

NOVEMBER 09, 2024 – DECEMBER 02, 2024 
 

COMPLAINT TYPE TALLY COMPLAINT TYPE TALLY 
AIR   NATIONAL GRID 1 
ANIMAL CONTROL   NOISE 8 
APPLICATION 29 OTHER   
ARCADE / RIDES   PARKING 14 
ASSISTANCE 31 PARKS DEPARTMENT 8 
BASKET REQUEST   PEST CONTROL   
BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT 2 PLATES   
BULK PICKUP   POLICE DEPARTMENT 12 
CATCH BASIN   POOLS   
CAVE - IN   POTHOLES   
CODE ENFORCE   PROTECTION   
COLLEGE   PRUNING 1 
CON-EDISON 2 PUBLIC ASSISTANCE   
CRIME   REAL ESTATE   
DCA   RECYCLING   
DCAS   REFERRALS   
DEMO   REGULAR PICKUP   
DEP 6 RELOCATION   
DERELICT AUTO /BIKES   RENT CONTROL 1 
DOCUMENTS   SANITATION 3 
DOS   SCHOOL / PS   
DOT 17 SCHOOL REGION   
DRUGS   SEAL-UP   
EDUCTAION   SENIOR HOUSING 1 
ELEVATOR   SERVICE   
ENFORCEMENT 3 SEWER BACKUP   
EQUIPMENT   SEWER BREAK   
FEDERAL   SIDEWALK 2 
FIRE DEPARTMENT   SIGNS 1 
FOOD STAMPS   SNOW REMOVAL   
GREEN STREET   SOCIAL SERVICESSPRAYING   
HEALTH DEPARTMENT   STATE   
HEAT / HOT WATER   STREETLIGHT   
HIGHWAYS   TRAFFIC LIGHTS   
HPD 6 TREE REMOVAL 2 
HRA   TREE REQUESTS   
HS   TRENCH WORK (& DEP)   
HYDRANT   UNSWEPT STREET LIGHTER   
INFO REQUEST 51 VERIZON / CABLE   
JHS   WATER   
LEGAL       
LICENSE 32     
LOTCLEANING       
LOT CLEANING / BQE 1     
MEDICAID       
METERS       
MTA   TOTAL 234 
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DISTRICT SERVICE CABINET MEETING 
NOVEMBER 21, 2024 

435 GRAHAM AVENUE 
BROOKLYN NY 11211 

   

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

District Manager, Ms. Johana P. Pulgarin called the District Service Cabinet Meeting to order and 
noted the agenda which included a round robin session.  

 

ROUND ROBIN SESSION 

 

 New York City Fire Department (FDNY): Ms. Sandra Sanchez, Director of FDNY Community 
Affairs, mentioned that FDNY partnered with Smokey the Bear to address brush fires, and the 
increase in brush fires over the past two weeks has continued to rise. 

Below are essential safety tips to ensure New Yorkers help reduce the risk of these incidents: 

• Avoid outdoor burning, including campfires, bonfires, and any other open flames 
• Grilling is banned in New York City parks while drought conditions persist 
• If you smoke outdoors, be mindful and always dispose of cigarette butts and matches 

properly 
• Stay on designated trails when enjoying our parks to protect surrounding vegetation and 

reduce the risk of accidental fires 
• Remember, fireworks are illegal across New York City 



 

 

• Remove litter and any excessive brush or leaves from sidewalks abutting residences and 
businesses. 

Ms. Sanchez expressed her gratitude to the Community Boards for blasting the information to the 
Constituents about some of the tips that can be used to help reduce fires when it comes to some of 
our vegetated locations throughout New York City. For more information please visit 
(www.fdnysmart.org).  

Furthermore, during the Thanksgiving season between prep day, Thanksgiving Day, and the day 
after Thanksgiving, which is considered Black Friday, there is a threefold chance of a cooking fire 
than on any other day of the year. Ms. Sanchez provided tips to keep safe on Thanksgiving: If you 
are keeping all the cooking indoors to be mindful of your children around, stand by your pans, or 
if you want to expand grilling or deep frying outside be mindful of those processes while cooking. 

Ms. Sanchez provided FDNY statistics for Brooklyn Community Board No. 1 for the month of 
October:  

49 Structural fires  

30 Non-structural fires  

646 Medical Emergency  

564 Non-Medical Emergency  

Total of incidents for Community Board No. 1: 1289 vs 16498 total for Brooklyn.  

  

NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH): Ms. Afia McCausky, Community 
Liaison - Brooklyn North: Ms. McCausky had no updates. 

District Manager Pulgarin reported that many complaints were received regarding rats in the 
neighborhood, especially in tree beds. District Manager Pulgarin asked who was responsible for 
rats in tree beds. Ms. McCausky responded that homeowners are responsible for maintaining tree 
beds on the sidewalk in front of their homes. She said the DOH would come and treat the tree if 
needed and leave a sign informing the homeowner that they were there and provided rat treatment. 
However, the homeowner will be charged for this service, which will be added to their tax bill. 
Homeowners weren't happy about being charged for the services. 

District Manager Pulgarin asked if there was any training for homeowners on how to deal with the 
rats. Ms. McCausky stated that there is a Rat Academy (prevention training) that DOH provides 
to educate the community regarding hiring an exterminator and garbage maintenance. The local 
inspectors for the areas will host the hour-long workshop with a minimum of 30 people in 
attendance. Multiple organizations can join together to hold one workshop to get the 30 people 
required. In addition, a 10 – 20 minutes presentation is available to the community regarding public 
safety with rats. District Manager Pulgarin stated that there was a discussion about potential birth 
control measures for rats. Is there any update on this. Ms. McCausky stated that she was not aware 
about birth control for rats but will look into it and she will share any update once she has them. 



 

 

NYPD 94TH Precinct: NCO Sergeant Seubert and NCO Sergeant D. Levy: Sergeant Seubert 
stated year to date that we continue to see a downward trend, with 7.5% decrease in all major crime 
statistics. In the last 28 days, there has been a slight uptick in robberies, but the numbers are down 
in burglaries and grand larcenies. Over the last two months burglaries and grand larcenies have 
been problematic, prompting NYPD to allocate personnel to address this. Fortunately, NYPD 
made some significant arrests, and it appears several key offenders are now incarcerated, 
contributing to the ongoing downward trend. 

Sergeant Seubert recalls that during the last DSC meeting, scooters and mopeds were raised as a 
concern within the community. Recently, NYPD conducted a scooter operation with the 90th 
precinct. It issued around 30 summonses for mopeds and seized numerous scooters as part of the 
effort. 

District Manager Pulgarin asked if DOT had updated the 94th Precinct on McGuiness Blvd. 
Sergeant Seubert stated that they had not received an update on the McGuiness Blvd. 

District Manager Pulgarin stated that the Full Board met and voted on sending a letter to the 
Sheriff’s department. This letter asked for information regarding illegal cannabis shops to update 
on what is happening. 

District Manager Pulgarin also stated that 807 Manhattan Avenue will be review on November 
25th, by the Cannabis Review Committee.  

District Manager Pulgarin stated there are several complaints regarding construction site personnel 
using the designated assigned parking for construction machinery for their personal vehicles to 
park. DOT approved the “No Parking” permits, but they are only for construction machinery and 
not for the personal use of construction personnel. District Manager Pulgarin asked what was being 
done about this. In addition to talking to the construction site manager, Sergeant Seubert believes 
this would work best if DOB issued a fine. Sergeant Seubert expressed that by DOB/DOT stepping 
in, it would escalate and handle the issue of no parking for personal use.  Sergeant Seubert said he 
stopped multiple times at the construction site on Graham Ave. He was concerned about workers 
parking their personal cars in designated areas reserved for construction vehicles. However, each 
time the site seemed inactive, and I was unable to talk to any of the workers. He had a similar 
situation with a construction site on Lorimer Street where construction workers were parking in 
the permitted area. They eventually had their permit revoked.  

