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LAND USE, ULURP & LANDMARKS [SUBCOMMITTEE] 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

TO:  Chairperson Dealice Fuller 

             and CB#1 Board Members 
 

FROM: Del Teague, Committee Chair 
 

  RE:  Committee Report 

    Meeting held on September 3, 2020 

 

The Land Use, ULURP & Landmarks [subcommittee] Committee met via WEBEX on Thursday, 

September 3, 2020 at 6:30 PM. It was a committee held public hearing with the committee 

meeting afterwards to deliberate.  

ATTENDANCE 

Present: Teague; Weiser; Chesler; Drinkwater; Lebovits; McKeever; Miceli; Sofer; Solano; 

Vega. 

Absent:  Viera; Barros; Indig; Kaminski; Katz; Rabbi Niederman; Nieves; Weidberg; Berger*; 

Li* (* non board member) 

A quorum was not present (there are 20 members on the committee). 
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PRESENTATION: NYC DEPT OF CITY PLANNING - Application Nos. N 210057 ZAK 

and N 210058 ZAK, 416-420 Kent Avenue, Block 2128, Lot 5 and Block 2134, Lot 56, R7-3, 

R7-3/C2-4 and C4-3 Districts, Borough of Brooklyn, Community District 1 (Presentation by 

Applicant’s Representative/Richard Lobel). 

 

1. N 210057 ZAK - an application for the grant of an authorization pursuant to Section 62-

822(a)(2) of the Zoning Resolution to modify the location, area and minimum dimension (Shore 

Public Walkway) and, in conjunction therewith, Section 62-332 (Rear yards and waterfront 

yards) 

 

2. N 210058 ZAK - an application for the grant of an authorization pursuant to Section 62-

822(b) of the Zoning Resolution to modify the planting and screening requirements of Section 

62-60 (DESIGN REQUIREMENTS FOR WATERFRONT PUBLIC ACCESS AREAS); in 

connection with a proposed mixed-use development on property at the above referenced 

location. 

-1- A public hearing followed by a committee meeting was held on September 3, 2020. There 

were 7 members of the land use committee present. A quorum was not present. 

The applicant was seeking comments from the public, the committee, and the full board 

regarding the above two applications which are not subject to a ULURP review, but which will 

be considered by the Department of City Planning (CPC). The first part of the application seeks 

to modify the plans already approved by the Board in 2018 with respect to the location, area, and 

dimensions of the Shore Public Walkway, and rear and waterfront yards in this mixed use 

development that has already been in use by residents and an on-site restaurant. The committee 

members expressed concern that the applicant was first coming to the community for comments 

now after completion of the modifications. The applicant explained that the modifications were 

all made in response to requirements by DEC with respect to the bulkhead, and the Fire 

Department with respect to an increase in required access for emergency vehicles. The applicant 

acknowledged the validity of the committee's desire to be notified by CPC, DEC, and any other 

city or state agencies when an applicant was being asked or told to modify plans that the Board 

had previously approved. The applicant also acknowledged that having to come to us for 

approval after-the-fact put it in a difficult position. 

In sum, the applicant reminded us that the development was providing more than 6,621 square 

feet of public access area than was required. There are 857 residential units, 187 affordable. The 

applicant had originally planned to demolish the failing bulkhead, but DEC preferred that it be 

kept and capped in order to avoid erosion and river contamination.  This change in the plan 

required an encroachment into the water-front cove resulting in a decrease of 14 inches in public 

access and in planting area. An additional planting area was decreased from 768 sq. feet to 671 

sq. feet to comply with the Fire Department's access requirement. Plantings in an upland area 

were decreased marginally to comply with the suggestion by DCP for an increase in area to 

accommodate public access and active use. 

Aside from the concern that the board had not been kept apprised of the need for the 

modifications, there were only positive comments on the ultimate outcome of the site. 
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-2- The applicant also seeks authorization to modify the grass area that was originally thought to 

be appropriate for use as a passive lawn. The Parks Department and CPC recommend that the 

grass be replaced with stabilized gravel and additional seating, because it has proven  to be 

situated so that the public uses it as an active space, a pass thru, and an area for dog walking . 

