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COMBINED PUBLIC HEARING  
AND BOARD MEETING  

JANUARY 11, 20211 
VIA WEBEX 

PUBLIC HEARING 

ROLL CALL. 
 

Chairperson Ms. Dealice Fuller called the meeting to order at 6:06 PM. Chair Fuller introduced our 
new Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso who offered greetings to our board. 
 
Ms. Kristina Naplatarski also offered greetings on behalf of Councilmember Jennifer Gutierrez 
(33CD) who is on maternity leave. 
 
Chair Fuller introduced Councilmember Lincoln Restler who also offered greetings as the new 
Councilmember for the 34th CD. 
 
Chair Fuller called for a roll call at 6:38 PM, there were 31 members present (attached) the Public 
Hearing began. 
 
PRESENTATION: City Planning (C 210299 ZMK, 210300ZRK) 840 Lorimer Street, Brooklyn, 
NY 11222 - The Project Area consists of the southern most tax lots of tax block 2679, bounded 
by Driggs Avenue to the south, Lorimer Street to the west and Manhattan Avenue to the east. 
The lots in the Project Area are lots 32, 34, 42 and 43. Lot 43 is the Development Site. 
(Applicant/Presenter: Mr. Richard Lobel, Sheldon Lobel PC, Ms. Amanda Iannotti, Sheldon Lobel 
PC, Richard Bienenfeld, Bienenfeld Architecture, and Sam Feigenbaum, Bienenfeld Architecture)  
 
IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by Zucker Enterprises, LLC pursuant to 
Sections 197-c and 201 of the New York City Charter for the amendment of the Zoning Map, 
Section No. 13a:,  
 (1) eliminating from within an existing R6A District a C2-4 District bounded by a line 
perpendicular to the northeasterly street line of Lorimer Street distant 135 feet northwesterly (a 
measured along the street line) from the point of intersection of the northeasterly street line of 
Lorimer Street and the northwesterly street line of Driggs Avenue, Manhattan Avenue, Driggs 
Avenue, and a line midway between Lorimer Street and Manhattan Avenue:  
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 2) eliminating a Special Mixed Use District (MX-8) bounded by a line perpendicular to the 
northeasterly street line of Lorimer Street distant 135 feet northwesterly (a measured along the 
street line) from the point of intersection of the northeasterly street line of Lorimer Street and the 
northwesterly street line of Driggs Avenue, a line midway between Lorimer Street and Manhattan 
Avenue, Driggs Avenue, and Lorimer Street;  
 3) changing from an R6A District to a C4-5D District property bounded by a line 
perpendicular to the northeasterly street line of Lorimer Street distant 135 feet northwesterly (a 
measured along the street line) from the point of intersection of the northeasterly street line of 
Lorimer Street and the northwesterly street line of Driggs Avenue, Manhattan Avenue, Driggs 
Avenue, and a line midway between Lorimer Street and Manhattan Avenue; and  
 4) changing from an M1-2/R6 District to a C4-5D District property bounded by a line 
perpendicular to the northeasterly street line of Lorimer Street distant 135 feet northwesterly (a 
measured along the street line) from the point of intersection of the northeasterly street line of 
Lorimer Street and the northwesterly street line of Driggs Avenue, a line midway between Lorimer 
Street and Manhattan Avenue, Driggs Avenue, and Lorimer Street; as shown on a diagram (for 
illustrative purposes only) dated November 29, 2021, and subject to the conditions of CEQR 
Declaration E-650.   

Presentation on 840 Lorimer Street was made by Mr. Richard Lobel and his team see attached 
presentation and questionnaire. 
 
After a discussion by the members, it was decided by the committee Chair Teague that the item 
would be continued February 1, 2022.Mr. Lobel Also committed to sending a letter asking for a two 
week extension. The Community Board review clock for this item is 12/8/21-2/7/22. 
 
Chair Fuller acknowledged those individuals who signed up to speak during public session: 
 
Ms. Cristal Calderon was called to speak regarding 840 Lorimer street but was not present. 
 
Mr. Benjamin Sheena spoke not in favor of 840 Lorimer street 
 
Ms. Katie Naplatarski spoke not in favor of 840 Lorimer street 
 
LIQUOR LICENSES: 
 
Chair Fuller acknowledged those individuals who signed up to speak regarding Liquor Licenses 
during public session: 
 
Ms. Liz Mckenzie spoke not in favor of Don Pancho Villa liquor license. 
 