District Manager Pulgarin asked about a construction site on Manhattan Avenue. They have 
permits for both sides of the street in front of the construction site. However, they park the personal 
cars there and creates a hazardous condition for the school on the block, particularly between 9:00 
am – 3:00 pm. Sergeant was not aware of this problem and will investigate it.  

NYC Parks and Recreation Department: Mr. Arthur Megie representing Mary Salig, Park 
Administration - North Brooklyn: Mr. Megie advised that construction would start in December 
at Berry Playground. District Manager Pulgarin asked if there were any details on the work being 
done at Berry Playground. Mr. Megie stated that no other details were available.  



 

 

NYPD 90th Precinct: Crime Prevention Police Officer Sierra and Sergeant Reilly: Officer Sierra 
stated that the 90th Precinct right now is up in robberies only two for the year to date. It when from 
171 to 173. We are experiencing fewer felony assaults. Grand larcenies are down by 51% and 
burglaries are also down. 

District Manager Pulgarin reported that the Full Board approved a letter to support EBT Cards 
having chips to reduce scams.   

District Manager Pulgarin asked if there are any events scheduled. Officer Sierra related that the 
following events are happening: 

The 90th Precinct will hold 2 events at Swinging Sixties Senior Center, 211 Ainslie Street.  

1. Active Shooter seminar on December 18th  

2. Holiday Safety seminar on December 13th   

NYC Department of the Aging: Ms. Charise Lawrence Government Affairs: Ms. Lawrence 
announced that vouchers for the farmer's market will expire at the end of the month, which also 
marks the end of the farmer's market season. Ms. Lawrence mentioned that it’s open enrollment 
season for Medicare, which will end on December 7th. The Department of the Aging is 
encouraging anyone that has questions about their current plans or wants to be counseled about 
their current plan to call their agent connect number at (212)244-6469.  

Community Board No. 1: District Manager Pulgarin thanked everyone for attending and 
concluded the meeting. The District Manager advised all attendees that the next District Cabinet 
Meeting will be held on Thursday, December 19, 2024.  

  

  

 



From: Salig, Mary (Parks) 
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 10:31 AM
To: BK01 
Subject: FW: Berry Playground - construction start

Good morning,

The full reconstruction of Berry Playground is scheduled to begin 12/3/2024. The playground will be closed for a year to allow for the construction work. 

Please track the progress of the work through the Parks Capital Tracker.

As always, please let me know if you have any questions. 

Best, 

Mary 

Mary Salig-Husain (she/her/hers)

Park Administrator

North Brooklyn Parks 

mailto:bk01@cb.nyc.gov
mailto:bk01@cb.nyc.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nycgovparks.org%2Fplanning-and-building%2Fcapital-project-tracker%2Fproject%2F10253&data=05%7C02%7Cbk01%40cb.nyc.gov%7Cb13b2efafdd14b89b6cf08dd1301181f%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638687617605023669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hMDvSbJMaq8emzr%2FI3j7OXPX5SI1rppUzY7%2BB8yGJUs%3D&reserved=0


From: Customer Service (DSNY) 
 Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2024 4:21 PM
Subject: Service News: When is DSNY Fall Leaf Collection? EVERY WEEK!

When is DSNY Fall Leaf Collection? EVERY WEEK!

Residents No Longer Must Wait for Special Leaf Collection; Leaves Now go with
Compost Every Week on Your Recycling Day

New York City residents no longer must wait for special – and limited – yearly leaf collection.
As curbside composting service is now available to every residential building in every
borough, EVERY resident has leaf collection EVERY week.

City residents wanting to get rid of fallen leaves and other yard waste need only bag or bin the
crunchy waste and set it out for collection on their weekly recycling day, when it will be
collected alongside other compostable materials like food scraps and food-soiled paper
products. Leaves can be placed in a brown compost bin, in a paper leaf/lawn bag, or in a clear
plastic bag.

The city’s curbside composting program – the largest and easiest program in the country –
decreases greenhouse gases, keeps rats away from their food sources, and creates something
useful from material we want to discard. After collection, the leaves, food scraps and food-
soiled paper are turned into renewable energy or finished compost, a soil-additive.

For more information on curbside composting or leaf collection, visit
nyc.gov/curbsidecomposting.

About the New York City Department of Sanitation
The Department of Sanitation (DSNY) keeps New York City clean, safe, and healthy by
collecting, recycling, and disposing of waste, cleaning streets, attacking the scourge of illegal
dumping, and clearing snow and ice. The Department operates 59 district garages and
manages a fleet of more than 2,000 rear-loading collection trucks, 450 mechanical brooms,
705 salt spreaders, and several dozen bike lane operations machines. Under the Adams

mailto:bk01@cb.nyc.gov
mailto:etylerortiz@cb.nyc.gov
mailto:LCastrillon@cb.nyc.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fcurbsidecomposting&data=05%7C02%7CETylerOrtiz%40cb.nyc.gov%7Cc788988be2134897b12208dd0a7419e8%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638678216076249589%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gcDIuGS3CYHCPDIzU6DSVI9qFNN4HtvnAS%2FcjcML2JM%3D&reserved=0
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Administration, the Department is aggressively cleaning more parts of the City than ever
before, including over 1,000 long-ignored areas spread across every neighborhood. With the
highest wintertime uniformed headcount in 20 years, DSNY is more equipped than ever to
remove snow and ice from the approximately 19,000 lane-miles of City streets.



From: Xin-rui at Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 1:30 PM 
To: BK01 (CB)  
Subject: NEW* Affordable housing report for your commitee  

Hi there Community Boards! 

Given the volume of interest regarding Mayor Adams' City of Yes plan, I wanted to bring your 
aten�on to a report we published today. Should you or your boards have follow-up ques�ons 
or further report ideas regarding housing, please feel free to respond to this email, or reach 
out to me personally at xlee@ibo.nyc.gov. 

The report is Inclusionary Housing And City Subsidies -  A Review of Strategies For Creating 
New Affordable Housing From Bloomberg to Adams. It pays par�cular aten�on to the two 
categories of City programs that frequently feature in housing plans. Namely (1) direct city 
subsidies, which provide City funds and financing to developers in exchange for affordable 
units, and (2) inclusionary housing programs, which leverage zoning density bonuses to 
encourage housing development. 

IBO analyzes 14 years of data from the Department of Housing Preserva�on and Development 
(HPD) to examine affordable unit produc�on, City spending on subsidies, and affordability 
levels of housing produced by these City programs. This historical lookback has implica�ons 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F7e9vr9fbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001yh-Lv-SI1rQU1JF0viYAYiEVgFYDb6WIZxF6ICaJVTzKexuWVigT3oSmPY5z-r8Lc2d46OLJILzQcv7LREFW-y-2F8FLdtMrZLgWVwHWboVZ0E8vxCWWlFYv1_H9XtJZjULbvfznVwFvShXZl8U3bQ_2hv4xoGBYNVs1SFkLfntUvGL6MovaekLm1oUQFH0drvxHWIoxlhDqYNkhYfeEn1TOyatq7rHqPxZ6RDkpxPl3jIS3K1K-yOMO9k4VuxmCyEZ-jde0sQZd_W_9lH2igsN0HAASmy5EJIg4Krm01n3HdUMNgxvFxd7POLiK3EvXvvi9xUMDYnGwareJb7czRSBuOOkqHipKUoE-tfXwKFs%3D%26c%3DK6FqCCZVYITjqbFwOKr-BcQgRqJ5vw1mrfkv27Dt48aPNTcJXOqyLA%3D%3D%26ch%3DgOtXk-CIijTm7vbHRS-B7vbQbLb1odbGk2NPHrQKwW3qHXwhxYxK0A%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CETylerOrtiz%40cb.nyc.gov%7C420ebafb2e2547bed5f008dd09a27dd5%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638677315677640614%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZUiDl83kXW%2F3Zwdp8FL%2BniWa19AOu6cGQR2RI4%2BkRZo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:xlee@ibo.nyc.gov
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for understanding the Adams administra�on’s City of Yes for Housing Opportunity which is 
expected to soon be brought to a City Council vote. 