The applicant installed an irrigation system and signage in an effort to maintain the grass as a 

passive lawn. However, the applicant stated that the active use and dog excretions have made 

maintaining an attractive lawn untenable. The applicant also seeks a waiver of a required 

screening buffer to allow for outdoor dining and a better pedestrian experience.  

Recommendation:  -a- Mr. Solano made a motion to approve the application. The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Chesler. The members present voted to approve both parts of the application. 

The vote was 6 Yes (Teague, Solano, Chesler, Drinkwater, Sofer, Weiser); 1 No (Miceli); 0 

Abstentions; 0 Recusals.  

-b- The committee members also voted unanimously to recommend that the Board send a letter 

to our city and state agencies, especially CPC and DEC, asking that in the future they apprise us 

of any suggested or required changes an applicant is being told to make on a development which 

the Board previously approved. The Board should not be seen as a bit of annoying 

"housekeeping" to be tidied up in order to bring an application to a close. Nor should a developer 

be put in the position of having to come back after-the-fact to the board hat in hand, so to speak, 

to ask for our comments.  
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COMMITTEE REPORT 

CB1 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMITTEE 
 

 TO:  Chairperson Dealice Fuller  

               and CB#1 Board Members 
 

 FROM: Trina McKeever, Committee Chair 
 

 RE:  Environmental Protection Committee Meeting 

   Held on August 11, 2020 
 

 

The Environmental Protection Committee met on August 11, 2020 at 6:30 PM via WEBEX. 
 

ATTENDANCE: 

Present - S. Chesler, T. W. Elkins, L. Hofmann* 

Absent - T. McKeever, E. Bruzaitis, W. Klagsbald, Y. Low, J. Peterson, K. Costa* 

(*non-board member) 

Additional board members present: T. Brooks, M. Needleman 

A quorum was not achieved. There were no voting items. 
 

 

Item #1 -Presentation - 34 Berry Street Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP C224268) 

By Jane H. O’Connell, P.G., Regional Remediation Engineer, NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation.  

 

The board receives contamination cleanup program notices from DEC on a regular basis. What is 

unique about this property is a residential building was erected and has been occupied by tenants 

for 10 years during remediation. This prompted our committee to request DEC come to present 

about and discuss this site. The presentation file is attached to this report.  
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Presentation summary: 
 

The parties involved with the program are NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, 

NYS Department of Health, Property Owners (34 Berry Street, LLC) and engineering consultant 

AKRF, Inc. Links to pertinent documents and data, and location of document repositories, are 

provided in the presentation.  
 

Between December 2017 and August 2019 cleanup program process steps that have been 

completed: application submission and public commenting, cleanup agreement execution, 

Remedial Investigation Work Plan, Remedial Investigation Field Work, and Interim Remedial 

Measures. Additional soil sampling commenced the week of August 10, 2020. Proposal for a 

Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP) is ongoing. The public comment period for the RAWP 

proposal ended August 22, 2020. RAWP approval, Decision Document issuance, remedy 

implementation and remedy monitoring are future steps. 
 

The .83 acres site contains a 7-story L-shaped building fronting Berry Street and N 12th Street. It 

contains a basement level parking garage. For 74 years the property was used for quinine and 

chemical manufacturing. Subsequently the site was used for freight loading, warehouse, truck 

repair, forklift sales and service, and a parking lot.  
 

In 2008 while developing the current building, petroleum tanks were discovered. Remediation 

measures were taken from 2009-2017. In 2017 chlorinated solvent 1,2-DCA (1,2-

Dichloroethane) contamination was discovered in soil and groundwater, and further extent of the 

petroleum LNAPL (light non-aqueous phase liquid) plume. Subsequently, the property owner 

submitted a Brownfield Cleanup Program application. The Interim Remediation Measure 

involved upgrading and replacing the existing LNAPL recovery system. The Proposed Remedy 

involves maintaining the existing site cover, enhanced recovery with groundwater circulation, 

enhanced bioremediation and natural attenuation to remediate 1,2-DCA; post-remediation 

groundwater monitoring; Institutional and engineering: and convert existing passive SSDS to 

active if bioremediation results in increased soil vapor generation. 
 