Mr. Sebastian Flores was called to speak but was not present. 
 
Ms. Shayan Asadi spoke not in favor of Don Pancho Villa liquor license. 
 
Chairperson Ms. Fuller asked all to review the listing and provide comments 
There were no comments at this time, and the items were referred to the SLA Review & DCA 
Committee for review. 
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NEW 
1) 270 Meserole Rest Corp., dba TBD, 272 Meserole Street (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider, bar, 
tavern) 
2) Berry Golf Club LLC, dba Cinderella Story, 8 Berry Street, (Corporate Change, liquor, wine, beer, 
cider, rest) 
3) Corp to be Formed, 232 Varet Street, (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider, bar, tavern) 
4) Don Pancho Villa Restaurant LTD, 189 Borinquen Place, (All night Permit) 
5) Edith’s Eatery LLC, dba Edith’s Eatery and Grocery, Expansion onto Municipal Property 
6) New York Events Inc., dba The Garden Carver (plant based cafe), 187 Grand Street, (New, wine, 
beer, cider, rest) 
7) Plant Based Pizza Williamsburg LLC, dba TBD, 235 Kent Avenue, (New, liquor, wine, beer, 
cider, rest 
8) Room and Boards LLC, dba TBD, 132 Havemeyer Street, Store #2, (New, liquor, wine, beer, 
cider, bar) 
9) Samuel Neely Entity TBA, dba  Super Burrito, 320, Bedford Avenue, (New, liquor, wine, beer, 
cider, rest) 
10) Silo Brooklyn LLC, dba Silo, 90 Scott Avenue, (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider, bar, tavern) 

RENEWAL 
1) 161 Grand St. Rest. Inc., dba Fresh Kills Bar, 161 Grand Street, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, 
cider, bar/tavern) 
2) 301 Tavern Corp. dba General Public, 301 Ainslie Street, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, cider, bar, 
tavern) 
3) 451 Graham Avenue Corp, dba The Richardson, 451 Graham Avenue, (Renewal, liquor, wine, 
beer, cider, bar/tavern) 
4) 559 Lorimer Corp., Dba Metropolitan, 559 Lorimer Street, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, cider, 
night club) 
5) Aura Cocina & Bar Inc. dba Aura, 315 Meserole Street, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, cider, rest) 
6) Bamonte Restaurant Corp., 32 Withers Street, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, cider, rest, ) 
7) Bogart House LLC, dba Bogart House, 230 Bogart Street, (Renewal, liquor,wine, beer, cider, 
catering facility) 
8) Brooklyn Ball Factory Inc., dba Brooklyn Ball Factory, 95 Montrose Avenue, (Renewal, wine, 
beer, cider, rest) 
9) Café Mogador LLC, 133 Wythe Avenue, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, cider, rest) 
10) Casa Ora LLC, 148 Meserole Street, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, cider, rest) 
11) Dow Young Group Inc., dba The Commodore, 366 Metropolitan Avenue, (Renewal, liquor, wine, 
beer, cider, bar, tavern) 
12) Graham Central Café LTD, 442 Graham Avenue, (Renewal, wine, beer, cider, rest) 
13) HTL Greenpoint LLC, dba The Moonlight Mile, 200  Franklin Street, Unit C1, (Renewal, liquor, 
wine, beer, cider, bar, tavern) 
14) King Luke Inc. dba Marlow & Sons, 81 Broadway,  (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, cider, rest) 
15) Lama 222 Corp. dba Tradesman, 222 Bushwick Avenue -Store, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, 
cider, tavern, bar) 
16) POD BK F & B LLC & Great Food, Beer & Games LLC as Manager, dba Clinton Hall, 247 
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Metropolitan Avenue AKA 626 Driggs Avenue, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, cider, hotel) 
17) St. Stanislaus Memorial Assn., 519 Leonard Street, (Renewal, liquor wine, beer, cider, American 
Legion Post) 
18) Stephen W. Ehresman, dba The Turkey’s Nest Inc., 94 Bedford Avenue, (Renewal, liquor, wine, 
beer, cider, bar) 
19) Tasso Restaurant LLC, dba Baco & Abbracci, 204 Grand Street, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, 
cider, rest) 

 
BOARD MEETING  

 
MOMENT OF SILENCE  

Chairperson Ms. Fuller called for a moment of silence. 