Below are some key takeaways from the report: 

• The Adams administra�on’s signature housing ini�a�ve, City of Yes for Housing
Opportunity, proposes “universal affordability preference” (UAP), which shares
similari�es with exis�ng inclusionary housing programs. UAP would likely need more
funding for City subsidies than prior years in order to be implemented widely and
effec�vely.

• The role of inclusionary housing programs has expanded in crea�ng new units in
recent years. Since the introduc�on of Mandatory Inclusionary Housing in 2017, over
half of new affordable units from City housing programs have received inclusionary
housing benefits.

• Though they are two separate tools, HPD views inclusionary housing programs and
City subsidy programs as working together to meet the City’s affordable housing
goals. In 2022, 79% of City housing subsidies went to developments that also
par�cipated in inclusionary housing.

• Inclusionary housing has produced few deeply affordable units without direct City
subsidies. 28% of units using inclusionary housing alone were deeply affordable,
compared to 53% of units using both City subsidies and inclusionary housing benefits.

·     

• The financing of new construc�on affordable units increased under the de Blasio
administra�on and remain high under the Adams administra�on, while City spending
on affordable housing has fallen slightly since a peak in 2018.

Past coupling of inclusionary housing with city subsidies to incen�vize affordable housing 
development suggests that, if UAP is passed as part of the City of Yes for Housing Opportunity 
plan, future City capital funding will likely be �ed to UAP projects. 



Again, please do not hesitate to reach out, and I hope to hear from your boards soon! 

Sincerely, 

Xin-rui 

Community Engagement Specialist 

Inclusionary Housing And City Subsidies -  A Review of Strategies For Crea�ng New 
Affordable Housing From Bloomberg to Adams 

Read the full report here 

IBO's mission is to enhance understanding of New York City’s budget, 
public policy, and economy through independent analysis. 
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From: Office of Government Relations
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2024 1:28 PM
To: Office of Government Relations, Con Edison  
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Con Edison to Customers: Stay Informed & Alert To Avoid Scams

Con Edison to Customers:
STAY INFORMED, ALERT TO AVOID SCAMS

NEW YORK - As part of International Fraud Awareness Week starting November 17, Con 
Edison is joining forces with more than 150 U.S. and Canadian energy and water 
companies to help protect consumers from fraud. The campaign is spearheaded by Utilities 
United Against Scams, with November 20 recognized as Utility Scam Awareness Day.

Con Edison is urging customers to stay vigilant and learn to identify the tactics scammers 
use to pose as company employees. Scammers often demand personal information, and 
create a sense of urgency to trick their targets.

“As scammers become more sophisticated, we want our customers to know they can 
protect themselves,” said Michael Murphy, Con Edison’s vice president of Customer 
Operations. “If a customer feels pressured to share personal details, the best response is to 
stay calm, recognize that they are being scammed, and refuse to engage.”

Here are signs that the person contacting a Con Edison customer is a scammer:

Scammers call customers and instruct them to buy a pre-paid card. Once the
customer puts money on the card and provides the scammer with the card number,
the scammer steals the money. Con Edison does not accept payment by pre-paid
debit cards, MoneyGram or similar transfers.
Scammers contact customers and demand payment via apps like Cash App, Venmo
and Zelle. Con Edison does not support these platforms for payment. The
company also does not accept payment via PayPal or bitcoin.
Many scammers try to get customers to give up their Con Edison account number,
Social Security number or other personal information. The customer should hang up
and call 1-800-75-CONED or the local police department.

Phone scammers can manipulate caller ID to make it look like the call is coming from a
legitimate Con Edison number.

Once a customer makes a payment, scammers often claim the transaction failed and
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demand additional payments, leading some victims to lose thousands of dollars.
To avoid these scams, customers should always use the approved bill payment
options available on Con Edison’s website.

Some utilities have reported an increase in utility impostor scams through digital methods,
including search engine-related scams. Digital scam tactics include:

Sponsored ads on search engines that lead to an identical - but fake - utility bill
payment page.
QR codes that scammers falsely claim link to a utility payment page.
Texts from a scammer claiming to be a utility representative, with a link to an
impostor payment page.

Con Edison is a subsidiary of Consolidated Edison, Inc. [NYSE: ED], one of the nation’s 
largest investor-owned energy companies, with approximately $15 billion in annual 
revenues for the year-end 2023 and $69 billion in assets as of September 30, 2024. The 
utility delivers electricity, natural gas, and steam, and serves 3.7 million customers in New 
York City and Westchester County. For financial, operations, and customer service 
information, visit conEd.com.
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Congestion Relief Zone tolling begins
January 5.

On November 14, 2024, Gov. Kathy Hochul announced a phased-in
approach to New York’s Congestion Pricing program, which was
previously on pause. Today, the MTA Board approved this plan.
Now, Congestion Relief Zone tolling will begin on Sunday, January 5,
at midnight.

When tolling begins, vehicles entering the Congestion Relief Zone in
Manhattan—local streets and avenues at or below 60 Street—will be
charged a toll.

The toll amount will depend on the type of vehicle, time of day,
whether any crossing credits apply, and the method of payment. For
example, passenger vehicles with E-ZPass entering the Congestion
Relief Zone at 60 Street will be charged $9 in the peak period and
$2.25 overnight, once daily. Visit our website for more details on toll
rates.

E-ZPass is the best and cheapest way to pay the toll. Most drivers

From: MTA Office of the Congestion Relief Zone
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2024 2:03 PM
To: BK01 (CB) 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Congestion Relief Zone tolling begins January 5

Get the details on toll rates.
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will be able to pay with their existing E-ZPass tag and account.

If you already have an E-ZPass account, make sure it is up to date
with your current license plate number as this will be needed for
appropriate discounts, exemptions, and crossing credits.

If you do not have an account, you can sign up for one on the E-
ZPass website.
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From: Government Relations (Parks)
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2024 12:15 PM
To: Government Relations (Parks) 
Subject: Parks Greenways and Drives Input Tool

Dear Friends,

NYC Parks is excited to announce our NYC Parks E-Pilot Map Input Tool! We are asking for park
users to share thoughts on their experiences on NYC Parks' greenways and drives, especially
related to the flow of bikes, e-bikes, e-scooters, pedestrians, or other park users, to improve
conditions on these shared facilities.

As a valued partner of NYC Parks, we appreciate your help in sharing our input tool with your
networks to help us gather as much feedback as possible. 

Share your thoughts on the conditions of greenways and drives in parks! Use our input
tool (available in various languages through the translate feature).

As we move into the second year of our NYC Parks Electric Micromobility Pilot, we are looking
to gain additional insights, test new methods for e-micromobility management, and expand
efforts to prevent heavier vehicles like mopeds from entering parks. The feedback from our input
tool will help us create better experiences and manage the flow of traffic on greenways and park
drives. 