The petroleum plume remediation area exists in two distinct corner areas of the site. The solvent 

plume is one contiguous extent estimated to cover around half the property and extend under 

Berry Street. There are over two-dozen monitoring well onsite and offsite. The basement slab of 

the parking garage contains four injections wells and three extraction wells.  
 

Next steps: Decision Document issued and RAWP approval expected in September 2020. IRM is 

ongoing; will be documented in the Final Engineering Report. Remedial Construction timeline to 

be determined. 
 

Questions & Answers: 

 

Steve Chesler: How was the solvent contamination not discovered prior to construction? 

Jane O’Connell: DEC only requires testing for petroleum. 

 

Steve Chesler: How will residents be affected by the remediation? Is there a threat of vapor 

intrusion? 

Jane O’Connell: The basement slab provides a protective cover. Vapor intrusion is not a threat. 

 



 

3 
 

Steve Chesler: Is there air monitoring? 

Jane O’Connell: In the parking garage only. Not in the residential areas. 
 

Willis Elkins: Behooved that there will be no monitoring in the residential areas. Are the tenants 

aware of what’s going  on? 

Jane O’Connell: Property owner is required to inform the tenants. DEC sent the BCP notice to 

residents. 
 

Willis Elkins: Seems absurd that tenants are paying exorbitant rents and the owner is receiving 

tax credits for the cleanup program.  
 

Steve Chesler: The BCP notice was posted to local Facebook group. A woman posted that she 

lived in the building for six years. Afterwards her son developed cancer. 

Laura Hofmann: A health study should be performed. 
 

Brooklyn Paper reporter Kevin Duggan attended the meeting. On August 13th, coverage of the 

issue appeared in the paper: https://www.brooklynpaper.com/34-berry-toxic-soil-williamsburg/  

 
 

Item #2 – Update on National Grid North Brooklyn Pipeline Expansion and Rate Case 

By Kim Fraczek and Lee Ziesche, Sane Energy 

 

The full presentation file is attached. 
 

Summary: National Grid (NG) is in the process of completing construction on phase 4 out of 5 in 

Bushwick this Fall (2020) of their Metropolitan Resiliency Infrastructure project (MRI) 

involving installation of a 30’ gas distribution line. The full path of the line will span from 

Brownsville to Greenpoint. Phase 5 will traverse from Bushwick to eastern Greenpoint. Sane 

Energy points out that this line will connect to a liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminal on 

Newtown Creek in Greenpoint which National Grid is planning to upgrade and add compress 

natural gas (CNG) capabilities. The plans also include trucked distribution of LNG. Tanked LNG 

is extremely volatile and dangerous and requires special permitting from New York City which 

NG has not obtained.  

 

Currently, National Grid has applied for rate case that will increase customer rates to generate 

$185 million in income to fund phases 4 and 5 of the MRI. Thousands of comments and 

hundreds of virtual testimony from opponents of the rate the case and the MRI in general were 

submitted to the NYS Public Service Commission who will decide on the rate case.  

 

The core reasons expressed against the project and rate case are: No Public Outreach. National 

Grid did not get consent or alert the public before construction; Environmental Racism. The 

pipeline is being built through predominantly Black and brown and low income communities 

who historically have had to bear the burden of pollutive projects; Unjust Rate Hikes. Proposed 

$185 million rate increase total that we would have to pay to build this pipeline in the middle of 

a pandemic and a recession PLUS an additional $77 million for LNG expansion. The gas may be 

used to bring in LNG Trucking, currently illegal on NYC streets: National Grid has applied to 

NYC to make a variance in our law to make LNG trucking legal for their project. A dangerous 

request just so they can use Greenpoint to truck to Long Island and MA. We have to deal with 
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the impacts and pay the price without benefitting; Dangerous. High Pressure Fracked Gas 

Pipelines explode and leak and National Grid has poor track records for safety inspections; 

Climate Change It locks us further into fossil fuels when we have renewable energy solutions at 

hand and have no time to waste in moving to a just transition. Methane, traps up to 100 times 

more heat in the atmosphere than carbon dioxide within a 5 year period, and 72 times more 

within a 20 year period.  