ROLL CALL  

Chairperson Ms. Fuller requested a roll of board members. At 7:24 PM, there were 32 members 
answering the call, a sufficient number for a quorum.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  

Ms. Iglesias made a motion to approve the agenda as written. The motion was seconded by Ms. 
Cabrera. The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES  

Mr. Caponegro made a motion to approve as written, the Combined Public Hearing & Board Meeting 
of December 7, 2021. The motion was seconded by Mr. Vega. The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
PUBLIC SESSION   

Mr. Noah Nowotarski spoke regarding McGoldrick Park. 
 
Mr. Mark I Nagawiecki was called to speak but was not present. 

Ms. Zara O’Brien spoke on behalf of the Environmental non-profit GrowNYC. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

• SLA Review & DCA Committee –SLA committee report given by Chair Thomas Burrows. 
Motion made by Ms.Kaminski and seconded by Ms. Bamonte to accept the report (see the 
report attached) as written. The vote was as follows: 31"YES"; 0 "NO"; 0 "ABSTENTONS". 
The report was unanimously approved.  
 

• Parks & Waterfront Committee – Parks committee report given by Ms. Trina Mckeever (see 
the report attached). Discussion of the committee’s recommendation to send a letter to State 
Parks recommending that a licensing agreement be given to Biba for outdoor use of State Park 
Property. A question was raised as to why the State Parks discontinued this license? 
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State parks Director Leslie Wright indicated that Biba failed to apply for any furtherance of 
the license. 
Motion was made to table so that Biba could reapply and provide a copy of the application for 
the committee to review. 
 
Parks committee resolution to send a letter to State Parks on the 3 points stated relating to 
Marsha P. Johnson. Motion was made by Mr. Chesler, seconded by Ms. Teague. (letter 
attached) The vote was as follows: 31"YES"; 0 "NO"; 0 "ABSTENTONS". The report was 
unanimously approved. 
 

• Ad Hoc Committee on Outreach- Chair Sante Miceli and Economic Development Chair Toby 
Moskovits held a joint committee meeting on 12/13/21. Report is attached. 
 

• Land Use, ULURP & Landmarks (subcommittee)Committee- Land Use Chair Del Teague 
presented the committee recommendation on 103 Lee Avenue (see the attached report) 
Motion made by Ms. Iglesias seconded by Mr. Chesler. The vote was as follows: 27"YES"; 2 
"NO"; 2 "ABSTENTONS". The report was unanimously approved.  
 

• Landmarks subcommittee- Ms. Trina Mckeever submitted her report (see the attached report) 
to deny the application for 1097 Lorimer Street. Motion was made by Mr. Chesler seconded 
by Ms. Teague. The vote was as follows: 27"YES"; 0"NO"; 0 "ABSTENTONS". The report 
was unanimously approved.  

 
PARKS DEPARTMENT MINUTE – Ms. Salig submitted a written report that was distributed. 
(Attached).  
 
NEW BUSINESS- A discussion followed about a recent cash of bank closings in the area. Ms. Mary 
Odomirok indicated that she would report this back to Hon. Carolyn B. Maloney, Congresswoman. 
 
ADJOURNMENT- The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Sonia Iglesias 
Sonia Iglesias 
Recording Secretary 
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2021 New York City Area 
Affordable Monthly Rents

Unit Size 30% 
AMI

40% 
AMI

50% 
AMI

60% 
AMI

70% 
AMI

80% 
AMI

90% 
AMI

100% 
AMI

110% 
AMI

120% 
AMI

130% 
AMI

165% 
AMI

Studio $419 $598 $777 $956 $1,135 $1,314 $1,547 $1,726 $1,905 $2,084 $2,263 $2,889

One-
bedroom $532 $756 $980 $1,204 $1,427 $1,651 $1,942 $2,166 $2,390 $2,614 $2,838 $3,621

Two-
bedroom $631 $900 $1,168 $1,437 $1,705 $1,974 $2,323 $2,592 $2,860 $3,129 $3,397 $4,337