As parks are shared spaces, Parks expects all park users to be considerate of others, and operate
their bikes, e-bikes, e-scooters, roller skates, or any other legal devices in a safe manner –
especially on drives and greenways, which see a variety of uses and speeds. The pilot allows the
same bicycles, e-bikes, and e-scooters that are legal to operate in NYC streets to also operate on
park drives, such as the Central Park and Prospect Park loops, and greenways, such as the
Manhattan Waterfront Greenway. These are spaces where bicycles are already permitted in
parks. Class 1, 2, and 3 e-bikes, as well as lighter-weight e-scooters, are already allowed to
operate on NYC streets and in bike lanes, and are allowed in parks as part of the pilot. The pilot
does not allow any electric micromobility devices to be ridden on pedestrian paths, and does not
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From: Sanchez, Sandra (FDNY)
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2024 8:15 AM
Subject: FDNY Brush Fire Safety Education Tips

FDNY Brush Fire Safety Education Tips

Brush fires can happen anywhere. While many think of brush fires as more common in dry,
rural areas, the City’s parks, greenways and other vegetated spaces can also be susceptible to
fire, especially during prolonged periods of dry weather. 

With the recent rise in brush fires, the FDNY is urging all residents to stay informed and
prepared, as these fires can be highly dangerous and spread rapidly in dry conditions. Below
are essential safety tips to ensure New Yorkers help reduce the risk of these incidents:

Help Reduce the Risk:

· Avoid outdoor burning, including campfires, bonfires, and any other open
flames

· Grilling is banned in New York City parks while drought conditions persist

· If you smoke outdoors, be mindful and always dispose of cigarette butts and
matches properly

· Stay on designated trails when enjoying our parks to protect surrounding
vegetation and reduce the risk of accidental fires

· Remember, fireworks are illegal across New York City

· Remove litter and any excessive brush or leaves from sidewalks abutting
residences and businesses.

Stay vigilant and help keep our community safe. To learn more safety tips please the share

following link Brush Fires - FDNY Smart. 
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NYC Department of Transportation 
Office of the Brooklyn Borough Commissioner 

November 14, 2024 
Johana Pulgarin 
District Manager,Community Board 1 
435 Graham Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11211 

Dear Johana Pulgarin: 

We are happy to inform you that an Open Streets location has been approved in your district. 
New York City’s Open Streets program transforms streets into public space open to all. These 
transformations allow for a range of activities that promote economic development, support 
schools, and provide new ways for New Yorkers to enjoy cultural programming and build 
community. For more information about the program, visit the program’s website at 
nyc.gov/openstreets. 

The Open Street is located on PENN STREET from WILLIAMSBURG STREET EAST to 
WYTHE AVENUE and operates on the dates, days and times listed in the tables below. It is a 
Full Closure - Schools type of Open Street. The Department of Transportation will work Central 
UTA, the agency’s community partner, on the safe and successful execution of this Open Street 
location.  

Start Date End Date 
Thursday, January 2, 2025 Wednesday, December 31, 2025 

Days of The Week Start Time End Time 
Monday 13:00 14:30 
Tuesday 13:00 14:30 

Wednesday 13:00 14:30 
Thursday 13:00 14:30 

Friday N/A N/A 
Saturday N/A N/A 
Sunday 13:00 14:30 

From the date of this notification, your office will have 45 days to offer any comments to the 
Department of Transportation for this Open Street location.   

Location or program feedback can be directed to my office by calling 646-892-1350. 

Thank You, 

Keith Bray 
Brooklyn Borough Commissioner 



 

From: NYS Department of Public Service  
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2024 3:35 PM 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Important Informa�on Regarding Winter Preparedness  

  

CAUTION! EXTERNAL SENDER. Never click on links or open atachments if sender is unknown, and never 
provide user ID or password. If suspicious, report this email by hi�ng the Phish Alert Buton. If the 
buton is unavailable or you are on a mobile device, forward as an atachment to phish@o�.nyc.gov. 

 

 

 

  

 

Take the Chill out of  
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftvzw8txab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001HuSM8KgugFMHBzLLveQNWEV-qbjFjwAv33UqjETUp5Nl8RLeQE2ffIE3eJ-h3RHdxLQvzKGtxm-Rmz0VuBgsFNpSjIFq26oBKmXRUHgsRaod4TRiNnuRWoaxPhrEmagheA85q4h9z0Uv9gOkI_92wI7Kpl7ZV2Yxk38EskIsO9Ar4w4V1xo052c2ndknCWka82-qi5mc74qFJGnw6tkrhv8ZblSYJfIlhH73_dSxHC4%3D%26c%3DL6vtjGZDhfSsXGk-ariPD5-dLn0pr2NIHi-9e58D7b3IYN6wwj8aFQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D-4e098MXAyNpQjnmTDJHs7hNlu_nws4wS627RBMsPB97-qR3lgBDMw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CETylerOrtiz%40cb.nyc.gov%7Ccd3c2d6019d0465585d408dd04f197a7%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638672157867611310%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XQe7%2BLutydLE3l%2B%2FlHgY3OdhU6CYtybUPCcAb6KGsbg%3D&reserved=0


Winter Energy Bills 

Energy affordability is a serious concern for many New Yorkers. In addi�on, winter bills may 
be par�cularly hard on vulnerable New Yorkers such as the elderly and households with 
fixed or low incomes since energy use can o�en be higher during hea�ng months. 

 

Heading into each winter season, the New York State Department of Public Service (DPS) 
prepares an outreach and educa�on campaign designed to help consumers manage their 
energy bills while staying warm and safe during the cold weather months. We encourage 
consumers to take simple, low-cost energy savings measures to reduce energy use and to 
consider bill payment op�ons and financial assistance programs to help manage energy 
costs.  

 

Please help me share and promote our winter preparedness outreach and educa�on 
messages and materials. Together, we can ensure consumers will be informed of steps they 
can take and the programs they can par�cipate in to reduce their energy use and help 
control bills this winter. Our campaign includes: 

 

• A webpage dedicated to winter preparedness informa�on at 
www.dps.ny.gov/winter  

• Virtual "one-stop-shopping" workshops 

• Mul�-agency In-Person Energy Fairs about resources available to help consumers 
this winter season 

• Free publica�ons related to the upcoming winter season 

 

Please scroll below for more details. 

 

Sincerely, 

Richard Berkley 

Consumer Advocate and Director 

Office of Consumer Services   
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WINTER ENERGY WORKSHOPS 

 

You are invited to atend “one-stop shopping” virtual workshops for consumer leaders and 
service organiza�ons on November 21, 2024, and January 9, 2025, that include 
presenta�ons from the following state agencies: Department of Public Service, Energy 
Research and Development Authority, Housing and Community Renewal, Office for the 
Aging, Power Authority, and Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance.  

 

Topics include:  

• Energy Affordability and Financial Assistance  

• Weatheriza�on Programs 

• Energy Efficiency 

• Services for Older Adults 

• Consumer Rights and Protec�ons  

 

Below is informa�on about joining a virtual workshop. Registra�on is not required but 
encouraged so the webinar can be added to your electronic calendar. We have also 
included a link to a downloadable Winter Workshop flyer you can share with colleagues 
and other organiza�ons that may find the topics helpful. 

 

Winter Energy Workshop Flyer  

 

 

Join a Virtual Winter Energy Workshop 

 

NOVEMBER 21, 2024 

 

 JANUARY 9, 2024 

 

 

Register Here  

 

Or Visit MEETNY-GOV.WEBEX.COM  

Access Code: 2825 466 7150 

 

Register Here  

 

Or Visit MEETNY-GOV.WEBEX.COM 

Access Code: 2831 015 3016 
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Password: Nov21-10am 

 

Phone Only-Access: 

1-929-251-9612 

Access Code: 2825 466 7150 

Password: 66821010 

 

Password: Jan9-1pm 

 

Phone Only-Access: 

1-929-251-9612 

Access Code: 2831 015 3016 

Password: 52690176 

 
 

  

Winter Preparedness Webpage 

 

The Department’s winter preparedness webpage has valuable resources for consumers 
such as controlling hea�ng costs, consumer protec�ons, energy efficiency and winter 
safety, as well as links to state and u�lity financial assistance programs. 