 

In June National Grid ‘offered’ a “re-settlement” claiming COVID-19 concerns, but they are just 

looking for more time to re-shuffle.  

 

The resistance to the rate case has grown from Sane Energy into a coalition including: Newtown 

Creek Alliance, Sixth St Community Center, NO NBK Pipeline Coalition Alliance for a Green, 

AARP & PULP. 

 

The presentation file includes ways to take action and get involved such as calling and writing 

stakeholders and how to contact Sane Energy and to get/stay informed. 

 

Sane Energy asked if the Community Board could draft another letter advocating against the rate 

case and MRI. The board submitted a letter to stakeholders last February. The committee will 

draft a letter to send to Mayor de Blasio. It will be decided upon by the committee as its next 

meeting. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned. 
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Meeting Summary
• Involved Parties
• Citizen Participation Program
• Brownfield Cleanup Program Overview
• Brief Site History
• Environmental Findings
• Additional Environmental Sampling
• Summary of Proposed Remedial Action
• Questions / Comments
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Brownfield Cleanup Program Involved 
Parties

• Environmental Regulation
− New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation (DEC)

• Public Health Regulation
− New York State Department of Health (DOH)

• Remedial Parties / Property Owners
− 34 Berry Street, LLC

• Engineering Consultant
AKRF, Inc.
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Citizen Participation Program

• To receive future Fact Sheets
− Sign up for email notice through DEC Delivers: 
www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html
− Or search on DEC’s website for “DEC Delivers”
− Access the RAWP and other project documents online 
through the DECinfo Locator: 
www.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/C224268/
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Document Repositories

• Brooklyn Community Board No. 1
435 Graham Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11211

• Brooklyn Public Library - Leonard Branch
81 Devoe Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211



6

Brownfield Cleanup Program Process
• Application

– Public comment period 12/13/17 to 1/12/18
– COMPLETED

• Execute Brownfield Cleanup Agreement   
– COMPLETED 3/20/18

• Remedial Investigation Work Plan
- Submitted with BCP Application
– Public comment period 12/13/17 to 1/12/18
– COMPLETED/APPROVED 10/4/18

• Remedial Investigation Field Work
– Collect necessary data; define problem
– Additional soil sampling to proceed this week; initial fieldwork completed 8/19

• Interim Remedial Measures
– Upgrade existing oil recovery system
– COMPLETED 6/2019

• Propose Remedy (Remedial Action Work Plan, or RAWP) 
– ONGOING - Public comment period 7/9/20 to 8/22/20

• RAWP approval and Decision Document issuance
• Implement Remedy
• Monitor Remedy
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Site Description

• 36,472 square ft (0.83 acres) footprint located in urban 
neighborhood

• Tax Block 2289, Lot 14
• Seven story L-shaped building that fronts 2 streets
• Open courtyard area with adjacent small parking
• Basement level parking garage
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Site Location
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Site Plan
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Site History

• 1877-1951: Quinine manufacturing facility
- included morphine, caffeine and ether storage

• 1965-2006: freight loading, warehouse, truck repair, forklift 
sales and service, parking lot

• 2006: All on-site buildings demolished
• 2008-2009 Construction of current site building 
• February 2008: Owner reports a spill to NYSDEC based on 

findings of contamination related to petroleum storage tanks 
uncovered during development activities

• Under the NYSDEC Spill program, excavation and 
remediation of tank contamination began.
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Site History (cont’d.)