Three-
bedroom $722 $1,032 $1,343 $1,653 $1,963 $2,273 $2,677 $2,987 $3,297 $3,608 $3,918 $5,004

44
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January 11, 2022 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

SLA REVIEW AND DCWP COMMITTEE 

TO: Chairperson Dealice Fuller 
And CB#1 Board Members 

FROM: Thomas J. Burrows, Committee Chair 
SLA Review & DCWP Committee 

RE: Committee Meeting held via WebEx 
on December 21, 2021 

The SLA Review & DCWP Committee met via WebEx at 6:30pm on December 21, 2021. 
Representatives of the Community Board and other Community Board members 
participated in the discussion and review of the applications. A number of applications 
had been postponed from the prior meeting and those which had been postponed because 
of time limitations at the prior meeting were reviewed first. Applicants were advised that 
the meeting was to end at 9:00pm and those applications not reached would be postponed 
to the next Committee meeting. Prior to the meeting the List of New and Renewal 
applications that had been posted at the Public Hearing were provided to the 90 and 94 
Precincts of the NYPD for their review. 

ATTENDANCE: 
Present: Burrows, Chair; Barros, Bruzaitis, Dybanowski, Sofer and Daly* (*non-Board 
member) 
Absent: Bachorowski, Co-Chair; (emergency); Foster, Solano (WiFi Issues), Torres, 
Cohen* 
Board members: Miceli 
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Items Announced at the September 14, 2021, Public Hearing 
(Postponed) New: 

1) 24 Oak LLC, 1 Oak Street, (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider, legitimate theater or concert
hall).
Previously Postponed. Applicant was to meet with the Greenpoint Coalition and other
community members at meeting arranged by R. Solano. No appearance by applicants.
Mr. Solano advised by telephone that applicant was withdrawing application.

2) Cheeseboat LLC, 80 Berry Street, (Corporate Change, liquor, wine, beer, cider, rest)
Postponed. No appearance by applicant. Committee recommends Denial.

3) Vantage Point Hospitality LLC, 1 Oak Street, (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider,
legitimate theater, or concert hall). Previously Postponed. No community agreement
reached. No appearance by applicants. Mr. Solano advised by telephone that applicant
was withdrawing application.

Items Announced at the October 12, 2021, Public Hearing (Postponed) 
New: 

1) Pizza Lobo Brooklyn,1145 Manhattan Avenue, (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider, bar,
tavern). Previously Postponed. Applicant requested Postponement.

2) 180 Franklin LLC, dba Bar Americano, 180 Franklin Street, (New, liquor, wine, beer,
cider, tavern) Need to meet with Greenpoint Coalition, Postponed. Applicant
requested Postponement.

3) Abba Bar and Grill Corp, 492 Grand Street, (Corporate change, liquor, wine, beer,
cider, rest) Postponed. No appearance by applicant. Committee recommends Denial.

4) Bees Knees Management LLC, dba Bees Knees, 67 North 7th Street, (New, liquor,
wine, beer, cider, rest) Postponed because of Time Constraint. Committee
recommends Approval with proper signature pages.

5) Bushwick Triangle INC., 1277 Flushing Avenue, (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider, bar,
tavern) Postponed because of Time Constraint. Applicant requests Postponement to
provide additional material to Committee including Floor plans, Rooftop plans, Sound
proofing plan, Petitions from neighboring community.

6) Coco River LLC, dba TBD, 425 Graham Avenue, (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider, bar,
tavern) Postponed because of Time Constraint. Committee recommends Approval
with change in operating hours with Closing at 2:00pm Sunday-Wednesday and
Closing at 3:00pm on Thursday-Saturday. Vote 4 Yeah, 1 Nay, 1 Abstain.
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7) Entity to be formed by Forrest Dein, dba JuneShine, 56 North Street, (New, liquor, 
wine, beer, cider, bar Tavern) Postponed because of Time Constraint. No appearance 
by applicant. Committee recommends Denial. 

 
8) No Aloha Bar LLC, dba No Aloha, 17 Ingraham Street, (New, liquor, wine, beer, 

cider, bar, tavern) Postponed because of Time Constraint. Committee recommends 
Approval. 