 

Consider adding our winter preparedness webpage URL to your website and sharing it with 
your cons�tuents. 

 

    www.dps.ny.gov/winter 
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Please download and share our Spanish 
and English Winter Preparedness flyer, 
Winter Preparedness Flyer which 
includes a QR code that opens directly 
to our webpage. Consider placing it in 
high traffic areas. 

• Place it in a physical loca�on
like your office lobby area.

• Hand it out at exhibi�ng events
or place on your table.

• Include it in digital or physical
mailings to your community.

Order DPS Winter Publica�ons 

DPS winter-related publica�ons are available free of charge. Printed copies can be ordered 
by using the online or downloadable order forms linked below. You can also visit our 
publica�ons webpage to download digital copies and /or capture URLs to share on your 
website. We encourage you to distribute these publica�ons by placing them in high traffic 
areas in your community.  

Ordering Print Copies: 

Order Online Printable Order Form 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftvzw8txab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001HuSM8KgugFMHBzLLveQNWEV-qbjFjwAv33UqjETUp5Nl8RLeQE2ffIE3eJ-h3RHdgPtoJ659tblvm7xT3PaSRR-ssyTjZ2E86EfMJtZ7bif_1X5XRrhwH64ADbmFrah5tcU8IVBgB0bLK9yMoa0qbjcVcihGtNSQEoODoQlkMZPXWJ8V7LDUa8ZNfGZPi6zwvE0iw-2qZaYjfazrEQ-eEyxPvDSSj7bmqysPR8FbCao%3D%26c%3DL6vtjGZDhfSsXGk-ariPD5-dLn0pr2NIHi-9e58D7b3IYN6wwj8aFQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D-4e098MXAyNpQjnmTDJHs7hNlu_nws4wS627RBMsPB97-qR3lgBDMw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CETylerOrtiz%40cb.nyc.gov%7Ccd3c2d6019d0465585d408dd04f197a7%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638672157867734336%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZeLOza%2FKtLzlKCqMGHiJg8r9ToP6jCngdx83gaT7qPE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftvzw8txab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001HuSM8KgugFMHBzLLveQNWEV-qbjFjwAv33UqjETUp5Nl8RLeQE2ffJ5c59NHOOvwfdnjeaF_jzbdjYeJ2iT2OTh-fCrEf-ehDIhsnjOv-K9yRerZuvWf0NPdW_9qq2zrst9cGB9lQnv-gaTcw4T0CSpj8nudegp1ZUY8p4EHm2Y%3D%26c%3DL6vtjGZDhfSsXGk-ariPD5-dLn0pr2NIHi-9e58D7b3IYN6wwj8aFQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D-4e098MXAyNpQjnmTDJHs7hNlu_nws4wS627RBMsPB97-qR3lgBDMw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CETylerOrtiz%40cb.nyc.gov%7Ccd3c2d6019d0465585d408dd04f197a7%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638672157867761837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QRW5M7Uua3xMRkfyRD0FEx4uPxjylE5arJNCsdtMDB0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftvzw8txab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001HuSM8KgugFMHBzLLveQNWEV-qbjFjwAv33UqjETUp5Nl8RLeQE2ffITWeUQXHnMbNEZ0JIJm4GW0yq0TVF1jBGXe3TnjoqQ3HZ2fl4aRvQtETjrf6jq8hWx7aQPCRNozJR2EJXw5meUOyCHzh-5ntK_ZD_kcNh2TXz622NzDU2z4BtxnFTTsbsEzSlX9i229HLiLrTH4NkXkhiiObh4vkg%3D%3D%26c%3DL6vtjGZDhfSsXGk-ariPD5-dLn0pr2NIHi-9e58D7b3IYN6wwj8aFQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D-4e098MXAyNpQjnmTDJHs7hNlu_nws4wS627RBMsPB97-qR3lgBDMw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CETylerOrtiz%40cb.nyc.gov%7Ccd3c2d6019d0465585d408dd04f197a7%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638672157867775072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hpZUYnGco3Z21TCLkUv3cSKSFDMattLcrUBWesi%2FPfU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftvzw8txab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001HuSM8KgugFMHBzLLveQNWEV-qbjFjwAv33UqjETUp5Nl8RLeQE2ffIE3eJ-h3RHdwhuAoO9O17dStyz03NrRYPyJSJS8PSafT5sqJ8wNICGTY0JOIDbhjbv9DgmqjUpnb_0LW8G_m9zxvQy1kBgFRjQbi07e8Fzp3zhTEjISISsZHqBy_SZsbV2EDKxfs8W1FRQORrG0j9p0Cw_Nx1NEoTEGK7N-vZHSggRbP4vaHOA%3D%26c%3DL6vtjGZDhfSsXGk-ariPD5-dLn0pr2NIHi-9e58D7b3IYN6wwj8aFQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D-4e098MXAyNpQjnmTDJHs7hNlu_nws4wS627RBMsPB97-qR3lgBDMw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CETylerOrtiz%40cb.nyc.gov%7Ccd3c2d6019d0465585d408dd04f197a7%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638672157867787593%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gFQtD42TEuhs5TZ4bhg%2FntbMio9XdZ%2BAIDysoe%2F8lmE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftvzw8txab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001HuSM8KgugFMHBzLLveQNWEV-qbjFjwAv33UqjETUp5Nl8RLeQE2ffJI2kq8tUEHtZqoBEOjYP8ZsLCsh16Z-GX6zVsdj69WFVmAh1lwB85mj4zgopCAoM1wNrQGF-EOo9xofldfcPKQLdA5PU5Rr27c0vBhKfw7J_tUi5XCKiOnw6XROEd61CpCgrcqx9lkXFZKrsgtFPHMYuGzvnV2TnHqLg_8372deNBELuTbBAFrQUEdCopEWTg%3D%3D%26c%3DL6vtjGZDhfSsXGk-ariPD5-dLn0pr2NIHi-9e58D7b3IYN6wwj8aFQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D-4e098MXAyNpQjnmTDJHs7hNlu_nws4wS627RBMsPB97-qR3lgBDMw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CETylerOrtiz%40cb.nyc.gov%7Ccd3c2d6019d0465585d408dd04f197a7%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638672157867748168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DNmqEL1weTS92G4TVnjwDQD8QEbqpJZUjVYqv9kHI9E%3D&reserved=0


From: The City of New York  
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2024 1:43 PM
To: BK01 (CB) 
Subject: We need your help for HOPE 2025!

On the night of Tuesday, January 28th, 2025, DSS-HRA-DHS will conduct its annual
Homeless Outreach Population Estimate (HOPE) Survey

                  

HOPE 2024

Dear Colleagues,

We need your help!

On the night of Tuesday, January 28th, 2025, DSS-HRA-DHS will conduct its
annual Homeless Outreach Population Estimate (HOPE) Survey, a point-in-time
survey undertaken each winter that helps the City estimate the number of New
Yorkers experiencing unsheltered homelessness on one of the coldest nights of
the year. The results gathered through this survey provide the City with valuable
information that helps better inform the allocation of resources to address
homelessness in New York City. This is the 20th annual HOPE survey, and we
hope you can join us for this special night!