• 2009-2017: Owner continues to implement remedial actions 
related to the petroleum contamination under NYSDEC Spills 
program, including:
 Excavation and disposal of contaminated soil, installation 

of a petroleum recovery system, vapor barrier, ventilation 
system for the basement level garage, and a passive sub-
slab depressurization system

• 2017: Based on findings of chlorinated solvent contamination 
in groundwater unrelated to the petroleum, owner applies to 
NYSDEC Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP)
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BCP Investigation History
• October 2018 through August 2019  – Remedial 

Investigation
– Delineated areal and vertical extent of petroleum 

contamination in soil and groundwater caused by 
petroleum LNAPL in 2 distinct zones

– Identified possible soil source of chlorinated solvent 
1,2-DCA in soil (7.9 ppm)

– Delineated 1,2-DCA contaminant plume in 
groundwater

– Results are presented in the Remedial Investigation 
Report 
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Soil 
analytical 
results
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Groundwater 
analytical 
results
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1,2‐DCA in 
Groundwater
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Interim Remedial Measures (IRM)
• Upgrade and refurbishment of existing LNAPL

recovery system:
− Installation of one replacement recovery well
− Installation of 5 new pumps in existing recovery wells
− Replacement of the entire length of piping from the wells 

to the treatment system 
− Upgrade of oil water separator 
− Replacement of transfer pump and piping 
− Installation of new particulate filter
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Proposed Remedy
• Maintain the existing site cover, consisting of the building 

concrete slab and other paved or landscaped surfaces;
• Surfactant-Enhanced LNAPL recovery with groundwater 

recirculation;
• In-Situ Enhanced Bioremediation and Natural Attenuation to 

remediate 1,2-DCA;
• Post-remediation groundwater monitoring;
• Institutional and engineering controls (Easement and Site 

Management Plan); and
• Convert existing passive SSDS to active if bioremediation 

results in increased soil vapor generation. 
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Remediation Plan
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Treatment Area Cross Section 
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Project Schedule

• Decision Document issued and RAWP 
approval expected in September 2020

• IRM is ongoing; will be documented in the 
Final Engineering Report

• Remedial Construction – TBD
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Thank You

Jane H. O’Connell, P.G.

Regional Remediation Engineer

New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation
Division of Environmental Remediation

47-40 21st Street
Long Island City, NY 11101

jane.oconnell@dec.ny.gov
718.482.4599

Connect with us:

facebook.com/nysdec

twitter.com/nysdec

flickr.com/photos/nysdec



Update For Community Board One
Environmental Committee:
August 11, 2020



Agenda for this presentation:
1. When we last saw each other
2. Refresher/Update on the project
3. Timelines of Construction + 

Timeline of Rate Case
4. Action Steps



When we last saw each other



“I want to be clear, this is not a pipeline...It’s a 

state-of-the-art transmission system”“it cannot rupture, it will leak, it cannot rupture.”
“I am out in the field every day doing a part of a 

holistic outreach effort.”

Remembering Fun times.



Map of Nat. Grid’s Pipeline

The Metropolitan Reliability 
Infrastructure (MRI) has been 
dubbed the North Brooklyn Pipeline 
by local residents.

It starts in Brownsville and snakes 
north through Bed Stuy, Bushwick, 
Williamsburg, and would end in 
Greenpoint if completed.

Refresher/Update on the project



The Main Points: Why We Need to Shut It Down!
-No Public Outreach: National Grid did not get consent or alert the public before construction

-Environmental Racism: The pipeline is being built through predominantly Black and brown and low income 
communities who historically have had to bare the burden of pollutive projects

-Unjust Rate Hikes: Proposed $185 million rate increase total that we would have to pay to build this pipeline in the 
middle of a pandemic and a recession PLUS an additional $77 million for LNG expansion

-The gas may be used to bring in LNG Trucking, currently illegal on NYC streets: National Grid has 
applied to NYC to make a variance in our law to make LNG trucking legal for their project. A dangerous request just so 
they can use Greenpoint to truck to Long Island and MA.  We have to deal with the impacts and pay the price without 
benefitting

-Dangerous: High Pressure Fracked Gas Pipelines explode and leak and National Grid has poor track records for 
safety inspections.