  
Items announced at the December 7, 2021 Combined Public Hearing and Board 
Meeting: 
 
NEW  
1) 76 Ainslie OPCO LLC, dba Ainslie, 76 Ainslie Street, (expansion onto Municipal 

Property)  
Committee in no position to review DOT approved expansion of applicant use onto 
Municipal Property.  
 

2) 544 Pizza Corp., dba TBD, 544 Manhattan, (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider, pizzeria, 
rest) No appearance by applicant. Committee recommends Denial. 
 

3) 620 Lorimer Street, dba TBD, 620 Lorimer Street, (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider, 
pizzeria) Committee recommends Approval. 

 
4) AKO Bedford Inc., dba Enso Sushi, 117 Berry Street, (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider, 

rest) Committee recommends Approval. 
 

5) Bushwick Beer Garden LLC, dba Rebel Café & Garden LLC, 2 Knickerbocker 
Avenue, (Corporate Change, liquor, wine, beer, cider, rest). Committee recommends 
Approval. 

 
6) Café Group Inc, dba Mr. Bao, 208 Bedford Avenue, (New, wine, beer & cider, rest) 

Committee recommends Approval. 
 

7) Cheeseboat LLC, 80 Berry Street, (Corporate Change, 80 Berry Street, (Corporate 
Change, liquor, wine, wine, beer, cider, rest) No appearance by applicant. Committee 
recommends Denial. 
 

8) Eris Evolution LLC, 167 Graham Avenue, (Corporate change, liquor, wine, beer, 
cider, bar, tavern) No appearance by applicant. Committee recommends Denial. 
 

9) James Gaskill or entity to be formed, TBD, 17 Meadow Street, (New, liquor, wine, 
beer, cider, event space) Replacing an existing operation. Committee recommends 
Approval with receipt of Prior liquor license and no outdoor space. 
 

10) Maison Provence Corp., 52 Havemeyer Street, (New, wine, beer, cider, rest) 
Committee recommends Approval. 
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11) MQBK 1 LLC, dba Mighty Quinn’s BBQ, 62 South end Street, (New, liquor, wine,
beer, cider, rest) Applicant requests postponement to provide a complete application
with all supporting documents.

12) Norman Kingsland, 269 Norman Avenue, (New, Removal, liquor, wine, beer, cider,
rest) Committee recommends Approval.

13) Rhymin & Thievin LLC, dba TBD, 595 Union Avenue, (New, liquor, wine, beer,
cider, bar) Committee recommends Approval.

14) Sham 168 Inc. dba Dar 525, 168 Driggs Avenue, (New, wine, beer, cider, wine, beer,
cider, rest) Committee recommends Approval.

15) S. Hager, on behalf of an entity TBD, 200 Kent Avenue, 3rd Floor, (New, liquor, wine,
beer, cider, rest) No appearance by applicant. Committee recommends Denial.

16) Taku New York Inc, 29 Greenpoint Avenue, (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider, rest)
Applicant requests Postponement.

17) Taqueria El Torito, Corp, 32 Varet Street, Store R, (New, liquor, wine, beer, cider)
Committee recommends Approval.

18) Williamsburg Molino LLC, dba For all Things Good Williamsburg, 314 Grand Street,
(New, wine, beer, cider, rest) Committee recommends Approval.

19) Xi An Town USA Inc., 165 Bedford Avenue, (New, Wine, beer, cider, rest)
Committee recommends Approval.

RENEWAL 
1) #1 pho Inc., dba Zenyai, 208 Grand Street, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, cider,

rest)

2)  7 North 15th Street, dba Greenpoint Beer & Ale Co, 1150 Manhattan Avenue, 
(Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, cider, rest)

3) Bulbap Grill, 646 Manhattan Avenue, Renewal, 646 Manhattan, (Renewal,
wine, beer, cider)

4) Charlotte Patisserie Inc, 596 Manhattan Avenue, (Renewal, wine, beer & cider, rest)

5) Dar 168 Inc., dba Dar 525, 168 Driggs Avenue, (Renewal, wine, beer, cider, rest)

6) Graham Restaurant, dba Sage, 100-301 Graham Avenue, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, 
cider, rest)