We need your help to conduct this survey by canvassing streets, subways, and
other public spaces. Volunteers are needed from approximately 10:00 p.m. to
4:00 a.m. on the night of January 28th. Just a few hours of your time will help us
in our ongoing efforts to support New Yorkers experiencing unsheltered
homelessness and encourage them to take that first important step to come off
the streets and subways and accept the vital services and supports they need
and deserve. New York City has one of the most comprehensive outreach
programs in the nation, with outreach workers canvassing the five boroughs

mailto:etylerortiz@cb.nyc.gov
mailto:bk01@cb.nyc.gov


24/7, and the City has heavily invested in specialized beds with robust services 
for this population. Thanks to the aggressive expansion of these resources, the 
City has been able to connect nearly 2,400 New Yorkers who were living 
unsheltered on city streets and subways to subsidized permanent housing.  
Your participation in HOPE will help us build on that progress.

As we work to address unsheltered homelessness across our city, one person 
at a time, this is a great opportunity to participate in an extraordinary citywide 
effort. If you have volunteered before, I encourage you to sign up again. If you 
have yet to experience how truly rewarding a night of HOPE can be, I invite you 
to join us for the first time. As I mentioned above, New York City has been 
conducting the HOPE survey for 20 years, and  New York City's  methodology 
has been recognized as the gold standard for this type of survey across the 
nation. While we work to address the systemic roots of homelessness, the help 
we can provide to every individual New Yorker with the resources we have right 
now still matters immensely, and participating in HOPE helps us do that more 
effectively, as well as gauging our progress.

Compensatory time may be available to you for participating – consult with your 
Agency and supervisor to see if this applies.

Please visit nyc.gov/hope to learn more and to register. Your participation is 
essential to helping us address the challenge of homelessness and support 
some of our City's most vulnerable residents as they get back on their feet.

Thank you,

Molly Wasow Park
Commissioner
Department of Social Services

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu15675926.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.Ur1aKZIwRQg2iYotHrtsHbKG7ZXs4TtK99UAInYmNDvIzdXLqxXHzC2zsF20Xigj4mDE_-2FNnObpyQeRDhNDWGbaFNQxTEj2W-2B5gwHOZgC6xnYmlPAJAToZxsh4vCQS8Tn2mFab6PD3vwK9hScuTbrJ6GruQODRqzFRFnQUua83uSIeLCschrDJQ-2FrXo9HxpHNpTPXOlXWca-2FlY0hNYVXgJ1v7bzeJQm1gB4UXcDPw45YjYkDDbD9xUPqVYjhEHFl5-2B7-2F81kRF3rDor7xZYeKG403rPB-2FZ8aoLSx7Hjxhla7Pu5F3MRPccCdyyvXcl374r13-2FBTzIRvhDieDWsr2jHavqDj6esH6tHemd1V3B6MceaK1ByXtPjBJ0hBMJJ-2BOcgw1CMTaThpQ2Nsh0KNHwDd-2BeE14F-2FbzL7VN0BTCc6kAaUGbo9DHegPuTvWMfRty9k2ao4rmIfxwfwg1lFQjP3yOOXPRGrPuRFpOw9nr8GGgNaoGXxrpfO7Q7pq5ZnG-2BzCV11c&data=05%7C02%7Cbk01%40cb.nyc.gov%7Ce04fcd67502c49d96d4208dd12f63c9b%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638687570961134259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iCK1SthC1fjoyycvaxnGx1wsA1pfvybCVah2kj8kvAo%3D&reserved=0


F A L L  2 0 2 4

THE NEW YORK
CITY BUDGET



The Independent Budget Office
is a nonpartisan City agency
providing data driven fiscal
and policy insights into how
New York City's government
and services operate. 

What is IBO?
IBO provides charter mandated
reports in alignment with major
budget actions and answers
questions from Council
Members and the public. 

What do we do?

O U R  R O L E



Testimonies at City Council hearings to present our data findings
Some recent hearings our analysts have testified at include on Int. 991-B to License Hotel regarding Consumer
and Worker Protection, and  IBO’s Research and Fiscal Projections for NYC Legal Cannabis Market

Presentations  & general resources to teach New Yorkers about the
budget, and how to participate
We’ve hosted Budget 101 presentations for community boards and other organizations, created a video series on
Demystifying the School Budget for Community Education Councils and will begin delivering one-off NYC Budget
Basics classes to High School students.

Reports that answer questions from Council Members & the public
In addition to the three charter-mandated reports, IBO policy analysts publish dozens of reports throughout the
year on subjects including Education, healthcare, city agency staffing and more. 

Three Charter-mandated reports projecting the City’s revenues and
expenditures, published in alignment with the City’s budget timeline

O U R  W O R K

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwBEHQAHc8Q&list=PL8246iZW4MGO_iZTZ1YSxhdyefQEBv-5J


CITY
BUDGET
BASICS



T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  N Y C ’ S  B U D G E T S

Creating the City’s budget is a process in which many city policy
decisions are made and where policy objectives are articulated and
implemented in concrete terms.  Budgets are a blueprint for... 

Expenditures -  How the city government will
spend money on services and infrastructure 
 Revenues  - How much money the city will
receive
 Balancing the budget



Mayoralty/Office of
Management & Budget: 
Draft and Propose
financial plans to City
Council. Manage city
budget and oversee
agency activities. 

Independent
Budget Office:
Independently
analyzes the budget
and policy decisions
of NYC.

City Council:
Negotiate with Mayor
then approve the
budget before June 30.
Holds public hearings to
scrutinize and
understand the financial
plans.  

Comptroller:
Audits actual spending
and compiles Annual
Comprehensive
Financial Report (ACFR). 

Financial Control Board:
Review and oversight with
respect to the financial
management of NYC. 

P R I M A R Y  B U D G E T  A C T O R S

Less likely to interact with

More likely to interact with



NYC Fiscal Year begins
The NYC Fiscal Year begins on July
1st and ends on June 30th

Adopted Budget published
before June 30th
Finalizes fiscal year after updating to
reflect Council initiatives

1st Quarter Plan
Progress report on current fiscal
year (which began on July 1st)

IBO 1st Quarter
Plan Report

T H E  N Y C  B U D G E T  T I M E L I N E

Each community board hosts
public hearings to review the
Adopted Budget
Testimonies from the public
and CBOs are collected for
community Needs Statements

Needs Statement
Due November 1st

IBO Executive
Budget Report

Preliminary Budget
Brings upcoming fiscal year
(beginning on July 1st) into
balance.

Executive Budget
Update on Preliminary Budget to
reflect changes in the state budget

IBO Preliminary
Budget Report

Enacted NY State Budget 
Required by law to be published
before April 1st

New Community
Board Members
are appointed
around April
Serve for 2 years

Preliminary
Budget
adjustment
recommendations
due March 1st

DECNOVJUL OCT JAN APR JUN

Community Board
Members  Recess
JULY 1st to
AUGUST 31st



B U D G E T S  V S .  P L A N S / P R O G R A M S / S T R A T E G I E S

Budgets (1 year, binding) Plans/Programs/Strategies (multi-year, “drafts”) 

Operating Budget (“Program Budget” or “Expense &
Revenue Budget”) is for 1 year at a time. It is a binding
commitment to a level of appropriations for a particular
Fiscal Year. As of October 2024, the 2025 budget is the
current budget, and 2026 is the budget to be approved by
June 30, 2025. 

Financial Plan is published with the Operating Budget
and contains projections for the “out years”. The most
recent financial plan (2024 Executive Plan) presents information
on 2025 through 2030. 

Capital Budget funds physical infrastructure for either
government infrastructure or public use (roads,
bridges, libraries, etc.). While these have a long-term focus,
the Capital Budget is for 1 year. 

Capital Program is like the capital version of the Financial Plan:
it provides a multiyear plan detailing the funds needed for the
current year and next three or four fiscal years.  Ten-Year
Capital Strategy is issued every other April with the physical
infrastructure plans for the next decade. 



DSNY  Total Budget: 
$1,947B 

UA 107 - Snow Budget PS:
$46.7M

OC 048 Overtime

Uniformed Forces: 

$30.4M

C A U T I O N :  T H E  B U D G E T  D O E S N ’ T  H A V E  I T  A L L . . .