-Climate Change: It locks us further into fossil fuels when we have renewable energy solutions at hand and have no 
time to waste in moving to a just transition. Methane, traps up to 100 times more heat in the atmosphere than carbon 
dioxide within a 5 year period, and 72 times more within a 20 year period.



Phases 4 & 5 
Proposed: $185 million rate 
increase to complete the 
pipeline PLUS $77million to 
to connect to a liquefied 
fracked gas (LNG) facility in 
Greenpoint.

Phase 4.
$124 million proposed 
rate increase for Phase 4 

Phase 5. 
$61million rate 
increase proposed for 
Phase 5

Current & Planned Construction

+ $77million for 
LNG vaporizers



Their goal is to 
connect this pipeline 
to a massive LNG 
facility in 
Greenpoint. 

Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG) & 
Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG) Storage & 
Transport Plans for 
North Brooklyn to 
points east.

$31.5million over the 
next 4 years to add 
“portable LNG 
capabilities at the 
Greenpoint site that will 
allow LNG delivered via 
truck to on-system 
injection points.” 

$54million to add two 
NEW vaporizers to the 
Greenpoint LNG facility.

Currently Proposed:

$23million to replace 
two old vaporizer at the 
Greenpoint LNG facility. 

Planned Construction



Planned Construction

Even if our 
organizing gets 
Phase 5 shut down, 
we still need to shut 
down the LNG 
proposal. 



They also returned to 
Phase 1 in Brownsville 
Brooklyn to try and 
get around an old 
sewer line.

Current Construction



Basic Facts: Timelines
Construction: Phase 4/5

Regulatory: Approvals or Denials of 
Phase 5 in Albany

Hearings 

Feb 10-26 

Phase 4: NG Aim for 

Completion Fall 

2020 BUSHWICK: Moore - 

Manhattan-Montrose

Phase 5: N
G Aim 

for C
ompletion 

Fall 2
021

In June: National Grid ‘offering’ 

“re
-settle

ment” c
laiming COVID-19 

concerns, but th
ey are just lo

oking for 

more tim
e to re-shuffle National Grid hoping to be

Online in November 2020, 

and have the LNG approved.



Since National Grid filed this “re-settlement” claiming 
COVID-19 concerns, but they are just looking for more time 
to re-shuffle.

Rate Case Parties HAVE GROWN! More People Power 
inside the settlement!
 

Sane Energy Project Sane Energy Project
Newtown Creek Alliance
Sixth St Community Center
NO NBK Pipeline Coalition
Alliance for a Green Economy

+ Several more Individuals

AARP
PULP

Before: NOW!



Our Target(s): Who has the power to stop it

Govern
or Andre

w Cuomo

Commissio
ner 

John Rhodes

Mayor Bill 
DeBlasio

Oversees PSC
Public Service Commission

Head of the PSC 
+ CEO of DPS
Department of Public Service

Oversees City 
of NY, Current party 

to the Rate Case



What Can I Do?



1. Another Letter from 
CB1?

2. Help us reach elected 
officials and other 
Community Boards?

3. Cooper Park on Sunday!
a. Socially distanced
b. Kid friendly
c. Teach-in
d. Creative element
e. Mudball making

What Can I Do?



866-739-8818 bi-lingual

CALL CUOMO

“Hi! I’m calling to tell Governor 
Cuomo to instruct his state 
agencies to say NO to National 
Grid’s rate hike for the North 
Brooklyn Pipeline! We say no to 
fossil fuels, and we want 100% 
renewables NOW!”

Press 2 to speak to the very 
nice operator and say:



Contact us anytime. 
kim@saneenergyproject.org + 
lee@saneenergyproject.org Kim’s number 646-387-3180
Katherine Thompson: noNBKpipeline@gmail.com  