7) Matteo & Vida, Inc, dba Scalini GP, 659 Manhattan Avenue, (Renewal, liquor, wine, 
beer, cider, rest) 
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7) Norman Kingsland LLC, dba Norman Kingsland, 269 Norman Avenue, (Renewal,
liquor, wine, beer, cider, rest/music venue/event space)

8) Terere Corp, dba Tabare Restaurant, 221 South 1st Street, (Renewal, liquor, wine,
beer, cider, rest)

9) Urban Outfitters Inc. & East Hae Inc. (as co-licenses), dba East Hae, 98 North 6th

Street, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, cider, rest)

10) Woodfire Collision LLC, dba Lilia Restaurant, 567 575 Union Avenue, (Renewal,
liquor, wine, beer, cider, rest)

11) Zamaan Bar & Restaurant Inc., 349 Broadway, (Renewal, liquor, wine, beer, cider,
rest)

 Renewal licenses were posted at the Public Hearing of the Community Board and all 
members were encouraged to review the list and report any issues or concerns to the 
SLA Review Committee. The list was also provided to both the 90 and 94 Precincts 
of the NYPD. After review the Committee recommends Approval of all Renewal 
applications. 

    Procedural Item: 
Motion was made and approved that going forward applicants will be advised that all 

applications and supporting documentation must be received at least five (5) business days 
before the SLA Committee Meeting date to provide adequate time for receipt of documents in 
the office, forwarding to all Committee members and preliminary review of materials prior to 
the Committee meeting. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
The next meeting of the SLA Review & DCWP Committee is scheduled as follows: 

WHEN: 
TIME:    
WHERE: 

Tuesday, January 25, 2022 
6:30 PM (Meeting will end at 9:00 PM) 
Via WebEx 
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                                                                                                      January 11, 2022 
 
                                                       COMMITTEE REPORT 
                                                 Parks and Waterfront Committee 
 
                   TO:    Chairperson Fuller and CB1 Board Members  
 

FROM:  Philip Caponegro, Committee Chair  
 Parks and Waterfront Committee  

 
                   RE:  Committee Report from December 08, 2021 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The Committee met in the Evening of December 8, 2021 at, 6:30PM Via WEBEX. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Present: McKeever, Cianciotta, Chesler, Denny-Horowitz, Elkins, Miceli, Odomirok, Peterson, 
Non-Board members: Cappucci, Raymond 
 
Absent: Board members: Capanegro, Carbone, Goldstein, Lebovits, Non-Board member: Berger 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESENTATION:  Biba Concession (Biba of New York Inc, 110 Kent LLC, 101 Kent 
Associates) at 110 Kent Avenue, Mark Nagaweicki Sr, owner accompanied by CB1 Board 
member, Ryan Kounen: 

110 Kent Avenue, the sole privately owned building located within the perimeter of Marsha P 
Johnson State Park.  

Mark Nagaweicki, who has lived at 110 Kent Ave since 1979 became full owner of the property 
in 2001.  

Mr. Nagaweicki has always run his construction and real estate businesses out of 110 Kent and 
has hosted thousands of community meetings through the decades. North Brooklyn Neighbors 
(formerly NAG) is a longtime tenant. Mr. Nagaweicki was an instrumental participant in the 
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Herculean community effort to convert what was an illegal waste transfer station into East River 
State Park which opened in 2007. 

Mr. Nagaweicki began construction on Biba, the ground floor restaurant in 2000.  

From 2007 to 2012, Nagaweicki/Biba received individual permits to cater events in the East 
River State Park. 

From 2013 to 2015, New York State Parks gave Nagaweicki/ Biba a licensing agreement to 
operate on a designated 2500 sf space on the slab adjacent to the rear of 110 Kent 

From 2016 to 2019, New York State Parks gave Biba a concession agreement to operate in the 
designated space.  

In 2020 New York State Parks denied renewal of any agreement with Biba. 

Mark Nagaweicki is asking the Community Board to write a letter to NY State Parks and 
Recreation in support for a licensing agreement for Biba for the 2500 sf area of the slab of 
Marsha P Johnson State Parks, similar to the 2016 – 2019 agreement. (See attached plan) 

 
DISCUSSION:  

-Biba will open as a restaurant offering take out regardless of backyard lease. If no lease for the 
backyard space is granted, food and trash will inevitably be brought to the park. An enclosed 
backyard space would contain the eating area and potential trash would be dealt with by Biba.  