Some data are more readily available and more detailed than others, and some city
agencies provide more granular looks at budget items than others. For example...

The DSNY budget provides the
total expenditure allocated to
Overtime for Uniformed Forces
for snow removal in the city, but
does not provide the break down
by district or borough.

In contrast, you are able to see the Cleaning and Collection
expenditure for uniformed personnel by district.



K E Y  O F F I C E S

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
(OMB)

Find city budgets by type and agency
Glossary of Terms you will see in the NYC
budget

DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING 
(DCP)

Your District’s Needs Statement will be
submitted to DCP, then subsequently
distributed to the appropriate city agency
Website has resources like zoning
explainers and data, district profiles,
application process walkthroughs

https://www.nyc.gov/site/omb/about/mission-statement.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/omb/publications/description-of-all-publications.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/planning/index.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/planning/zoning/about-zoning.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/planning/zoning/about-zoning.page
https://communityprofiles.planning.nyc.gov/


K E Y  O F F I C E S  C O N T .

YOUR BOROUGH PRESIDENT’S OFFICE
Provides training for new board members
Advocates for the needs of your community

COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE
Conducts audits
Reports and resources

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT COMMISSION (CEC)
Provides trainings and resources
Hosts programs such as The People’s Money
where community members can submit
ideas for the capital budget now till
November 22nd, 2024

INDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFICE
Nonpartisan source of NYC budget
forecasting

FY2025 Budget Reports
Data reporting on crucial city topics such as

Education
Sanitation
Criminal Justice
and many more

Budget basics i.e. resources on navigating
the NYC budget
Follow-along video series on navigating
school budgets

https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/
https://www.nyc.gov/site/civicengagement/our-programs/community-boards.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/civicengagement/our-programs/participatory-budgeting.page
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/publicationsAnnuals.html#fy25
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/publicschool.html
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/publicationsEICB.html#sanitation
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/publicationsSocialCommunity.html#criminaljustice
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/publications.html
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/budgetbasics.html
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/budgetbasics.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwBEHQAHc8Q


S O U R C E S  O F  F U N D I N G  F O R  Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

City Agencies - Outside of submitting your District’s Needs Statements, community members can
reach out to the particular agency relevant to their particular community needs. Pay attention to
what programs the agency is funding in your district, and see if they can align with your requests.
Council Member Discretionary – Funding that is designated from sources that are specific to the
Council District. (Local, Youth, Aging, Anti-Poverty & Community Safety)
Speaker Funding – Funding designated by the Speaker, typically at the request or from the support
of a Council Member(s), Delegation or Caucus. 
Member Designated Initiatives – Initiatives with a specific purpose and guidelines that are equally
split and designated by each Council Member. (CASA, A Greener NYC, Food Pantries, Digital
Inclusion & Literacy, Cultural Immigrant, Parks Equity, NYC Cleanup, Support Our Seniors &
Neighborhood Development) 
City-Wide Initiatives - Initiatives created to address different needs across the city. These
initiatives are typically designated by a specific committee or approved by the Council as a whole.
Borough-wide Initiative – Funding that is designated by a Borough Delegation.

View existing funding requests to council members

https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/community/city-council-discretionary-funding.page
https://rnd.council.nyc.gov/expense_funding/


FISCAL
YEAR
2025
BUDGET



E X P E N D I T U R E S :  W H E R E  T H E  M O N E Y  I S  G O I N G

($ in Millions)



R E V E N U E S :  W H E R E  T H E  M O N E Y  I S  C O M I N G  F R O M

($ in Millions)



E X P E N D I T U R E S :  W H E R E  T H E  M O N E Y  I S  G O I N G

FY25 Adopted Expense Budget
($ in millions)

$20,294 Expenditures on
Social Services

$32,673 Expenditures
on Education

$1,991 Expenditures on
Housing



S I G N  U P  F O R  O U R  N E W S L E T T E R  A T  WWW . I B O . N Y C . N Y . U S

Thank you!
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Dear Friends, 
 
I’m excited to share my latest op-ed, where I outline solu�ons to a problem that every New Yorker knows all 
too well: the overwhelming presence of scaffolding and sidewalk sheds in our city. 

 

As you stroll through our neighborhoods, you’ll undoubtedly see sidewalk sheds that have been there for 
years. They obstruct pedestrian access, s�fle small businesses, exacerbate public safety issues, and diminish 
the beauty of our communi�es. 

 

That’s why I’ve introduced three bills as part of a larger legisla�ve package with my colleagues, designed to 
cut through the red tape and reform this system: 

 

Intro. 661 would create penal�es for property owners who fail to apply for corresponding work permits within 
6 months of installing a sidewalk shed, penal�es for failure to complete facade work, and set other �me limits. 

 

Intro. 660 would increase the required level of ligh�ng under sidewalk sheds to 90 lumens per wat or greater. 
It would also require that ligh�ng under sidewalk sheds be provided specifically by LED lights. 

 

Intro. 659 would establish heightened design standards for scaffolding in public parks and playgrounds. 

 
Thank you for reading and sharing my op-ed about how this policy shi� would benefit our community. 

 

https://mailchi.mp/council/bottcher-8791220?e=b51185c5db
https://us5.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=844a25c711b6888f1ae456ee4&id=319492e664&e=b51185c5db
https://nyc.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=844a25c711b6888f1ae456ee4&id=6918668fdf
https://www.ourtownny.com/news/reach-for-the-sky-new-scaffold-bills-call-for-50-boost-in-height-and-new-led-lighting-JB2443902
https://nyc.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6584106&GUID=0A7C8911-8F86-4D48-82A2-51F28CE9B2C2&G=2FD004F1-D85B-4588-A648-0A736C77D6E3&Options=ID|Text|&Search=661
https://nyc.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6584105&GUID=19A103AE-D0BD-4CCC-8425-5FA1BFDFB466&G=2FD004F1-D85B-4588-A648-0A736C77D6E3&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=660
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6584104&GUID=CD067BA8-8478-433E-89A1-4FAC2E1326E7&Options=ID%7CText%7COther%7C&Search=shed
BK01A
Sticky Note



To read the op-ed, click here or scroll down below. 
 
Yours in service, 

 

 

Erik Botcher 

New York City Council Member 
District 3 

 

 

Op-Ed | Shed the Sheds: Reforming Sidewalk Scaffolding in New York City 

by Council Member Erik Botcher 

October 24, 2024 

 

If you were to approach a New Yorker on the street and ask what bothers them about the city, the prevalence 
of scaffolding and sidewalk sheds would probably be high on their list. With nearly 400 miles of public 
sidewalks covered by these structures, New York City stands alone in its reliance on this outdated prac�ce. 
This is emblema�c of failed policy decisions that priori�ze short-term solu�ons over the long-term wellbeing 
of our communi�es, and it’s �me we confront this issue head-on. 

 

https://www.amny.com/opinion/reforming-sidewalk-scaffolding-in-new-york-city/
https://www.amny.com/opinion/reforming-sidewalk-scaffolding-in-new-york-city/


 

Scaffolding has become a permanent fixture on our streets, obstruc�ng pedestrian access, s�fling small 
businesses, exacerba�ng public safety issues, and diminishing the beauty of our urban landscape. This 
pervasive presence is not just an inconvenience; it represents a fundamental flaw in how we manage 
construc�on and building safety. In contrast, other ci�es have successfully navigated these challenges with 
more effec�ve regula�ons, proving that we can do beter. 

 

To address this pressing issue, a number of colleagues and I have introduced City Council legisla�on to reduce 
the prevalence of sidewalk sheds and improve them when they’re necessary. Three of my bills are part of this 
legisla�ve package, and I’m hopeful that we will pass them so that New Yorkers will get relief. 

 

I’ve introduced legisla�on that will impose �me limits on property owners who erect scaffolding. Intro. 
661 will require that Department of Buildings permits are pulled and that work is completed within 6 months 
of installing the sidewalk shed, in addi�on to other benchmarks, ensuring that our streets are not prohibited 
by prolonged construc�on projects.  The Department of Buildings will be required to communicate any 
expected delay in distribu�ng the work permits. Some scaffolding is up for many years because irresponsible 
property owners aren’t taking the steps necessary to do the facade work. By establishing clear deadlines, with 
extensions given only when the property owner is making a good faith effort to complete the work, we can 
encourage efficiency and accountability, ul�mately restoring the accessibility and charm of our public 
sidewalks. 

 

https://nyc.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6584106&GUID=0A7C8911-8F86-4D48-82A2-51F28CE9B2C2&G=2FD004F1-D85B-4588-A648-0A736C77D6E3&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=661
https://nyc.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6584106&GUID=0A7C8911-8F86-4D48-82A2-51F28CE9B2C2&G=2FD004F1-D85B-4588-A648-0A736C77D6E3&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=661
https://www.amny.com/opinion/reforming-sidewalk-scaffolding-in-new-york-city/


Insufficient ligh�ng beneath sidewalk scaffolding not only creates an atmosphere of unease but can also lead 
to accidents and public safety issues. I introduced Intro. 660, which would improve ligh�ng standards for 
scaffolding. Ligh�ng technology has advanced beyond outdated fluorescent glass bulbs that are dim and not 
environmentally friendly. By requiring the installa�on of LED lights with higher lumens per wat, we can 
ensure these areas are well-lit and safe for pedestrians at all �mes while also saving energy. Bright, efficient 
ligh�ng will foster a more invi�ng atmosphere beneath the structures that have become so common 
throughout our city. 

 

Scaffolding can be par�cularly harmful in public parks and playgrounds, which is why put I forward Intro. 659, 
which would establish heightened design standards for scaffolding in these spaces. A prime example of the 
need for this legisla�on can be found at Mathews-Palmer Playground, where scaffolding has obscured the 
basketball court for over five years. This ongoing obstruc�on not only deprives our youth of vital recrea�onal 
space, but it also serves as a stark reminder of how ineffec�ve policies can undermine community 
engagement and wellbeing. This legisla�ve change will help beau�fy our neighborhoods and maintain the 
integrity of our public spaces. 

 

Government needs to take a more ac�ve interest in addressing problems that subtract from the quality of life 
for New Yorkers. By addressing issues that impact daily living, like sidewalk obstruc�ons, we can create a more 
livable and vibrant urban environment. Focusing on these essen�al aspects not only enhances residents' well-
being but also fosters community engagement and pride, ul�mately contribu�ng to a healthier, more dynamic 
New York City. 

 

The �me for change is now. Let us work together to reclaim our streets from the shadows of scaffolding and 
sidewalk sheds, and create an urban environment that reflects the spirit and vitality of our great city. 

 

Erik Bottcher represents the neighborhoods of West Village, Chelsea and Hell’s Kitchen in the City Council. 

 

Click here to read and share. 

 

  

I would love to be connected with you on social media! Please give me a follow so we can keep you 
apprised of our work in real time: 

  
 

 

 

https://nyc.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6584105&GUID=19A103AE-D0BD-4CCC-8425-5FA1BFDFB466&G=2FD004F1-D85B-4588-A648-0A736C77D6E3&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=660
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6584104&GUID=CD067BA8-8478-433E-89A1-4FAC2E1326E7&Options=ID%7CText%7COther%7C&Search=shed
https://www.amny.com/opinion/reforming-sidewalk-scaffolding-in-new-york-city/
https://www.facebook.com/erikbottchercitycouncil
https://twitter.com/ebottcher


Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:02 AM
Subject: NYC Ferry Sustainability Announcements

Good morning,

We are very excited to share that EDC, joining DOT and DCAS, is committing to sustainability 
across the NYC Ferry fleet. 

To start, the Staten Island Ferry and NYC Ferry will begin testing the use of renewable diesel 
fuel, a petroleum-free alternative to traditional diesel fuel. Renewable diesel reduces carbon 
emissions by 60 percent or more and its use in the ferries will help millions of annual riders 
navigate the city's waterways in a more sustainable way.

NYC Ferry will also launch a short-term plan to upgrade engines on thirteen 350-passenger 
vessels, ensuring that all its large boats in the fleet meet this Tier IV engine standards.

NYC Ferry is also looking towards a long-term plan of operating with zero emissions. To 
support that effort, this study will begin the development of a plan to transition NYC Ferry to 
zero emissions vessels focusing on two areas: the vessels and changes to shoreside 
infrastructure necessary to support their operation. We will assess the different zero 
emissions technologies available on the market today and look at how those might work, or 
not work, with our current service. The study will kick off this fall and is expected to be 
complete by late 2025.

To learn more, please check out the press release below and feel free to reach out with any 
questions:   https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2024/renewable-diesel.shtml

All the best,

Assistant Vice President, Government & Community Relations
New York City Economic Development Corporation

mailto:bk01@cb.nyc.gov
mailto:LCastrillon@cb.nyc.gov
mailto:etylerortiz@cb.nyc.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ferry.nyc%2Fdiscount%2F&data=05%7C02%7CETylerOrtiz%40cb.nyc.gov%7Cf9124fb075c9456f542d08dcf2ac2142%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638652068299852772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QIYCK64%2FNMwj9a0pf9lS0Rv6jWrNKVUphbb5WtxYpk8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fhtml%2Fdot%2Fhtml%2Fpr2024%2Frenewable-diesel.shtml&data=05%7C02%7CETylerOrtiz%40cb.nyc.gov%7Cf9124fb075c9456f542d08dcf2ac2142%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638652068299873887%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hC59JiXFghcl5uM1zXgU85wz5TJaTfq8r2Yw6RmB5v0%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Community Board 1 Monthly Parks Update – December 2024 

 

Berry Playground Reconstruction has begun! 

The planned reconstruction of Berry Playground began in early December. This plan will 

reconstruct the entire playground, and add new playground equipment, spray shower, and 

basketball courts. The playground will reopen in a year. Please use the link below to access the 

park’s capital tracker page, to follow construction updates: 

Berry Playground Reconstruction : NYC Parks 

 

Exterior Demolition has begun at CitiStorage 

Earlier we announced that the interior demolition began at CitiStorage. That phase of work is 

now complete and demolition on the exterior has begun. It will be complete by December 31, 

2024.  

   
 

 

Partnerships for Parks volunteer projects – Outreach Coordinator  

Adrian Kalinowski is your new Partnerships for Parks Outreach Coordinator for park properties 
within Brooklyn Community Board 1. Please contact Adrian at 347.244.2890 (cell) or 

adrian.kalinowski@parks.nyc.gov. 

 

CB1 currently has the following projects under construction:   

• Berry Playground – construction began fall 2024 and will be complete fall 2025. 

• Box Street Park –EDC contractors have begun on site work.  

• Bushwick Inlet Park: CitiStorage Demolition – began summer 2024, and will be complete winter 
2024.  

• Bushwick Inlet Park: Motiva –construction began March 11, 2024 and will be complete fall 2025.  

We have several projects awaiting construction start:  

• American Playground – redesign and reconstruction of the playground. 

• Ericsson Playground – in design.  

• McCarren Park natural turf softball fields –construction anticipated to begin spring 2025 and be 
complete spring 2026.  

• McCarren Park asphalt field. 

https://www.nycgovparks.org/planning-and-building/capital-project-tracker/project/10253
mailto:adrian.kalinowski@parks.nyc.gov



