-In comparison to Smorgasborg which operates under a concession agreement, 110 Kent pays 
property taxes.  

- The 2500 sf area is less than a quarter of the cement slab,  

- the restaurant will offer a diverse use of the recreational slab 

- Community Member Paul Wilson, founder of the Greenpoint Sparten Youth Football spoke in 
favor of Mark Nagaweicki’s long legacy of commitment to Greenpoint and Williamsburg and 
asked Board to grant letter of support 
 

RESOLUTION: (proposed by Chesler, seconded by Elkins)  

CB1 to write a letter to NYS Parks and Recreation with a cc to elected State officials 
recommending that a licensing agreement is granted to Biba to operate during park hours on the 
2500 sf designated area of the slab in Marsha P Johnson State Park adjacent to the restaurant, in 
support of: 

1) Owner Mark Nagaweicki’s long history as an active community member 
2) the Polish legacy in our community (Nagaweicki is a Polish immigrant) 
3) diverse use of the recreational slab in MPJ Park 
4) potential revenue to the park from the licensing agreement 
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IN FAVOR: McKeever, Chesler, Denny-Horowitz, Elkins, Miceli, Odomirok, Peterson, 
Cappucci, Raymond 

ABSTENTION: 0 

AGAINST: 0 

 
Marsha P John State Park Update by Leslie Wright, NYS Regional Director 
Acknowledging the successful opening of the park last summer, much of the park will be closed 
again mid-April to May for construction phase 2: 

- new lawn 
- commemorative garden 
- landscaping and planting bio swales 
- additional tree plantings 
- regrading stormwater management 

 
 
MPJ Arts committee will commission artwork for the entrance and a second site closer to the 
water. The committee consisting of Leslie Wright, Marsha Johnson family members, previously 
engaged members of Trans community, public advisors and a community member hopes to have 
an RFP later this spring with selection of artists July/August, installation summer 2023 and 
finished by MPJ’s birthday August 2023.  

At the November CB1 monthly board meeting, District Manager Esposito had requested that the 
Board assign representation to the MPJ Arts Committee. This request was brought to the 
attention of Leslie Wright. Board member Steve Chesler currently is on the MPJ Arts Committee 
as a community representative. Acknowledging that any appointment decision would be made by 
the CB1 Chair, it was suggested that Board member Katie Denny Horowitz who has extensive 
professional experience with various public art organizations would be a good candidate for the 
position. Leslie Wright said she would take the request for CB1 representation under advisement 
and come back to the board office.  

Community member Kevin LaCherra asked about potential removing of the fencing between 
MPJ Park and BIP, citing the natural open border between the Long Island City East River 
Waterfront State Park (Gantry Park) and City Parks (Hunters Point Park).  
 

RESOLUTION: (proposed by Chesler, seconded by Elkins)  

CB1 write a letter to NYS Parks and Recreation and NYC Parks with regards to Marsha P 
Johnson State Park and Bushwick Inlet Park 

-asking for removal of the fence between the parks so as to establish a continuous open border  

-That State Parks adhere to the hours at BIP, that is that both parks are open from _ to _ 

Additionally, that State Parks open the gate to allow access to MPJ at North 7th during the hours 
of park operation  
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IN FAVOR: McKeever, Chesler, Goldstein, Denny-Horowitz, Elkins, Peterson (6 members still 
present) 

ABSTAIN -0 

AGAINST – 0 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Jan Peterson and community members asked for support from the Parks and Waterfront 
Committee to extend the hours of woman only swim at the Metropolitan Pool from 2 hours to 8-
10 hours. Matter will be discussed at CB1 Woman’s Committee.  

Request was tabled to next committee meeting 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

Community Member Charline Mougin asked committee and NYC Parks to reexamine condition 
and use of fenced Asphalt field adjacent to tennis courts in McCarren Park due to flooding after 
major rain events and excessive heat in summer rendering space unusable  
 

Committee member Katie Denny-Horowirz asked committee to: 

1) reexamine CBI District Needs statement with regards to Parks 
2) meet on a regular basis 

 

Both requests were tabled to next committee meeting 
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